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of heuſes, &c. utterly rejecting and renounc- 

4 = thing wearable that comes from 
WCLATS.” © 


Written in ihe Year 1720. 


A the iar felicity and prudence of the people 
| te 2 that whatever commodities or 


ts 
England, thoſe are what they are ſure to be moſt 
induſtrious in cultivating and ſpreading. Agriculture, 

BEE ; which 


upon Dr. Swift's arrival in Ireland, that ſpirit which had 


been raiſed againſt him by the Whigs in England, iniatuated like. 
wiſe the whole populace of Dublin; infomuch that when he walked 
through the town, he was frequently pointed at and abuſed by fe. 


veral of the neaner ſhopkeepers, mechanics, and other baſe fellows 


without name or occupation. Theſe abomi:able wretches, like their 


| brethren the yahoos, would often ſcrape the kennels with their 
_ naſty claws, to throw dirt and filth at him as he paſſed through the 
city; all which he bore for two or three years, until the brutes be- 


came tired of their ſcurrility, not ſo much with a reſigned philoſo- 
phical patience, as indeed with that ſuperior contempt for all un- 
worthy demeanor, which is only to be conceived by the moſt im- 
proved and exalted minds. But theſe animoſities having ſubſided 


for two or three years, inſtead of rejoicing over the miſeries of that 


le which had without cauſe borne a tyrannous hate againft him, 

| began to lock don with pity on their diſtreſſed condition: he 
regretted the calamities of his country and the abſurdity of their 
politics; he deplored their want of commerce, and lamented all 


| their grievances. At laſt in 1720 he reſolved, as far as lay in his 


power, to correct the errors and the blunders of his deluded coun- 

trymen ; and with that view he writ ſhort and ang { 1+ qa, Aha 

univerſal uſe of Iriſh manufucture, 8&c. on account ef which a proſe- 
foot 


cution was ſet on againſt Waters the printer of that pamphlet, 


which was carried on with fo much violence, that one William 
Whitſhed then Chief Juſtice, thought proper, ina manner the moſt 
extra rd. nary, to keep the jury eleven hours, and to ſend them back 
nine times out of court; until he had w-aried them into a ſpecial 
Vox. III. A vere ict. 


2 A PROPOSAL FOR THE USE 
which had been the principal care of all wiſe nations, and 
for the encouragement whereof there are ſo many ſtatute- 


verdi ct. But Whitſhed, a man of low birthand narrow education, 
— whoſe whole pittance of learning was confined within the magic circle 
of the laws, the doctrine of precedents, and practice of the courts, was 
by no means aware by what unmerciful firokes a patriot and genius, 


like Dr. Swift, could avenge upon him the cauſe both of himſelf = 


| and country. Whitlhed, armed with power, and ſure to be ſup- 
ported, in the virulent days of party, againſt all thoſe which adhered 


to their Tory principles, firſt gave the alarm to battle by an attack 


Waters the printer. Swift, armed with genius, and fired with 
a zeal for liberty and public intereſt, flew directly to the charge. 
But finding he had to deal with an adverſary unequal to the combar, 
he contented himſelf for the preſent with giving him three or four 
laſhes, and making him thoroughly contemptible in the eyes of the 


world. But ſoon after Swift had further occaſion for exerting all 


his powers againſt the unfortunate Whitſhed. [See p. 80. 81.] 


This treatiſe ſpread very faſt, upon which a perſ n in great office 


ſent in haſte for the Chief Juſtice (Whitſhed) and informed him of 


_ a ſeditious, factious and virulent pamphl t lately publiſhed, with a 
deſign of ſetting the two kingdoms at variance, directing at the ſame 


time, that the printer ſho ld be profecuted with the utmoſt rigour. 


| out-do his orders. | 
and forced to give great bail: the jury brought him in not guil- 


Treg, if — Fuſtice had ſo quick an underſtanding that he re- 
ſolved, if ble to The printer was ſeized, 
ty, although they had been culled with the utmoſt induftry : the 


Chief Fuftice ſent them back nine times, and kept them eleven hours, 
until, being tired out, they were forced to leave the matter to the 


mercy of the judge by what they call a ſpecial verdick. During the 


trial the Chief Fuſtice among other ſingularities laid his hand on his 


breaſt, and prot ſolemnly, that the author's deſign was to bring 


in the pretender: but the cauſe being ſo very odious and impopular, 


the trial of the verdict was deferred from one term to another, until 
upon (the D. of G—ft-n) the Lord Lieutenant's arrival, his Grace, 
after mature advice and permiſſion from England. was pleaſed to 


grant a no! proſegui. See Swift's letter to Pope, of Jan. 10, 1721. 


Haculeſ. 
This piece firſt turned the title of popularity in the author's 
When the anther had finifhed Guiliver's travels, he found an 


opening to indulge his love of politics, and to commence 1 patriot 
ter Ireland: and he made uſe of the opportunity, by increafing 
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OF IRISH MANUFACTURE. 3 
we countenance ſo well, that the land- 


laws in 


| lords are every where by penalclexſc abſolutely ibit- 


ing their tenants from ploughing, not to con- 


———— limitations, as is the practice of 


the Engliſn; one effect of which is already ſeen in the 
prodi dearneſs of corn, and the importation of it 
trom „as the cheaper market. And becauſe peo- 
ple are che riches of a country, and that our neighbours have 


done, and are doing, all chat in them lies to make our 


wool a drug to us, and a y to them; therefore 
the politic gentlemen of Ireland have depopulated vaſt 


tracts of the beſt land, for the feeding of ſheep. 


could fill a volume, as hems os the 0 200 of the wil 
men of Gotham, with a catalogue only of ſome cwonderf7 
laws ard cuſtoms we have obſerved within . = | 


paſt. Itistrue indeed, our beneficial traffic of wool with 
France hath been our only ſupport for ſeveral yearspaſt, 


furniſhing us with all the little money we have to pay 
our rents and go to market. But our —— aſſure 
me, this trade h. th received a great damy ùy the 


uctuating codition of the coin in Þ rance : that moſt of their 
_ cvine is paid for in ſpecie, without carrying ehither any com- 


»dity from hence. Es 


the natural jealouſy which the leſſer iſland conſtantly entertains of 
the greater. His treaciſe, or propoſal, immediately raiſed a very 
violent flame. The printer was proſecuted: and the proſecution 
had the ſame effect, which generally attends thoſe kind of meaſures; 
it added fewel to the flame, But his greateſt enemies muſt confeſs, 
that the pamphlet is written in the ſtile of a man, who had the 
good of his country neareſt his heart; who ſaw her errors, and 
wiſhed to correct them; who felt her oppretiions, and withed to re- 
lieve them; and who had a defire to rouſe and awaken an indolent 
nation from a lethargic diſpoſition, that might prove fatal to hercon- 


| MAitution. Crrery.—8Sce An excellent rew ſong on a ſediticas famph-. 
let, vol. 6. p. 265. | 


It was the practice of Iriſh farmers to wear out their ground 


with pl . neither manuring nor letting it lie fallow; and when 


their le were near expired, they ploughed even the meadows, 
and made ſuch havock, that the Jandlores by their zeal to preg 
it were betrayed into this rernĩci ioue meaſure. Hatuleſ. 


4 A PROPOSAL FOR THE Us 
rr 
ing our flocks, it may be worth enquiring, what we 
8 caſe Barnſtable 1 ſhould be over- 
ſtocked, and our French commerce ſhould fail ? 
thought fit to have ſuſ- 


and ther comeminecs a little with the fate of the nation. 
For example: what if the houſe of commons had thought 


fit to make 2 reſolution, zemize contradicente, againſt 
any cloth or ſtuff in their families, which were 
growth and manufacture of this kingdom ? 
Whet if they had had extended it ſo far as utterly toexclude 
all filks,. velvets, callicoes, and the whole /exicon of fe- 


not of t 


male fopperies : and declared that whoever ated other- 
wiſe, ſhould be deemed and reputed an enemy 10 the na- 
&ion ? What if they had fent up ſuch a reſolution to be 


agreed to by the houſe of Lords: and by their own prac- 

_ tice andencouragement ſpread the execution of it in their 
ſeveral counties? What if we ſhould agree to make 

in twoollen a faſpion, as aur neighbours have made 

it a aw? What if the ladies would be content with Iriſh 


ſtuffs for the furniture of their houſes, for gowns and 
petticoats for themſelves and their daughters ? Upon the 


gle fored, that comes from England; and let all the pes- 
| ple jay, AMEN. 
pleaſe his Majeſty 


J hope, and believe, nothing could 


better than to hear, that his nd ſubjects of both ſexes 


m this kingdom ſ celebrated his birth day (now approach- 


ing) uziver/ally clad in their own manufacture. ls there 
virtue encugh lefe | in | this deluded people to ſave them 


4 6 id. td Oe dw wad as 
in England for Iridh wool, Hari. 5 


f Her Grace the Dutcheſs of Dorſet, the Lord Lieutenant 's Lady, 


15 ſaid to have appeared at the — 4 in Dublin, wholly clad in the 
mandfacturs of Ireland on bis jeſty's birth day 1753. Havi“ 


c wa. i 


whole, and to crown all the reſt, let a firm reſolution be 
taken by male and female never to appear with one ſin- 


7 7 
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the chaths and ſtuffs of the nation into all 
| fineneſs and colours, and engaging not to 
_ cording to their euſtom, Ly exatting and impoſing upon the 


the raſcaily mercers and woollen- ar, 
twenty hours raiſe their c4tþs and fi/ks to above a dou- 


OF IRISH MANUFACTURE. 5 


from the brink of ruin? If the men's opinions may be 


taken, the ladies will look as handſome in ſtuffs as in 
brocades; and, fince all will be equal, there may be 
room enough to employ their wit and fancy in chuſing 
and matching patterns and colours. I heard the late 
Archbiſhop of Tuam mention a pleaſant obſervation of 


ſome body's ; that Ireland wouli never be happy until « 


law were made for burning every thing, that came from 


England, except their people and their coals I muft con- 


feſs, that as to the former, I ſhould not be ſorry if they 
would ſtay at home; and for the latter, I hope, in a lit- 


tle time we ſhall have no occafion for them. 


VMs tenti mitra eff, non tanti judicis oftrum, 
but I ſhould rejoice to ſee a fay-/ace from England be 
thought ſcandalous, and become a topic for cenſure at viſits 


and tea tables. 


If the unthin! : g ſhop-keepers in this town had not 


been utterly deſtitute of common ſenſe, they would have 
made ſome propoſal to the parliament, with a petition to 


the purpoſe I have mentioned : 1 \ of ng 
role degrees of 
OY 


_ mobility and either as to the prices or the goodneſs. 
For I remember, in London, upon a general mourning, 


would in four and 


ble price; and if the mourning continued long, then 
come whining with petitians to the court, that they mere 
ready to farve, and their ſueries lay upon their hands. 
N. — ws our ——_— would immediate!; 
ink on this propoſal, addreſſing it to all perſons of qua- 
lity and others; but firſt be ſure to get Dae hady who 
can write ſenſe to put it into form. 
think it needleſs to exhort the clergy to follow this 


good example; becauſe in a little time thoſe among them, 
| who are ſo unfortunate to have had their birth and edzca- 
Lian in this „ill think themſelves abundantly happy, 


when they can afford Iriſh crape and an Athlone har; and 
as to the others, I ſhall nut preſume to direct them. | 
have indecd ſeen the preſent Archbiſhop of Dublin 1 


1 Dr. King 
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_ clad from head to foot in our own manufacture; and yet 


under the roſe be it ſpoken, his grace deferveth as good 4 

gotun, as if be had not been born among 4s. 

I have not courage enough to offer one ſyllable on 

this ſubject to their honours of the army: neither have I 

ſufficiently conſidered the great importance of ſcarlet and 

| lace. 

: The fable in Ovid of Arachne and Pallas is to this 
| purpoſe. The goddefs had heard of one Arachne, a 


young virgin very famous for ſpinning and weaving: they 
both met upon a trial of ſkill ; and Pallas finding herſeli 


almoſt equalled in her own art, ſtung with rage and envy, 
knocked her rival down, and turned her into a ſpider ; 


injoining her to ſpin and weave for ever out of her own 


bervels, and in a very narrow compaſs. I confeſs, that from 


a boy I always pitied poor Arachne, and could never 


heaitily love the goddeſs on account c. /o cruel and unjuft 
a ſentence; which however is fully executed upon us by 
England, with further additions of rigeur and ſeverity, 
lor ine greateſt part of our lemeli and vitali is extracted 


I be ſcripture tells us, that oppreſſion maketh a wiſe man 
nad; therefore, conſequently ſpeaking, the reaſon why 
ſome men are not mad, is becauſe they are not miſe : 


however, it were to be wiſhed, that oppreſſion would in 


time teach a lit le wiſdom io fools 


I was much delighted with a perſon, who hath a great 
eſtate in this kingdom, upon his complain s to me, her, 
grievouſly poor England /affers by impaſctians from Ireland: 
that we wool 


canvry aur tun to France in ſpight of ail the 


| hurpies at the cuſtam- hauſe: that My. Shuctleworth, and 


others on the Chethire ca, are ſuch fools to ſell us their 


bark at 4 good price for tanning our own hides into Jea- 


tber: with other enurmities of the like weight and kind. 


To which I will venture to add more: that the mayoralty | 


+ In the fpring 1753 the parliament of England paſſed an act 
for permitting ihe exportation of wool, and wool! en or bay yarn from 


anv port in Ireland to any pcrt in England; which was before pro- 


hibitcd, And 
In the winter 1753 the Iriſh parliament prohibited the importa- 
tion of. gold and fileer lace, except of the mani fucture of England 


1 [zee . 


wirhout allowing us ſ᷑ the liberty of ſpinning and weaving e 
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in our open fireets, under the very ot the government. 
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for the uſe of our women; which will be a great excou- 


are indeed deciũve enough. 
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this city is always executed 
j4 Is might as 


thouſand pounds a year upon 
ing of this kingdom cofts the Lord — three thouſand 
hundred pounds a year ; fo much net loſs to poor Eng- 
land : that the people of Ireland preſume to dig for coals 1n 
their own grounds; and the tarmers in the county of 
Wicklow ſend their turf to ta the very market of Dublin, 70 
the great diſcouragement of the coal trade of Mottyn + and 
Whitehaven : that the revenues of the Poll- office Bere, /o 
righteouſly belonging to the Engliſh traajury, a; ariſing chief- 
by from aur own commerce with each other, fbould be remit- 
ted to London clogged with that grievous burthen of ex- 
change ; and the ' out of the Iriſh revenzes to 


_ Engliſh favourites ſbould lie under the fame d:Jadvantage, 


ta the great los of the grantees. When a divine is jent 
over to a biſhoprick here with the hopes of five and twenty 
bundred pounds a year , and upon his arrival he finds, alus ! 


the revenue has the 


cauſe * 
plaint. Laſtly, The. ballad upon ee * 


Theſe are > ſew, among the many hardſhips, we pur. 


upon that poor kingdom of England; for which, I am 


confident, every honeſt man wiſhcth a : and I hear, 


there is a ox foot for tranſporting our beſt wheaten 


frraw by lea and land carriage to Dunſtable ; and ob/ig- 


ing us by a lam to take off yearly ſo many tux of fraw hats 


ragement to the manufacture of that induſtrious town. 

| would be glad to learn among the divines, whether 
a law to bind men without their own conſent be obligatory 
in foro conſcientiæ; becauſe I find, Scripture, Sanderſon, 
and Suarez, are wholly filent on the matter. The ora- 
cle of rea/on, the great lat of nature, and general opinion 
of civilians, wherever they treat of /imited 3 


+ Moſiyn in Fliathhire, and Whitehaven in Cumberland. 


* A&A PROPOSAL FOR THE USE 


It is wonderful to obſerve the bias among our people 
in favour of things, perſons and ware: of all kinds, that 
come from England. The printer tells his hawkers, that 
he has got an excellent new ſong juſt brought from Lon- 
don. I have ſomewhat of a tendency that way myſelf ; 
and upon hearing a cox-comb from thence diſplaying him- 
{elf with great volubility upon the park, the play-bouſe, 
_ the opera, the gaming ordinaries, it was apt to in 
me a kind of veneration for his parts and accompliſhments. 
It is not many years, fince I remember a , who by 
his ſtile and literature ſeems to have been the carrectur of 
a hedge-preſs in ſome &/ind-ally about Little-Britain, 
proceed gradually to be an author, at leaſt a f tranſlator 


of a lower rate, although ſomewhat of a larger bulk, than 


any that now flauriſpes in Grub-ſtreet ; and upon the 


ſtrength of this foundation come over Fere, erect himiclf 


up into an orator and politician, and lead a kingdom after 


him. This, I am told, was the very motive, that pre- 


vailed on the || author of a play called, hve in à hollow- 


tree, to do us the honour of a viſt ; preſuming, with very 


good reaſon, that he was a writer of a ſuperior claſs. I 


| know another, who for thirty years paſt hath been the 


common flandard of flupidity in England, where he was 
never heard a minute in any aſſembly, or by any party, 
with commen chriſtian treatment; yet upon his arrival 
— hither could put on a face of importance and authority, 
talk more than fix, without either gracefulneſs, propriety 
or meaning; and at the ſame time be admired and fol- 
lowed as the pattern of eloquence and iſdom. 
Nothing hath humbled me fo much, or ſhewn a great- 


er diſpoſition to a contemptuous treatment of Ireland in 
me chief governors, than that high ſtyle of ſeveral ſpeech- 


es from the throne, delivered as uſual after the royal aſ- 


ſent, in /ome periods of the two lalt reigns. Such exag- 


_ gerations of the prodigious condeſcenſions in the prince to 
paſs ?by/e gon /azrs would have but an odd found at Weſt- 


mioſter : neither do I apprehend, how any good lam can 


pats, wherein the &»g's intereſt is not as much concern- 


ed as that of the people, I remember, after a ſpeech on 


S Suppoſed to be Cæſar's commentaries, dedicated to the Duke of 
Marlborcuph, by Col. Bladen, | | 
| Lore Grimfton. 
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in thoſe times were apt from their Big elevation to look 
dium upon this kingdom, as if it had been. one of their 


colonies of outcaſts in America. And J obſerved alittle of 


the ſame turn of ſpirit in /ome great men, from whom I . 


ected better; although, to do them juſtice, it prov- 


 _ 
ed no point of difficulty to make them correct their idea, 
whereof the whole nation quickly found the benefit —— 


atten. How the ſtyle hath fince run, I 
am wholly a ſtranger ; having never ſeen a ſpeech ſince 


the laſt of the queen. 


l would now expaſtulate a little with our country land- 


lords; who, by unmeaſurable /crerming and racking their 
tenants all over the kingdom, have already reduced the 
miſerable people to a worſe condition than the peaſants in 
France, or the veal; in Germany and Poland; fo that 


the whole /pecies of what we call /ub/fantial farmers, will 
in an very few years be utterly at an end. It was pleaſant 


d obſerve theſe gentlemen, {abour:ng with all their might 


tor preventing the bi from letting their revenues at a 
maderate half value (whereby J the whole order would 


in an age, have been reduced to manifeſt beggary) at the 


very inſtant, when they were every where canting || their 
own land upon ſhort leaſes, and ſacrificing their oldeff 
tenants for a fenuy an acre advance. I know not how it 
comes to pals, (and yet perhaps I know well enough) 
that faves have a natural diſpoſition to be tyrants, and 
_ Ag that 
Lord Lieutenant. | OY | 
1 Whereby, that is by preventing the biſhops revenues from being 
let at half value. See this pofition explained and proved in the tract 
called arguments againft enlarging the power of biſhops, in this volume. 
. it to the higheſt bidde cant f 
Carxting their land is letting it to igheſt bĩdder c ant ſiz- 
cubes the — as auction. Hawkeſ. | 


10 A PROPOSAL, . 
that when my betters give me a kick, I am 


it with ſix upon my.feo:man ; although 
ROE 


untry 
face of nature, or the faces and habits and dwellings of 
the natives, will hardly think bimſelf in a land, where 


is profeſſed. | 
og ned anne — 
a bank, which I hear is projecting in this town. I ne- 
| ver ſaw the , nor underſtand any one particular 
of their ſcheme : moi br emivns.r aye. 
ſuiicient proviſion of hemp, and caps and belli, to diſtri- 
bute according to the ſeveral — — 2 
dence in ſome perſons. I hear only of a monſtrous ſum al- 
ready named; and if oTHERrs do not ſoon hear of it too, 
and hear with a vengeaxce, then am I a gentleman of leſs | 
ſagacity than myſelt and a very few beſides take me to 
de. And the jeſt will be ſtill the better, if it be true, as 
judicious perſons have affured me, that one half is altoge - 
ther imaginarv. The matter will be likewiſe much 
mended, if the merchants continue to carry off our gold, 
and our goldfniths to melt down our heavy ſilver. 


0 This projet fo» hon i Hud wat oo wee brongh: 
into parkament, and — Hawke. 


ht 


A LETTER to the 


Wherein is ſhewn the 


tome reaſon he choſe to write Drapier, and in the 
war ned the * not to receive the coin which was then ent 


I 8-1 


Shopkeepers, 77 radeſmen, 
Farmers, and Common People of In x Aub, 


concerning the Br Ass-HALT PENCE coined 
by one WILLIAM Woop, — XC 
with a defign to have them paſs in 


kingdom. 


— e 

value of his half-pence, and how far every 
perſon may be obliged to take the fame in 
payments, and how to behave himſelf, in 
cale fuch an attempt ſhould be made by 


Wood, or any other perſon. 
(Very proper to be kept in every family.) 
By M. B. DRAPIER. . 


Written in the year 12724. 


r About the yoor a at | 
Lieutenant of Ireland, one William Wood, an hard-ware-man and 
a bankrupt, alledging the great want of copper money in that king- 
dom, procured a pens EU x08,00l. te paſs there as cur- 
rent money. The Dean believing this meaſure to be s vile job 
from the beginning to the end, and that the chief procurers of the 
patent were to be ſharers in the which would ariſe from the 
ruin of a kingdom, affumed the character of a „ which for 
owing letters 


over.] 


® Dr. Sil having retired from the political world, and amuſea 
himſelt for three or four years with poetry, converſation, and rifles, 


| (which i is perhaps the fineſt teſt of a thorough conſummate genius, 


that is above all particular ſyſtems and hypocritical pretences to 
rhiloſophy,) being alarmed in 1724 with freſh matter of indignation 
—8 boldly withſtood the whole force of an infamous 


* projector 


anderſtood to be the 
je&pot this impudent fe 


| #andard; the baſer metals being only 


man 
thinks proper, without being afraid to incur any penalty from the 


law. This whole matter the Doctor laid open in a ſhort treatiſe, 


the Drapier's firſt letter. Swift. 4 95 


The judicious reader cannot but obſerve, that in this letter the 
author hath adapted his ſtyle, bis phraſes, his humour and his ad- 
dreſs in a very wonderful manner to the taſte and apprehenſion of the 


LETTER 


* 


— 


C A ö 


Ass Frs 


58e 


| — * le ; or however artfully they may be repreſented 
| (like this deftraRive 


What 1 have heard; that the writer finding 


( 13 ] 
r 
To the Tradeſmen, s 


The fixth and ſeventh of the Drapier's letters were pr from 


2 friend of the author's in the original manuſcript, as we are 


and have good reaſon to believe: thoſe who are better judges, will 
ſoon determine whether they are genuine or not. It is the opinion 


af ſeveral wiſe men, DNR TT 
_ ings relating to our poor country [Ireland], may be very uſeful to 
_—_— warning them for the future to oppoſe the ſame, or 


deſigns, however plauſible they may at fir appear 


of William Wood) by thoſe who were 
to divide the ſpoil with that impoſtor ; or, laſtly, by proſtitute flat- 
terers, who are ſure to find their private account in the ruin of the 
kingdom ; which ruin would have certainly followed, if the author, 
whoever he was, had not publiſhed his letters in the moſt proper 
juncture, and fitted to all ſorts of readers: whereby in two or three 
months he turned the whole nation, almoſt to a man, againſt that 
iniquitous ſcheme.——The letter to the Lord Chancellor Middleton 
is written with much caution, becauſe the author confeſſes 
to be Dean of St. Patrick's; and I could diſcover his 


ſcribed at the end of the original, — 
other hand. I can give no other reaſon why it 


— fuecerded, and at the fame time 
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at the loweſt rate. | 
you, that when a perſon 


no common or general intereſt in your view, not even the 
wiſeſt among you; neither do you know, or enquire, or 
care, who are your friends, or who are your enemies. 
About four years ago alittle book was written to adviſe 
all people to wear the manufaures of this aur own dear 
country. F It had no other deſign, ſaid nothing againſt 


Lim guilty is enough to diſcourage any 


man from endeavouring to do you good, when you will 
either negle& him, or fly in his face for his pains, and 


when 
| E. power ſeemed to be diſpleaſed, thought it more prudent to 


= _ —_——— 


remedies againſt them. By many paſſages in the other let- 
ters, but particularly in the a dreſs, concerning the great drain of 
money from lrcland, by abſentees, importation of foreign goods, 
balance of „ and the like, it appears that the author had taken 
much pains, and been well informed in the buſineis of computing; 
all his reaſonings upon that ſubject, although he does not deſcend 
to particular ſums, agreeing generally with the accounts given by 
others, who have ſince made that inquiry their particular ſtudy. 


And it is obſervable, that in the addreſs, as well as in one of the 


other letters, h. hath ſpecified ſeveral important articles, that have 


not been taken notice of by others who came after him. Dub, edi: 


+ A propoſal for the uſe of Iriſh maaufactures, 


Ty ms 
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* 


SAE BFeFrerts 


dar 


have 


and many counterfeits paſſed ee 
ſeveral 


* 8 il Tore 


ve might have li 
ve did; but they did not ſucceed. At laſt one Mr. Wood, 


=$J 


a ſhilling. But Mr. Wood made his Bl 


4 


r nnn 2 
and to be 
Ng nd ah atk wi 


fined and im | 
However, I cannot but warn you once more of the 
manifeſt deſtruction before 2982 
Ives as 
I will therefore 
Ner- 
common r 
The fa# is this: it having been many years ſince coy- 
PER-HALF-PENCE Or FARTHI\GS were laſt coined in 
this kingdom, they have been for ſome time very ſcarce, 


ought. 
tell you the plain ffory N 


ns were made to England, that 
to corn new ones, as in former times 


raps : 


a mean, ordinary man, 4 hard-ware dealer, procured a 


— under his zaje/ty's broad. Jeal to coin 108, ooo. in 


for this &ingdom ; which however, did not 
obli ge any one here to take th-m, unleſs chey pleaſed. 
Now you mult know, that the half pence farthings 
in England paſs for very little more than they are worth: 
and, if you ſhould beat them to pieces, and ſell them to 
the brazier, you would not Joſe much above a 


baſe metal, and ſo much ſmaller — 
that the brazier would hardly give vou above 
good money for a of his: fo that this 
108, oool. in good gold and filver muſt be given 
that will not be worth above ezght or ws we 
real value. But this is not the worſt; 
when he pleaſes, may by ſtealth 3 another 
108, ooo. and buy all aur goods for eleven parts in twelve 
under the value. For example, if a batter ſells a dozen 


of hats for five ſpillings a-piece, which amounts to three 


pounds, and receives the payment in Wood's coin, he 


really receives only the value of foe fillings. 


Perhaps, you will wonder how ſuch an ordinary fellow, 


as this Mr. Wood, could have ſo much intereſt as to get 
his ua JES vs broad ſeal for ſo great a ſum of bad mo- 
ney to be ſent to this poor country; and that all the 20 


_—_ here could not obtain the ſame favour, 
and let us make our own balf-pence, as 2 | 
| ow 
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Now I will make that matter very plain: we are at a great 

diſtance from the King's court, and have no body there 

to ſolicit for us, although a great number of /rds and 

*fquires, whole eſtates are here, and are our coun:rymenz 

| ſpend all their Aver and fortunes there: but this ſame Mr. | 
ood was able to attend conſtantly for his own int reſt; 

| he is an Engliſhman, and had great friends, and it ſeems 

knew very well where to give money to thoſe, that would 

ſpeak to others, that could * CE t 

tell a fair fory. And his majeft perhaps the great 

— * — who — ihe think it was = 

our own country's good: and ſo, as the lawyers expreſs it 

— wr 46 ed which often happens in al! 

reigns. And I am ſure if bis majefty knew that fuch a 

38 if it ſhould take effect, according to the deſire of 
Wood, would utterly ruin this kingdom, which hath 

given ſuch great proofs of its „he would immedi- 

ately recal it, and perhaps ſhew his diſpleaſure to ſome - 

_ body or other : but a wordto the wiſe is mug. Moſt of you 

mult have heard with what anger our honourable houſe of 

commons received an account of this Wood's 


| were ſeveral fine /heeches made upon it, and plain proofs, | 
that it was all a wicked cheat from the bottom to the top; 


and ſeveral ſmart votes were printed, which that ſame 
Wood had the aſſurance to anſwer likewiſe in print, and 
in ſo confident a way, as if he were a better man than 
This Wood, as ſoon as his patent was paſſed, or foon 
after, ſends over a great many barrels of thoſe balf-pence 
offered an hundred pounds in his coin tor ſeventy or eigh 

in filver : but the callactars of the ling wy 


neſtly refuſed to take them, and fo did almoſt every body 


Saen greeri FBF Ta 


But Wood is ſtill working underhand to force his ha/f- 
pence upon us; and if he can, by the help of his friends 
in England, prevail fo far as to get an order, that the 
commiſſioners and collefors of the king's money ſhall re- 
ceive them, and that the army is to be paid with them, 
then he thinks is work ſhall be dne. And this is the 
i difficulty 


o 


IRON 


L4 
2 


„EF! 


how the def De ms. In this, and the like caſes, the 
more 


and five to an ounce ; ſuppoſe five, then three ſhillings 
there are many h 


pound-, Bt er 


een eee eee 
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you will be vader is facks caſe; for the com- 
when he goes to the market, or ale-hoaſe, 
money; and, if it be refuſed, perhaps he 
and befor, and threaten to beat the 
wife, or take the goods by force, and throw 


, or victualler, or any other trade adeſman, has no 
7o do, than to demans ren times the ne 
if it 


8 


— wilkdont hath batomes 


and four-pence will weigh a pound, and conſequently 


twenty ſhillings will weigh fix pounds — Mew | 


undred farmers, who pay two hundred 


pounds a year rent; therefore when one of theſe farmers 
ines with his half year's rent, which is one hundred 


FRE tee rorfes load. _ 

7 „ . 

Hane has a mind to come to town to buy 
a0d wiet, ana Acts tor bun "yp on tamily, or pe. 
do Pals ine winter he | aer ! 7; my wh rim five or ix 


| tories io: OK EN, * 4. mers be. their corn; 
and, he nis ladt comes 1. he coach to „ it 

muit — vl 55 a car Jails vw! th Ki. Wood's mo- 
ney. 


® A ſort ol oarity p Ireland. 
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ney. And 1 hope we ſhall have the grace to take it for 


They Squire Conolly * hath frtern thouſand 
pounds &. thy — if he ſends for 22 to town, as 
likely he doth, he muſt have two hundred and fifty 
to bring up his half-year's rent, and two or three 
in his houſe for ſtowage. But what the bank- 
I cannot tell: for I am aſſured, that ſome 
— keep by them forty thouſand pounds in 
ready caſh to anſwer all pay ments; which ſum, in Mr. 
Wood's money, would require twelve hundred horſes to 
. carry it. 

For my own part, I am raed reſolves what to do 3 
I have ms Head epet bid ſtuffs and fils, and in- 
ſtead of taking Mr. Wood's bad copper, I intend to truek 
with my neighbours the butchers and baker: and brewers, 
the reſt, goods for goods ; and the little god and filrer I 

have I will keep by me, like my heart's blood, till better 

times, or until I am juſt ready to ſtarve, and then E will 
buy Mr. Wood's money, as my father did the braſs mo- 
| 22 king Jzmes's time, who could buy ten pounds of 
n a guinea ; and I hope to t as much for a piftole, 
and fo purchaſe bread from thoſe, who will be ach foo 
as ta ſell it me. 
| Thele baff-pence, if they once paſs, ey ſoon be ue 
becauſe it may be cheaply done, the ff is ſo 
baſe The Dutch likewiſe will probably do the ſame 
„and ſend them over to us to pay for our goods ; 
and Mr. Wood will never be at ref, but coin on; fo 
that in ſome years we ſhall at leaſt foe tinves 103,000 J. 
of this — * Now the current money of this king- 
doi is not reckoned to be ab ve four hundred thouſand 
pounds in all; and while there is a fivey ſix- pence left, 
theſe blood- fuckers will never be quiet 

When once the &rngder: is reduced to ſuch a conditi- 
on, [ will tell you what mutt be the end: the gentlemen 
of eſtates will all turn off their tenants for want of pay- 
ments, becaule, as I told you before, the fenaats are ob- 
liged by their leaſes to pay /fer/ing, which is lawful cur- 
rent money of England : then by will turn their own 


farmers, 


* Then Speaker of the houſe of Commons 


miſeries that we ſhall 


| Pounds, ſpilling for twenty ſhillings, and fo on; by which 
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farmers, as too many of them do already; run all into 
— — fuck other cattle as 
are neceſſary ; then they will be their own merchants 
and fend their aal, and butter, and hides, and linen be- 
vond ſea for ready money, and wine, and ſpices, and ſilks. 
They will keep only a few miſerable cottagers: the farm- 
ers muſt rob, or beg, or Kate their country; the ap- 
keepers in this and every other town mult brea+ and farves 


for it is the landed man that mantains the merchant, and 


hpheeper, and handicraft ſman. 
1 the rai — farmer and merchant him- 
felf, all the good money he gets from abroad, he will 
hoard up to fend for England, and keep ſome tayler 
or weaver and the like in his own houſe, who will be 
glad to get bread at any rate. | 5 
I ſhould never have done, if I were to tell you all the 
if we be fo folio and 
wicked as to take this coin. It would be very hard, 
if all Ireland ſhould be put into ane /cale, and this forry 


fellow Wood into the other; that Mr. Wood ſhould 


A gets 
above s million of good year clear into their | 


pocket; : and that is more than the Engliſh do by all the 


But your great confort is, that as his majeſty's patent 


_ doth not oblige you to take this money, fo the /aws have 


not given the crown a of forcing the ſub ject᷑ to take 
what the king p ; for then, by the ſame rea- 


— 
ſons, we might be bound to take pebb/e fones, or cockle- 
Hellt, or flamped lather, for current coin, if ever we 


ſhould happen to live under an ill grince, who might like- 
wiſe, by the ſame power, make a guinen paſs for ten 


he would, in a ſhort time, get all the filver and gal 
of the /ingdom into his own hands, and leave us nothing 
but 4raſ5 or leather, or what he pleaſed. Neither is 
any thing reckoned more cruct and in the 
French government, than their common practice ofcalling 
in all their money, after they have ſunk it very low, and 
then coining it a-new at a much higher value ; which, 
however, is not the thouſandth part ſo wicked as this - 
baminatle project of Mr. Wood. For the French give 
| their 


the judgment of ſome great lacmyer: 


not only from the plain meaning of the words, but from 
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their ſubjefts flver for filver, and gold for gold ; but this | 
Te r 


dur gold and ſilver, nor even a twelfth part of their 
worth. | 


Having faid this much, I will now go on to tell you 
in this matter; whom 
I tee'd on purpoſe for your ſakes, and got their opinion: 


under their hands, that I might be ſure I went upon good 


4 famous law-book, called the mirrour of juſtice, di/- 
cour/ing of the charters (or laws) ordained by our ancient 
kings, declares the law to be as falls: it was oraained, 


that no king of this realm Gould change or impair the mo- 
ney, or make 
out the afſent of all the counties ; that is, as my lord Coke 
r. mr the aſſent of parliament. 
F is . 


any other money than of gold or filver, with- 


is very ancient, and of great authority for 
the time in which it was written, and with that character 
is often quoted by that great lawyer my /ord Coke. T By 
the laws of England ſeveral metals — divided into la 


ful or true metal, and unlawful or falſe metal; the former 


felver or gold, the latter all Sher metals ; 


compr 
that the former is only o paſs in payments, appears by an 
_ aft of parliament 


+ made the twentieth year of Edward 
the firſt, called, the ſtatute concerning the paſſing of pence 3 
Engliſh; 


which I give you here as I got it tranſlated into 

for ſome of our late at that time were, as I am told, 
written in latin: whoever in buying or ſelling preſumes to 
refuſe an bull penny or farthing of lazoful money, bearing 


the flamp which it ought to have, let him be ſeized on as a 
contemner of the king's majeſty, and caſt into prion. 
By the fatute, no perion is to be reckoned a cantemu- 
er of the king's majeſly, and for that crime to be commit- 
ted to priſon, but he who refuſeth to accept the king's 
coin made of lamful metal; by which, as I obſerved be- 
fore, ſilver and gold only are intended. 

That this is the true canſtructian of the af, appears 


1 Ind. 576. t 2 Int. 8 
+ 2 laſt. 577. 


of 
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my lord Coke's * obſervation upon it. By this at (ſays 
he) it appears, that no ſubject can be forced to take in 
no, or ſelling, or other payment, any money made but 
of /awful metal; that is, of ſilver or geld. 
The law of England gives the king all mines of gald 
and fleur; but not the mines of other metals ; the reaſon 
of which prerogative or power, as it is given by my lord 
Coke, + is becauſe money can be made of gold and ſilver 
but not of other metals. | ” 
Purſuant to this opinion half pence and farthings were 

anciently made of fiir, which is evident from the act 
of parliament of Henry che fourth, chap, 4. whereby it 
is enacted as follows: Nen, for the great ſcarcity that is 
at preſent within the realm of England of half-pence and 
farthings of ſilver, it is ordained and eftabliſhed, that the 
third part of all the money of ſilver plate which fall be 
brought to the bullion, ſtall be made into half-pence and 
farthings. This ſhews, that by the words Bf penny and 
farthing of lawful money in that fatute concerning the 
paſſing of pence, is meant a ſmall coin in half-pence and 
farthings of ſilver. 3 | es 

This is further manifeſt from the ſtatute of the ninth. 
year of Edward the third, chap. 3. which enacts, that 
10 fferling half. penny or farthing be molten for to nale veſ- 
ſets, or any other thing by the goldſmiths, nor others, upon 
the forfeiture of the money /o molten (or melted. Y 
By another act in this king's reign, /ach nuney was not 


not to pals : 


Thus the i ſtands in relation to cin. Nor is there 
any example to the contrary, except one in Davis's re- 
ports, who tells us, that in the time of Tyrone's rebel- 
lion, queen Elizabeth ordered money of mixed metal to be 
coined in the tower of London, and ſent over hither for 
the payment of the army, obliging all people to receive 
2 e 5 it ; 


* 2 Inſt. 577. + zlaſt. 577 
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it; and commanding that — 


as bullion ; that is, for as 


as it weighed. 


28 — to law, 8 


power. And, beſides, it is to be conſidered, that ö 


the QUEEN was then under great difficulties by. a rebe/li- 
on in this kingdom aſſiſted from Spain; and whatever is 
done in great exigences and dangerous times, ſhould ne- 


ver be an example to proceed by in ſeaſons of peace and 


quierneſs. 

7 10 now, my dear friends, to ſave you the trouble, 
| ſet before you in ſhort, what the Jan obliges you to de, 
and what it does not oblige you to. 

Firſt, you are obiiged to take all money in payments 
which is coined by the king, and is of the Enghh fund. 
ard or weight, provided it be of gold or filver. 


Secondly, you are not obliged to take any money which 
is not of gold or filver; not only the haif-fence or for- 


dig: of England, but of any other country. And it is 


merely for convenience, or eaſe, that you are content to 


take them; becauſe the cuſtom of coining filver ha/f- 


pence and farthings, hath long been left of; | ſuppoſe on 


account of their being ſubject to be loft. 
Thirdly, much les are we obliged to take thoſe vile 


-pence of that fame Wood, by which 2 *T 


al moſt eleven pence in every ſhilling. 


Therefore, my friends, ſtand to it one and all: refuſe 


this filthy trap. It is no treaſon to rebel againſt Mr. 


Wood. His majeffy, in his patent, obliges no body to | 


take theſe half-penc 


e : our gracions prince hath no ſuch ill 


e yet you ſee, the laws 


have not left it in the king's power to force us to take any 


coin but what is lawful, of right Randacd, gold and fiver. 
Therefore you have nothing to fear. 


And let me in the next place apply myſelf particularly 
to you, who are the poorer fort of tradeſmen. Perhaps 


you may think, yog will net be fo great laſers as the rick, 4 


Ss sr rr 


yea If you carry theſe ha/f-pence to a ſhop for tobacco, 
or brandy, or any other thing that you want; the ſhop- 


muſt break, and leave the &#zy 
| think I will ſell you a yard of ten penny finff for twenty of 


| heard 


by chem to refreſh their memories, whenever they ſhall 
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if theſe half-pence ſhould paſs ; becauſe you ſeldom ſee 
any fil ver, and your cuſtomers come to your ſh ps 
with nothing but 5rafs, which you likewiſe find hard to 
be got. But you may take my word, whenever this 


footing among you, you will be utterly un- 
will advarce his goods accordingly, or elſe he 
under the door. Do you 


Mr. Wood's half-pence ? No, not under two hundred af 


| leaſt ; neither ill T be at the trouble of counting, bat weigh 


them in a lump. 1 will tell you one thing further, that 
if Mr. Wood's project ſhould take, it would ruin even 
our beggars ; for when I give a beggar a half-penny, it 


will quench his thirſt, or go a good way to fill his bel- 


ly ; but the twelfth part of a half-penny will do him no 
more ſervice, than if I ſhould give him three pins out of 


my ſleeve. | 


In ſhort, theſe 2, pence are like the accurſed thing, 
which, as the cripture tells us, the children of Iirael were 
forbidden to tach. They will run about lite the plague, 
and deftrey every one who lays his hands upon them. Thave 

4 talk of a man who told the king, that he 
had invented a way to torment people by putting them 


into a bull of braſs with fire under it: but the prince put 
the projectur firit into his brazen bull to make the expe- 


riment. This very much retembles the projet of Mr. 

Wood; and the like of this may poſſibly be Mr. Wood's 
fate ; that the braſs he contrived to torment this king- 
dom with, may prove his own torment, and his deftruc- 
tion at laſt. 


N. B. The author of this paper is informed by per- 
ſons, who have made it their buſineſs to be exact in their 


oblervations on the true value of theſe half pence, that 
any perſon may expect to get a quart of tts penny ale for 


ire) ſix of them. 
I defire that all families may keep this paper carefully 
have 
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have farther notice of Mr. Wood's half-pence, or any 


LETTER 


» Dr 
that, in the eaſtern pt » Was like unto a tempeſt in the day 

of the whirlwind. Every perſon of every rank, party, and denomi- 
nation, was convinced, that the admiſſion of Wood's copper muſt 
prove fatal to the common-wealth. The papiſt, the fanatic, the 


tory, the whig, all liſted themſelves voluntiers under the banner of 


M. B. Drapier, and were all equally zealous to ſerve the common 
cauſe. Much heat, and many fiery ſpeeches againſt the adminiſtra- 
tion, were the conſequence of this union : nor had the flames been 
allayed, notwithſtanding threats and proclamations, had not the coin 
been totally ſuppreſſed, and had not Wood withdrawn his patent, 
Orrery. Ses the note at the end of letter 5. | | 


any 


to a patient a ram of phyſic, ſhall a raſcal apothecary 


country, confederates with Wood, from whom they are 


1 
e 


A LETTER to Mr. Harding the printer, 
upon occaſion of a paragraph in his news- 
paper of Aug. 1. 1724, relating to Mr. 


Wood's FIALF PENCE. 


N your neus letter of the ſuſt inflant there is a 
gragh, dated from London july 25th, relating to 


' Wood's half-pence; whereby it is plain, what I foretold 


in my letter to the ſhopkeepers, &c. that this vile fellow 
would never be at reſt; and that the danger of our ruin 
approaches nearer; and therefore the kingdom requires 
new and freſp warning. However, I take this paragraph 
to be, in a great mealure, an impoſition upon the pub- 


lic; at leaſt I hope fo, becauſe I am informed that Wood 


is generally his own news- writer; I canrot but obſerve © 
from that paragraph, that this public enemy of ours, not 
ſatisfied to ruin us with his fraſb, takes every occaſion to 
treat this kingdom with the utmoſt contempt. He re- 


preſents /everal of our merchants and traders, upon exami- 
mation lefare.a committee of council, agreeing. thut there was 


the utmoſt neceſſity of copper - money here, before his patent; 
/o that jeveral gentlemen hate been forced to tally with their 

workmen, and give them bits of cards ſeated and jubſcribsd 
with their names. What then? If a phyſician preſcribe 


cram him with a pound, and mix it up with pain? and 


is not a landlord's hand and ſeal to his own labourers a 


better ſecurity for five or ten ſhillings, than Wood's 
braſs, ten times below the real value, can be to the kirg- 


dom for an hundred and eight thouſand pounds: 


But who are cheſe merchants and traders of Ireland 
that made this report of the u!moſt neceſſity we are under 
for copper monay ? they are only a few betrayers of their 


Vor. III. B 10 
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to purchaſe a great quantity of his coin, perhaps at half 
the puice that we cor to take it, ane] vened ir many wa, 9 
the ruin of the public, and their own private advantages. 
Are not theſe excellent witneſſes, whole integrity 


the fate of the kingdom muſt d , evidences in their 


own cauſe, and ſharers in this work of iniquity ? 


If we could have deſerved the liberty ofcoining for or- 
ſelves, as we formerly did, and why we have it not, i- 


body's wonder, as well as mine, ten thouſand pounds 
have been coined here in Dublin of only one-fifth 
nee 
of half-pence we then had, would have been ſufficient ; 
but Wood, by his emiſfaries, enemies to Gop and this 
hath taken care to buy up as many of our old 
half-pence as he could; and thence the preſent 
want of change ariſes ; to remove which by Mr. Wood's 
remedy, would be to cure a ſerateh on the finger by cut- 
ting off the arm. But ſuppoling there were not one far- 
thing of « in the whole nation, I will maintain, 
that five and twenty thouſand pounds would be a fum 
fully ſufficient to anſwer all our occafions. I-am no in- 
confid-rable ſhopk-eper in this town, I have diſcourſed 


with ſeveral of my own, andother trades, with many gen- 


 tlemen both of city and country, and alſo with great 


numbers of farmers, cottagers, and labourers, who all 


agree, that two ſhillings in change for every family would 


— — in all dealings. Now, by the 


largeſt wage yo (even before that grievous diſcou- 
ragement of agriculture, * which hath ſo much leſſened 
— the fouls in this kingdom are computed to 
be one million and a half; which, fix toa fami- 


ty, renn thouſand families, and 


eonſequently two ſhillings to each family will amount 
_ only to five ard twenty d pounds ; 
-baneſf, liberal, hard-ware-man, Wood, would impoſe up- 

on us above forr times that ſum. 
I that Sir Iſaac Newton 
reported an afſay taken at the Tower of Wood's metal, 

by which it appears, that Wood had in all reſpefs per 
formed his contract. His contract! with whom ? was it 


„:. cantons 4 


Perhaps the prohibition from ploughing. See p. 3. 


whereas this 
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chink fit to employ themſel 
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purchaſers ? but they deteſt, abhor, and reject it 
rern Up- 


Wood takes care to coin a dozen or two half - pence of 
good metal, ſends them to the tower, and they are ap- 


and theſe muſt anſwer all that he hath already 


coined, or ſhall coin for the future. It is true, indeed, 


that a gentleman often ſends to my ſhop for a pattern of 
ſtuff; I cur it fairly off, and, if he likes it, he comes, or 
ſends, and compares the with the whole piece, 


pattern 
and probably we come to a bargain. But if I were to buy 


an hundred ſheep, and the grazier ſhould bring me one 
fingle weti.er fat and well fleeced, by way of pattern, 
and expect tbe ſame price round for the whole hundred, 
without ſuffering me to fee them befure — — 
wing me good iecurity to reſtore my money for tl 

CE urn, or /cabby, | would be none of his 
cuſtomer. I have heard of a man who had a mind to ſell 
his houſe, 2nd therefore carried a piece of brick in his 


pocket, which he ſhewed as a pattern to 


chaſers ; and this is directly the caſe in point with Mr. 


Wood's 4/ay. 


The next part of the paragraph contains Mr. Wood's 
voluntary propoſals for preventing any further objeficns or 

His firit propoſal is, that where be hath already coined 
Seventeen thouſand pounds, and has copper prepared to make 
it up forty thouſand pounds, he will be content ts coin no 


more, unlcſs the EXIGENCES OF TRADE REQUIRE IT, 


although his patent imfotvers him to coin a far greater guan- 
2 


To which if } wee ts ßen is rould be thes : let 


Mr. Wood and his crew of founder; and tinkers coin on, 
till chere is not an old kettle left in the kingdom; let 
them coin old leather, tobacco-pipe clay, or the dirt in 


the ſtreet, and call their trumpery by what name they 

„from a guinca to a farthing ; we are not under 
any concern to know how he and his tribe of accomplices 
ves. But I hope, and truft, 


* ——— — 


Ay ones r reer a 


Firit, 1 4 that —_ ſum 
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that we are all to a man fully determined to have nothing 
to do with him or his ware. 
The king has given him a 


patent to coin half-pence, 


| but hath notobliged us totake hem; and I have 3 
ſhewn in my letter to the ſipheepers, Nc. that the law | | 


hath not left it in the power of the prerogative to compel 
the ſubject to take any money, beſides gold and ſilver of 


the right ſterling 
Wood further (if I underſtand him right, for 
his expreſſions arc dubious) that he will not coin —_ 


ani the 


thouſand pounds, 


_ s of trade require 

forty — 2 is 
almoſt double to what I proved to 1 ſufficient for the 
whole kingdom, although we had not one of our old half- 


pence left. Again, I aſk, who is to be judge when the 
exigences of trade require it? Without doubt he means 


himſelf ; for, as to us of this poor kingdom, who muft be 
utterly ruined if this projet ſhould ſucceed, we were ne- 


ver ance conſulted till the matter was over, and he will 


judge of our exigences by his own ; neither will theſe be 


ever at an end, till he and his accomplices ſhall think 
| they have enough: and it now appears that he will not 


be content with all our gold and filver, but intends to 


buy up our goods and manufactures with the ſame coin. 


I ſhall not enter into examination of the prices, for 


which he now propoſes to ſell his half-pence, or what he 
calls his copper, by the pound ; T have faid enough of it - 


by others. Ir is certain, that by his own firlt computa- 


tion we were to pay three ſhillings for what was intrin- 


| fically worth but one, although it had been of the true 
— & and ſtandard for which he pretended to have con- 


trafted ; but there is ſo great a difference both in weight 
and badneſs in ſeveral of his coins, that ſome of them 


have been nine in ten below the intrinſic value, and moit 


of them fix or ſeven, 

His laſt propofal, being of a peculiar ſtrain and nature, 
deſerves to be very particularly conſidered, both on ac- 
count of the matter and the ſtyle. It is as follows: 
Laſtly, In confideration of the direful apprehenſions 
which prevail in Irel ind, that Mr. Wood will by uch 


cutnage 


LES 4 


— 


Irrer 8 


7 


* 


will | 


obliged to receive more than five-pence half-penny at one 


dum, priding himſelf as the cauſe of them, —— 
preſcribe (what no king of England ever attempt 


millings in 
heard ſuch a compound of im 


| promiſes, that zo 


it it be offered; whereas his patent 
can the prerogative by law claim ſuch a 
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coinage drain them of their gold and filver ; be to 
tale their manufaftures in exchange, and that no perſon be 


payment. 3 
Firſt, obſerve this little impudent hard. ma,. e- man turn- 


ing into ridicule the direful apprebenſions of a whole king- 
to 
d) 
how far a whole nation ſhall be obliged to take his braſs 


coin. And he has reaſon to inſult : for ſure there was 


never an example in hiſtory of a great kingdom kept in 
awe for above à vear, in daily dread of utter deſtruction, 


not by a powerful invader at the head of twenty thou- 
ſand men, not by a plague or a famine, not by a tyran- 


nical prince (for we never had one more gracious) or a 
corrupt adminiſtration, but by one ſingle, diminutive, 


inſigniſicant mechanic. 


But to go on: to remove our direful afprebenfion:, that 
be will drain ut of our gold and filver by his coinage, this 
little arbitrary mock-monarch moſt” graciouſly offers to 


| take aur nanufactures in exchange. Are our Iriſh under- 


ſtandings indeed fo low in his opinion ? Is not this the 
very miſery we complain of, that his curſed project 
will put us under the neceſſity of ſelling our goods for 


what is equal to nothing? How would ſuch a propoſal 


ſuund from France or Spain, or any other country with 


which we traflic, if they ſhould offer to deal with us on- 


ly upon this condition, that we ſhould take their 


money 

at ten times higher than the intrinſic value? Does Mr. 
Weod think, for inſtance, that we will fell him a ſtone 
of wool for a parcel 


of his counters not worth f- pence, 
when we can ſend it to England, and receive as many 
gold and filver? Surely there was never 
villany, and folly. 
His propoſals conelude with perfect high treaſon. He 
perſon ſhall be obliged to receive more 
than five-pence half-penny of his coin in one payment. By 
which it is plain, that he pretends to o4/ige every ſub- 
Ject in this kingdom to take ſo much in every payment, 
obliges no man, nor 
5 power, as I have 
often oblerved ; ſo that here Mr. 96 


r ˙ðO . ⁵ ü —˙ eee 
8 — — — — —— 
—— 2 - 


> 


peg 


every payment. 
| arcs though the dead like betet el, 
725 1 dare to ſorce one 4 
on me in 
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TS | | | 

1 who are this wretch's advi/ers who are 
ſupporters, abettors, encouragers, or fbarers ? Mr. Wood 

7 me to take five-pence | 

And I will ſhoot Mr. Wood and his 


payment of an —— is no lo 
of honour to ſubmit to the lin; but who, with the fi. 
gure of a nan, can think with patience of being devoured 
alive by a rat ? He has laid a tax upon the people of 


Ireland of ſeventeen ſhillings at leaſt in the pound: a tax, 
I fay, not only upon lands, but intereſt-money, goods, 
manufactures, and 


the hire of handicraftſmen, labour 


twenty Umes five-pence half- 


Fa is nine . two-pence, which is above an 


a year, wherein you will be 


— pr urged one te Rer and forty pounds by taking 


your payments in his money. If any of you be content 
to deal with Mr. Wood on ſuch conditions, you may; 


but for my own particular, let his money periſb with him. 
If the famous Mr. r 


than 
— 


t 3 I will rather chuſe to be hanged, 


1 — 1 ſhillings in 
arbitrary pleaſure of the ve - 
— Wood. 

The h concludes thus: N. B (chat is to ſay, 


paragrap 
nota bene, or mark well) Ne evidence appeared from Ireland, 
or elſewhere, to prove the miſchiefs | ped of 1 fu 


n execution of the 


The impudence of this remark exceeds 1 


before. Firſt, the houſe of commons in Ireland, which 


repreſents the whole people of the kingdom: and ſecond- 
I, *** 


, and an abſolute dominion over the 


of his braſs 


FEET 


7 of puriament; will g Charles I. without au- 


my 
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| council? If any foreigner ſhould aſk us, whoſe i 


metal. 


F 


of commons, and our whole privy-council, go o- 
gue fro and can _ Mr. — * what — 
give his patent for coĩning half- pence in Ire 

? 22 becauſe it was repreſented to his ſa- 
jeſty, that ſuch a coinage won Id be of advantage 
of this kingdom, and of all his ſubjects here? 
is to the patentee's peril, if his repreſentation be falſe, 
the execution of his patent be fraudulent and cor- 
rupt. Is he fo wicked and fooliſh to think, that his pa- 
tent was given him to ruin a million and a half of peo- 
ple, that he might be a gainer of three or fourſcore thou- 
land pounds to himſelf ? Before he was at the charge of 
paſſing a patent, much more of raking up ſo much filthy 

droſs, and ftamping it with his majeſty's image and ſuper- 

ſcription, ſhould he not firſt in common ſenſe, in common 
equity, and common manners, have. conſulted the prin- 
cipal party concerned; that is to ſay, the people of the 
ingdom, the houſe of lords, or commons, or the privy- 


H 


7 
1 


8 
7 


2. 


and 
Apron there is on Wood's coin? we d be 
_ alhamed to tell him, it was Czfar's. In that great want 


of copper half-pence which he alledges we were, our 


city ſet up our Czfar's f ſtatue in excellent copper at an 
expence, that is equal in value to thirty thouſand pound 
of his coin; and we will not receive his image in worſe 


I obſerve many of our people 


obey 
| + An equeſtrian ſtatue of George 1. at Eſlen- bridge, Dublin. 
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obey it than to run our heads into the fire. Beſides, his 
majeſty will never command us by a proclamation, what 
he does not offer to command us in the patent i elf. 
There he leaves it to our diſcretion ; fo that our deftruc. 
tion mult be entirely owing to ourſelves. Therefore let 
no man be afraid of a proclamation, which will never be 
granted ; and if it ſhould, yet upon this occaſion will be 
of no force. The king's revenues here are near four 
hundred thouſand pounds a year. Can you think his 
miniſters will adviſe him to take them in Wood's braſs, 
which will reduce the value to fifty thouſand pounds ? 
England gets a million ferling by this nation; which, if 
this projet goes on, will be almoſt reduced to nothing: 
and do you think thoſe, who live in England upon Irith 

ai a be content to take an eighth or tenth part by 
being paid in Wood's droſs? 

It Wood and his confederates were not convinced of 
our ſtupidity, they never would have attempted fo auda- 
cious an enterpriſe. He now ſees a ſpirit hath been raiſ- 
ed againſt him, and he only mides it begins to flag: 
he goes about watching when to devour us, He hopes 
we thall be weary of contending with him; and at laſt, 
aut of ignorance or fear, or of being perfectly tired with 
oppoſicion, we ſhall be forced to yield ; and therefore,! 
confeſs, it is my chief endeavour to keep up your ſpirits 
andi reſentments. If tell you there is a precipice under 

you, and that if you go forwards you will certainly break 

your necks; if I point to it before your eyes, mult I be 
at the trouble of repeating it every morning ? Are our 
people's hearts waxed groſs ? are their ears dull of bear- 
ing? and have they claſed their eyes? I fear there are ſome 
few vipers among us, who for ten or twenty gain 
would ſell their fouls and their country; although at laſt 


it ſhould end in their own ruin, as well as ours. Be not te 
like the deaf adder, who refuſeth to hear the voice of the ® 
 charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely. | 
Although my letter be directed to you, Mr. Harding, : bs 
yet I intcnd it for all my countrymen. I have no intereit cl 
in this affair, but what is common to the public: I can 0 
live better now many others: I have ſome gold and fil- " 
ver by me, and a ſhop well furniſhed ; and ſhall be able { 
to wake a ſhift, when many of my better are ſtarving. a 


But 


robbers at his door, get out of bed and raiſe his family 
for a common defence ? and ſhall a whole kingdom lie 
in a lethargy, while Mr. Wood cames at the bead .of his 
confederates to rob them of all they have, to ruin us and 
our polterity, for ever ? If a highwayman meets you on 


the road, you give him your money to fave your life ; 


but God be thanked, Mr. Wood cannot touch a hair of 
your heads. You have all the laws of God and man on 
your fide : when he or his accomplices offer you hisdroſs, 
it is but ſaying s, and you are ſafe. If a mad pan 


mould come into my ſhop with a handful of dirt raked 


out of the kennel], and offer it in payment for ten yards 
of ſtuff, I would pity, or laugh at him ; or, if his beha- 


viour deſerved it, kick him out of my doors. And if 
Mr. Wood comes to demand my gold 


and filver, or com- 
modities, for which I have paid my gold and filver, in 


exchange for his traſh, can he deſerve or expect 
treatment? | 


When the evil day is come (if it muſt come) let us 


mark and obſerve thoſe, who preſume to offer the half- 
pence in payment. Let their names and trades, and 
places of abode, be made public, that every one may be 


aware of them, as betrayers of their country, and confe- 
derates with Mr. Wood. Let them be watched at mar- 
kets and fairs; and let the firſt honeſt diſcoverer give the 


_ word about, that Mr. Wood's half-pence have been of- 
_ tered, and caution the poor innocent people not to receive 


m. 

Perhaps Thave been too tedious; but there would ne- 
ver be an end, if I attempted to ſay all that this melan- 
choly ſubject will bear. I will conclude with humbly 
offering one propoſal ; which, if it were put into prac- 
tice, would blow up this deſtructive project at once. Let 
ſome ſailful, judicious pen draw up an advertiſement to 
the following purpole : 


"FR Whereas 


277. 


ade e ks ary, money, £209 
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Whereas one William Wood, bard: ware-man, now or 


ſojourning in the city of London, hath, 4 
= addy. patent for coining an 2 Fx. 


times greater than our 


coined his half pence of ſuch baſe metal, and falſe 
weight, that lea in ſeven below the 
real values: pr Arann, fag! oo agree 


Wong my i ores af | 


88 law the ſubje# cannot be 
gold or filver: and 


txt, the jail Woe the letter and meaning of the ſaid pa- 
tent, the ood hath declared, that every perſon ſpall 


be obli to take fe- hence half penny of his coin in every 


payment : and whereas the houje of commons, and 


carncil, have ſeverally addreſſed bis moſt facred majeſy, re- 


preſenting the ill conſequences which the ſaid coinage may 


bare upon this kingdom : and, laſtly, whereas it is univer- 


ally agreed, that the whole nation to a man (except N 


Wood, and his confederates) are in the utmoſt — 
ers of the ruineus cunſeguences that maſt follew from the 


faid co'nage ; therefire we, whoſe names are underwritten, 
being perjons of canfiderable eſtates in this kingdom, and re- 


Filer therein, do unanimonſly reſelve and deciure, that we 


will never receive ane farthing er helf-penny F the ſaid 


Wood's coining ; and that tre will direct all our tenants is 
2 refuſe the ſaid coin from any oh whatſoever ; of which 

they may not be ignorant, we have jent them « copy 
of this advertiſement zo be read to them by our flewards, - 


cetvers, &c. 
1 could wiſh, that a paper of ihis nature might be drawn 


up, and ſigned by two or thiee hundred principal gen- 


tlemen of this kingdom; and printed copies thereuf ſent 
to their ſeveral tenants. I am deceived if any thing could 
ſooner defeat this execrable defign cf Wood, and his ac- 


_ complices. This would immediately give the alarm, and 
et the kingdom on their guard; this would give courage 


A > & a. that the faid Wood 
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' to the meaneſt tenant and cottager. How lng, O Lord, 


J muſt tell you in particular, Mr. Harding, that you 
3 Several hundred have en- 
quired at your houſe for my letter to the „ Ke. 
and you had none to ſell them. Pray keep yourſelf pro- 
vided with that letter, and with this: you have got very 
well by the former; but I did not then write for your 


| ſake, any more than I do now. Pray advertiſe both in 


every new paper; and let it not be your fault or mine, 
if our countrymen will not take warning. I defire you. 


|  Tikewiſe to ſell them as cheap as YOu can. 


Ian your ſervant, 


M. 3. 


Aug 4, 1724. 
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Some OBSERV ATIONS upon apaper, call- 
ed, The repert of the committee of the moſt 
| honourable the privy- council in England, re- 

lating to Wood's balf pence. 


AVING already written two letters to the people 
of my own level and condition, and having now 
very prefling accafion for writing a ird; I thought I 
could not more properly addreſs it than to your lordfhips 
and worſp17s. | | | V 
The occaſion is this: a printed paper was ſent to me 
on the 18 ch inſtant, entitled, 4 report of the committee of 
the lords of his majeſiy's moſt honourable privy-· council in 
England, relating to Mr. Mod's half pence and farthings. 
There is no mention made Where the paper was printed; 
dut 1 ſuppoſe it to have been in Dublin: and I have 
been told, that the copy did not come over in the Gazette 
but in che London journal, or iome other print of no 
authority or conſequence. And, for any thing that le- 
gaily appears to the contrary, it may be a contrivance 
to fright us; or a project of ſome printer, who hath a 
mind io make a peuny by publiſhing ſome hing upon a 
ſubject, which now employs all our thoughts in this &ing- 
dam. Mr. Wood in publiſhing this paper, would iulinu- 
ate to the world, as if the committee had a greater con- 
cern for his credit, and privite emolument, than for the 
honour of the prity council, and both houſes of parliament: 
here, and for the qu'-: and welfare of this whole king- 
dom; for it ſeems intended a vindication of Mr. Wocd, 
not without ſeveral ſevere refletions on the houſes of 
4rds and commons of Ireland. + 


The 


n. 


re- 


5 This (may it pleaſe your lr. and worſbips} may 
1 I have endeavoured (although without 


| haif an ounce of lead, ſtam 


E T T ER II. 37 
is indeed written with the turn and air of 
; as if it were a diſpute between William 
the one part, and the lords juſtices, privy coun- 
ail, and both houſes of parliament on the other: the deſign 
of it being to clear William Wood, and to charge the 


on him. | 
© But if it be really what the title imports, Mr. Wood 


hath treated the committee with great rudeneſs, by pub- 
liſhing an act of theirsin ſo unbecoming a manner, with- 
out their leave, and before it was communicated to the 


government and privy-council of Ireland; to whom the 
committee adviſed that it ſhould be tranſmitted. Bur, 
with all deference be it ſpoken, I do not conceive that a 


report of a committee of the council in England is hitherto 
a law in either &;zgdbm ; and until any point is determin- 
ed to be a law, it remains diſputable by every ſubject 


ſeem a ttrange way of 


diſcourſing in an illiterate ſbopheep- 
the help of 
books) to improve that ſmall portion of reaſon God hath 
been pleaſed to give me; and when reaſon plainly ap- 

beſore me, I cannot turn away my head from it. 


_ "L hus, for initance, if any lawyer ſhould tell me that ſuch 


2 poiut were law, from which many groſs palpable ab- 


 turdities mult follow; I would not, I could not believe 


bim. it Sir Edward Coke ſhould poſitively aſſert, (which 
he no where does, but the direct contrary) that a /imited 

inc could by his prerogative oblige his ſubjects to take 
| ped with his image, for twen- 


| ty ſhillings in gold, I ſhould ſwear he was deceived, or a 
_ deceiver ; becaule a power like that would leave the 


whole lives and fortunes of the people entirely at the 
mercy of the monarch ; yet this in effect is what Wood 
hath advanced in ſome of his papers; and what ſuſpici- 
ous people may potiibly appr: hend tom iome paſſagesin 
that, which is called the report. 
That paper mentions /zch perſons to have been examin- 
ed, who were deſirous and willing to be hiurd upon that 
Jubjef. I ata told there were tour in i; Coeby, Bo_ 


| Mir. Finley the banker, and one more, whoſe name 1 


know not. The firſt of theſe was tried for robbing the 


| bold to call him in my former letters; however, a 
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in Ireland : and though he was acquitted for 


want of legal yet every perſon in the court beliey. 
ed him to be 
| But, fince gone ſo far as to mention particular 


at his 
he is in the patent intituled g/qzize, although he were un- 
to be only a hard. mare man; and ſo I have been 


he is, not only by virtue of his patent, but by having 
been a collector in Shropſhire ; where pretending to 


have been robbed, and ſuing the county, he was caſt, and 


for the infamy of the fact loſt his employment. 


1 
I have heard another ſtory of this ſquire Wood from 
a very honourable lady, that one Hamilton told her. 
Hamilton 


was tent for fix years ago by Sir Iſaac Newton 


to try the coinage of four men, who then ſolicited a pa- 
tent for coining half-pence for Ireland; their names were 
Wood, Coſtor, Elliſton, and Parker. Parker made the 
_ faireſt offer, and Wood the worſt; for his coin were 
three halt-pence in a pound weight leſs value than the 
other. By which it is plain, with what intentions he ſo- 
| licited his patent; but not ſo plain how he obtained it. 


It is alledged in the ſaid paper called the report, that 


upon repeated orders from a ſecretary of ſtate for ſend- 
ing over ſuch papers and witneſſes, as ſhould be thought 
proper to ſupport the objections made again the patent, 


(by both houſes of parliament ;) the hrd lieutenant re- 
preſented the great difficulty he found himſelf in, to cum- 


ply with 


would take upon them to adviſe, how any material perſon, or 
papers, might be ſent over on this * Sc. And this 
is often repeated, and repreſented as 4 proceeding that 

very extraordinary, that in a matter, which had raij- 


E fo great a clamour ix Ireland, 20 one perſen could be pre- 


vailed upon to come over from Ireland in ſuppurt of the unit- 
ed ſenſe of bath houſes of parliament in Ireland 4 ef} ecially 


that the chief difficulty ſhuuld arije from a general appre- 
 benfion of a miſcarriage, in an enquiry before his majejiy, er 


may be fame farieſaBiicn t know who is this = 
mercy for almoſt two years together. I find 


| theſe orders : that none of the principal mem- 
ber: of both houſes who were in the king's ſervice, or council, 
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already 
| ſenſe of both houſes 


know, how ſuch a fyle would be reſented in England | 


e 


wiſe miniſter, who deſpiſed the zxiver/al clamour of a 
people; and if that clamour can be quieted by diſap- 
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24 by due courſe of law, in a caſe where both 
no A. | had declared themſelves ſo convinc- 
houſes of n — | 


How ſhall I, = poor ignorant ſhop 


In my humble opinion the commitree of council hath 

prejudged the whole caſe, by calling the united 
of parliament in Ireland an aniverſa! 
clamour. Here the adarefſes of the lords and commons 
of Ireland againſt a ruinous, deſtructĩve projet of an ad- 
fſeure, ſingle undertaker, is called a clamaur. I deſire to 


from a committee of council there to a parli 3 
how many impeachments would follow upon it? But 
poſing the appellation to be proper, I never heard 


and 
. 


pointing the fraudulent practice of a ſingle perſon, the 
purchaſe is not exorbitant. : 
Zut in anſwer to this objeftion : firſt it is manifeſt, 


that if this coinage had been in Ireland, with ſuch limi- 
. tations as have been formerly f 


y ſpecified in other patents, 
and granted to perſons of this tixgdom, or even of Eng- 
land, able to give ſufficient ſecurity 


ity, few or no incon- 
veniencies cculd have happened. As to Mr. Knox's pa- 


tent mentioned in the report, ſecurity was given into the 


Exchequer, that the patente ſhould upon all demands be 
obliged to receive his haſf-perce back, and pay gold or 
flver in exchange for them. Ard Mr. Moor (to whom 
J ſuppole that patent was made over) was in 1694 forc- 
eck to leave off coining before the end of that year by the 
great crouds of people continually offering to return his 
coinage upon him. In 1698 be coined again, and was 
— to give over for the ſame reaſon. This entirel 

alters the caſe; for there is no ſuch condition in Wood's 
patent; which condition was worth a hundred times all 


other limitations whatſoever. | py 


Put the caſe, that the two houſes of 4rds and commons 
of England, aud the privy-counci/ there, ſhould * 
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his majeſty to recall a patent, from whence they appre. ' 
wb mtetrrooctyne nt. whe log. 
dom; and, to make it ſtronger if poſſible, that the whole 
nation almoſt to a man ſhould thereupon diſcover the 


hbenfions (as Mr. Wood ſtyles them ; 
; 2 debate half an hour what he had — 


do? would any miniſter dare adviſe him againſt recall - 
ing ſuch a patent? or would the matter be referred to 
the privy-council, or to Weſtminſter-hall ; the two houſes 
of parliament plaintiffs, and William Wood defendant ? 
and is there even the ſmalleſt difference between the 
two caſes ? 
Mere not the people of Ireland born as free as thoſe. 
of England ? how have they forfeited their freedom? is 
not their as fair a repreſentative of the people as 
that of England ? and hath not their privy-council as 
great, or a greater ſhare in the adminiſtration of public 
affairs? are not they ſubjects of the ſame king? does not 
the ſame ſun ſhine upon them? and have they not the 
fame God for their protector? am | a freeman in Eng- 
land, and do become a fave in fix hours by eroſſing the 
channel? No wonder then if the boldeſt perſons were 
cautious to interpoſe in a matter already determined by 
the whole voice of the nation; or to preſume to repre- 
ſent the repreſentatives of the kingdom; and were juſt- 
ly apprehenfive of meeting ſuch a treatment as they would 
deſerve at the next ſeſſion. It would ſeem very extraor- 
dinary, if an inferior court in England ſhould take a mat- 
ter out of the hands of the high court of parliament 
during a prorogation, and decide it againſt the opinion 
of both houſes. = e 


It happens however, that although no perſons were ſo 
bold as to go over as evidences to prove tae truth of the 
objections made againſt this patent by the high court of par- 
liament here, yet theſe objeftions tina god, notwith- 
ſtanding the anſwers made by Mr. Wood and his council. 
The report ſays, that, ap- an u made of the fine- 
neſs, weight, ana valae of this copper, it exceeded in every 
article. This is pothble enough in the pieces upon 


which the ay was made; but Wood muit have failed 


very much in point of dexterity, if he had not taken 
care to provide a ſufficicut quantity of ſuch half-pence as 
1 | would. 


VV 


bes the iel: which ke was well able to-do, . 


though they were taken out of ſereral parcels ; ſince it is 
now 2 the bias cf lav our hath been wholly on 
w_ A 

But what need is there of diſputing, when we have a 
poſitive demonſtration of W cd's fraudulent practices in 


this point. 1 have ſeen a large quantity of theſe Baff 


pence weighed by a very ſkilful perſon, which were of 
tour different kinds, three of them conſiderably under 
weight. I have now before me an exact computaticn of 
the difference of weight between theſe four forts ; by 
which it appears, that the fourth ſort, or the lighteſt, dif- 
fers from the firlt to a degree, that in the coinage of three 


hundred and ſixty tons of copper, the patentee will be 


2 zainer,only by that difference, of twenty four thouſand 
ſour hundred and ninety-four pounds; and in the whole 
the public will be a loſer of eighty-two thouſand one hun- 
dred and fixty-eight pounds fixteen ſhillings, even ſup- 
poling the metal in point of goodneſs to anſwer Wood's | 
contract, and the 2/ay that hath been made, which it in- 


_ fallibly doth not. For this point hath likewiſe been en- 
_ quired into by very experienced men; who, upon ſeve- 
ral trials on many of theſe half pence, have found them to 
de atleaſt one fourth part below the real value, not in- 

cluding the raps or counterfeits that he, or his accomplices, 


have already made of his ozn coin, and ſcattered about. 


| Now the coinage of three hundred and ſixty tons of cop- 


per, coined by the weight of the fourth or lighteſt fort 
of his balf-pence, will amount to one hundred twenty- 
two thoutand four hundred eighty-eight pounds, ſixteen 
ſhillings; and, if we ſubtract a fourth part of the real 
value by the baſe mixture in the metal, we muſt add to 
the public loſs one fourth part to be ſubtracted from the 
intrinſie value of the copper; which in three hundred 


and fixty tons amounts toten thouſand andeighty pounds; 


and this, added to the former ſum of cighty-two thou- 


ſand one hundred fixty-eight pounds, fixteen ſhillings, | 


will make in all ninety-two thouſand two hundred forty - 
eight pounds loſs to the public ; beſides the raps or coun- 
terfeits that he may at any time hereafter think fit to coin. 
Nor do] know whether he reckons the dro/s cxcluſive or 
incluſive with his three hundred and fixty tons of cop- 

| | Per; 


thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty | 
Engliſh and Iriſh balf-pence, even loning theis ef Weed 
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per; which however will 3 confiderable Gilerence | 


B. : difference is almoſt 25 per cent. 
hich i to the higheſt exchange of mon. , even 
pretſures and obſtruQtions to 


per, make a difference of twenty- — 
pounds between 


to be all of the heavieſt ſort. 


It is likewiſe to be conſidered, that for every balf pen- 


zy in a pound weight, exceeding the number directed 
by the patent, Wood will be a gainer in the coinage of 
_ hundred and ſixty tons of copper, ſixteen hundred 


98 t more than the patent allow 
=” qu afford to make his comptrol- 


ters eaſy upon that n=" 


As to Ther is alledged, that theſe balf 'pence far exceed 


the like coinage for Ireland in the reigns of bis majeſyt 


predeceſſors : there cannot well be a more excepiionable 
way of arguing, although the fact were true; which 
however is altogether miſtaken, not by any fault in the 
committee, but by the fraud and impc ſition 4 Wood, who 


certainly produced the worſt patterns he could find; ſuch 
ass were coined in ſmall numbers by permi/ions to private 
men, as butchers helf-pence, black-dogs,and others the like; 
or perhaps the ſmall St. Patrick's coin, which — 
nov for a farthing, or at beſt ſome of the ſmalleſt raps of 
the lateſt kind. For I have now by me H pence coined 


in the year 1680 by virtue of the patent granted to my 
lord Dartmcuth, which was renewed to Knox, and they 


are heavier by a ninth part thin thoſe of Weod, and of 
much better metal ; and the great St. Patrick's s haff -pence 


are yet larger than either. 
But vrhat is all this to the preſent debate: if under the 


various exigences ot former times by wars, rebellions and 


inlurrections, the kings oi England were ſometimes * 


for coinage of a pound weight ngliſh 


king ſhould think fit to exerciſe his 
| ing copper in Ireland to be current in Eo 


man as I ſhould meddle with che king's prer: 
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armies here with mixt or baſe money; 
the neceſſities of turbulent times ſhould 


reign of king Cherlz the bead and re- 
Wy ſecurities given into the Exchequer, 

to receive his money back upon 
every demand, were an effectual remedy againſt all in- 


conveniences; and the copper was coined in our kingdom ; 
„ 


any abuſe. 


Tha: the kings of England have exerciſed their p 
gative of coining copper tor Ireland and for is 
not the preſent queſtion : but, to ſpeak in the ſtyle of the 
report, it would ſeem a little extraordinary, fu a 
ative by coin 

gland, without 
referring it to his officers in thatkingdom to be informed, 
whether the grant were reaſonable and whether the peo- 
ple deſired it or no, and without regard to the addreſſes 
of his parliament againſt it. God torbid, that ſo mean a 


ogative : — 
I have heard very wiſe men ſay, that the king's preroga- 
Sor s donated und beniead by the ga endl axiliee of 
his people. I defire to know, whether it be not under- 
ſtood and avowed \ that the good of Ireland was intended 
by his patent? But Ireland is not conſulted at all in the 


matter; and, as ſoon as Ireland was informed of it, they 


declared againit it: the two boujes of parlament and the 


privy-cauncil addreis his majeſty upon the miſchiefs ap- 


prehended by ſuch a patent; the privy. council in England. 
take the matter out of the fgar/iament”s 


god of this kingdom is dropt; = 


that Mr. Wood ſhall have the power of ruining a whole 
nation for his private advantage. 

I never can tuppoſe, that ſuch patents as theſe were 
originally granted with a view of being a j244 for the in- 
tereit of a particular per ſon to the damage of the public. 
Whatever profit muſt ariſe to — was ſurely 

meant 
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meant at beſt but as a ſecondary motive; and fince ſome. | 
body muſt be a gainer, the choice of the perſon was made 
either by favour or imer hing elſe, or by the pretence of 
merit and honeſty : this argument returns ſo often and 
ſtrongly into my head, that I cannot forbear frequently 
repeating it. Surely his majeſty, when he conſented to 
the paſling of this patent, conreived he was doing an act 
of grace to his moſt loyal ſubjects of Ircland, without any 
regard to Mr Wood, farther than as an /»/irument : but 
the people of Ireland think this patent (intended, no 
doabt, for their good) to be a moſt intolerable grievance ; 
and therefore Mr. Wood can never fucceed without an 
open avowal, that his profit is preferred, not only before 
the intereſt, but the very ſafety and being of a great king- 
dom; and a kingdom diſtinguiſhed for its loyalty perhaps 
above all others upon earth; not turned from its duty 
the puri/dittion of the bouſe of lords abel. bed at a flroke, by 
the bardjbips of the aft natigatian necoly enforced, ty a 
poſſible ob ſtructiams in trade, and by a hundred other in- 
 Rances, enough to fill this paper; nor was there ever 
among us the leaſt attcmpt towards an inſurrection in 
_ favour of the pretender. Therefore, whatever juſtice a 
free people can claim, we have at leait an» equal title to it 
with our brethren in England; and whatever grace a 
good prince can beſtow on the moſt hyal ſul jectt, we have 
_ reaſon to expect it: neither has this kingdom any way 
_ deſerved to be ſacrificed to one fingle, rapacious, obſcure, 


Among other clauſes mentioned in this patent to ſhew 
how advantageous it is to Ireland, there is one which 
ſeems to be of a fingular nature: that the patentee ſhall 
be obliged during his term to pay eight hundred pounds 4 
year to the crown, and two hundred pounds a year ts the 
cumptruller. I have heard indeed, that the king's coun- 
eil do always conſider in the paſſing of a patent, whether 
it will be of advantage to the crown; but I have likewiſe 
heard, that it is at the ſame time conſidered, whether paſ- 
ſing of it may be injurious to any other perſons or bodies 
politic? However, although the attorney and ſalicitor be 
ſervants to the king, and therefore bound to conſult his 
majelty's intereſt ; yer I am under fome doubt, whether 

eight hundred pounds a year to the crown W 
2 . a 
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valent to the ruin of a kingdom. | 
for us to have paid eight thouſand pounds a year into his 
majeſtys coffers in the midſt of all our taxes (which in 
proportion are greater in this kingdom than ever they were 
in England, even during the war) than purchaſe ſuch an 

addition to the revenue at the price of our atter undoing. 
But here it is plain, that fourteen thouſand pounds are 
to be paid by Wood only as a ſmall circamflantial 
charge for the purchaſe of his patent: what were his 
other viſible coſts I know not, and what were his latent, 
is variouſly conjectured; but he muſt be ſ. rely a man of 
ſome wonderful merit. Hath he ſaved any other kin 
at his own expence, to give him a title of re-imburſing 
kimſeif by the de/frufion of ours? Hath he diſcovered 
the lungitude, or the univerſal medicine? No; but he 
hath found the phi/o/opher's fone after a new manner, by 
debafing of cepper, and reſolving to force it upon us for 
ald. 
N When the two houſes repreſented to his majeſty, that 
this patent to Wood was obtained in a clandeſtine man- 
ner, lurely the committee could not think the parliament 
would infinuate, that it had not paſſed in the common 
forms, and run through every office where fees and per- 
quifites were due. They knew very well, that perſons 
in places were no enemies to grants : and that the officers 
of the crown could not be kept in the dark. But the late 
* lord lieutenant of Ireland affirmed, it was a ſecret to 
him; and who will doub: of his veracity, eſpecially when 
he ſwore to a perſon of quality, from whom [I had it, 
that Ireland ſhou!d never be troubled with theſe half- 
pence. It was a ſecret to the people of Ireland, who 
were to be the only ſufferers ; and thoſe who beſt know 
the ſtate of the kingdom, and were moſt able to adviſe in 
ſuch an affair, were wholly ſlrangers to it. abr 
It is allowed by the report, that this patent was paſſed 
without the knowledge of the chief governor, or officers of 
Treland : and it is there elaborately ſhewn, that former 
patents have paſſed in the ſame manner, and are good in 
law. I ſhall not diſpute the legality of patents, but am 
ready to ſuppoſe it in his majeſty's power to grant a pa- 
| tent 


Duke of Grafton. 
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welfare of the kingdom depends, that the {aid kingdom 


ſhould have received timely notice ; and the matter nat 
be carried on between the patentee and the officers of the 
crown, who were to be the only gainers by it. 

The parliament, who in marters of this nature are the 
moſt able and faithful counſellors, did repreſent this grant 


to be deſtructive of trade, and dangerous to the proper. | 
ties of the people: to which the only anſwer is, that the 


king hath a prerogative to make ſuch a grant. 


It is aſſerted, that in the patent to Knox his half-pence 


are made and declared current coin of the kingdom; 
whereas, in this to Wood there is 


af the report, I think, do not aftirm, that the king can, by 


law, declare any thing to be current money by his letters 
patent. I dare ſay they will not affirm it; and it Knor: 
patent contained in it powers contrary to law, why is it 


mentioned as 2 in his majeſiyꝰs juſt and merci. 


ful reign? But although that clauſe be not in Wood: 


patent, yet poſſibly there are others, the legality where. 


of may be equally doubted ; and particularly that, where- 
by a power is given to William Wood, to break into houſes 
in ſearch of any coin made in imitation of his. This may 
4 he affirmed to be illegal and dangerous to the li» 


of the ſubject; yet this is a precedent taken from 


5 Knox's patent, where the lame power is granted; and 


—— —_ what uſes may be ſometimes made 
of | 


not thought neceſſary to conſult any perſons of this king- 
dom, or make the leaſt enquiry, whether copper money 
were wanting among us ; yet now at Jength, when the 


matter is over, when the patent hath long paſſed, when 


and hath his tools and implements prepared to coin fix 
times as much more, the committee hath been pleaſed to 
_ make this affair the ſubject of enquiry : Wood is permit- | 
.... 


3 


only a power given ta 
iſſue them to ſuch as will receive them. The authors 


although, before the paſſing of this patent, it was | 


D333 rFammnpeopy Frrz e 
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bil 


Viet 


ave al- 


boneſlly confeſſed that he was ignorant whether Ireland 


Err 
de 


their twenty-pences and three and four- pences 
we are able to make change to a half. penny of almoſt any 


HOT HE 


1 


F 


defire to know, why his maje 


B-—, and Mr. Finley the banker are three. And theſe 
were to prove that copper money was extremely wanted 
i The firſt had been out of the kingdom al- 
years, from the time that he was tried for 
robbing the treaſury ; and therefore his knowlege and cre- 


dibility are equal. Mr. Finley, one of the other witneſſes, 


wanted copper money or no; but his whole intention was 


to buy a certain quantity from Wood at a large diſcount, 
and fell them as well as he could; by which he hoped to 


get tio or three thouſand pounds for himſelf. 
But ſuppoſe there were not one ſingle half-penny of 


copper coin in this whole kingdom; (which Mr. Wood 
ſeems to intend, unleſs we come to his terms, as appears 


by employing his emiſſaries to buy up our old ones at a 


for)it could not 
any real evil to us, although it might be ſome incon- 


venience. We have many ſorts of ſmall filver coins, to 


which they are ſtrangers in England; ſuch as the French 
three-pences, four. pence half pennies, and eight-pence 
tar. hings, the Scotch five- and ten-pences, beſides 
pences, by which 


piece of gold or ſilver ; and if we are driven to the expe- 
on of FG mend wich he Bette cold ae filver ſtill 


gs ts „ ſuppoſe, be ſomewhat better than to 


nothing left but Wood”: adulterated copper, which 


he is neither obliged by bis patent, nor hitherto able by 
his eſtate, to make good 


5 The report farther tells us, it muſt be admitted, that 
letters patent under the 


coining copper- money for Ireland, are legal andobligatory, 


great ſeal of Great Britain, for 


a juſt and reaſonable exerciſe of his majeily's royal prero- 
gative, and in no manner derogatory, or invaſive of any 
liberty or privilege of his 3 jefts of Ireland. Firſt, we 
ive might not 
have been as well afferted by die — — 
and ſubjecting the ſeveral conditions of the contract to 
— bog thoſe who are only concerned, as was 

done in the only of gr Wn ann — 
forcoiaing in this kingdom, fince the mixt money inqueen 


—— = 
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Elizabeth's time, during the difficulties of a rebellion : 
whereas how upon the greateſt impoſition, that can poſſi. 
bly be practiſed, we muſt go to England with our com- 
plaints ; where it hath been for ſome time the faſhion to 
think and to affirm that we cannot be too hardly aſed. 
the report ſays, that ſuch patents are obligatory. 
— thinking I am not able to find out, what can 

— meant Thee dy this word obligatory. The pa- 
tent Pf Wood neither obligeth him to utter his coin, nor 


us to take it; or if it did the latter, it would be fo far 


void, becauſe no patent can oblige the ſubject againſtlaw; 
unleſs an illegal patent, ** 
another, and not itſelt. 

Laſliy, it is added, that ſuch patents are in no manner 
derogatory, or invaſive of any liberty or — of the 
king's ſubjects of Ireland. E this propoſition be true, as 
it is here laid down, without any limitation either ex- 
preſſed or implied, it muſt follow that a king of England 

at any time coin copper-money for Ireland, and ob- 


may 
lige his ſubjects here to take a piece of copper under the 


value of half a farthing for half a crown, as was practiſed 


| by the late king James; and even without that arbitrary 


's excuſe from the neceſſity and exigences of his af- 
fairs. If this be in no manner derogatory nor invaſive 
of any liberties or privileges of the ſubjects of Ireland, it 
ought to have been expreſſed what our liberties and pri- 
vileges are, and whether we have any art all; for in ſpe- 
cifying the word Ireland, inſtead of ſaying his majeſty's 


_ ſubjects, it would ſeem to infinuate, that we are not u 


on the ſame foot with our fellow - ſubjects in Engl 

which, however the practice may have been, I hape wil 
am y aſſerted ; for I do not underſtand that 
Peyning deprived us of our liberty, but only changed 
the manner of paſling laws here (which however was « 
power molt indirectly obtained) by leaving the negative 
to the two houſes of ent. But waving all contro- 
verlies relating to the legiſlature, no perſon, I believe, 
was ever yet ſo bold as to affirm, that the people of Ire- 
EE 
law with the reſt of his majeſty's ſubjects; and therefore 
whatever liberties or privileges the people of England en- 
999 we of Ireland have the fame; ſo 


that, 


ruptions of miniſters, or the arbitrary 


was ſent from England. 
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the royal ſign y previous reference or 
advice of his majeſty's officers of Ireland, which have al- 


ways had their due force, and have been ly com- 
plied with, and obeyed. It may be ſo, and Iam hearti- 


5 ly ſorry for it ; becauſe it may prove an eternal ſource of 


diſcontent. However, among all theſe precedents, there 
is not one of a patent for coining money for Ireland. 
There is nothing hath perplexed me more than this 


doctrine of precedents. If a jobb is to be done, and up- 


on ſearching records you find it hath been done before, 
there will not want a lawyer to juſtify the legality of it 


by producing his precedents; without ever conſidering the 


motives and circumſtances that firſt introduced _ the 
neceſſity, or turbulence, or iniquity of times ; COr- 
diſpoſition of the 
prince then reigning. And 1 have been told by perſons | 


eminent in the law, that the worſt actions, which human 


nature is capable of, may be juſtified by the ſame doctrine. 
How the precedents began of determining caſes of 


the higheft importance to Ireland, and immediately af- 


fecting its intereſts, without any previous reference or ad- 


vice to the king's officers here, may ſoon be accounted 
for. Before this kingdom was entirely reduced by the 
ſubmiſſion of Tyrone in the laſt year of queen Elizabeth's 
reign, there was a period of four hundred years, which 
was a various ſcene of war and peace between the Engliſh 


| pale and the Iriſh natives; and the government of that 


part of this iſland, which lay in the Engliſh hands, was in 
many things under the immediate adminiſtration of the 
king: filverand e were often coined here among us; 
and once at leaſt upon great neceſſity a mixt or baſe metal 
The reign of king James I. 
was employed in ſettling the kingdom after Tyrone's re- 
bellion; and this nation flouriſhed extremely till the time 

Ver. III. 1 C En of 
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of the maſlacre, 1641. In that difficult juncture of affairs 
the nobility and gentry coined their Gs Fane Boe 1 in 
Dublin. 

By all that I can diſcover, the copper coin of Ireland, 


for three hundred years paſt, confiftcd of ſmall pence and 


half-pence ; which particular men had licence to coin, 


and were current only within certain towns and diſtrifls, 


have ſeen many forts: neither have I heard of any 
patent granted for coining copper for Ireland, till the 
reign of king Charles the ſecond, which was in the year 
1680, to George Legge Lord Dartmouth; and renew- 
ed by king James the ſecond, in the irt year of his 
(1680) to John Knox. Both patents were paſſed 
in Ireland; and in both the patentees were bound to re- 
—— their coin again from any that would offer them 
twenty ſhillings of it, for which they were ovliged to 
pay gold or ſilver. 

The patents both of Lord Dartmouth and Knox were 


referred to the attorney-general here, and a report made 
_ accordingly ; and both, as I have already ſaid, were pal- 
ſed in this kingdom. Knox had only a patent for the re- 


mainder of the term granted to Lord Dartmouth; the 

patent expired in 1701, and upon a petition by Roger 
Moor to have it renewed, the matter was referred hither; 
and upon the report of the attorney and ſolicitor, that it 
was not for his majeſty's ſervice, or the intereſt of the 
nation to have it renewed, it was rejected by king Wil. 
liam. It thould therefore ſeem very extraordinary, that 


a patent for coining copper half-pence, intended and pro- 
felled for the good . 


without once conſulting that kingdom, for the good of 
which it is declared to be intended; and this upon the 
application of a poor, private, en re mechanic; and a 
patent of a ſuch a nature, that as ſoon as ever the kingdom 


12 informed of its being paſſed, they cry out unanimouſly 
it as ruinous aud deſtructive. The repreſenta- | 


tives of the nation in parliament, and the privy-council 
addreis the kirg to have it recalled ; yet the patentee, 
ſuch a one as I have deſcribed, ſhall prevail to have this 
patent approved ; and his private intereſt ſhall weigh 

down 


the kingdom, ſhould be patſed 


Ferris F- 


2 
8 
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down the application of a whole kingdom. St. Paul ſays, 
rr 
We are anſwered, that this patent is /awfu/: is it 

We read that the high prieſt ſaid, I was ex- 


 pedient that one man ſhould die for the people; and this was 
poſition : 


2 moſt wicked propoſiti 2 whole nation 


acald dic for one man, was never hened of beface. 


But becauſe much weight is laid on the precedents of 
other patents for coining copper for Ireland, I will ſet 
this matter in as clear a light as I can. Whoever hath 


read the report, will be apt to think, that a dozen pre- 


cedents at leaſt could be produced of copper coined for 
Ireland by virtue of patents paſſed in England; ard that 


the coinage was there too; whereas I am confident, there 
cannot be one precedent ſhewn wd f war os ny in Eng- 
land for coining copper for Ireland 


above an hundred 
years paſt ; and if there were any before, it muſt be in 
times of confuſion. The only patents I could ever hear 
of, are thoſe already mentioned to Lord Dartmouth and 
Knox, the former in 1680, and the latter in 1685. Now 


let us compare theſe patents with that granted to Wood. 


Firſt the patent to Knox, which was under the ſame 


conditions as that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was paſſ- 
ed in Ireland; the government and the attorney and ſo- 


licitor general making report, that it would be uſeful to 
this kingdom. 3 
The patent was paſſed with the advice of the king's 
council here; the patentee was obliged to receive hiscoin 
from thoſe who thought themſelves ſurcharged, and to 


give gold and filver for it. Laſtly, the patentee was to 


pay only 16/. 135. 44. per annum to the crown. Then, 
as to the execution of that patent; firſt, I find the half- 
pence were milled, which, as it is of great uſe to prevent 
counterfeits, (and therefore induſtriouſly avoided by 
Wood) fo it was an addition to the charge of coinage. 
And as for the weight and goodneſs of the metal], I have 
ſeveral half-pence now by me, many of which weigh a 
ninth part more than thoſe coined by Wood; and bear 
the fire and hammer a great deal better, and which is 
no trifle, the impreſſion is fairer and deeper. I grant in- 


_ deed, that many of the latter coinage yield in weight to 


ſome of Wood's by a fraud natural to ſuch patentees ; 
ET C2 7 
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but not ſo immediately after the grant, and before the 


grew current ; for in this circumſtance Mr. Wood 


coin 
mult ſerve for a precedent in future times. I 
Let us now examine this new patent granted to Wil. 
liam Wood. It paſſed upon very falſe ſuggeſtions of his 
own and of a few confederates: it paſſed in England with- 
out the leaſt — e 
very lord lieutenant, in England. is impow- 
2 one hundred and eight thouſand pounds, and 
all the officers in the kingdom (civil and military) are 


commanded in the report to countenance and aſſiſt him. 


Knox had only power to utter what he would take, and 
was obliged to receive his coin back again at our de- 
mand, and to enter into ſecurity for ſo doing. Wood's 
half-pence are not milled, and therefore more eaſily 


counterfeited by himſelf, as well as by others. Wood 5 


s a thouſand pounds per annum tor fourteen years; 
Then cold enly ſixteen pounds thirteen ſhillings and four 
pence per annum for twenty-one years. 

It was the report, that ſet me the example of making 
acompariĩion between thoſe two patents, wherein the com- 
mittee was groſly miſled by the falſe repreſentation of 


William Wood; as is was by another aſſertion, that ſeven 


hundred tons of copper were coined during the twenty- 


one years of Lord Dartmouth's and Knox's patents. Such 
a quantity of copper, at the rate of two ſhillings and eight- 
nd, would amount to about an hundred and 
ninety thouſand pounds; which was very near as much as 


pence per pou 


the current caſh of the kingdom in thoſe days; yet dur- 
ing that period, Ireland was never known to have too 
much copper coin; and for ſeveral years there was no 
_ coining at all: beſides, pgs rad 

ing into the cuſtom-houſe books all the copper imported 
into this kingdom from 1683 to 1692, which includes 
eight years of the twenty-one (beſides one year allowed 
for the troubles) did not exceed furty- ſeven tons. And 


we cannot ſuppoſe even that ſma!l quantity to have been 
_ Wholly applied to coinage : fo that I believe there was 
never any compariſon more unluckily made, or ſo de- 


ſtructive of the deſign for which it was produced. 
The gſalmiſt reckons it an effect of God's anger, when 


he [elleth his people for nought, and taketh dans -4 


that upun enquir- 


— TD. gr 
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Vary, they think it both juſt and reaſonable, that the 


all our and filver, and may keep their adulterate 
— determined not to purchaſe 


it with our manufactures, which Wood hath g v 


reception here; 
what that was, I leave to public intelligence. I am ſup- 


poſing a wild caſe ; that if there ſhould be any perſun al- 
ready receiving a monſtrous penſion out of this kingdom, 


who was inſtrumental in procuring the patent, they have 
either not well conſulted their own intereſts, or Wood 
mult put more droſs into his copper, and ſlill diminiſh its 
weight. | . 5 
Upon Wood's complaint, that the cflicers of the king's 


revenue here had already given orders to all the inferior 
_ officers not to receive any of his coin; the report ſays, 


that this cannot but be looked upon as a very extraordinary 
procceding, and contrary to the powers given in the pa- 
tent, Ine ccmmittee lay, they cannot adviſe his ma- 


jeſty do give directions to the officers of the revenue here, 


not to receive or utter any of the ſaid coin, as hath been 
defired in the addreſſes of both houſes ; but, on the con- 


king 
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king ſhould immediately give orders to the commiſſioners 
e revenue, etc. to revoke all orders, etc. that may 


hich he knew very well; and that the commiſſion. 


the revenue here were all, except one, ſent us 
rom England, and love their employments too well to 


„ that ſuch orders of revocation would be an open 


declaration of the crown in his favour, would put the 


t here under a difficulty, would make a noiſe, 
and poſſibly create ſome terror in the poor people of Ire- 


land. And one great point he hath gained, that although 


any orders of revocation will be needleſs, yet a new or- 
der is to be ſent (and perhaps is already here) to the 
commiſſioners of the revenue, and all the king's officers 


cludes all officers civil and military, trom the lord 


high chancellor to a juſtice of peace, and from the gene- 
ral to an enſign ; ſo that Wood's project is not likely to 
fail for want of managers enough. For my own part, 


as things ſtand, I have but little regret to find myſelf out 
of the number; and therefore I thall continue in all hu» 
mility to exhort and warn my fellow / ſubjects never to re- 
ceĩve or utter this coin, which will reduce the kingdom 


do beggary by much quicker and larger ſteps than have 


hitherto been taken. 

Bur it is needlels to argue any longer. The matter is 
come to an iſſue. His majeſty, purſuant to the law, hath 
left the field open between Wood and the kingdom of 


Ireland. Wood hath liberty to offer his coin, and we 


have law, reaſon, liberty, and neceſſity to refuſe it. A 
knaviſh jockey may ride an old toundered jade about the 


market, but none are obliged to buy it. | hope the 


words voluntary, and willing to receive it, will be un- 
| derſtoo! 


248131 
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taken ſuch a ſtep : but Wood was wiſe enough to 


in Ireland, that Wood's half-pence be ſuffered and per- 
mitted, without any let, ſuit, trouble, moleitation, or 


of any of the king's officers or miniſters whatſoe- 
„to paſs, and be received as current money by ſuch as 
Il be willing to receive them. In this order there is no 
exception; and therefore, as far as I can judge, it in- 
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< 
las, 


2 


ugh 


EEE: 


| — in my poſſeſſion, before I cut or n 
t 


rent money. If ſhe gocs to a juſtice of 
an officer, to whom this general order is directed. I do 


already begun, and be paid for her goods 
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ed by a port 
mary rt A? wg if we are agreed about the price, and 


my ſcarlet lies ready cut upon the counter; if he then 


gives me the word of command to receive my money in 


| Wood's coin and calls me a diſaffected, jacobite dog, for 


refuſing it, (although I am as loyal a ſubject as himſelf, 
and without hire) and thereupon ſeizes my cloth, leav- 


ing me the price in his odious copper, and bids me take 


my remedy : in this caſe I ſhall hardly be brought to 
think, that I am left to my own will. I fhall there- 
fore on ſuch occaſions firſt order the porter aforefaid to. 
goof with his pack; and then ſee the — filver and 

ire my cloth. 
if a common ſoldier drinks his pot firſt, and then of- 
pence, the lanlady may be 


fers payment in Wood's half- 


under ſome difficulty; for if ſhe complains to his captain 
or enſign, they are likewiſe officers in-luded in this gene- 


ral order for encouraging theſe half-pence to paſs as cur- 
peace, he is alſo 


therefore adviſe her to follow my practice, which I have 
before ſhe parts 
with them. However, I ſhould have been content for 
ſome reaſo s, that the military gentlemen had been ex- 


cepted by name; becauſe J have heard it ſaid, that their 


diici pline is beſt confined within their own diſtrict. 
His majeſty, in the concluſion of his anfwer to the ad- 


dreſs of the houſe of lords againſt Wood's coin, is pleaſ- 


ed to ſay, that he will do every thing in his power to the 
ſatisfaction of his people. It ſhould ſeem therefore, that 


the recalling the patent is not to be underſtood as a thing 
in his power. But however, ſince the law doth not 


oblige us to receive this coin, and conſequently the patent 
leaves it to our voluntary choice, there is nothing remain- 
ng to preſerve us from ruin, but that the whole kingdom 


ſhould continue in a firm, determinate reſolution never to 
receive or utter this fatal coin. After which let the of- 


ficers, to whom theſe orders are directed (I a — 


THE DRAPIER'S LETTERS. 


except the military) come with their exhortations, 
k nd eloquence, to perſuade us to | 
complices travel about the country with cart-loads of 
their ware, and ſee who will take it off their hands; 
there will be no fear of his being robbed; for a high- 
wayman would ſcorn to touch it. | 
l am only in pain how the commiſſioners of the revenue 
will proceed in this juncture; becauſe I am told, they 
are obliged by act of parliament to take nothing but gold 
and filver in payment for his majeſty's cuſtoms : and I 
think they cannot juſtly offer this coinage of Mr. Wood 
to others, unleſs they will be content to receive it them- 
ſelves. = 

The ſam of the whole is this: the committee adviſes 
the king to ſend immediate orders to all his officers here, 
that Wood's coin be ſuffered and permitted without any 
let, fait, trouble, etc. to paſs, and to be received as 
money by ſuch as ſhall be willing to receive the 
It is probable, that the firſt willing receivers 
thoſe, who muſt receive it whether they will or 
alt under the penalty of loſing an office. But 
undepending men, the merchants, the ſhop- 
and bulk of the people, I hope, and am almoſt 
will never reccive it. What mult the conſe- 
? the owners will ſell it for as much as they 
an get. Wood's half-pence will come to be offered for 

a penny (yet then he will be a ſufficient gainer) and 
neceſſary receivers will be loſers of twc-thirds in their 
falaries or pay. 

'Fhis puts me in mind of a pallage I was told many 
years ago in England At a quarter ſeſſion at Leiceſter 
the juſtices had wiſely decreed to take off a half. penny in 

a quart from the price of ale. One of them who came 
in after the thing was determincd, being informed of 
had paſſed, faid thus: Gentlemen, you have made 
an order, that ale ſhould be ſold in our county for three 
half-pence a quart ; I deſire you will now make another 
to appoint who muſt Crink it: for by G—— 1 will not. 
I muſt beg leave to caution your lordſhips and wor- 
— Hips in one particular. Wood hath graciouſly promiſed 
= 


q 
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dur own coiners at home be behind them: to confirm 


F err ae 


r 
to load us at preſent only with forty thouſand pounds of 


his coin, until the exigencies of the kingdom require the 


| reſt. I intreat you will never ſuffer Mr. Wood to be a 


judge of your exigencies. While there is one piece of ſil- 


ver or gold left in the kingdom, he will call it an exigen- 
cy. He will double his preſent quantum by ſtealth as ſoon. 
as he can; rat raps and counterfeits up- 
d 


olland will do the ſame; nor will 


on us; France 


which, I have now in my pocket a rap, or counterfeit 

halfpenny, in imitation of his ; but fo ill performed, that 

in my conſcience | believe it is not of his coining. * 
I muſt now defire your hraſbips and wor ſbips, that you 


will give great allowance for this undigeſted paper. 
1 kind mylelf to have gone into — — which 


were the effects of haſte, While new ts fell in to 


add ſomething to what | had ſaid before. I think I may 


affirm, that I have fully anſwered every in the 


report; which, although it be not unartfully drawn, and 


is perfectly in the ſpirit of a pleader, who can find the 


moi plauſible topics in behalf of his client, yet there was 


no great ſkill required to detect the many miſtakes con- 
tained in it ; which however are by no means to be.charg- 
ed upon the right honourable committee, but upon the 


- molt falſe, impudent, and fraudulent repreſentations of 
Wood and his accomplices. I defire one particular 


dwell upon your minds, although I have mentioned it 
more than once; that after all the weight laid upon pre- 
cedents, there is not one produced in the whole report, 
of a patent for coining copper in E 1 to paſs in Ire- 
land; and only two patents referred to, (for indeed there 
were no more) which were both paſſed. in Ireland, by 
reterences to the king's council here, both leſs advan- 
tag-ous to the coiner than this of Wood; and in both, 
ſecurities given 20 receive the coin at every call, and give 
gold and lilv<r in lieu of it. This demonſtrates the moſt 
Hagrant falſchaod and impudence of Wood, by which he 
would endeavour to make the right honourable committee 
his inſtruments (for his own illegal and exorbitant gain) 
to ruin a kingdom, which has deſerved quite different 


7 I am. 
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I am very ſenſible, that fork — — 
taken migh: have worthily employed a much better pen 

but when a houſe. is 
heppens that the weakeſt in the family runs brit to ſtop 


632 ; name 3 naked how 
ſpoiled a few by endeavouring to make them of a piece 
with my own productions, and the reſt I was not able to 


manage: [ was in the cate of David, who could not move 


in the armour of Saul: and therefore I rather choſe to 
attack this ugcircumciizd Philiſtine (Wood I mean) with 
a fling and a ſtone. And I may tay for Wood's honour, 


as well as my own, that he reſembles Goliah 3 


circumſtances very applicable to the preſent purpoſe: for 
Goliah had a helmet of braſs upon his head, > y ban 
armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat 


was five thouſand ſhekels of braſs, and he had greaves of 
| braſs upon his legs, and a target of braſs, between his 
thoulders. In 3 he was like Mr. Wood, all over 


braſs, and he defied the armics of the living Sed. Go- 
liah's conditions of combat were likewiſe the ſame with 


thoſe of Wood: it he prevail againſt us, then ſhall we 


— 


be his ſervants. But if it happens that I prevail over 


him, I renounce the other part of the condition ; he ſhall 
never be a ſervant of mine; for I do not think him fit to 
be truſted in any honeſt man's | 
I will conclude with my humble defire and 
which I made in my ſecond letter, that your ee. 


and worfpips would pleaſe to order a declaration to be 
drawn up, expreſſing in the ftrongelt terms your reſolu- 


tions never to receive or utter any of Wood's half-pence, 
or fer hings; and forbidding your tenants to receive 
them: that the faid declaration may be ſigned by as 
many perions as poſſible, F who have eſiates in this king- 
dom, and be ſent down to your ſeveral ten ants aforeſaid. 

And it the dread of Wood's half-pence ſhould con- 


tinue until next quarter-ſcihons, Which I hope it will not, 


| + Ade: lration purſuant to this requeſt was ſigned ſoon after by 


the moſt cunſiderable perſons in thi Kingdom, which was uni ver- 


_w ſprezd, 2 great uie, 


2 w be rbbes, i akin 
the door. All the affiftance I had, were ſome informa. 
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the gentlemen of every county will then have a fair op- 
portunity of declaring againft them with unanimity and 


real 
Lan, with the greateſt reſpect, 
\ may it pleaſe your lordſpips and worſpips,) 
* 
leleut vat. 


Aug. 25, 1724. 
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LETTER WW. 
To the whole ProrlE of IRELAND. 


My dear countrymen, 


AVING already written three Letters upon fa 
diſagreeable a ſubject as Mr. Wood and his Hf. 
pence, I conceived my taſk was at an end; but find that 
cordiĩals mult be frequently applicd to weak conſtitutions, 
political as well as natural. A people long uſed to hard- 
ſhips loſe by degrees the very notions of liberty; they 
look upon themſelves as creatures at mercy, and that all 
impoſitions laid on thein by a itronger hand are, in the 
rhraſe of the report, legal and obligatory. Hence pro- 
ceed that poverty and lowneſs ot ſpirit, to which a king- 
dom may be ſubject, as well as a particular perſon And 
when Eſau came fainting from the field at the point to 
die, it is no wonder that he fold his birth-right for a 
meſs of pottage. | | 
I thought I had ſufficiently ſhewn to all who could 
want inſtruction, by what methods they might ſafely pro- 
ceed, whenever this coin ſhould be offered to them: and 
believe, there hath not been for many ages an example 
of any kingdom fo firmly united in a point of great im- 
portance, as this of ours is at preſent againſ that deteſta- 
ble fraud. But however, it ſo happens, that ſome weak 
people begin to be alarmed a- new by rumours induſtri- 
oully fpread. Weed preicribes to the news-mongers in 
London what they are to write. In one of their papers 
publiſhed here by ſome obſcure printer( and certainly with 
a bad deſign) we are told, that the papiſts in Ireland 
have entered into an aſſociation againtt his coin although 
it be notoriouſly known, that they never once offered to 
ſtir in the matter; ſo that the two houſes of parliament, 
the privy council, the great numbers of corporations, the 
tord-mayor and aldermen of Dublin, the grand. juries, 
' 


and 


Fk. 


tiaed in a Jump under the name of papiHft. - 
{his impoſtor and bis crew do like wiſe give out, that 


of ſeveral counties, are ſtigma- 


by refuſing to receive his droſs for ſterling, we diſpute 
the 2 are grown ripe for rebellion, and rea- 
dy ts ſhake off the dependency of Ireland apm the crown of 
England. Lo countenance which reports he hath pub- 
liſhed a paragraph in another news paper to let us know, 
that the lord Heutenant is ordered to come ouer immediately 
to ſetile his balf-pence. . | - 
I intreat you, my dear countrymen, not to be under 
the leaſt concern upon theſe, and the like rumours, which 
are no more than the Jait howls of a dog diſſected alive, 
as I hope he hath ſufficiently been. "Theſe calumnies 
are the only reſerve that 1s left him. For ſurely our 
continued and (almoſt) unexampled loyalty will never 
be called in queſtion for not ſuffering ourſelves to be rob- 
bed of all that we have by one obſcure iron-monger. 
As to diſputing the king's prerogative, give me leave to 
explain ro thoſe who are ignorant, what the meaning of 
that word, prerog.2tive, is. Re 
Th. kings of theſe realms enjay everal powers, where- 
in the laws have not interpoſed : fo they can make war 
and peace without the conſent of parliament, and this is 
a very great frerogative : but if the pariiament doth not 
approve of the war, the king muſt bear the charge of it 
out of his own purſe ; and this is as great a check on the- 
crown. So the king hath a prerogative to coin. money 
without conſent of parliament: but he cannot 
the ſubject to take that money, except it be ſterling, gold 
or filver ; becauie herein he is limited by law. Some 
princes have indeed extended their prerogative farther 
than the law allowed t:em : wherein however the law- 
vers of ſucceeding ages, as fond as they are of precedents, 
have never dared to juilify them. But to ſay the truth, it 
is only of late times that prerogative hath been fixed and 
aicertained. For whoever reads the hiſtory of England 
will find, that ſome former kings, and thoſe none of the 
worſt, have upon ſeveral occafions ventured to controul 
the laws, with very little ceremony or ſcruple, even la- 
ter chan the days of queen Elizabeth. In her reign, that 
pernicious counſel of kndiag baſe money hither very nar- 
| rowly 


ft 


are the 
laws of the county, and ſeldomeſt make uſe of their 
prerogative.” 


of his people to diſpute it, 2s well from that inviolable 


| loyalty we have always paid to his majeſty, as from the 


treatment we might in ſuch a caſe juſtly expect from ome 
who ſeem to think, we have neither common ſenſe, nor 
common ſenſes. But, God be thanked, the beit of them 


are only 1 and not our maſters. One 


merit 1 am ſure we have, which thoſe of Engliſh 


— pretence to, that our anceſtors redue- 


ed this kingdom to the obedience of ExcL AND; for 
which we have been rewarded with a worſe climate, the 


privilege of being governed by laus to which we do not 


conſent, a ruined trade, a houſe of peers without juri/dic- 


tian, almoſt an * for all employments, and the 
_ dread of Wood's half. 


But we are fo — the king's prerogative 


in coining, that we own he hath power to give a ous: 
to any man for ſetting his royal image and fu 
upon whatever materials he pleaſes; and liberty to the 
p_ to offer them in any country from England to 
only attended with one ſmall „ that 10 
y alive is obliged ta take them. 


dons: f among . - 4 
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l 


both houſes after long expectance produced nothing but 


obligation to receive it again, and give good money for 
it. This I only mention, becaute in my private thoughes 


sons, had maturely conſidered the ſeveral ci 


rally fell into moi men's thoughts that a new governor, 
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LATTER e 
| a remedy agal | preſent im 
ly when | eliirecd, che the: edietlts & 


2 REPORT altogether in favour of Wood : upon which 


I | made ſome obſervations in a former letter, and might 


at leaſt have made as many more ; for it is a paper of as 
ingular a nature as I ever beheld. 

1. 2 n 
najeſty s mo/ gracious anſwer to | ie Q S Was 
ſent « be» printed ; wherein are theſe words, grant- 


ing the patent for coining haif-pence and farthings, acnRE- 
ABLE TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDECES- 


sons, &c. That king Charles II. and king James II. 
(axD THEY ONLY) did grant patents for this purpoſe, 
is indiſputable, and I have ſhewn it at large. Their pa- 
tents were paſſed under the great ſea] of Ireland, by re- 


_ ferences to Ireland, the copper to be coined in Ireland; 


the patentee was bound on demand to receive his coin 
back in Ireland, and pay filver and gold in return. Wood's 
patent was made under the great ſeal of England, the 


braſs coined in England, not the leaſt reterence made to 


Ireland; the ſum immenſe, and the patentee under no 


I have ſometimes made a query, whether the pexner of 
thoſe words in his majeſty's moff gracious amſtwer, AGREE- 
ABLE TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDECES- 


which in my poor opinion ſeem to make a difference. 
Let me now ſay ſomething concerning the other great 
cauſe of ſome people's tear, as Wood has taught the 
London news-writcr to expreſs it, that his excellency the 
lord lieutenant is coming over to ſettle Wood's half pence. 
We know very well, that the lords lieutenants for ſe- 
veral years paſt have not thought this kingdom worthy 
the honour of their reſicence, longer than was abſolutely 


neceſſary for the king's buſineſs; which conſequently 


wanted no [peed in the dijpateb. And therefore it natu- 


coming 


1 See the note at the end of this letter, 


| buſineſs to be done ; eſpecially if the common report be 


great — fortune found two precedents. 
bead, that r 


rand. 
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coming at an angſua time, muſt portend ſome m 


the r 


enough with the king and his miniſters to have the lord 
lieutenant of Ireland „ upon his er- 


All this being granted, it can never enter into 


For, let us take the whole matter nakedly, as it lies 
befere us, without the refinements of ſome people, with 
which we have nothing to do. Here is a patent granted 
under the great ſeal of England, upon falſe ſuggeitions, 
to one William Wood for coining copper hadf-pence for 


Ireland : the parliament here, upon hons of the 
worſt conſequences from the ſaid 1 the king 


to have it recalled: this is refuſed, and a committee of 
the privy council report to his majeſty, that Wood has 
ed the conditions of his patent. He then is left 


to do the beſt he can with his haif-pence, no man being 
obliged to receive them; the people here being likewiſe 
left to themſelves unite as one man, reſolving they will 
have nothing to do with his ware. By this plain account 
of the fact it is manifeſt, that the king and his 


are wholly out of the caſe, and the matter is left to be 


diſputed between him and us. Will any man therefore 
attempt to perſuade me, that a lord licutenant is to be 
diſpatched over in great haſte before the ordinary time, 
and a 88 ſummoned by antici a prorogati- 
on, to put an hundred thouſand into the 
pocket of a ſharper by the ruin of a moſt loyal kingdom. 

Bu: ſuppoſiag all this to be true: by what argument, 
could a lord licuccnant prevail on the ſame 


which add. efſc4 with ſo much zeal and earneſtneſs againſt 


this evil, u, paſs it into a Jaw ? Lam ſure their opinion 


of Wood ani l is project are not mended fince their laſt 


prorezaiion ; and ſup ofing thoſe methods ſhould be 
uſed, wich detracturs tell us have been ſometimes put in 
practice for gaining votes, it is well known, that in this 

kingdom 


* 


e ſame way. This 


eee PEG 
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kingdom there are few employments to be given ; and, 
if there were more, it is as well known to whoſe ſhare 


Theſe are only a few among many others, which I have 


been told of, but cannot remember. Nay, the reverſi- 


ons of ſeveral employments during pleaſure is granted 
is ai many others is a circum- 
ſtan: e, whereby the kingdom of Ireland is diſtinguiſhed 
from all other nations upon earth and makes it fo diſſi- 
cult an affair to get into a civil employ, that Mr. Addi- 
ſon was forced to purchaſe an old obſcure place, called 
keeper of the records in Bermingham's roter, of ten pounds 
2 year, and to get a falary of 4oo/. annexed to it, though 
all the records there are not worth half. a- crown either 


for curiolity or uſe And we lately faw a favourite 


ſecretary deicend to be maſter of the revels, which by his 
credit and extortion he hath made pretty conſiderable. 1 
ſay nothing of the under-treaſurerſhip worth about 
a year, nor of the commiſſioners of the revenue, of 
whom generally live in England; for I think none of 
thele are granted in reverſion. But the jeſt is, that I 
have known upon occaſion ſome of theſe abſent officers 
as keen againſt the intereſt of Ireland, as if they had ne- 
ver been indebted to her for a fingle groat. | 

I confeſs I have been ſometimes tempted to 2 | 


* Mr. Hopkins, ſecretary to the Duke of Grafton. 


than with the addition of an emp 
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this project of Wood might ſucceed ; becauſe I refledted | 
with ſome pleaſure, what a jolly cretmo it would bring | 
over among us of lords and '/quires, and penſioners of bath = 
ſexes, and officers civil and military, where we ſhould live 
together as merry and ſociable as beggars; only with 
this one abatement, that we ſhould neither have meat to 
feed, nor manufafures to cloath us, unleſs we could be 
content to prance about in coats of mail, or eat braſs 6 
oftriches do iron. 3 
I return from this digreſſion to that which gave me 
the occaſion of making it; and I believe you are now con. 
vinced, that if the parliament of Ireland were as tempt. 
able as any other aſſembly within a mile of Chriſtendom 
| (which God forbid ;) yet the managers muſt of neceflity 
fail for want of feat to work with. But I will yet go 
one ſtep further by ſappoſiag, that a hundred new em- 
ployments were erected on purpoſe to gratify compliers : 
yet ſtill an inſuperable difficulty would remain. For it 
happens, I know not how, that mozey is neither rubig nor 
_ Fory, neither of town nor cozntry party; and it is not im- 
probable, that a gentleman would rather chuſe to live 
upon his ox eftate, which brings him gald and filver, 
layment, when his rents 
and ſalary muſt both be paid in Wood's braſs at above 
eighty per cent. diſcount. 1 5 
For theſe, and many other reaſons, I am confident you 
need not be under the leaſt apprehenfions from the ſud- 
den expectation of the ord lieutenant, while we con- 
tinue in our preſent hearty difpoſition, to alter which no 
ſuitable temptation can poſſibiy be offered. And if, as 
I have often aſſerted from the beſt authority, the Ia hath 
not left a porver in the crown to force any money, except 
| ſterling, upon the ſubject; much leſs can the crown de- 
volpe ſuch a porver upon anther. 3 
This I ſpeak with the utmoſt reſpect to the perſon and 
ddgnity of his excellency the lord Carteret, whole cha- 
racter was lately given me by a gentleman, that hath 
known him from his firſt appearance in the world: that 
gentleman deſcribes him as a young man of great accom- 
pliſhments, excellent learning, regular in his life, and of 


much 


Lord Carteret, now Earl Granville. 


would be ſolemn 


nor this kingdom may reaſonably hope for as much pro- 

ity as, ander ſo many diſcourugements, it can be capa- 
ble of receiving. 5 3 
It is true indeed, that within the memory of man there 
have been governors of ſo much de: 


dexterity, as to carry 
points of terrible uence to this kingdom by their 
power with thoſe who are in office ; and by their arts in 
ing or deluding others with oaths, affability, and 
even with dinners. It Wood's braſs had in thoſe times 
been upon the anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive 
what methods would have been taken. Depending per- 


ſons would have been told in plain terms, that it was a 


© ſervice expected from them under the pain of the pub- 
lie buſineſs being put into more complying hands.” 
Others would be allured by promiſes. To the country 
gentlemen, beſides good words, burgundy, and chſetting, it 
might perhaps have been hinted, how © kindly it would 
© be taken to comply with a royal patent, although it 
* were not compulſory: that it any inconveniencies en- 
ſued, it might be made up with other graces or favours 
hereafter : that * gemtlemen ought to conſider, whether 
it were prudent or ſafe to diſguſt England: they would 
be deũred to © think of ſome good bills for encouraging 
* of trade, and ſetting the poor to work; ſome further 
* acts againſt popery, and for uniting proteſtants. There 

engagements, that we ſhould © never 
be troubled with above forty thouſand 


© we ſhould only give our manufactures in exchange, and 
keep our gold and ſilver at home.” Perhaps a ſea- 
* fonable report of ſome invaſion would have been ſpread 
in the molt proper junEure ;* which is a great ſmooth- 


er of rubs in public proceedings: and we thould have 
been told, that © this was no time to create differences, 
when the kingdom was in danger.” e 
Theſe, I ſay, and the like methods, would in corrupt 
times have been taken to let in this deluge of braſs among 
us, And, I am confident, even then would not have 
ſucceeded ; 


s in his 
coin, and all of the beſt and weightieſt fort, for which 
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ſucceeded ; much leſs under the adminiſtration of ſo ax. | 
cellent a perion as the lordCarTErET; and in acoun. | 


try where the people of all ranks, parties, and denomm. A 


nations, are convinced to a man, that the utter undoing 
of themſelves and their poſterity for ever, will be dated 
from the admiſſion of that execrable coin : that if it once 
enters, it can be no more confined to a ſmall or moderate 


22 than a plague can be confined to a few fami. 
; and that no equivalent can be given by any earth. 
2 more than a dead carcaſe can be r-covered 
to li a cordial. 5 
There is one comfortable circumſtance in this univer. 
ſal oppoſition to Mr. Wood, that the people ſent over 
hither from England to fil} ap aur vacancies, ecclefiaſtical, 
civil, and military, are all on our fide. y, the 
divider of the world, hath by a ſtrange revolution 
the great writer of a molt divided people. Who 
would leave a hundred pounds a year in England (a cour- 
22 } to be paid a thouſand in Ireland out of 
s exchequer ? The gent/eman they have ; 
made primate, f would never quit his ſeat in an th 
houſe of lords, and his preferments at Oxford and Brifto! 
worth twelve hundred pounds a year, for four times the 
denomination here, but not half the value; therefore | 
expett to hear he will be as good an Iriſkman at leaſt up- 
on this one article as any cf his brethren, or even of 15, 
who have had the misfortune to be born in this iſland. 
For thoſe who, in the common phraſe, do not come bi- 
ther to learn the language, would never change a better 
country for a worſe to receive braſs inſtead of goll. 
Another ſlander ſpread by Wood and his emiſſaries is, 
that by oppoſing him we diſcover an inclination to ſhake 
aur de e upon the crown of England. Pray ob- 
how important a perſon is this ſame William Wood; 
and how the public weal of two kingdoms is involved in 
his private intereſt. Firtt, all thoſe who refuſe to take 
his coin are papiſts ; for he tells us, that zone but papilts 
are afſeciated againſ? him. Secondly, they dijpute the 
king's prerogative. Thirdly, they are rife for rebellion. 
And, fourthly, they are going to ſhake off their depen- 
Hence upon the crown of England; that is to ſay, they 
| | art 


+ Dr. Hugh Boulter. 


r 


ſlavery or nce different from thoſe of England: 
whereas a depending kingdom is a modern term of art, un- 
| known as I have e ancient civilians — and wri- 
ters upon government; is, on the contrary, 
— 4 © | al crown, as held only 
from God; which is as high a ſtyle as any kingdom is 
capable of receiving. Therefore by this expreſſion, a 
defending kingdom, there is no more to be underſtood than 
that, by a ſtature made here in the thirty-third year of 
Henry VIII. the king, and his ſucceſſors, are to be 
© kings imperial of this realm, as united and knit to the 
imperial crown of England.” I have looked over all the 
_ Engliſh and Iriſh ſtatutes without finding any law, that 
makes Ireland depend upon England, any more than Eng- 
land doth upon Ireland. We have indeed obliged our- 
ſelves to have the ſame king with them ; and conſequent- 
ly they are obliged to have the ſame king with us. For 
the law was made by aur own parliament ; and our an- 
ceſtors then were not ſuch fools ( whatever they were in the 
preceding reign) to bring themſelves under I know not 
what dependence, which is now talked of, without any 
ground of /az, reaſon, or common ſenſe. . 
Let whoever think otherwiſe, I, M. B. drapier, de- 
fire to be excepted : for I declare, next under Gop Id 
end only on the king my ſovereign, and on the laws of 
my own country. And I am fo far from depending up- 
on the people of England, that, it they ſhould ever re- 
bel againſt my ſovereign, {which Gop forbid) I would 
de ready at the firſt command from his majeſty to take 


f See the note at the end of this letter. 
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arms againſt them, as ſome of my countrymen did againſt 
theirs at Preſton. And it fuck a rebellion ſhould prove 
ſo ſucceſsful as to fix the pretender on the throne of Eng. 
land, I would venture to tranſgreſs that ſo far, as 


to loſe every drop of my blood to hinder him from being 


king of Ireland. 7 

It is true indeed, that within the memory of man the 
parliaments of England have ſometimes aſſumed the pow. 
er of binding this kingdom by laws enacted there; w 


in they were at firſt openly oppoſed (as far as truth, rea- 
fon, and juſtice are capable of oppoſing) by the famous 
Mr. Molineux, an Engliſh gentleman born here, as well 
as by ſeveral of the greateſt patriots and beft whigs in 
England; but the love and torrent of power prevailed. 
Indeed the arguments on both ſides were invincible. For 
in reaſon, all government without the conſent of the ga- 


ven men well armed will certainly ſubdue one ſingle 
© man in his ſhirt.” 
have uſed power to cramp /iberty, have gone fo far as to 
reſent even the liberty of complaining ; although a man 
upon the rack was never known to be refuſed the liberty 
of roaring as loud as he thought fir. 1 


And as we are apt to fink too much under unreaſonable 


fears, ſo we are too ſoon inclined to be raiſed by ground- 
leſs hopes, according to the nature of all conſumptice 
bodies like ours. 'Thus it hath been given about for 
ſeveral days paſt, that ſomebody in England empowered a 
ſecond /omebedy to write to a third /omchody here to aſ- 
ſure us, that we ſbruld no more be troubled with theje half- 
pence. And this is reported to have been done by the 
ſame perſon, who is ſaid to have ſworn ſome months ago, 
that he would ram them down their throats, (though I 
doubt they would iet in our ffomachs :) but which 
ever of theſe reports be true or falſe, it is no concern of 
ours. For ix this point we have nothing to do with 
Engliſh mini/ters: and I ſhould be ſorry to leave it in 
their power to redreſs this grievance, or to enforce it; 
for the report of the committee hath given me a ſurfeit. 


2 This paragraph gave great offence. Ser letter V. 
v Mr. Wzlpoiz, afterwards Earl of Orford. 


vernea, is the very definition of flavery : but in fact, ele- 
But 1 have done: for thoſe who 
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The remedy is wholly in your own hands; and therefore 


I have digreſſed a little in order to refreſh and continue 


it ſo ſeaſonably raiſed amongſt you; and to let 
2 by the 2 of Gop, of Na Trunk, of na- 
rioks, and of your COUNTRY, you ARE, and OUGHT 
to be, as FREE a people as your brethren in England. 
If the pamphlets publiſhed at London by Wood and 
his journeymen in defence of his cauſe were reprinted 
here, and that our countrymen could be perſuaded to 
read them, they would convince you of his wicked de- 
fign, more than all I ſhall ever be able to ſay. In ſhort, 


I make him a perfect /aint in compariſon of what he ap- 


pears to be from the writings of thoſe, whom he hires to 
juſtify his projet. But he is ſo far maſter of the field, (let 
others gueſs the reaſon) that no London printer dare pub- 


| liſh any paper written in favour of Frcland : and here no 


body hath yet been fo bold as to publiſh any thing in 

favour of him. „„ 5 2 
There was, a few days ago, a pamphlet ſent me of 

near fifty pages written in favour of Mr. Wood and his 


_ coinage, printed in London: it is not worth anſwering, 


becauſe probably it will never be publiſhed here. But it 
gare me occaſion to reflect upon an unhappy ineſs welie un- 
der, that the peopie of England are utterly ignorant of 


our cale ; which however is no wonder, fance it is a point 


they do not in the leait concern themſelves about, far- 
ther than perhaps as a ſubject of diſcourſe in a coffee. 


houſe when they have nothing elſe to talk of. For I 
have reaſon to believe, that no mini/lcr ever gave himſelf 
the trouble of rcading any papers written in our detence, 
becauſe I ſuppoſe their opinizns are already determined, 
and are formed wholly upon the reports of Wocd and his 
accomplices ; clfe it would be impoſhble, that any man 
could have the impudence to write ſuch a pamphlet as 1 
have mentioned. . 
Our neighbours, auh underſiandings are juſt upin 4 
level raith urs (which perhaps are none of the brighteſt) 
have a ſtrong contempt for molt nations, but eſpecially 
tor Ireland. They look upon us as a fort of /avage Iriſh, 
whom our anceſtors conquered ſeveral hundred ycars 
ago. And if I ſhould deſcribe the Britons to you as they 
were in Cæſar's time, when they fainted their bodies, or 
| Ty clothed 


—— — — 
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1 ; and we all, to a man, thought our- 
© ſelves happy in having them. 
Secondly, he affirms, that we were drawn into a diſ- 
© like of them only by ſome cunning, evil-defigning men 


© among us, who oppoſed this patent of Wood to get 
* ano fre 5 35% OE 


Thirdly, that * thoſe, who moſt declared at firſtagainſ 
* Wood's patent, were the very men who intend to get 
another for their own advantage.” . | 


Fourthly, that our parliament and privy- council, the 


lord mayor and aldermen of Dublin, the grand juries 


and merchants, and in ſhort the Whole kingdom, nay, 
the very dogs (as he expreſſeth it) were fond of thoſe 


© half-pence, till they were inflamed by thoſe few de- 
_ © ſigning perſons aforeſaid.” | 


Fifthly, he favs directly, that * all thoſe who oppoſed 
the halfpence, were papiſls, and enemies to king George.” 
Thus far, I an: confident, the moſt ignorant among 
you can ſately ſwear from your own knowledge that the 
author is a moſt notorious liar in every article; the di- 
rect contrary being !© maniteſt to the whole kingdom, 
that, if occañon required, we might get it confirmed un- 
der five hundred thouſand bands. | 
Sixthly, 
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hly, he would perſuade us, that * if we ell five 

« — worth of our goods or manufactures for two 
a ſhillings and four · penee worth of copper, al hough the 
copper were melted don, and that we could get ſive 
_ © ſhillings in gold and filver for the faid goods: yet to 
© take the ſaid two ſhillings and four-pence in copper 


y for our advantage.” 


* would be greatl : 
And, laſtly, he makes us a very fair offer, as empow- 


| ered by Wood, that if we will take off two hundred 


* thouſand pounds in his half-pence for our s, and 
© likewiſe pay him three per cent. intereſt for thirty years 
for an hundred and twenty thouſand pounds? (at which 
he computes the coinage above the intrinſic value of the 
copper,) for the loan of his coin, he will after that time 
* giveus good money for what half-pence will be then left. 
Let me place this offer in as clear a light as I can, to 
ſhew the inſupportable villainy and impudence of that 
incorrigible wretch. Firſt (fays he) © I will ſend two 
* hundred thouſand pounds of my coin into your coun- 
try: the copper I compute to be, in real value, eighty 
* thouſand pounds, and | charge you with in hundred 
and twenty thouſand pounds for the coin ge; io that 
you ſee, I lend you an hundred and twenty thouſand 
pounds for thirty years; for which you ſhall pay me 
* three per cent that is to ſay, three thouſand fix hundred 
pounds per annum, which in thirty years will amount 
to an hundred and eight thouſand pounds. And when 


© theſe thirty years are expired, return me my copper, 


* and I wil! give vou good money for i..“ 

This is the propofal made to us by Wood in that pam- 
phlet written by one of his commiſſioners : and the author 
is ſuppoſed to be the ſame infamous Coleby, one of his 


 andir-frrearers at the committee of council, w ho was tried 


* __ the treaſury here, where he was an under- 
clerk. 

By this propoſal he will arft receive two hundred thou- 
fand pounds, in good; or ſterling, tor as much copper as 
he values at cighty thouſand pounds, but in reality not 
worth thirty thouſand pounds, Secondly, he will re- 
cetve for intereſt an hundred and eight thouſand pounds: 


nd when our children come thirty years hence to return 


bis ha/f-pence upon his executors, (for before that time 
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he will be probably gone to = own place) theſe execy. = 


tors will very reaſonably reject them as raps and coun- 


terfeits, which they will be, and millions of them of his 


own coinage. | 


M-thinks I am fond of ſuch a dealer as this, who 


mends every day upon our hands like a Dutch reckoning, 


wherein if you diſpute the unrealonablenc ſs and exarhi. 


tance of the bill, the landlord ſhall bring it up every time 
with new additions. 
Although theſe and the like pamphlets publiſhed by 
Wood in London are altoge ther unknown here, where ng 
body could read them without as much indignation, as 
contempt would allow; yet I thought it proper to give 


you a ſpecimen how the man employs his time, where 


he rides alone without any creature to contradict him; 
while oux FEW FRIENDS there wonder at our ſilerce: 
and the Englith in general, if they think of this matter 
at all, impute our retutal to ilfu/re;s or di/affeticn, jult 


as Wood and his Hirelings are pleated to repreſent. 


But although our arguments are nu t ſuffered to be print. 


_ ed in England, yet the conlzquence will be of little mo- 
ment. Let Wood enveavour to perluade the people 


there, that we ought to recciv? his coin; aud let me con- 
vince our people here, that they ought to rej-& it under 
pain of our utter undoing ; and then let him do his 4% 


and his core. : | 
Be fore I conclude, I muſt beg 12:ve in all humility o 
tell Mr. Wood, that he is guilty of great i»di/cretion b. 


cauſing fo honourable a name as that of Mr. Wal pole u 


be mentioned ſo often and in ſuch a manner upon hs 


occaſion. A ſhort paper printed at Briſlol, and revrint- 
ed here, reports Mr. Wood to ſay, that he morders of the 
impudence and — the Trith in rf:1/ing bis cin, an 
rat he will du when Mr. Wa'pole cono; to torn. Where, 


b. the way, he is miſt-ken; for ic is the u, Engiilh | 
fFe9fle of Ireland who refuſe it, althovgh we take it for | 


granted, that the Iriſh will do ſo tog whenever they ar: 
atked. In another printed paper of his contriving it i 
rouncly expreſſed, that Mr. Walpclc will cram his Ira 
deu gur ihroats. Sometimes it is given out, that wc 


muuit e311 take theſe half-pence, or eat aur rogues : and 
in another news-letter, but of yelterday, we read, that 


time 


ed by 
cre no 
an, as 
0 give 


where 
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the ſame great man hath ſworn to make us ſwall;w his cuii 


„% Fre- all. | | | 
b —— my mind the known ſtory of a Scotch - 
man, who receiving the ſentence of death with all the 
circumſtances of hanging, beheading, guartering, emborel- 
lag, and the like, cried out, what necd all this Cook- 
£&Y ? and I think we have reaſon to aſk the ſame que- 
{tion ; for, if we believe Wood, here is a dinner getting 
ready for us; and you ſee the bill of fare; and I am ſor- 
ry the drink was forgot, which might eaſily be ſupplied 
with melted lead ane! flaming pitch. 
What vile words are theſe to put into the mouth of a 
great counſellor, in high truſt with his majeity, and look- 


_ ed upon as a prime miniſter ? If Mr. Wood hati no bet- 


ter a manner of repreſenting his patrons, when I come 
to be a great man he ſhall never be ſuffered to attend at 
my lerer. This is not the ſtyle of a great miniſter; it 
favours too much of the kettle and the furnace, and came 
entirely out of Wood's forge. > 

As tor the threat ot making us eat eur rogues, we 


need not be in pain; for if his coin ſhoui hats, that An- 
polite covering for the feet would no longer be a national 


reproach ; becauſe then we ſhould have neither fboe nor 
brogue left in the kingdom. But here the falſhood of 


Mr. Wocd is fairly detected; for I am confident Mr. 
Walpole never heard of a br97ue in his whole lite. 


As to ſewall;wing theſe half-pence in fire-balls, it is a 
ſtory equally improbable. For, to execute this operati- 
on, the whole ſtock of Mr. Wocd's coin ard metal muſt 
be melted down, and moulded into hollow Sal with 
wild-fire, no bigger than a reaionable throat may be able 
to {wallow. Now, the metal he hath prepared, and al- 
ready coined, will amount to at leaſt fifty millions of H 
pence to be jreall:recd by a million and an half ot people; 
ſo that, allowing two halt-pence to each Call, there will 
be abi ut icventeen balls of wild fire a- piece to be fixal- 
lowed by evcry perion in the kingdom; and, to adminif- 
ter this doſe, there cannot be conveniently fewer that fifty 
thoutand gperator;, allowing one operator to every thir- 
ty; Which, conſidering the 1aueamipireys of (one Comachs, 
and the peewifbneſs of $2442 cli lurtu, is Dut 1413682, 

vow, under correctien of butter judgment, b the 
2 Fit  traud!s 


R r 
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rouble and charge of ſuch an experiment would exceed 


the profit ; and therefore I take this report to be ſpuri. | 
ous, or, at leaſt, only a new ſcheme of Mr. Wood him. 
ſelf; which, to make it paſs the better in Ireland, he 


would farther upon a minifter of fate. 
But I will now demonſtrate, beyond all contradigi. 
on, that Mr. Walpole is againſt this project of Mr. Wood, 


and is an entire friend to Ireland, only by this one in. 
vincible argument, that he has the univerfal opinion of 
| being a wiſe man, an able miniſter, and in all his 5 
ceedings purſuing the true intereſt of the king his mafter 


and that as his integrity is above all corruption, ſo is his 


fortune above all temptation. I reckon therefore, we are 


perfeRly ſafe from that corner, and ſhall never be under 


the neceſſity of contending with ſo formidable a puter, 


but be left to poſſeſs our 4r;ge5 and potatoes in peace, a; 


renate from thunder as we are from Jupiter. 


Ian, my dear ceuntremen, 
| ow loving fellorv- ſubject, 
 fellow-ſufferer, and 
Bundle ſervant, 
Odob. 13. 1724. M. B. 


* Frecul a Jove, fracul a Fulinine. 


Upon the arrival of Lord Carteret, ſoon aſter the publication of 


this letter, the paſſages from which this note is referred to were 


ſelected as ſufficient ground for pruſecution, and a proclam ati an 
Was publiſhed by his Excellency and council offering a reward of 


thre: hundred pounds for diſc vering the author. Har ng the 
printer was impriſoned, anda bill of indictment was or cred to be 


_ prepared againſt him; which gave ovcaſica to the tuilowing | 


F =p Io | 


Szaſznable 


tion of 
0 Were 
n ati a 


vard of 


1 the 
to be 
lowing 


able | 


, 
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ca gainſt the printer of the Drapi 
are ſeveral things maturely to be conſidered by the 


[7 1 


Seafonable Apvice to the Gx ap- Jury, 
concerning the bill preparing againit the 
PrinTER of the preceding LETTER. 


 CINCE a 3d is preparing for the grove jury to find 


s laſt letter, there 


gentlemen before they determine upon it. 3 
Firſt, they are to conſider, that the author of the ſaid 
pamphlet did write three other diſcourſes on the ſame ſub- 


ſect, which, inſtead of being cen ſured, were univerſally 


approved by the whole nation, and were allowed tu have 
raiſed and continued that fpirit amor g us, which hath 
hitherto kept out Wood's coin ; for ail men will grant, 
that if thole pamphlets had not been written, his coin 
muſt have over. run the nation ſome montlis ago. 

Secondly, It is to be conſidered, that this pamphlet, 
azainit which a proclum. tion bath been iſiued, is written 
by the /ame aut har: that nobody ever doubted the inno- 
cence and goudnrels of Lis de ſign; that he appears through 


the whole tenor of it, to be a 4% jul ject to his majeſiy, 


and devoted to the huu:2 cf Hanover, and declares him- 
ſelf in a manner peculiatly zealuus againſt the pretender. 
And it ſuch a writer in ſour ſeveral treatiies on {3 nice s 


ſubjed, where à ro, al patent is concerned, and where it 


waz neceſtiry to {real of England and cf I ler-, thould 
in one or to plac:s beppen to let fall an inadvertent ex- 
preſſion, it would be held to condemn him aſter all the 
gocd he hath dore, cipectally hen we conſider, that he 
could have no pole dt ſign in view either of hondur or 
proſit, but purely the g2ca of his cox TRT. 

Thirdly, It ugh: to de well confidered, whether any 
one expreiſion, in the fail pamphlet be reaily liable to a 


juſt exc2p::cn, much le's to be found wicked, malicious, 


 Jeartious, refleZing upn hi: majejly aid his minijiry, Sc. 


he two point, in that paiapglet, which it is ſaid the 
prolecutors iitend chiefly to fix on, are, 5.4, where the 
| author 


. — 
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author mentions the penner of the king's anſwer. Firp, 


this dep 
greſſion. 


it is well known his majeſty is not malte r of the Engliſh 


tongue; and therefore it is neceſſary that ſome other 


perion ſhould be employed to pen what he hath to ſay, 


or write in that language. Secondly, his majeſty's anſwer | 


is not in the firſt perſon, but in the third, It is not faid 
WE ARE CONCERNED, OR OUR ROYAL PREDECES. 


sons; but nis MAJESTY 7s concerned, and his ROYAL 


PREDECESSORS. By which it is plain, theſe are pro- 
perly not the words of his majeſty ; but ſuppoſed to be 
taken from him, and trantmitted hither by one of his mi. 


. niſters. Thirdly, it will be eaſily ſeen, that the author 
of the pamphlet delivers his ſentiments upon this par- 
ticular with the utmoit caution and reſpett, as any im- 


partial render will oblerve. 


The ſecond paragraph, which it is ſaid will be taken 


notice of as a motive to find the bill, is what the author 
ſays of Ireland's being a dependent kiagdom: he explains 
all the dependence he knows of, which is a ſaw made in 


Ireland, whereby it is eraftcd, that reboever is king of 
England fou/7 te king of Ireland. Before this explanau- 
on be condemned, and the bill found upon it, it would 
be proper that ſome lawyers ſhou'd fully inform the jury 


what other law there is, either ſtatute or common, for 
en. lency; and it there be no la, thee is no tranſ- 


The Hurth thin very maturely to be conſidered by 


the jury, is, what in fuence their fading the oil mex 


have upon the kingdom: the peng Je in general fr d no 
fault in the Drip: Ia book, any wore than ta the 


three ic: mer ; and theretore when they hear It is con- 


demneg be a grand. jury of Dublin, they will concluce 


it is done in favour of Wond?s coin; they will think we 
of this town have changed our minds, and intend to take 


thoſe half pence, and therefore that ic will be in vain for 
them to ſtand out: ſo that the queſtion comes to this, 
which will be of the worſt conſequcnuce? to let paſs one 


or two expreſſions, at the worit only unwary, in a book 


written for the public ſervice; or io leave a free open 


paſſage for Wood's braſs to uvei-irun us, by which we 


ſhall be undone fur ever. 


The fifth thing to be conſider: is, that the members 


of 


| 


: 


cn. 
(lude 
nk we 
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in for 
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h we 


nbers 
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of the grand-jury being merchants and principal ſhop- 


ders can have no ſuitable temptation offered them, as 
2 recompence for the miſchief they will do, and ſuffer by 
letting in this coin ; nor can be at any loſs or danger by 
rejecting the bill. They do not expect any employments 
in the ſtate, to make up their own private advantages 
by the deſtruction of their country ; whereas thoſe, who 
go about to adviſe, entice, or threaten them to find that 


| bill, have great employments which they have a mind to 


keep, or to get greater; as it was likewiſe the caſe of all 
thoſe who ſigned the proclamation to have the author 
proſecuted. And therefore it is known, that his grace 


the lord archbiſhop of Dublin, fo renowned for his pie- 


ty, and wiſdom, and love of his country, abſolutely re 
fuſed to condemn the book or the author. | | 

Laftl, It ought to be conſidered, what conſequence 
the finding the bill may have upon a poor man, perfect- 
ly innocent; I mean the printer. A lawyer may pick 
oat expreſſions, and make them liable to exception, 
where no other man is able to ſind any. But how can 
it be ſuppoſed that an ignorant printer can be ſuch a 
critick * He knew the author's defign was honefl, and ap- 
proved by the whale kingdom: he adviſed with friends, 
who told him there was no harm in the book, and he 
could fee none himſeit; it was ſent him in an unknown 
hand: but the ſame in wiich he received the three former. 
He and his wife have cffered to take their oaths, that they 
Knew nt the author. And therefore to find a bill, that 
may bring puniſhment upon the innocent, will appear 


tej Hard, io iay no worſe. For it will be impoſſible to 


En the author, unleſs he will pleaſe to diſcover himſelf: 
althougn | wonder he ever concealed his name: but IL 
tuppote, what hedid at firſt out of modefly, he continues 
tu CO cut oi t rudence. God protect us and him. 

T will conclude all with a iable aſcribed to Demoſthe- 
nes: he had lervcd che people of Athens with great fide- 
lity in the itation of an orator ; when upon a certain oc- 
cation appr.hending to be delivered over to his enemies, 


he told the Athenians, his countrymen, the following 


ftory. Once upon a time the 2y:/ves defired a league with 


the fee upon this condition; that the cauſe of ſtrife 


might be taken away, which was the /bepherds and na- 
| x ; 4. 3 
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tf: this being granted, the wolves without all fear 
zuade havock of the Heep. 


Noceml er 11, 1724. 


Copies of this paper were diftrivuted ts every perſon ef the grard. j 

e — befire tbe bill — 5 to be exhibited 5 —— © 4 
r.aſons c:ntained in it, refuſed to find the bill, upen cubich the Lord Chief 
Juſtice Whitſhed, vl o bad prefided at a form:r proſecution of the dean 
printer,, & diſckergel them in a rage. Tye fell:wing extract wor ſun 
after — 5 to ſbesu the ill-enlity of this proce. ing; and the next 
gran 


1 Jury that us em arne lei made tle ſabiequent preſentment againſt | 
all thealettors of Mad s prije 7, &c. See letter to Lord Moletworth, p. 


84. of this voir rie. 


| FB the 8: ( note p:efined to the propoſal for the ſole uſeof 


iſh manufature, in this velere. 


An anwald from a book, inticled, Au exact culleflion of 
the debates of the beuſe of Communs, held at Wiminſter, 


| OA. 21. 1080, 2. 150. 


_ RESOLUTIONS 7 the have of Cormuns itt Engiand, 
e ee e o6ls. 


YEVERAL perſons being examined about the diſmif. 
ſing a grand- jury in Middlef:x, the ha.te came to 
the following reſelntion :- 8 - 


Refolved, that the diſcharging of a grand jury by any 


judge, before the end of the term, aſſizes, or ſeſſion', 
while matters are under their conſideration, and not pre- 
ſented, is arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive to public Jultice, 
a manifeſt viclation of his oath, and is a means to ſub- 
vert the fundamental laws of this kingdom. on 


Rented, 


ly for the 


— Commons of England. 1 
Reſolved, that a committee be i to examine 
the proceedings of the judges in Weſtminſter-hall; and 


Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſbed, for his condukt, deſerved to have 
been impeached by the houſe of Commons; becauſe the diſſolving 
of a grand jury by any judge before the end of the term, aſſiaes, or 


ſeſſions, while matters are under their confideration, and not preſent- 


ed, is arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive to public juſtice, a manifeſt vio- 
lation of his oath, and is a means to ſubvert the fundamental laws of 
the realm. But, as the houſe ef commons forbore to execute their 
vengeance upon the Chief Juſtice, Swift ſeized upon him as a prey, 
laſhed him, and worried him out of all his patience, by many ſarcaſtic 
epigrams, ſquibs, and other ſevere reflections upon his unworthy de- 
meanor, until at 1: he became odious and ridiculous to the whole 
kingdom. Neither could his death, which happened ſoon atter, ap- 
peaſe the vengeance of the incenſed patriot. For Su ift, reſolving to 


make him an example to all future ages, purſued him into the regi- 


ons cf the dead, and coupled him with Anytis the accuſer of So- 


crates. Such indeed was at laſt the facrifice that poor unfortunae 
Whitſhed became to the reſentment of Dr. Swift.—8See Switt's 
poems concerning W hitihed, vol. 6. alſo, A ort wiew of Ireland; 


and, In anſaver tu a memoriel, in this volume. Se: alſo The J fe and 
charafter of Dr. Swift, vol. 7. p. 164. D. Swift, 
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The PRESENTMENT of the Gz anv-juzy | 


of the county of the city of Dublin. 


W 


coined, commonly called Wood's half. pence, 


ſeveral houſ-s of this city, with an intention to make them 


elandeſtinely among his majeſty's ſubjects of this 


ingdom ; notwithſtanding the addreſſes of both houſes 


ol parliament, and the privy-council, and the declarati. 
ons of moſt of the corporations of this city ag:inlt the 


faid coin: and whereas his majeſty has bccn graciouſly 
1 to leave his loyal ſubjects of this kingdom at li- 
y to take or refuſe the {aid half- pence; | 
We the grand jury of the c;unty of the city of Dub. 
lin, this Michael mas term 1724, having entirely at heart 


is majeſty's intereſt, and the welfare of our country,and 


deing thoroughly ſenſible of the great: diſcouragements 


which trade hath ſuffered by the apprehenſions of the ſaid 


coin, whereof we have already felt the diſmal effects; 
and that the currency thereof will inevitably tend to the 
great diminution cf his majeſty's revenue, and the ruin 
of us and our poſterity, do preſent all fuch perſon as have 
attempted, or ſhall endeavour by fraud, or otherwiie, to 


impoſe the ſaid half-pence upon us, contrary to his ma- 


jeſty's moſt gracious intentions, as enemies to his majeſ- 
ty's ment, and to the ſaſety, pcace, and welfare of 
all his majeſty's ſubjects of this kingdom; whole affec- 
tions have been ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed by their zeal 


to his illuſtrious family before his happy acceſſion tothe 


throne, and by their continued loyalty ever ſince. 


As we do, with all juſt gratitude, acknowledge hefe. 


vices of all ſuch patriots, as have been eminently zeal 


for the intereſt of his majeſty and this country, in detect- 
ing the fraudulent impoſition of the ſaid Wood, and pre- 
venting the paſſing of his baſe coin; ſo we do, at the fame 


time, declare our abhorrence and deteſtation of all re- 


flections on his majeſty and his government; and that we | 


HEREAS ſeveral great quantities of baſe meril 
have been brought into the port of Dublin, and lodgedin | 


JURy 
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with our lives and fortunes to defend his moſt 


cred majeby e 1 


Siven ander our hands at the grand-jury chamber, this 


28th of November, 1724. 


Willtam . 


Nathaniel Pearſon, 


Joſeph Nuttall, 


William Aſton, 
Stearn Tighe, | 


Richard Walker, 
Edmond French, 
John Vereilles, 
Philip Pearſon, 
Thomas Robins, 
Richard Dawſon, 


David Tew, 
Thomas How, 


Jobs Jones, 


Charles Lyndon, 


Jerom Bredin, 
John Sican, 
Anthony Brunton, 


Thomas Gaven, 


Daniel Elwood, 


The 3 . was publi ed about a month after 


the proclamation was iſſued, offering a reward of zool. for 


the diſcovering the author of the N s fourth letter. 
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A Letter to the Right Honourable 
The Lord Viſcount Mor Eswog TH. 
Written in the year "EY 


They compaſſed me oa alſo with words of deceit, 4 
| fought againſt me without a cauſe. 


For my love they are my adverfaries ; but [ * myſelf un- 
to Prayer. 


And they have rewarded me evil for gued, and * 


my love. Pſal. cix. 3, 4, 5 


Seek not to le Judge. being not able to take act ** rigviy; 


Eſt at any time thau jcor ihe terſon of the ni, aud lay 
4 ftumilng block in the way of thy u'rig? 12004. 


Halt not caſt thyjelf detun among the peo le. 


Bind not one fin upen another, you in one thou — not be "8 


— Eccius vii. 6, 7+ & 


: Non j jam prima peto Mneſtheus, neque vincere certo- 
— O! Sed +Uperent quidus hoc, Neptune, deditti. 


Di kcrioxs to the PRIxT ER. 


Mr. Haabixc, 
EN l ſent you my former papers, I cannot ſay 
L intended you either gad or hurt; and yet you 


have 4 — through my means to receive both. I pray 
God deliver you from any more of the latter, and increale 


the former. Your trade, particulaily in this kingdom, 


is of all others th moſt unfortunately circumitantiated 
lor as you deal in the molt worthlets kind of traſh, the 


penny 


Offend net againſt the multitude of a city, and then hr 


to complain of me, for your own and your wife's conſine- 
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penny productions of pennyleſs ſcriblers; fo yon often 


venture your liberty, and ſometimes your lives, for the 
of half a crown ; and, by your own ignorance, 


are pun iſhed tor other men's actions. 
I am afraid, you in particular think you have reaſon 


ment in priſon, to your great expence, as well as hard- 
ſhip ; and for a proſecution ſtill impending. But | will 
tell you, Mir. Harding, how that matter ſtands. Since 
the preſs hath lain under fo ſtrict an inſpection, thoſe, 
who have a mind to inform the world, are become fo cau- 
tious as to keep themſelves, if poſñbſe, out of the way of 


danger. My cuſtom theref:re is to dictate to a prentice, 


who can write in a feigned hand; and u hat is written we 
ſend to your houſe by a black guard boy. But, at the 
ſame time, I do aſſure you upon my reputation, that I ne- 
ver did ſend vou any thing for which I thought you 


could poſſioly be called to an account. And you will 


be my witneſs, that I always deſired you, by a letter, to 
take ſome good advice before vou ventured to print; be- 
cauſe I knew the dexlerity of dealers in the late at finding 
out ſomething to faſten on, where no evil is meant. 


am told indeed, that you did accordingly conſult feveral 
very able perions; and even /ome, who afterwards ap- 


tcared againſt you to which 1 can only anfwer ; that 


you mutt either change your advijers, cr determine to 


print nothing that comes from a Gafier. - 
1 deſire you will tend the incloſed letter directed to 
my lord viſcount Maliſtwarth, at his houſe at Brackden- 


| flown, near Swords: but I would have it ſent printed for 


the convenience of his lord{tip's reacing ; becauſe this 
counterfeit hand of my prentice is nit very legible And, 


if you think fit to publiſh it, I would Lave you firſt zet 


it read over by ſome xatable lawyer: I am affured, you 
will find enough of them, who are friends to the drapier, 
and will do it without a fee ; which, I am afraid, you 
can ill afford after all your expences. For although I 
have taken fo much caic, that 1 think it impoſſible to 
find a topic cut ot the follow ing papers for ſending you 
again to priſon, yet I will not venture to be your gua- 


rantee. 


This enſuing letter contains only a ſnort account of my- 
2 . ſelf, 
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ſelf, and an bumble apology for my former 


eſpecially the aff : with little mention of Mr. — 


his half peng; becauſe I have already ſaid enough 
upon that ſubject, until occaſion ſhall be given for zew 


| fears; and, in that caſe, you may perhaps hear from me f 


again. 
I am 
Four friend 
| From my ſhop in and ſervant 
St. Francis-ſtreet, „ 
Dec. 14. 1724. M. X. 


P. S. For want of intercourſe between you and me, 


hogs I never will ſuffer, f your people are apt to make 


very grots errors in the 3 which! — you will 


provide againſt. 


FA The copies were FORE ſent to the preſs by ſome obſcure meſ· 
ſenger, who never knew the perſon from whom he received them, 


but gave them in at a window. The amanuenſis only was truſted, 
to whom about two years aftcr the author gave an employment of 
4. a year as a reward for his fidelity. 
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the people of this kingdom from thoſe of England. 


1 9 ] 


To the Right Honourable 
The Lord Viſcount MoresworTtn, 
At his Houle at Brackdenſtown near Swords. 
My Los d, | „„ „ | 
Reflect too late on the maxim of common obſervers, 


that thoſe, who meddle in matters out of their call- 3 
ing, will have reaſon to repent ; which is now verified 


in me: for, by engaging in the trade of a writer, I have 


drawn upon myſelf the diſpleaſure of the government, 
fignified by a proclamation promiſiag a reward of three 
hundred pounds to the firſt faithhul ſubject, who ſhall be 
able and inclined to ut againit me; to which I ma 

add, the /audable zeal and induſtry of my lord chief. ul 


tice Whitſhed in his endeavours to diſcover ſo dangerous 
a perſon, Therefore, whether | repent or no, I have 
certainly cauſe to do ſo; and the common cEſervation 
till ſtands good. 8 | 


It will 'ometimes happen, I know not how, in the 


courſe of buman affairs, that a man ſhall be made liable 


to regal animadverſions, where he hath nothing to anſwer 


for either to God or his country : and condemned at Weſt- 


minſter-hall, for what he will acver be charged with at 

the day of judgement. wo | 
After Hrictly examining my own heart, and conſult- 

ing ſome divines of great reputation, I cannot accuſe my- 


ſelf of any f malice or wickedneſs againſt the public; of any 


' defigns to ſow ſedition ; of reflefting on the king and bis 


miniſters: or of endeavouring to alienate the affettions of 


I can charge myſelf with, is a weak attempt to ſerve a 
nation in danger of deſtruction by a moſt wicked and ma- 


F Articles mentioned in the inditment and proclamation, 
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licious projector, without waiting until I were called y ä ff 
its aſſiſtance. Which attempt, however it may perhaps | blexe 
give me the title of pragmatical and over=veening, will ne. cont 
ver lie a burthen upon my conſcience. God knows whe. | the k 
ther I may not, with all my caution, have already run I the 
myſelf into a ſecond danger by offering thus much in Fete 
my own vindication. For I have heard of a judge, who hati 
upon the criminal's appeal to the dreadful day of judgment, T 
told him, he had incurred a premunire for appealing to a piece 


foreign juriſdictiun: and of another in Wales, who ſe. thou 


verely checked the priſoner for offering the ſame plea; rd 
taxing him with refle&ing on the court by ſuch a com- com 
parifon ; becauſe coa22pari/ons are adicus. a f 
But, in order to make tome excuſe for being more ſpe- . 
culative than others of my condition, I defire your lord. fo th 
ſhip's pardon, while I am doing a very fooliſh hing; lity a 
which is to give you ſome little account of myſelf. 1 
I was bred at a free-{chool, where I acquired ſome tizer 
little knowledge in the Iain tongue. I ſerved my appren- Woc 
ticeſhip in London, and there ict up for mylclt with I ha 
good ſucceſs ; untii by te det jome friends, and mis- ers 2 
fortunes of athers, | returned into this kingdom; and be- to be 
gan to employ mv thoughts in cultivating the zvoo/len- coun 
manufacture through all its branches; wherein I met the! 
with great diſcouragement, and powerful oppoſers, whoſe and 
objections appear to me very itrange and ſingular. They 1 
argued, that the people of England would be offended, Pur p 
if our manufactures were brought to equal theirs: and ed to 
even ſome of the 2wearing trade were my enemies; which mad 
I could not but look upon as abſurd and anrutural. | /'5ye 
remember your lordfhip at that time did me the honour as | 
to come into my ſhop, where ] ſhewed you || a piece of pour 
blact and white ſtuff juſt ſent ſrom the yer; which you 50 1 
were pleaſed to approve of, and be my beſt cuſtomer for. ___ 
However, I was fo mortificd, that I reſolve for the oi hi 
future to fit quierly in my ſhop, and deal in comm | ** 
goods, like the reſt of my brethren ; until it happened an a 


tome months ago, confidering wi:h myſelf, that the J/ow- 
er and poorer fort of people wanted a plain, ſtrong coarjt 


y By this is meant, the Prepeſal for che univerſal uſe of Iniſk a 


.. - ay 
7. Hure. 
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tizen, that I am not richer, 


_ 
- 
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defend them againſt cold eaſterly winds, which then 


av ery fierce and blaſting fer a long time together ; 1 
—_ = on des. 4 oo fold. very well all over 
the kingdom, and preſerved many thouſands from agaes. 
I then made a F /econd and a third kind of fuß for the 
zenrry, with the ſame ſucceſs; inſomuch, that an agae 
hath hardly been heard of for ſome time, p 

This incited me fo far, that I ventured upon a || fourth 
piece made of the beſt Iriſh wool I could get : and I 
thought it grave and rich enough to be worn by the beſt 


hard or judge of the land. But, of late ſome great folks 


complain, as I hear, that when they had it on, they felt 
a ſpuduering in their limbs, and have thrown it off in a 
rage; curſing to hell the poor drapier, who invented it; 
ſo that I am determined never to work for perſons of gua- 
lity again: except for your lordſeip and a very few more. 
I atfure your ip upon the word of an honeſt ei- 
by the value of one of Mr. 
Wood's half-pence, with the ſale of all the ſeveral f 
I have contrived : for, I give the whole profit to the 
ers and prefers. F And therefore I hope you will pleaſe 
to believe, that no other motive, beſides the love of my 


country, could engage me io buſy my head and hands to 
the Liſs of my time, and the gain of nothing but vexation 


| | have naw in hand one piece of /uff to be woven on 
purpoſe for your lordſhip ; although I might be aſham- 
ed to offer it to you, afier I have confeſſed, that it will be 
made only fiom the“ reds and remnants of the woot em- 
/aged in the former. However I thall work it up as well 
as I can; and at worſt, you need only give it among 
your tenants. 85 


I am very ſenſible, how ill your lordſhip is like to be 


entertained with the pedantry of a drapier in the terms 


ot his own trade. How will the matter be mended, when 
vou find me entering again, although very ſparingly, into 


an affair of ſtate? for tuch is now grown the contoverſy 


with 


8 The drapier's three firit letters. 
, 2 fourth letter, againſt which the procl. mation was iſſued. 
| rinte:s, A GIS | 5 


* Meaningthe preſent letter, 
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with Mr. Wood, it ſome great /azzyers are to be credited. 
And as it often happens at play, that men begin with 
farthings, and go on to gold, till tome of them loſe their 
eſtates and die in jail :- fo it may roflibly fall out in my 
caſe, that by playing too long with Mr. Wood's half. 


pence, I may be drawn in to pay afar double to the re. 


ward for betraying me: be ſent to priſon, and vt be . 
li vered thence until I fall have paid the uttermnft farthing. 
There are, my lord, three forts of perions, with 
whom I am reſolved never to Ciipute : a b/2h-way-man 
with a piitol at my breaſt; 4 beg g dragons, who come 
to 2 my houſe ; and a 72 of the lat, who can 
make a merit of accuſing me. In cach of theſe cafes, 
which are almoft the ſame, the beſt method is to Fecp aut 
of the way; and the next beſt is to dviiver your money, 
ſurrender your heaſe, and confeſs na“ hing. 
I am told, that the two points in my laſt letter, from 
_ which an occaſion of offence hath been taken, are, where 
I mention his majeſty's anſwer to the addreſs of the houſe 
of lords upon Mr. Wood's patent ; and where I diſcourſe 
upon Ireland's being a dependent kingdom. As to the 
former, I can only ſay, thit I have treated it with the 
utmoſt reſpect and caution : and I thought it nece ſſaryto 
ſhew where Wood's patent dife:ed in many eſſential parts 
from all others, that ever had been granted ; becauſe, the 
contrary had for want of due information been to ſtrong- 
ly and fo largely aſſerted. As to the other, of Ireland's 
dependency ; | conſeſs to have often heard it mentioned, 
but was never able to underſtand what it meant. This 
gave me the curioiity to enquire among ſeveral eminent 
lawyers, who proſfeſſed they knew nothing of the matter. 
I then turned over all the ſtatutes of both kingdoms with- 
out the leaſt information, further than an Iriſh a&, that 


I quoted, of the 334 of Henry VIII. uniting Ireland v 


England under one king. I cannot fay, I was /orryto 
be diſappointed in my ſearch, becauſe it is certain, Icould 
be contented to depend only upon God and my print, - 
and the Jaws of my own country, after the manner of 1. 
ther nations. But fince my letters are of a different 3. 
pinion, and defire further dependencies, I ſhall outward!? 
fubmir ; yer ſtill inſiting in my own heart upon che e 

ciptim 
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ceptien I made of M. B. drapier. Indeed that hint was 


borrowed from an idle ſtory I had heard in England, 


which perhaps may be common and beaten ; but be- 
cauſe it infinuates neither treaſon nor ſedition, I will juſt 
barely relate it. „ 

Some hundred years ago, when the peers were ſo great 
that the commons were looked upon as little better than 
their dependents, a bill was brought in for making ſome 
new additions to the power and privileges of the peerage. 


After it was read, one Mr. Drue, a member of the houſe 


ſtood up, and ſaid, he very much approved the bill, and 
would give his vote to have it paſs ; but however, for 
ſome reaſons beſt known to himſelf, he defired that a 
clauſe might be inſerted for excepting the family of the 
Drues. The oddaeſs of the propofition taught others to 
reflect a little; and the bill was thrown our. 

Whether I were miſtaken, or went tos far in examin- 
ing the dependency, muſt be left to the impartial judg- 
ment of the world, as well as to the courts of judicature ; 


although indeed not in fo effefua/ and decifive a manner. 


But to ai m, as I hear ſome do, in order to countenance 
2 fearful and ſervile ſpirit, that this point did not belong 


1 my ſubje ct, is a falle and fool h objection There 
were ſeveral ſcandalous reports induſtriouſly ſpread by 


Wood and his accomplices, to diſcograge all oppoſition 
again ſt his infamous project. They gave it out, that we 
were prepared for a rebellian; that we diſputed the king's 
prerogetive, and were ſhaking off our dependency. The 
firſt went fo far, and obtained fo much belief againſt the 
moil viſible demonſtrations to the contrary, that a great 
perſon of this kingdom, now in England, ſent over ſuch 
an account of it to hi; friends, as would make any good 


lubject both grieve and tremble. I thought it therefore 


nece ſſary to treat that calumny as it deſerved. Then [ 
proved by an invincible argument, that we could have no 
intention to diſpute his majeity's prerogative; becauſe the 
prerogative was not concerned in the queſton ; the civilt- 
ans and Jawyers of all nations agreeing, that copper is not 
honey. And laſtly, to clear us from the imputation of 
ſhaking off our dependency, I ſhewed wherein I thought, 
and al] ever think, this Zependency conſiſted, and cited 
the ſtatute above mentioned made in Ireland: by which 

it 
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it is enacted, that er is king of England. fall be 
king of Ireland: and that the two kingdoms ſhall be fir 
ever knit together under one king. This, 33 J conceived, 
did wholly acquit us of intending to break our de/enden- 

; becauſe it was altogether out of gur power: for 
turely no king of England will ever couſcat to the repeal 
of this ſtature. e 5 

But upon this article I am charged with a heavier ac- 
cuſation. It is ſaid I went 100 far, when I declared, that 
if ever the pretender ſhould come to be fixed upon the 
* throne of England (which God forbid) I would fo far 


venture to tranſgreſs this ſtatute, that I would loſe the 
_ © laſt drop of my blood, before I would ſubmit to him 


as king of Ireland.“ | 

This J hear on all fides is the ſtrongeſt and weightieſt 
objettion againſt me; and which hath given the moſt of- 
fence ; that I ſhould be ſo bold to declare againſt a direct 
ſtatute ; and that any motive, how ſtrong ſoever, could 
make me reject a king, whom England ſhould receive. 
Now, if in defending myſelf from this accuſation, I ſhould 
freely confeſs that I went too far ; that the expreſſion 


was very inditcreet, although occaſioned ty my zeal for | 


| his preſent majeſty, and his prote ſtant line in the houſe of 
Hanover, that I fhall be careful never to offend again in 


| the like kind; and that I hope this free acknowlegement | 


and ſorrow for my error will be ſome atonement, and a 


little ſoften the hearts of my powerful adverſaries: I ay, 
if I ſhould offer ſuch a defence as this, I do not doubt 


but ſome people uould wreſt it to an ill meaning by 4 


iteful interpr tation. And therefore, fince | cannot 


nk of any other anſwer, which that paragraph can ad- 

mit, I will leave it to the mercy of every candid reader; 
but ftill without recanting my own opinion. 

I will now venture to tell your lordſhip a ſceret, where» 
in I fear you are too deeply concerned. You will there- 
fore pleaſe to know, that this habit of writing and dil- 
courſing, wherein | ur. fortunately difer from almoſt the 
whole kingdom, and am apt to grate the cars of more 
than I could wiſh, was acquired during my apprenticeſhip 


in London, and a long reſidence there after | had ſet up 


for myſelf. Upon my return and ſettlement here, I 


thought } had on * changed c, cuuntr) of freedom for a> 


Ac . 


3 


35 


5 
8 


that 


that ficedom conſiſts in a people's being 
laws made with their own conſent ; and 
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vat ber. 1 had been long converſant with the writings of 
your Lordſhip, || Mr. Locke, Mr. Molineux, colonel Sid- 
ney, and other dangerous authors, who talk of liberty 
« 25 2 bleſſing, to which the whole race of mankind hath 
« an original title: whereof nothing but unlawful force 
© can diveſt them.” | knew a great deal of the ſeveral 


Gothic inftitutions in Europe; and by what incidents 
and events they came to be deſtroyed : and lever thought 


it the moſt uncontrouled and univerſally agreed maxim, 
OO ery in the 
© contrary.” [I have been likewiſe told, and believe it to 
be true, that /iberty and property are words of known uſe 
and ſignification in this kingdom; and the very lawyers 
pretend to underſtand, and have them often in their 
mouths. Theſe were the errors, which have miſled me; 
and to which alone I muſt impute the ſevere treatment 
] have received. But I ſhall in time grew wiſer, and learn 


to conſider mv river, the road I am in, and with whom I 
am voked. This I will venture to fay 5 that the boldeſt 
and moſt obnoxious words I ever 

England have only expoſed me as a ſtupid fool, who went 
to prove that the jun hone in à clear ſummer's day: and l 


elivered, would in 


have witneſſes ready to depoſe, that your loruthip hath 
ſaid and writ fifty times worſe ; and, what is fill an ag- 


_ gravation, with infinitely more wit and learning, and 


fronger arguments: fo that as politics run, | do not know 
a perſon of more exceptionable pi inciples than yourſelf: 
and if ever I ſhall be diſcovered, | thick you will be 
bound in honour to pay my fine, and ſupport me in pri- 
ſon ; or elſe I may chance to i»ferm againſt you Ly way 
of reprijal. 

In the mean time I bez your Jordſhip to receive my 


_ confeiſion ; that if there be any ſuch taing as a defendency 


of Ireland upon England, otherwiſe than as 1 nave ex- 
plained it, either by the la of God, of zature, of rea- 
jon, of nations, or ot the land, (which I fhall Ge rather 
than grant) then was the proclamation agamit me the 


| moſt merciful that ever was put out; and in ſtead of ac- 


culing 


| He pu! liſhed a book inthe reign of king William III. entitled, 
| The State of Denmark, with a large preface. Hawhkeſ.- 
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culing me as malicious, wicked, and /editions, it might 
have been directly as guilty of high-treaſen. 
All I defire is, that the cauſe of my country againſt 
Mr. Wood may not ſuff-r by any inadvertency of mine, 
Whether Ireland depends upon England, or only 
God, the fing, and the /z:v; I hope no man will affer 
that it dzpends upon Mr. Wood. I ſhould be heanily 


ſorry that this commendable ſpirit againſt me ſhould acci- 


dentally (and what, I Hape, was never intended) ftrike a 
damp upon that fpirit in all ranks and corporations ot 
men again the ceipera:;e and ruinous defign of Mr. 
Wood. Let my countrymen blot out thoſe parts in my latt 

letter, which they diſlike ; and let no ru remain on my 
ſtorũ to cure the wounds I have given to our moſt mor. 
tal enemy. When Sir Charles Sidley was taking the 


oaths, where ſeveral things were to be renoznced, he ſaid, 


he loved rexoancins ; aſked it any more were to be e. 
nounced ; for he was ready to renaunce as much as they 


pleaſed. Although I am not ſo thorough 2 renoancer, | 


yet let me have but gud city ſecurity againſt this peſtilent 
coinage, and I ſhall be ready not only to renguct every 
ſyllable in all my four letters, but to deliver them cheer. 
fully with wy own Hands into thoſe of the commen hang- 
man, to be burnt with no better compary than the ca- 
er's effigies, if any part of it hath eſcaped out of the jzcnlar 
hands ot my taithtul friends, the common people. 
But, whatcver the ſentiments of „i prope may be, 
T think it is agreed that many of thoic, who /ub/crive! 
againit me, are on th- ſide of a vaſt majority in the king. 
dom, why eppoted Br. Wood: and it was with great 
2 „ 


As the Drapier's letters were written expreſely azainſt Wood's 
half-pence, it might well be imagine that a proclamation againf 
the author would produce an ohinton, that to op pote Vs ocd's hall- 
pence was :lryal, and tubjected the party to pains and penalties : 
to pre ent is tral a nuſtake it is here remarked, that man, of thoſe, 
who Iuuribel the prociametion, were vet ſtremuges gppoicrs d 
Wood's reject. I lus diſtinction is yet more expheit in the letter 
to lord Middleton, which was written ſcon after the fourth letter, 
and intended tobe the fifth, though for ſome reaſons deferred. — 
See the letter to Lord Middleton and the nol prevxed, Hates. 
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ſatisfaction, that I obſerved ſome rigbt honounrable names 


very amicably joined with my own at the bottom of a 


firang declaration agaiuſt him and his coin. But if the 
admiſſion of it among us be already determined, the vor- 


thy perſon, who is to betray me, ought in prudence to do 


it with al! convenient ſpecd; or elſe it may be diflicult 
to find three hundred pounds fer /ing for the diſcharge of 
his Zire, when the public hill have loft five hundred 
thouſand, if there be fo much in the nation; beſides 
four-fifths of its annual income for ever. on 
I am told by lawyers, that in quarrels between man 
and man it is of much weight, which of them gave the 
fi: it provocation, or firuck the firſt blow. It is maniteſt 
that Mr. Wood hath done both: and therefore I ſhould 
humbly propoſe to have him firſt haxged, and his drojs 
thrown into the ſea : after which the drapzer will be ready 
to ſtand his trial. It muſt needs be that offences come, but 
1 unto him by when the fi nce cometh. If Mr Wood 
had held his hand, every body elic would have held their 
tingues : and then there would have been little need of 
pamphlets, juries, or proclumations upon this occaſion. 
The provocation mult needs have been very great, which 


could ſtir up an obſcure, indolen: dati to become an 


authir. One would almoft think, the very ffenes in the 


ſtreet would % up in tuch a cauſe: and J am no: ſure 


they will not 4% % again Mr. Wogd, if ever he comes 
within their reach. It is a known Hor, of the dumb 
boy, whoſe tongue forced a paſſage for tpeech by the 
horror of ſeeing a dagger at his twher's throat. This 
may leff2n the wonder, that u tradeſman hid in privacy 
and ſilence ſhouid cry ont, when the life and geing of his 
political mather ave attempt: eg belore his face, ad >; fo 


But in the mean time Mr Wond the 2 /froyer of a king- 


dom walks about in triumph; (urlets it be true, that he 


is in jayl for debt) while he, why endeavourcd to A ert 
the liberty of bis ciutry is forced to Hide his head tur oc. 
calenaily dealing in a matter of controverſy. However, 
ain rot the firü, „nue heath been condeir ned to death 
I'r gaming a great vidtory over a powerful enemy, by | 
ditoocying for once the ttrict orders of military diſei- 

pline. 3 


[ am 
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I am now reſolved to follow (aftcr the uſual proceed. 


ing of mankind, becauſe it is too late) the advice given - 


me by a certain denn. He ſhewed the miſtake I was 
in, of truſting :o the general good will of the people; 
that I had ſucceeded hitherto better than could be ex- 
pected; but that ſome unfortunate circumſtantial lapſe 
would probably bring me within the reach of purer : 
that my good intentions would be no —_ againſt 
ſe, who watched motion of in the bitte 
yr ſoul. He * an as of a perſon => 
nocent, as diſintereſted, and as well meaning as myſelf ; 


who had written f a very ſeaſonable and inoffenſive trea- 


tiſe, exhorting the people of this kingdom to wear their 


own manufactures ; for vhich however the printer was 


proſecuted with the utmoſt virulence ; the jury ſent back 


wine times ; and the man given up to the merey of the 


court. The dens further obſerved, that I was in a man- 


ner left alone to ftand the battle; while others who had 


ten thouſand times better talents than 2 drapier, were fo 
prudent as to lie ſtill; and perhaps thought it no un- 
pleaſant amuſement to look on with ſafety, while ano- 
ther was giving them dverfion at the hazard of his liver. 
ty and fortune; and thought they made a ſufficient re- 
compence by a liitle applauſe ; wacreupon he conc!u- 
ed with a fhor: try of a Jew at Madrid; who being 
condemned to the fire on acc unt of his religion, a 
crowd of (cho2]-boys following him to the ſtake, and ap- 
prehending they my he loſe their /port if he fl. ald h. p- 

to recant, would cftzn cup Jin on the back, and cry, 
Sta firme Moyje (Mics continue fredtujt.) 

E allow this gentleman's advice to have been ver: gocd, 
and his obſervations juſt; and in one reip{& my conditi- 
on is worle then that of the IW: for xo recartation will 
fave me. However, it ſnoula frem by ſeme {ite precced- 
ings, that my late is not altogether Nd dog This I 
_ can impute to nothing but the fteadineis of toy u 


ve long cntertained ; that, as philutoplers tay, glue 
: f 1. 


e The author is ſuppoſed to mean bimſelf. 
+ The author means himſelf again; in the 4if. cure advifing 
the people of Ireland to wear their own mM nuacturce, 


and juries; which hath confirmed in me an opiniva l > 


. 


i: ſeated in the nidili ; ſo in another ſenſe, the little vir- 
tue left in the world is chiefly to be found among the 


_ middle rank of mankind, who are neither allured out of 


her paths by ambition, nor driven by poverty. 

= he freclamation —5 by 44 laſt letter, 
and a due preparation for proceeding againſt me in a court 
of lice, then have been two — papers clande- 
finely ſpread about; whereof no man is able to trace the 
original, further than by canjecture; which, with its uſu- 
al charity, lays them to my account. The former is en- 
titled, ſeafonable advice, and appears to have been intend- 
ed for intormation of the grand-jury, upon the ſuppoſiti- 
on of a bill to be prepared againſt that letter. The 


| other is an extract from a printed book of parliamentary 
proceedings, in the year 1680; containing an angry re- 


ſolution ot the houſe of commons in England againſt 4%. 
fuboing grand juries. As to the former, your Jordſhip 
will und it to be the work of a mare artful hand, than 


that of a common drapier. It hath been cenſured for en- 


deavouring tc influence the minds of a jury, which oagi: 


to be wholly free and unbiafled ; and for that reaſon it 


is manifeſt, that no judge was ever known, eicher pen or 
of the bench, either dy hiz/elf or his dependents, to uſe 


_ the boft inſiuuatian, that might pothbly affect the paſſions 


or intereſts of any one ſingle juryman, much leſs of a 


Whale jury; whercot every man muſt be convinced, who 


will juſt give himſelf the trouble to dip into the com- 
mon printed trials: fo that it is amazing to think, what 


a number of zpright-jzdges th-re have been in both king- 


doms for above /ixty years paſt ; which, conſidering how 
long they held their offices during pleaſure, as they ſtill do 
among us, f I account next to a miracle. 

As to the other paper, I muſt confeis it is a ſharp cen- 
ſore from an Engliſh houſe of commons againſt difotving 


 Erand- juries by any judge before the end of the term, 


zes, or ſeſſions, while matters are under their conſide- 
ration and not preſented, as arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive 
Vol. III. e — 


+ Perhaps this may acccunt for Whitſhed's conduct. See the 
notes prefixed to the propeſal for the ſcle uſe of Iriſh mana fuctuges, 
= :upcradded to the ſeaſenable advice te the grand jury, both in this 
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to public juſtice, a manifeſt violation of his oath, and a 
a means to ſubvert the fundamental Jaws of the king. 
dom | 


in what he aimed at. For whatever dependence there 
may be of Ireland upon England, I hope he would not 
infinuate, that the proceedings of a lord chic juſtice in 
Ireland, muſt depend upon a reſolution of an Engliſh houſe 
of commons. Beſides that reſolution, although it were 
levelled 
| liam Scroggs, yet the occaſion was directly contrary, 
For Scroggs diſſalved the grand. jury of London for fear 
ey ſhould preſent ; but ours in Dublin was d:/olved, be- 
cauſe they would nat preſent ; which wonderfully alter; 


the caſe. And therefare a ſecond grand jar e 4 
pleaſed the while 


defect by making a preſentment | that 
kingdom. However, I think it is agreed 
that bo:h the one and the other jury 


by all 


honour, while there ſhall be any regard left among us 
I am confident, your lordſhip will be of my ſentiments 


in one thing; that ſome ſhort, plain, authentic tract, 
might be publiſhed for the information both of petty and 
end-juries, how far their power reacheth, and where it 


is limited; and that a printed copy of ſuch a treatiſe 
might be depoſited in every court to be conſulted by the 


ju ymen, before they conſider of their verdict ; by which 


abundance of mconveniences would be avoided, where- 


of innumerable inſtances might be produced from former 


times; becauſe I will ſay nothing 
I have read ſomewhere of an 
eto death for an iniquitous ſentence ; and ordered 

his Hide to be fluffed inte a cuſbion, and placed upon the tri- 
bunal for the ſon to ſit on, who was preferred to his fa- 
ther's oſũuce | fancy, ſuch a memorial might not have 
been unuſt ful to a ſon of Sir William Scroggs, and that 
both he and his ſucceſſors would often wrigg/c in their 
| ſeats, as long as the cuſbion laſted: I wiſh the * 


of the preſent. 


2 See te preſentment immediately preceding this letter. 


w 
__— 


| However, the publiſher ſeems to have been miſtaken | 


azainſt a particular lord chief. juſtice, Sir Wil. 


= TASLFLET SEEDS 


parties, 
behaved themſelves 
in ſuch a manner, as ought to be remembered to their 


ern king, who puta 


L 


ed as libels, he would order the offenh 
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had told us what number of ſuch cſbions there might be 
in that country. ; X 

I cannot but obſerve to your lordſhip, how nice and 
2 point i: is grown, for a private perſon to in- 


form the people, even 1n an affair, where the public in- 
tereſt and ſafety are fo highly concerned, as that of Mr. 
Wood ; and this in a country, where loyalty is woven in- 
to the very hearts of the people, ſeems a little extraordi- 
nary. dir Wiliiam Scroggs was the firſt, who introdu- 


|  ced that commendable acutenejs into the courts of judicature ; 
but how far this practice hath been imitated by his ſuc- 
ceſſors or ffrained upon occaſion, is out of my knowlege. 


When pamphlets anpleaſing to the miniſtry were preſent- 


ve paragraphs to 
be read before him; and faid it was ſtrange, that the 


judges and lawyers of the king's-bench ſhould be duller 


than all the people of England : and he was often fo ve- 
ry happy in applying the initial letters of names, and 
expounding dubious hints, (the two common expedients 


X among writers of that claſs for eſcaping the law) that he 


diſcovered much are than ever the authors intended; as 


many of them, or their printers, found to their colt. If 
| ſuch methods are to be followed in examining what I 
have already written, or may write hereafter, upon the 
ſubject of Mr. Wood, I defy any man of fifty times my 


underſtanding and caution to avoid being entrapped ; 


* unleſs he will be content to write what none will read, 
by repeating over the old a 


1 ents and computations, 
whercof the world is already grown weary. So that my 
good friend Harding lies under this dilemma; either to 


let my learned works hang for ever drying upon his lines; 
or venture to publiſh them at the hazard of being laid 


I need not tell your lordſhip where the difficulty lies: 
it is true, that the king and the laws permit us to refuſe 
this coin of Mr. Wood; but at the ſame time it is equal- 
ly true, that the king and the laws permit us to receive 
it. Now, it is barely poſſiole, that the miniſters in Eng- 
land may not ſuppoſe the conſequence of uttering that 
among us to be ſo ruinous as we apprehend ; be- 
cauſe perhaps, if they underſtood it in that light, they 
would in common humanity uſe their credit with his ma- 
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jeſty for ſaving 4 al kingdom from deſfruficn. But 
22 . rand quan” > pg oh, 
coin will not be /o very pernicious to us, we lie under 


the diſadvantage of being cenſured as obſtinate in not 


complying with 2 4 patent. Therefore nothing re- 
mains but to make uſe of that liberty, which the ling and 
the /aws have left us, by continuing to refuſe this coin; 
and by frequent remembrances to keep up that ſpirit 
raiſed againſt it, which otherwiſe may be apt to flag, and 
perhaps in time to fink altogether. For, any public or- 


is not reaſonably to be expected in this kingdom wich- 


out directions from England;; which I think no body 


preſumes, or is ſo ſanguine to hope. | 
But to confeſs the truth, my lord, I begin to grow 


_ weary of my office as a writer; and could heartily wiſh 
it were devolved upon my brethren, the makers of ſong; 
and ballads, who perhaps are the be ſt qualified at preient 


to gather up the gleanings of this controverſy. As to 
myſelf, it hath been my misfortune to begin, and pur- 
ſue it upon a wrong foundation. For, having detected 


the frauds and falſhoods of this vile impoſtor Wood in 
_ every part, | fooliſhly diſdained to have recourſe to whin- 
ing, lamenting, and crying for mercy ; but rather choſe to 


appeal to latu and liberty, and the common rights of man- 
king, without conſidering the climate I was in. 
Since your laſt reſidence in Ireland, I frequently have 


taken my nag to ride #bout your grounds; wheie I fan- 
_ cied myſelt to feel an air of freedom breathing round me; 


and I am glad the low condition of a tradeſman did not 
qualify me to wait on you at your houſe ; for then, I am 
afraid, my writings would not have eſcaped ſererer cen- 


ſures. But I have lately fold my nag, and honeſtly told 


his greateſt fault, which was that cf ſnuffing up the air 
about Brackdenſtown ; whereby ke became ſuch alover 
of liberty, that I could ſcarce hold him in. I have like- 
wiſe buried at the bottom of a ſtrong cheſt your lordſhip's 
writings under a heap of others, that treat of Aber: 
and ſpread over a layer or two of Hobbs, Filmer, Bodin, 
and many more authors of that ſtamp, to be readieſt at 
band, whenever I ſhall be diſpoſed to take up a new ſet 
of p inciples in government. In the mean time I deſign 

quiet) 


der againſt receiving or uttering Mr. Wood's half-pence 
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quietly to look to my ſhop, and keep as far out of your 


lordſhip's influence as poſſible : and if you ever ſee any 
more of my writings on this ſubject, I promiſe you ſhall. 
find them as innocent, as inſipid, and without a ſting, as 
what I have now offered you. Bur, if your lordihip 
will pleaſe to give me æn ealy leaſe of ſome part of your 


eſtate in Yorkſhire, thither will I carry my cheſt : and 


turning it upſide down, reſume my political reading 


where I leſt off; feed on plain homely fare, and live and 


die a free honeſt Engliſh farmer; but not without re- 


gret for leaving my countrymen under the dread of the 


brazen talons of Mr. Wood: my moſt loyal and inno- 


cent countrymen ; to whom I owe ſo much for their 
| wg of me, and my poor endeavours to ſerve. 
I am, with the greateſt reſpect, 5 


My Lore, 
your lerdſeiy”: 1 


From my ſhop in M. B. 
St. Francis-ſtreet, 5 


Dec. 14, 1724. 
Theſe papers ( fir the fixth and ſeventh letters were not 


inpriſonment, agarnſt all the influence 0 — — 

Dr 

: ey Was a ö 7 ? 7 | 
Flayeũ in every fircet; Wood was c — — 

Lis haif-pence cvere totally ſuppr 5 


bis patent, and 
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A LETTER to the Lord Chancellor Mi- 


DLETON., * 


Written in the year 1724. 


[BY maay paſſages in the following letter, and by the date OR, 
43 it appears to have been written ſoon after the proclamaticn 
againſt the drapier for his fourth letter, and before the jury had 
thrown out the bill of indiAtment. At this crifis perhaps the dean 
did not chuſe to reſume a character which was become obnoxious, 
and therefore wrote in his own: the original was ſigned with his 
name, though it appeared to have been obliterated by another hand: 
for ſome reaſon the publication of it was delayed, and it was firſt 
printed in an edition of the dean's works publiſhed at Dublin in 
1735. This however is not the only reaſon why it is place after 
the lifth letter; for the fifth letter appears to have been ſubſtituted 
in its ſtead, and not intended to follow it. The fourth letter, both 

in this and in the fifth is called the /aſt, which could not have hap- 

pened if both had been parts of the ſame ſeries. e 


The reader will now eafity account for thoſe paſſages in the fixth, 


| hich the proſecution againſt Hardi to be depending, 
ee 


My Los, 


FT Defire you will conſider me as a member who come: 

in at the latter end of a debate; or as a lawyer, who 
ſpeaks to a cauſe, when the matter hath been almoſt ex- 
| hauſted by thoſe who ſpoke before. 


I I remember ſome months ago I was at your houſe up- 


on a commithon, where I am one of the governors ; but 
I went thicher not ſo much on account of the commiſſion, 
as to aſlc you ſome queſtions concerning Mr. Wood's pa- 
tent to coin half-pence for Ireland; where you very ay 


ad He figne. HE proclamation acain{ the Drapier, Harte). 


| 


| 


Id. 


Preaching 
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told me in a mixt company, how much you had been 
1 that wicked project; which raiſed in 
me an eſteem for you ſo far, that 2 

viſit after many years intermiſhon. I am 


% 


| likewiſe told, that your fon wrote two letters from Lon- 


don (one of which I have ſeen) empowering thoſe, to 
whom they were directed, to aſſure his friends, that 
whereas there was a malicious report ſpread of his en- 
gaging himſelf to Mr. Walpole for forty thouſand pounds 
of Wood's coin to be received in ireland, the faid report 
was falſe and groundleſs: and he had never diſcourſed 
with that miniſter on this ſubject, nor would ever give 


| his conſent to have one farthing of the ſaid coin current 
| here, And al 


h it be long fince I have given my- 
ſelf the trouble of converſing with people of titles or 
ſtations ; yet I have been told by thoſe, who can take up 
with ſuch amuſements, that there is not a conſiderable 

erſon of the kingdom ſcrupulous in any fort to declare 

is opinion. But all this is needleſs to alledge, when we 
conſider, that the ruinous conſequences of Wood's patent 
have been ſo ſtrongly repreſented by both houſes of par- 
liament ; by the privy-council ; the lord mayor and al- 


dermen of Dublin; by ſo many corporations; and the 


concurrence of the principal gentlemen in moſt counties 


it their quarter-ſcſſions, without any regard to party, re- 


ligion, or nation. | 

I conclude from hence, that the of theſe half- 
pence would in the univerſa: opinion of our people be 
utterly deſtructive to this kingdom; and conſequently 
that it is every man's duty not only to refuſe this coin 
himſelf, but, as far as in him lies, to perſuade others to 
do the like: and whether this be done in private or in 
print, is all a caſe ; as no layman is forbidden to write, 
or to diſcourſe upon religious or moral ſubjects, although 
he may nat do it ina pulpit (at leaſt in our church.) Nei- 
ther is this an affair of ſtate, until authority ſhail think 


fit to deelare it ſo: or if you ſhould unde rſtand ĩt in that 


ſenſe, vet you will pleaſe to conſider, that I am not now 


- There- 


F Lord Middleton, though he figned the proclamation againſt the 
— was yet an enemy to Woud's project, as appears by ſeveral 
pallages in this letter. Husuleſ. | 
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Therefore I do think it my duty, fince the drapier will 
probably be no more heard of, fo tar to ſupply his place, 
as not to incur his fortune: for I have learnt from old 
experience, that there are times wherein a man ought to 
be cautious as well as innocent. I therefore hope, that 
preſerving both thoſe charaQers, I may be allowed by 
offering new arguments, or enforcing old ones to refreſh, 
the memory of my fellow- ſubjects, and keep up 
good ſpirit raiſed among them to preſerve themſelves 
trom utter ruin by lawful means, and ſuch as are per- 
mitted by his majeſty. 
I believe you will pleaſe to allow me two propoſitions: 
firſt, that we are a moſt loyal people ; and ſecondly, that 
we are a free people, in the common acceptation of that 
word, applied to a ſubject under a limited monarch. I 
know very well, that you and I did many years ago in 
diſcourſe differ much in the preience of lord Wharton 
about the meaning of that word liberty with relation to 
Ireland. But if you will not allow us to be a free peo- 
ple; there is only another appellation left, which Idoube, 
my lord chief juſtice Whitſhed would cali me to account 
for if I venture to beſtow: for I oblerved (and I ſhall 
never forget upon what occaſion) the device upon his 
coach to be libertas et natale ſolum, at the very point of 


time when he was fitting in his court, and perjuring 


himſclf to betray both. ® | 
Now, as for our loyalty to his preſent mzjeſty ; if it 
hath ever been equalled in any other part of his domint- 
ons, I am ſure it hath never been exceeded: and I am 
confident he hath not a miaiſter in England, who could 
ever call it once in queſtion ; but that ſome hard rumours 
at leaſt have been tranſmitted from Yather fide the water, 
[ iuppole you will not doubt: and rumours of the ſeve- 
reſt kind; which many good people have imputed to the 
indirect proceeding of Mr. Wood and his emiſfaries: as 
if he endeavoured it ſhould be thought, that our loyalty 
depended upon the teſt of refuſing or taking his copper. 
Now, as I am ſure you will admit us to be loyal peo- 
ple; ſo you will think it pardonable in us to hope for all 
proper marks of favour and protection from ſo gracious a 


® See the addre,3 ic beth beuſes of parliament, by M. B. drapier. 
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| fortunate in the manner of expreiling himſelf. 
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to charge bim with || « prracraghs kighly 
majeſty and his miniſters ; tending 
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promote 
« ſeditios among the — Ld confeſs, that 
with many others | thought he meant well; although he 
might have the failing of better writers, to be not always | 


However, fince the drapier is but one man, I ſhall 
think I do a public fervice by aſſerting, that the reſt of 
my countrymen are wholly free from learning out of his 
pamphlets to reflect on the king or his miniſters, and to 


| breed ſedition. 


| ſolemnly declare, that I never once heard the leaſt | 
reflection caſt upon the king on the ſubject of Mr. Wood's 


coin: for in many diſcourſes on this matter, I do not re- 


member his majelty's name to be ſo much as mentioned. 
As to the miniſtry in England, the only two 
hinted at were the duke of Graſton and Mr. Walpole : 


the former, as I have heard you and a hundred others 


ati m, ceclaied, that he never ſaw the in favour © 
cf Mr. Wood, beſore it was paſſed, although he was then 


lord lieucenant : and therefore ] ſuppoſe every N be- 
 heves, that his grace harh been wholl 


* in 
id ever | 
Mr. Walpole was indeed ſuppoſed to be underſtood 
by the letter W. in ſeveral news papers; where it is faid 
that {me exprethons fell from him not very favourable 
to the people of Ireland; fur the truth of which the 


| kingdom: is not to anſwer, any more than for the dif- 


eren of the publiſhers. You obſerve, the draprer 
wholly clears Mr, way of this — by very ſtrong 


5 argu- 


Ia the drapicr's 4th . 


niſter either in mixed or 


- 


16 TO LORD MIDDLETON. 
arguments; and ſpeaks of him with civility. I cannot 
deny myſelt to Sax been often preſent, where the com. 
y gave their opinion that Mr. Walpole favoured Mr. 
ood”s projects, which I always contradicted ; and for 
my own part never once opened my lips againſt that mi. 
| particular meetings : and my rea- 
ſon for this reſervedneſs was; becauſe it pleaſed him in 
the gueen's time, (I mean queen Anne of ever bleſſed me. 
mory) to make a ipeech directly againſt me by name in 
the houſe of commons, as I was told a very few minutes 
after in the court of requeſts by more than fitty members, 

But you, who are in a great ſtation here, (if any thing 
here may be called great) cannot be ignorant, that who. 


ever is underitood by public voice to be chief miniſter, 


will among the general talkers ſhare the blame, whether 
juſtly or no, of every thing that is diſliked ; which [ 
could eafily make appear in many inftances from 


_ own knowledge, while I was in the world ; and . 


cularly in the caſe of the greateſt, the wiſeſt, and the 
moſt uncorrupt miniſter Jever converſed with. | 

Zut, whatever unpleaſing opinion ſome people might 
conceive of Mr. Walpole on account of thoſe half. pence, 
I dare boldly affirm it was entirely owing to Mr. Wood. 
Many perſons of credit come from England have affirmed 
to me and others, that they have ſeen letters under his 


| hand full of arrogance and infelence towards Ireland, and 


boalting of his favour with Mr. Walpole ; which is high- 


ly probable ; becauſe he reaſonably thought it for his 


intereſt to {| 


man's name perpetually in their mouths. 

Thus I have ſufficiently juſtified the people of Ireland, 
from learning any bad leſſon out of the drapier's pam- 
phlets with regard to his majeſty and his minifters : an? 
therefore, if thoſe papers were intended to ſow ſedition 


among us, God be thanked the ſeeds have fallen upon a 


very 1mprep:r fail. 
As to alienating the affections of the people of England, 
and Ireland from each other; I believe the grapier, 


whatever 


1 Suppoſed to be the Lird Treaſurer Oxford, 


ſpread ſuch a report, and becauſe it is the 
known talent of low and little ſpirits, to have a great 


rn 
whatever his intentions were, hath left that matter juſt as 


he found it. 


I have lived long in both kingdoms, as well in county 
2s in town; and therefore take myſelf to be as well in- 
formed as moſt men in the diſpoſitions of each people to- 
wards the other. By the people I underſtand here, on- 
ly the bulk of the common people; and I defire no 
lawyer may diſtort or extend my meaning. 

There is a vein. of induitry and parſim ny, that runs 
through the whole people of England, which added to 
tue eaſineſs of their rents makes them rich and ſturdy. As 


to Ireland, they know little more of it than they do of 


Mexico; farther than that it is a country ſubject to the 


king of England, full of boggs, inhabited by wild Iriſh 


pazifts, who are kept in awe by mercenary troops ſent 


trom ther:ce: and their general opinion is, that it were 
better for England if this whole iſland were ſunk into the 


ſea: for they have a tradition, that every forty years 
there muſt be a rebellion-in Ireland. I have ſeen the 


| groſſeſt ſuppoſitions pais upon them; that the aui Iriſh 


were taken in toyls; but that in ſome time they would 
grow ſo tame, as to eat out of our hands: I have been 
zked by hundreds, and particularly by my neighbours 


pour tenants at Pepper-hara, whether I had come from 


Lreland by ſea : and upon the arrival of an Iriſh man to 


a country town, I have known crouds coming about him 


and wondering to {ce him look fo much better than them- 
felves. 3 5 

A gentleman now in Dublin affirms, that paſſing ſome 
months ago through Northampton, and finding the whole 
town in a hurry, with bells, bunfires, and illuminations; 
upon aſking the cauſe, he was told, it was for joy, that 
Lie Iriſh had ſubmitted to receive Wood's halt. pence. 
This, I think, plainly ſhews what ſentiments that large 
town hath of us; and how little they made it their own 


caſe: although they lie directly in our way to London, 


and therefore cannot but be frequently convinced that 
we have human thapes. 

As to the people of this kingdom, they conſiſt either 
ot Iriſh pa; ;/ts, who are as nconſiderable in point of 


pawer, as the women andi children; or of Englith pro- 
teflants, wav love their brethren of that kingdom, al- 


though 
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is 3 how their 


peronal ations land to each other, while the ſea di- 


vides them, and while they continue in their loyalty to 
the ſame prince. And yet I will appeal to you, whether 
thofe from England have reaſon to complain, when they 
come hither in purſuit of their fortunes ? or, whether the 
| | kr lege have reaſon to boaſt, when they go to 
upon the lame deſign ? | 


free people: this, I ſuppoſe, you will allow, at leaſt with 
certain limitations remaining in your own breaſt. How. 
_ ever, I am ſure it is not criminal to affirm ; becauſe the 


words /iberty and property, as applied to the ſubject, are 


often mentioned in both houſes of parliament, as well as 
in yours and other courts below ; from whence it muſt 
follow that the people of Ireland do, or ought to enjoy all 


the denefizs of the commen wad rer law ; fuch as to 


be tried by juries, to pay no money without their own 


conſent as repreſented in parliament, and the like. If ; 
_ this be fo, and if it be univerſally agreed, that a free peo- 
ple cannot by law be compelled to take any money in 


payment, except gold and ſilver; I do not ſee why any 


man ſhould be hindered from cautioning his countrymen | 
js 2 William Wood ; who is endeavour- 
ing by fraud to rob us of that property, which the laws 


dos ſecured. If I am miſtaken, and this copper can be 


obtruded on us, I would put the drapicr's cafe in another 


light by ſfuppoling, that a perſon going into his ſhop 
ſhould agree for thirty ſhillings worth of goods, and force 
the ſeller to take his pay ment in a parcel of copper-pieces 
intrinſically not worth above a crown: I deſire to know 
whether the drapier would not be actually robbed of five 
and twenty ſhillings; and how far he could be ſaid tobe 
maſter of his property? The fame queſtion may be ap- 
plied to rents and debts on bond or mortgage, and to 
all kind of cc:mmcrce whatſoever. 

Give me lcave to do what the drapier hath done more 
4 once before me; which is, to relate the naked fact, 
as it ſtands in view of the world. 


One William Wood, Eſq; and hard ware-man, obtains | 


by 


y fecond propotition was, that we of Ireland are a 
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 ſentatives, do openly and heartily declare, that they will 


nerally offer two reaſons; firſt, becauſe by the words of 
the- patent they are left to their own choice ; and ſecond-. 
ly, becauſe they are not obliged by law : fo that ſee 


| there is bellum atgue virum, a kingdom on one and 


William Wood on the other. And if Mr. Wood gets 
the victory at the expence of Ireland's ruin, and the pro- 
fit of one or two hundred thouſand pounds (I mean by 


continuing, and counterfeiting as long as he lives) for 


himſelf ; I doubt, _ and future ages will at 
leaſt think it a very ſingular ſcheme. 

If this fact be truly ſtated, I muſt confeſs, I look upon 
it as my duty, io far as God hath enabled me, and as 
long as I keep within the bounds of truth, of duty, and 
of decency, to warn my fellow-ſubjects as they value 
their king, their country, and all that ought or can be 
dear to them, never to admit this pernicious coin; no not 

fo much as one ſingle half-penny. For if one fingle thief 


forces the door, it is in vain to talk of keeping out the 


whole crew behind. | | : 
And while I ſhall be thus employed, I will never give 
myſelf leave to ſuppoſe that what I ſay can either offend 

my + lord lieutenani, whoſe perſons and great qualities I 


| have always highly reſpected (as | am ſure his excellency 
will be my witneſs) or the miniſters in England, with 


whom I have nothing to do, or they with me; much leſs 
the privy- council here; who, as I am informed, did ſend 


an addrels to his majeſty againſt Mr. Wood's coin; which 


if it be a miſtake, I defire I may not be accuſed for a 
ſpreader of falſe news, but I confeſs, I am fo great a 
ſtranger to affairs, that, for any thing I know, the whole 
body of the council may ſince have been changed: and 


although I obſerved ſome of the very fame names in a 


late declaration againſt that coin, waich 1 faw ſubſcribed 
ts the proclamation againit the drafier, yet poſſibly they 
OTE ONO may 
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may be different perſons: for they are utterly unknown 
to me, and are like to continue fo. 
In this controverſy, where the reaſoners on each fide 
are divided by St. George's channel, his majeſty's pre- 
_ rogative perhaps would not have been mentioned, if Mr. 
Wood and his advocates had not made it neceſſary by 
giving out, that the —_ wk _ ſhould be entore. 
ed by a proclamation. aders common people 
of — kingdom were heartily willing to reſuſe this coin; 
but the fear of a proclamation brought along with it mot 
dreadful apprehenſions. It was therefore acſolutely ne- 
_ ceſlary for the arapier to remove this dithcuity ; and ac- 


cordingly in one ot his former pamphlets he produced in- 
 vincible arguments, -(whercver he picked th:m up) that 


the king's prerogative was not at all concerned in the mat- 
ter; fince the law had ſufficiently provided againſt any 
coin to be impoſed on the ſubject, except gold and fil- 
ver; and that copper is not money, but, as it hath been 
properly called æammorum famulus. 5 


The three former letters from the drapier having not 


received any public cenſure, | look upon them to be with- 
out exception; and that the good people ot the kingdom 


_ ought to read them often in order to keep up that ipirit 


raiſed againſt this deſtructive coin of Mr. Wood: as for 
this laſt letter, againſt which a proclamation is iſſued ; I 
ſhall only fav, that I could wiſh it were ſtripped of all 
that can be any way exceptionable ; which 1 would nat 
think it below me to undertake, it my abilities were 
equal: but being naturally ſomewhat ſlow of comprehen- 


fion, no lawyer, and apt ta believe the beſt of thoſe, who 


profeſs good deligns, without any viſidle motive either cf 


profit or honour ; I might fore tor ever, without diſtin- 


uiſhing the cockle from the corn. 


That which I am told gives the greateſt offence in this. 


lall let er F is, where the drapier affirms, that if a rebel- 


lion ſhould prove fo ſucceistul, as ro hx the pretender on 
the throne of England, he would venture ſo tar to tranſ- 


greſs the Iriſh ſtatute, which unites Ireland to England 
under one king, as to loſe every drop of his blood to nin- 
der him from being king of Ireland. | 

| I (hall 
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= he would tranſgreſs a ſtatute; and a ſtatute of 
. ; but with the moſt humble ſubmiſſion 


1 pardon for a very innocent ni ſtake, | ſhould 


be apt to think, that the loyal intention of the writer 


might be at leaſt ſome ſmall extenuation of his crime : for, 


in this J conſeſs myſelf to think with the draprer. 
I have not been hitherto told of any other objections 
againſt that pamphlet; but I ſuppoſe, they will all appear 


at the proſecution of the drapier. And | think, who- 


ever in his own conſcience believes the ſaid pamphlet to 


be wicked and malicious, ſeditious and ſcandalous, high- 


ly reflefting upon his majeſty and his miniſters, etc. would 
do well to diſcover the author, (as lictle a friend as I am 
to the trade of informers) although the reward of 3004. 


had not been tacked to the diſcovery. I own, it would 


be a great ſatisfaction to me tu hear the arguments not 
only of judges, but of lawyers upon this caſe. Becauſe 
you cannot but know, there ofren happen 1 


wherein it would be very convenient, that the bulk of the 


people ſhould be informed how they ought to conduct 


themſelves; and therefore it hath been the wiſdom of 
che Engliſh parliaments to be very reſerved in limiting the 
_ preſs. When a bill is debating in either houſe of parlia- 


ment there, nothing 1s more uſual, than ro have the con- 


troverſy handled by pamphlets on both ſides, without the 


leaſt animadverſion upon the authors. 5 
So here ip the caſe of Mr. Wood and his coin ; ſince 


| the two houſes gave their opinion by addreſſes, how dan- 
gerous the currency of that copper would be to Ireland, 


it was without all queſtion both lawful and convenient, 
that the bulk of the people ſhould be let more particular- 


lzy into the nature of the danger they were in, and of the 
_ remedies that were in their own power, if they would 


have the f nſe to apply them; and this cannot be more 

convenienily done, than by particular perſons, to whom 

God hoth given zcal and underf.aading ſutfcient for ſuch 
an undertaking. Thus it happened in the caſe of that 

deſtructive project for a bank in Ireland, which was 

brought into parliament a few years ago; and it was al- 

lowed, that the argumen and writings of ſome without 

doors contributed very much to reject it. 

2 Now, 
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Now, I ſhould be heartily glad, if ſome able lawyers 
would preſcribe the limits, how far a private man may 
venture in delivering his thoughts upon public matters; 
becauſe a true lover of his country may think it hard to 
be a quiet ſtander-by, and an indolent looker-on, while 


ruined. Every man who enjoys property, hath { 
ſhare in the public; and therefore the care of the public 
is in ſome degree every ſuch man's concern. 


To come to particulars; I could wiſh to know, whe. 


ther it be utterly unlawful in any writer fo much as to 


mention the prerogative ; at leaſt ſo far as to bring it in- 


to doubt upon any point whatſoever : I know it is often 
debated in Weſtminſter-hall ; and Sir Edward Coke, as 


| well as other eminent lawyers, do frequently handle that 


ſabje& in their books. | 


Secondly, how far the prerogative extends to force 


coin upon the ſubject, which is not ſterling; ſuch as lead, 
braſs, copper, mixt metal, ſhells, leather, or any other 


material; and fix upon it whatever denomination the 


crown ſhall think fit ? 


Fhirdly, what is really and truly meant by that phraſe 
| and 


of a depending kingdom, as applied to Ireland, 
wherein that dependency confiſteth ? 


the people of Ireland differ, or at lealt ought to po 4 | 


from thoſe of England. 

If theſe particulars were made ſo clear, that none could 
miſtake them, it would be of infinite caſe and uſe to the 
kingdom; and either prevent or filence all diſcontents. 


My lord Sommers, the greateſt man | ever knew of 


your robe, and whoſe thoughts of Ircland differed, as far 
as heaven and earth, from thoſe of tome others among 
his brechren here, lamented to me, that he prerogative 


of the crown or the privileges of parliament ſhould ever. 


be liable to diſpute in any ſingle branch of either; by 
which means, he ſaid, the public often ſuffered great in- 


conveniences, whereof he gave me ſeveral initances. I 


produce the authority of ſo eminent a perſon to juſtify 

my defires, that ſome high points might be cleared. 
For want of ſuch known aſcertain:nent how far a writ- 

er may proceed in expreſſing his good wiſhes for his coun- 


in- 
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it my duty, preach to the people 


thoſe of a meffenger. 
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, 2 perſon of the molt innocent intentions may poſſi- 
bly by the oratory and comments of lawyers be charged 


_ with manycrimes, which from his very foul he abhors ; 


and conſequentiy may be ruined in his fortunes, and left 
to rot among thieves in ſome ſtinking jail, merely for 
miſtaking the purlicus of the law. I have known in my 


life-time a printer proſecuted and convicted for publiſh- 


ing a ] pamphlet, where the author's intentions, I am 
confident, were as good and innocent as thoſe of . a mar- 
tyr at his laſt prayers. I did very lately, as I thought 
under my inſpection 
upon the ſubject of Mr. Wood's coin ; and although I 
never neard that my ſermon gave the leaſt offence, as I 
am ſure none was intended, yet, if it were now printed 
and publiſhed, I cannot ſay, I would inſure it from the 
hands of the common hangman, or my own perſon from 
I have heard the late chief juſtice Holt affirm, that, in 
all criminal caſes, the moſt tavourable interpretation ſhould 
be put upon words, that they can pothbly bear. You 
meet the ſame Poon aſſerted in 2 trials for — 
greateſt crimes ; theugh often = by 
: 1 | * a 


_ perpetual corruption of judges. Ard 
trial in Kent, where Sir George Rook was indicted for 


calling a gemileman knave and villain, the lawyer for the 
defendant brougnt off his client by alledging, that the 
words were not injurious ; for knave in the old and true 
ſignification imported only a ſervant ; and villain in latin, 


is villicus, which is no more than a man employed in 


country labour, or rather a baily. | 
If Sir John Holt's opinion were a ſtandard maxim for 
all times and circumſtances, any writer with a very ſmall 
meature of diſcretion might eaſily be ſafe ; but I doubt 
in practice it hath been frequently controlled, at leaſt be- 
fore his time: for I take it to be an old rule in law. 
J have read, or heard, a paſſage of fignor Leti an 


— Tralian; who being in London, buſying himlelf with writ- | 


4 Suppoſed to be, A propoſal for the univerſal uſe of Iriſh manu» 
factures, written by the author, 
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ing the hiſtory of 
that he endeavoured as much as he could to avoid giving 
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offence, but found it a thing impoſſible, although he 


ſhould have been as wiſe as Solomon. The king anſwer- 


ed, that if this were the caſe, he had better employ his 


time in writing proverbs as Solomon did : but Leti lay 
under no public neceſſity of writing; neither would Eng. 
land have been one half-penny the be. ter or the worſe 
whether he writ or no. Ys 
This I mention, becauſe I know it will readily be ob. 
jected; what have private men to do with the public? 
what call had a drapier to turn politician, to meddle in 
matters of ſtate ? would not his time have been better 
employed in looking to his ſhop ; or his pen in writing 
proverbs, elegies, ballads, garlands, and wonders ? he 
would then have been out of all danger of proclamations, 
and proſecutions. Have we not able magiſtrates and 
counſellors hourly watching over the public-weal ? All 
this may be true: and yet when the addreſſes from both 
houſes of pariiament againſt Mr. Wood's half-pence fail- 


cd of ſucceſs, if ſome pen had not been employed to in 
form the people how far they might legally proceed in 
re fuſing that coin, to detect the fraud, the artifice, and 


inſolence of the coiner, and to lay open the moſt ruinous 
conſequences to the whole kingdom, which would inevi- 
tably follow from the currency of the ſaid coin, I might 
appeal to many hundred thouſand people, whether any 
one of them would ever have had the courage or ſagacity 
to refuſe it. | 5 

I tis copper ſhuld begin to make its way among the 
common ignorant people, we are inevitably undone. It 


is they who give us the greateit apprehenſion, being 


eaſily trighted, and greedy to (vwallow miſ-informations: 
for, if every man were wiie encugh to underſtand his own 
i tereſt, which is every man's principal fludy, there 
would be no need of pamphlet upon ti occaſion 

a chings tand, I hate thought it abſolutely neceſſary 
from my duty t) God, my king, and my country ; to in- 
fern the people, that the procla nation la:ely iflacd 
againſt the rug ier doth not in the leaſt affect the caiz of 
Mr. Wood and his coin; but only refers to certain para- 


graphs 
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man has the ſame derty to reje&t, to write, 

— þ are againſt this coin, which he had before : 

neither is any man obliged to believe, that thoſe honour- 
| (whereof you are the firſt) who ſigned that 

| memorable proclamation againſt the drapier, have at all 

changed their opinions with regard to Wood, or his 
coin. 


dcfign of Mr. Wood; at the ſame time carefully watch- 
ing every ſtroke of m my pens and venturing only to incur 
the public cenſure of the world as a writer, not of my 
lord chief juſtice Whitſhed as a criminal. Whenever an 
order ſhall come out by authority, forbidding all men up- 
on the higheſt penalties to offer any thing in —_ or. 
diſcourſe againſt Mr Wood's half-rence, F hal Fan | 
ſubmit. However, it that ſhould happen, I am — 
mined to be ſomewhat more than the laſt man in the king- 
dom to receive them; becauſe I will never receive them 
at all: for although I know how to be ſilent, I have not 
yet learned to pay aftive obedience againſt my conſcience, 
and the public ſafety. 
I deſire to put a cafe, which I think the drapier in 
ſome of kis books hath put before me ; although not ſo 
fully as it requires. | 
You know the copper balf-pence i in England are coin- 
ed by the public; and 2 iece worth pretty near the 
value of the copper. 1 that, inſtead of the 
public coinage, a patent _ been granted to ſome pri- 
vate, obſcure perſon, tor coining a proportionable quanti- 
ty of copper in that kingdom, to what Mr. Wood is pre- 
paring in this; and all of it at leaſt five times below the 
tatrinſic value: the current money of England is reckon- 
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ed to be twenty millions; and ours under ſive hundred 
thouſand pounds: by this computation, as Mr. Wood 
hath power to give us 108,000 pounds; ſo the patentee 
in England, by the ſame proportion might circulate four 
millions three hundred and twenty thou — 
ſides as much more by ſtealth and counterfeits. I de. 
fire to know from you, whether the parliament might not 
have addreſſed upon ſuch an occaſion; what ſucceſs they 
— would have had: and how many drapiert would 
riſen to peſter the world with pamphlets : yet that. 
kingdom would not be ſo a ſufferer as ours in the 
like caſe ; becauſe their would not be conveyed into 
foreign countries, but lie hid in the cheſts of cautious, 
thrifty men until better times. Then I defire for the ſa- 
tisfaftion of the public, that you will pleaſe to inform 
me, why this country is treated in fo very different a 
manner in a point of ſuch high importance ; whether it 
be on account of Poiningy' act; of ſubordination ; depen- 
dence; or any other term of art, which I ſhall not con- 
teſt, but am too dull to underſtand. | 
lam very ſenſible, that the good or ill ſucceſs of Mr. 
Wood will affect you leſs than any perſon of conſequence 
in the kingdom; becauſe I hear you are fo 
make all your purchaſes in England; and truly ſo would 


I, if I had money, although I were to pay a hundred 


* — becauſe I ſhould be glad to poſſeſs a free - 


which I did not give my own conſent: and where I ſhould 
never be in d af receiving my rents in mixt copper 
at the loſs of fixteen ſhillings in the pound. You can 
live in eaſe and plenty at Pepper-hara in Surry; and. 
therefore I thought it extremely generous and public ſpi- 
rited in you to be of the kingdom's fide in this diſpute, by 
ſhewing without reſerve your diſapprobation of Mr. 
Wood's deſign ; at leaſt if you have been ſo frank to 


_ . others as you are to me; which indeed I could not but 


wonder at, conſidering how much we differ in other 
points; and therefore I could get but few bclievers, when 
Fs, 77 
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prudent as to 


that could not be taken from me by any law, to 
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knou n in any other nation in fo ſhort a time: I ſpeak in 
general from the Jrapicr down to the maker of ballads; 
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I attempted to juſtify you in this article from your own 


I would humbly offer another thought, which I do 
not remember to have fallen under the drafier”s obſer- 
vation. If theſe half-pence ſhould once gain admittance, 
it is agreed, that in no long ſpace of time, what by the 
clandeſtine practices of the coiner, what by his own coun- 
terfeits, and thoſe of others either from abroad or at 
home, his limited quantity would be tripled upon us, un - 
til there would not be grain of gold or filver viſible in 
the nation. This in my opinion wou'd lay a heavy charge 
upon the crown by creating a neceſſity of tranſmitting 
money from England to pay the ſalaries at leaſt of the 
principal civil officers : for I do not conceive how a judge 
for inſtance) could ſupport his dignity with a thouſand 


* 


pounds a year in Wood's coin; which would not intrin- 


| fically be worth near two hundred. To argue that theſe 


half-pence, if no other coin were current, would anſwer 
the general ends of commerce among ourſelves, is a great 
miltake, and the drapier hath made that matter too clear 
to admit an anſwer, by ſhewing us what every owner of 


land mult be forced to do with the products of it in ſuch 
a a diſtreſs. You may read his remarks at large in his ſe- 
_ cond or third letter; to which I refer you. | 


Before I conclude, I cannot but obſerve, that for ſe- 


_ vera] months paſt there have uiore papers been written in 
this town, ſuch as they are, all upon the belt public prin- 


ciple, the love of our country, than perhaps hath been 


and all without any regard to the common motives of 
writers; which are profit, favour, and reputation. As 


do profit, I am affurcd by perſons of credit, that the beſt 


ballad upon Mr. Wood will not yield above a groat to the 
author; and the unfortunate adventurer Harding f de- 
clares he never made the drapicr any preſent, except one 
pair of (citiars. As tolavecur, whoever thinks to make 
his court by oppoſing Mr. Wood is not very deep in poli- 
tics. And as to reputation, certainly no man of worth 

e e. 


$ The printer of the drapier's letters. 
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ſubject, err | 
tinguiſh himſelf as an author. So that J look upon my. 
ſelf, the drapier, and my numerous brethren, to be all 


true patriots in our ſeveral | 
All that the public can expect for the future is, only to 
be ſometimes warned to beware of Mr. Wood's half. 
pence; and to be referred for conviction to the drapier; 
reaſons. For a man of the moſt ſuperior underſtanding 
will find it impoſſible to make the beſt uſe of ir, while ke 
writes in conſtraint; perpetually ſoftening, correcting, or 
blotting out expreſſions, for fear of bringing bis printer, 
or himſelf, under a proſecution from my lord chief juſtice 
Whitſhed. It calls to my remembrance the madman in 
don Quixote, who, being ſoundly beaten by a weaver for 
letting a ſtone (which he always carried on his ſhoulder) 
fall upon a ſpaniel, apprehended that every cur he met 
was of the ſame ſpecies. 
Far theſe reaſons I am convinced, that what I have 
now written will appear low and infipid ; but if it contri- 
dutes in the leaſt to preſerve that union amung us for op- 
_ poſing this fatal project of Mr. Wood, my pains will not 
together loſt. Ta br ; 


al 
I ſent theſe to an eminent lawyer (and yet 2 
and learning 4 


man of virtue into the bargain) who after 
many alterations returned them back with aſſuring me 
that they are perfectly innocent; without the leaſt mix. 
ture of treaſon, rebellion, ſedition, malice, diſaffection, 
reflection, or wicked infinuation whatſoever. 
If the bell-man of each pariſh as he goes his circuit, 
would cry out every night, paſt twelve a cl:ck ; beware 
of Wood's half-pence ; it would probably cut off the oc- 
caſion for publiſhing any mcre pamphlets, provided that 
in country towns it were done upon market-days. For 
my own part, as ſoon as it ſhall be determined, that itis 
not againſt law, I will begin the experiment in the liberty 
of St. Patrick's; and hope my example may be followed 
in the whole city Bur if authority ſhall think fit to for- 
bid all writings, or diſcourſes upon this ſubject, except 
ſuch as are in favour of Mr. Wood, I will obey as it be- 
comes me; only when Iam in danger of burſting, I will 
as | 80 


1 4 
go and whiſ : - ES 
per among the reeds, not any refl = 
ection u 
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Iam, 
with due rape, 
your moſt obedient, 
Deanry-houſe 
2 Bumlie ſervant 
. 
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An humble ADDRESS to both Houſes of 


PARLIAMENT. + | 


 Multa gemens ignominiam flagaſque ſuperbi 
Vidtoris.— oo 


Have been told, that petitions and addreſſes, to ei. 
ther king or parliament, are the right of every ſub. 
ject; provided they conſiſt with that reſpect, which is due 
to princes and great aſſemblies. Neither do I remember, 
that the modeſt propoſals or opinions of private men have 
been ill received, when they have not been delivered in 
the ſtyle of advice ; which is a 1 far from my 
thoughts. However, if propoſals ſhould be looked upon 
as too aſſuming ; yet, I hope, every man may be ſuffered 
to declare his own and the nation's withes For in- 
tance; I may be allowed to wiſh, that ſome further 
las were enacted for the advancement of trade, for the 
improvement of agriculture, now ftrangely neglected 
againſt the maxims of all wiſe nations: for ſupplying the 
manifeſt defects in the acts concerning the plantation of 
trees : for ſetting the poor to work ; and many others. 
Upon this principle I may venture to affirm, it is the 


| + This addreſs is without a date, but it appears to have been 

ritten during the firſt ſeſſion of parliament in lord Carteret's 
government, though it did not appear till it was inſerted with the 
preceding letter in the Dublin edition of 1735. 

Among other inaccuracies in the Iriſh edition, two dates are f- 
ſigned to the following tract; in the advertiſement prefixed it is 
ſaid to have been written the firſt ſeſſion of Carteret's govern- 
ment, and in the title page to be written before his arrival. 
Hazwkeſ. | | | | 
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earty wiſh of the whole nation, excepted 
now or late of London, — — 
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clandeſtinely, as appears by our own votes and addreſ- 


. bp pom And becauſe fuch 
yo 8 be of politics, to which I would 
ways utter ſtrangers, I ſhall hum- 
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tne of a ſenate will hardly be induced to believe, that 
there can be ſuch monſters among mankind. And yet 


the wiſe lord Bacon mentions a fort of people, (I doubt | 


the race is not yet extinct) who would let a houſe on fire 
for the convenience of roalling their own eggs at the 
But whoever is cld enough to remember, and hath 
turned his thoughts to obſerve the courſe of public affairs 
in this kingdom from the time of the revolution, muſt ac. 
knowledge that the higheſt points of intereſt and liberty 


have been often ſacrificed to the avarice and ambition of 


particular perſons upon the very principles and arithmetic, 


that l have ſuppoſed : the only wonder is, how theſe 
artiſts were able to prevail upon numbers, and influence 


even public aſſemblies to become inſtruments for effect. 
their execrable deſigns 

It 
vice, if a man in ſtation be allowed to act injuſtice upon 


the uſual principles of getting a bribe, wreaking his ma- 
lce, ſerving his party, or conſulting his preferment, 
_ while his wickedneſs terminates in the ruin only of parti- 


cular perſons. Bat to d-liver up our whole country, 


and every living ſoul who inhabits it, to certain deſtrucli- 


on, hath not, as I remember, been permitted by the 


moſt favourable caſuiſls on the fide of corruption. I 


were far better, that all, who have had the misfortune to 


be born in this kingdom, ſhould be rendered incapable of 
holding any employment whatſoever above the degree of 


a conſtable, (according to the ſcheme and intention of a 
great miniſterf gone to his own place)than to live under 
the daily apprehenſions of a few falſe brethren among our- 


| ſelves. Becaule, in the former caſe we ſhould be whol- 
ly free from the danger of being betrayed ; ſince none 
_ could then have impudence enough to pretend any pub- 


It is true, that in this deſperate affair of the new halt- 
pence [ have not heard of any man above my own degree 


of a ſhop-keeper to have been hitherto ſo bold, as in di- L 


rect terms to vindicate the fatal project, although I have 


dern told of iome very molitying expreſſions which were 
uſed, 


+ The late Earl of Sunderland. 


Serbe 


is, I think, in all conſcience latitude enough for 


L. S141 Fee 


any common- place more frequently inſiſted on by t 


2. r ae i 


freſh indiſcourſe,a 
er (an the hawkers called him) NOBODY, who was 


who treat of our conſtitution, a 2 
our advantage in t 82888 

kingdoms in Europe. And furely theſe high 

exerciſed in a point that ſo nearly concerned the 


aſſem 
a r on 
putting our intereſt in over-balance with the ruin of our 


' I remember ſome months ago, when this affair was 
perſon nearly allied to SOMEBODY, 


bg g kagge garrett: Jury ma 


| be ſeen in the note which follows the 


manufactures, and that at the end of 9 
Jury, Mewheſ. to a grand- 
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| 8 
of the countryman, who intreated his aſs to fly for fear 
ing taken by the enemy ; but the aſs refuſed to give 
himſelf that trouble, and upon a very wiſe reaſon ; 


regard or. view to myſelf ; rl 


; and am reſolved that none ſhall 


their zeal 


i my comny : cad yer 3 amt | 


never had the leaſt intention to 


it, that I went too far; but I ſuppoſe they 
allow themſelves miſtaken, I am ſure I 
I think I could not 


Fifa. 


to k 
For 


8 
1 
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a 


that all 


irre 


ſchemes of commutation, com 
like expedients, either avowed or implied, will be of the 
moſt pernicious conſequences to the public ; againſt the 


even a connivance to admit one thouſand 
half-pence will produce in time the fame ruinous effects, 


_ as if we openly conſent to admit a million. It were 
therefore infinitely more ſafe and eiigible to leave things 


in the doubtful, melancholy ſtate they are at preſent, 
(which however God forbid) and truſt entirely to the ge- 
honeſt endeavours to preſerve, continue and increaſe that 


averſion, than ſubmit to apply thote palliatives which 


weak, perfidious, or abject politicians are upon all occaſi- 


ons, and in all diſeaſes ſo ready to adminiſter. 


In the ſmall compaſs of my reading (which however 


hath been more extenſive than is uſual to men of my in- 


ferior calling) I have obſerved, that grievances have al- 
ways preceded ſupplies, and if ever grievances had a title 
to ſuch a pre-eminence, it muſt be this of Wood; becauſe 
it is net only the greateſt grievance that any country could 
ſuffer, but a grievance of ſuch a kind that, if it ſhould 


take effect, would make it impoſſible for us to give any 


ſupplies at all, except adulterate copper; unleſs a tax 
were laid for paying the civil and military liſts, and the 
large penſions, with real commodities inſtead of money ; 
which however might be liable to ſome few objections as 


well as difficulties: for although the common ſoldiers 


might be content with beef and mutton, and wool, and 
malt and leather; yet I am in ſome doubt as to the ge- 
nerals, the colonels, the numerous penſioners, the civil 


_ officers and others, who all live in England upon Iriſh 


pay, as well as thoſe few who refide among us only be- 
cauſe they cannot help ir. 
There is one particular, which although I have men- 
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I cannot forbear to peat, and a little enlarge and 
becauſe I do not remember to have read or heard of the 
| like in the hiſtory of any age or country; neither do | 
ever refle& upon it without the utmoſt aſtoniſhment. 
 Aﬀeer the unanimous addreſſes to his ſacred majeſty 
againſt this patent of Wood from both houſes of parlia. 
ment, which are the three eſtates of the kingdom; and 
likewiſe an addreſs from the privy council, to whom un. 
der the chief governors the whole adminiſtration is in. 
truſted ; the matter is referred to a committee of council 
in London. Wood and his adherents are heard on one 
fide; and a few volunteers without any truſt or direction 
from hence, on the other. The queition (as I remem- 
ber) chiefly turned upon the want of half-pence in Ire- 
land; witneſſes are called on the behalf of Wood, of 
what credit I have formerly ſhewn : { upon the iſſue the 
is found good and legal ; all his majeſty's officer 
not excepting the military, commanded to be aid- 
ing and aſſiſting to make it effectual; the addreſſes of both 
 houſesof parliament, of the privy council, and of the city 

of Dublin, the declarations of moſt counties and corpora- 
tions through the kingdom, are altogether laid afide as 
of no weight, conſequence, or conſideration whatſoever ; 
and the whole kingdom of Ireland nonſuited in default 
of ce; as if it were a private cauſe between John 

Dow, plaintiff, and William Row, defendant. 

With great reſpect to thoſe honourable perſons, the 
committee of council in London, I have not underſtood 
them to be our governors, counſellors or judges. Nei- 
their did our caſe turn at all upon the queſtion, whether 
Ireland wanted half-pence. For there is not doubt, but 
we do want both half-pence, gold, and ſilver; and we 
have numberleſs other wants, and ſome that we are not 
ſo much as allowed to name, although they are peculiar to 
this nation, to which no other is ſubject, whom God 
hath bleſſed with religion and laws, or any degree of foil 
and ſunſhine: but for what demerits on our fide I am 
altogether in the dark. : | 
But I do not remember, that our want of half-pence 
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was either affirmed, or denied in any of our addrefles or 
declarations againſt thoſe of Wood We alledged the 
fraudulent obtaining and executing his patent, the baſe- 
neſs of his metal, and the prodigious ſum to be coinec, 
which might be increaſed by ſtealth, from foreign impor- 
tation, and his own counterteits, as well as thoſe at home; 
whereby we muſt infallibly loſe all our little gold and ſil- 
| poor remainder of a very limited and 


_ diſcouraged trade. We urged, that the patent was pail- 


tion of any ſecurity given by Wood to receive his own 
half-pence upon demand; both which are contrary to all 
former proceedings in the like caſes. Theſe, and many 


other arguments we offered; but ſtill the patent went on, 


and at this day our ruin would have been half complet- 


ed, if God in his mercy had not raiſed an univerſal deteſ- 


tation of theſe half-pence in the whole kingdom, with a 
firm reſolution never to receive them, ſince we are not 
under obligations to do fo by any law either human or 
divine. | | 


But, in the name of God and of all juſtice and piety, 


when the king's majelty was pleaſed that this patent ſhould 


paſs, is it not to be underſtood, that he conceived, belie- 


ed and intended it as a gracious act, for the good and 


benefit of his ſubjects, for the advantage of a great and 
fruitful kingdom; of the molt loyal kingdom upon earth, 
where no hand or voice was ever lifted up againſt him ; 
a kingdom, where the paſſage is not of three hours from 
Britain, and a kingdom where papiits have leſs power, 
and leſs land than in England! Can it be denied, or 
doubted, that his majeſty's miniſters underſtood and pro- 


poſed the ſame end, the good of this nation, when they 


adviſed the paſſing this patent? Can the perſon of Wood 
be otherwiſe regarded, than as the inſtrument, the me- 


_ chanic, the head-workman, to prepare his furnace, his 


fuel, his metal, and his ſtamps ? If I employ a ſhoe-boy, 


ls It in view to his advantage, or to my own convenience? 


I mention the perſon of William Wood alone; becauſe 


no other appears, and we are not to reaſon upon ſur- 


_ z neither would it avail, it they had a real foun- 
4 5 = TOO 3 
Allowing therefore, for we cannot do leſs, that this 
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dom to a man, for whoſe good the patent was d 
matureſt I 


- P . 
r 


I is it, was it, can it, or will it ever 

not whether ſuch a kingdom, or William 
_— ſhould be a gainer ; but whether ſuch a kingdcm 
ſhould be wholly undone, deftroyed, ſunk, depopulated, 
made a ſcene of miſery and deſol ation, for the ſake uf 


William Wood? God of his infinite mercy avert this 


dreadful judgment; and it is our univerſal with, that God 
would put it into your hearts to be his inſtruments for ſo 
good a work. 

For my own part, who am but one man, of obſcure 


condition, I do ſolemnly declare in the preſence of al. 


mighty God, that I will ſuffer the moſt ignominious and 


| ed coin, or any other that ſhall be liable to the ſame ob- 
jections, until they ſhall be forced upon me by a law of 
my own country ; and if that ſhall ever happen, I will 


tranſport myſelf into ſome foreign land, and eat the bread 


among a free people. 


pov . 
=” I legally puniſhable for heſe eſſions; ſhall = 2 


other proclamation | Hae againſt me, uſe i pre 
to take my country's part againſt William Wocd, 5 
her final deſtruction is intended? But whenever y ou ſhall 
to impoſe filence upon me, I will ſubmit; — 
I look upon your unanimous voice to be the voice of the 
nation ; and this I have been tau ht, and do believe, to 


Fe be in ſome manner the voice of 


The 


great ignominy of a whole kingdom lying ſo long 


death rather than ſubmit to receive this accurſ. 


at mercy under ſo vile an adverſary, is fuch a deplorable | 
_ aggravation, that the utmoſt expreſſions of ſhame and 
rage are too low to ſet it forth: and thercſore | ſhall 


leave it to receive ſuch a reſentment, as is worthy of a 


It is likewiſe our univerſal wiſh, that his 
grant liberty to coin half-pence in this kingdom for our 


majeſty ſhould | 
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] conceive this 


preſent. | | „ * - | ; ; Fe 
The rents of land in Ireland, fince they have been of 


| hate ſo enormouſly raiſed and ſcrewed up, may be com- 


puted to about two millions; whereof one third part at 
directly tranſmitted to thoſe, who are perpetual 
abſentees in » as I find by a computation made 
with. the aſſiſtance of ſeveral ſkilful gentlemen. 
by which we are altogether loſers 
and England a-gainer, we found to amount to almoſt as 

TI will only ſet down as many heads of them as I can 
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remember, and leave them to the conſideration of theſe 
who underſtand accounts better than I pretend to do. 
The occaſional abſentees, for buſineb, health, or di- 


Three - fourths of the revenue of the chief governor, 
during his abſence; which is uſually four · fifths of his go. 
The numerous paid to ns in England. 


The of the chief officers of the army abſent in 
mucin Ldbed fo © gem: tors. i 


Four com miſſioners of the revenue, always abſent, 


Civil employments very numerous, and of great in- 


come. 

The vaſt charge of appeals to the houſe of lords, and 
to the court of delegates. 
Students at the inns of court, and the two univerſities. 
Eighty thouſand pounds ſent yearly to England for 


coals; whereof the prime coſt is nothing, and therefore 


the profit wholly theirs. | 
One hundred thouſand pounds paid ſeveral years paſt 
for corn ſent over hither from England; the effect of our 
own great wiſdom in diſcouraging agriculture. 


P74 ar... 


The kind liberty granted us of wearing Indian ſtuff, 


and callicoes, to gratity the vanity and folly of our wo- 


men; which, beſides the profit to England, f is an in- 


conceivadle loſs to us, forcing the weavers to beg in our 
ſtreets, or tranſport themſelves to foreign countries. 
The prodigious loſs to us, and gain to England, by 


| ſelling them all our wool at their own rates; whereof 


the manufacture exceeds above ten times the prime coſt: 
a proceeding without example in the chriſtian or heathen 


world. | 


Our own wool returned upon us in Engliſh manufac- 


tures to our infinite ſhame and damage, and the great 
advantage of England. | 


The tull profit of all our mines aceruing to England; | 


an effect of great negligence and itupidity. 
0 55 An 


t From whence theſe commodities were exported to Ireland, 


the Eaſt-India company only having a right to import them from 


the country in which they are manufactured. Hanwkeſ. 
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_ thoſe 


caſe the natter is deſperat 
wealthy knights, or ſquires, whoſe birth and partly their 


| to England. And upon the whole, let any man look 


into thoſe authors who write upon the ſubject of com- 
merce, he ſhall find, that there is not one ſingle article 


the 
„ that 


ing the uſual motives of human actions, which are plea- 


ſure, profit, and ambition, I cannot yet comprehend how 
find their account in any of the three. 1 
ſpeak not of thoſe Engliſh peers or gentlemen, who be- 

their eſtates at home have poſſeſſions here, for in that 
e; but I mean thoſe lords, and 


education and all their fortune, except ſome trifle, and 


that in a very few inſtances, are in this kingdom. | 


knew many of them well enough during ſeveral years, 
when I refided in England; and truly I could not difco- 
ver, that the figure they made was by any means a ſub- 
ject for envy, at leaſt it gave me two very different paſ- 
ions. For, excepting the advantage of going now and 
then to an opera, or ſometimes appearing behind a crowd 


at court, or adding to the ring of coaches in Hide- Park, 


or loſing tlic ir money at the chocolate-houſe, or getting 
news, votes, aud minutes about five days before us in 
Dublin; I ſay, befide- theſe and a few other privileges 
of lels importance, their temptations to live in London 


were beyond my knowledge or conception. And I uſed to 


wonder how a man of birth and ſpirit could endure to 


be 


* Many of the above articles have been face particulmly en- 
puted by another writer, to whoſe treatiſe the reader is referred, = 
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parliament ; the weig 
by added to that noble ou? 


ed to travel five hundred miles by ſea and landto anather 
kingdom for juſtice, ro our infinite expence, vexation, 
and trouble; which is a mark of ſervitude without ex- 
ample from the practice of any age or nation in the world. 


have ſometimes wandered, upon what motives the 


_ peerage of England were ſo de ſirous to determine our 
controverſies; becauſe I have been affurcd, and partly 
| know, that the frequent appeals from hence have been 


very irkſome to that illuſtrious body: and whoever hath 


frequented the painted chamber and courts of requeſts 
muſt have obſerved, that they are never ſo nobly filled, 
as when an Iriſh appeal is under debate. 


The peers of Scotland, who are very numerous, were 
I 


content 


properties among ourſelves, without being forc- 
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what have got, or to be higher advanced ; 
is a very melancholy queſtion, if it be a 


che prodigious profit which England re- 
ceives by the tranſmittal thither of two-thirds of the re- 


? 


> B 
a 


- venues of this whole kingdom, it hath another mighty ad- 


y making our country a receptacle, wherein to 
ves of their /upernumerary pretenders to 


vantage 
diÞurden 


office ; perſons of ſecond-rate merit in their own coun- 


try, who, like Ss of poſe, mol of them thrive and 
fatten here, and fly off when their credit and 


are at an end. So that Ireland may juſtly ſay what Lu- 
ther ſaid of himſelf; POOR Ireland maketh rich. 
If amidſt all our difficulties I ſhould venture to aſſert, 


_ that we have one great advantage, provided we could im- 


prove it as we ought, I believe moſt of my readers would 

be long in conjecturing, what paſſible advantage could 

ever ſall to our ſhare. However, it is certain, that all 

the regular ſeeds of party and factiau among us are en- 

tirely rooted out, and if any new ones ſhall ſpring up, 
they muſt be of equivocal generation, without any feed at 

all; and will juitly be imputed to a degree of itupidity 

beyond 
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the ſcore of our birth-place and climate. 


| no place: 
even the papi/fs in general of any ſubſtance or eſtates, and 
their prieffs almoſt uni 
in the ſenſe which by that word is 


They feel the finart, and ſee the ſcars of their former 


wound r be made a 
| fee to the leaſt attempts towards a ch ; although 
= be — 1 — 41 INS is hows 
their ſuperſtition reſtored under any prince whatſoever. 
Secondly, the aiſenters are now tolerated by law : nei- 
ther do we obſerve any murmars at preſent from that 
quarter, except thoſe reaſonable complaints they make of 
perſecution, becauſe they are excluded irom civil employ- 
ments; but their number being very ſmall in either houſe 
of parliament, they are not yet in a ſituation to erect a 


| — becauſe however indifferent men may be with re- 


to religion, they are now grown Wiſe enough to 
„ that if ſuch a latitude were allowed to diſſenters, 


the few ſmall employments left us in cities and corpora- 


tions would find other hands to lay hold on them. 


t The obligation arifing from their hai ; 
n ving ſworn allegiance 


„are what we call bigs, 
underſtood. 


77 ad sa Xr 8 193-08 


Thirdly, 


. 


< 
65 
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now at an 


in this 
who have 
rs. pr |; in the. donation 
and many princi —___ 
the crown : ſo that we already poſſeſs ch a body of a 


upon that 


proper than ever ; many great employments for life 
being in diſtant hands, and the reverfions diligently watch- 
ed and ſecured: the temporary ones of any inviting value 
are all beſtowed cler bert as faſt as they drop, and the 
few remaining are of too low confideration to create con- 
teſts about them, except among younger brothers, or 
tradeſmen like myſelf. And therefore, to inſtitute a 
court and country party without materials, would be a ve- : 


ry new ſyſtem in politics, and what I believe was never 


thought on before; nor unleſs in 4 zation of ideots can 


- ever ſucceed, for the moſt ignorant Iriſh cottager will not 
fell his cow for a groat. 


Therefore I conclude, that ail party and factias with 
regard to public proceedings are now extinguiſhed in this 
kingdom; f neither doth it appear in view how they can 
poſſibly revive + unleſs ſome new cauſes be adminiſtered ; 
which cannot be done without craſſing the intereſts of thaſe 


who are the greateſt gainers by continuing the ſame meaſures. 


And general calamities wir hout hope of redreſs are allow- 
ed to be the great zzziters of mankind. 

However we may diſlike the cax/es, yet this efe# of 
beget:ing an univerſal concord among us in all national 
debates, as well as in cities, corporations, and country neigh- 
bourhoeds may keep us at leaſt alive, and in a condition 
to eat the little bread allowed us in peace and amity. T have 
heardof a quarrel in a tavern, where all were at daggers- 


_ | Since this diſcourſe was written, it hath appeared by expe- 
rence, that the author was ¶ uch miſtaken in his conjectures. 
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Toy be ot ped gy ret per wan or des 


ed even a brood of gofſings to ftick together, 


While the kite is hovering over their heads. 


i obliged in conſcience to act in _ 
— — — 2 take 
the proper definition of lam to be, the will of the majuri- 
A fon hes have the property in land; which, if there 

7 * be conſumed by the royal aſſent. And 


| 


5 


they ought to be of much 


Hl 


ſi 


þ 


Thus for inſtance, if nine in ten of 


11 
1 


brafs coin, except under certain limita- 
ities, ſhould be deemed as enemies to the 


; 
L 
: 


a 


THe, 
ch 
8 * 


& contrary to ſuch a vote: and if the ſame 


1 


wore Indian ſtuffs and ca/icoes, or aalen manufacture: 
imported from abroad, whereby this nation is reduced to 
the loweſt ebb of miſery, I ſhould readily, heartily, and 


chearfully pay obedience ; and to my utmoſt power per- 


ſuade qthers to do the like: becauſe there is no lam of 
| | : this 


votes or declarations have not received 
confirmation for certain accidental reaſons ; yet | 


in ; none of which however can reaſona- 


commons, and a reaſona ble number of na- 
pee:s, ſhould declare, that whcever re- 


ian; I ſhould think it a heinous fin in 
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ſhould declare the fame cenſure againſt thoſe, who | 


ſuch foreign 


F 5s Ss FF ef NET kong Sera Js 
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obliging us either to receive ſuch coin, or to wear = 


oy manufattures. 
$ 


ment to the /aity, and 


would find their advantage in the cheapneſs, which is a 


circumſtance not to be neglected by too many among that 
venerable body. + And in order to this I could hearti- 
ly defire, that the moſt ingenious artiits of the weaving 
gymen at reaſonable rates. 


l have preſſed ſeveral of our moſt ſubſtantial brethren, 
that the whole corporation of weavers in filk and wool- 


len would publiſh ſome propoſals (I wiſh they would do 


ũt to both houſes of parliament) inviting perſons of all de- 


grees and of both ſexes, to wear the woollen and filk ma- 
nufactures of our own country; entering into folemn, 
mutual engagements, that the buyer ſhall r 
ſubſtantial, merchantable ware for his money, at a 
certain rate, without the trouble of cheapening. So that 
it I ſent a child for a piece of ſtuff of a particular colour 
and fineneſs, I ſnould be ſure not to be deceived ; or if 


Thad reaſon to complain, the corporation ſhould give me 


immediate ſatisfaction; and the name of the tradeſman, 


who did me the wrong, ſhould be publiſhed ; and warn- 


ing given not to deal with him for the future ; unleſs the 
matter plainly appeared to be a miſtake : for, beſides the 
trouble of going from ſhop to ſhop, an ignorant cuſtomer | 
runs the hazard of being cheated in the price and goed- 
nels of what he buys, being forced to an unequal com- 
8 diſnoneſt man in ——— 

our g fall under a general diſreputation; an 
the gentry call for Engliſh cloth, or ——_—— 


F This hath fince been put in practice by the perſuaſions and in- 


fluence of the fuppoſed author; but much defeated by the moſt in- 


famous fraud of thopkeepers. Hawwkeſ. 
F This ſcheme was likewiſe often urged to the weavers by the 
author; but he could never prevail on them to put it in 


prattice, Harokeſ, 


: 
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they have (and often too juſtly by our own faults) that 
of 


' Befides, it hath been the fottiſh and ruinous prafiice 


hereby this poor kingdom hath received ſuch a 


blow in the only article of trade allowed us of any im- 
that nothing but the ſucceſs of Wood's project 
could out-do it. During the late plague in France, the 
. i who buy their linen cloths in that kingdom, 
not daring to venture thĩther for fear of infection, a very 
great demand was made here for that commodity, and 
exported to Spain: but, whether by the ignorance of the 
merchants, or diſhoneſty of the northern weavers, or the 


_ colluſion of both, the ware was ſo bad, and the price ſo 


_ 


I have been told by very intelligent perſons, that if we 


had been fair dealers, the whole current of the linen trade 
to Spain would have taken its courſe from hence. 


If any puniſhment were to be inflicted on zumbers of 


men, ſurely there could none be thought too great for 
ſuch a race of zraytors, and enemies to God and their 
country; who for the proſpect of a little ↄręſent gain, do 

not only ruin themſelves (tor that alone would be an ex- 
ample to the reſt, and a bleſſing to the nation) but fell 
their ſouls to hell, and their country to deſtruction. And 
| If the plague could have been confined only to thoſe who 
were partakers in the guilt, had it travelled hither from 
Marſeilles, thoſe wretches would have died with leſs title 

to pity than a highway-man going to the gallows. 

: PM... it happens very axluckily, that for ſome time pa 

” or 


vance the public ſervice, however honeſtly and innocent- 
ly deſigned, have been called eLyinG iN THE KING'S 


FACE; and this to my knowledge hath been the ſtyle of 


fome perſons, whole anceſtors (I r 
| who 


eit 


3 2 8 8 K RY 


from private perſons to ad- 


1 


FF FIER 


* LESFF IAI 


2 8 


* 


E & 


them wings to ena 


— 4 years; and from their own inclina- 

tions would do fo ſtill, if their intereſt did not lead them 

renee payne ay wy 
> them for ſuch a fſigbt. 

Thus, about four years ago, when a diſcourſe * was 


it was termed flying in the king's face; the printer was 
proſecuted in the manner we all remember, and, I hope 
it will ſomewhere be remembered further, on 
eleven hours, and ſent back nine times, till they were 
under the neceſſity of leaving the pi ĩſoner to the 


of the court, by a ſpecial verdit ; the f judge on the L 
invoking God for his witneſs, when he aſſerted, that the 
author's deſign was to bring in the pretender. 

And thus alſo my own poor endeavours to prevent the 
ruin of my country by the admiſſion of Wood's coin were 
called by the ſame perſons, flying in the king's face; which 
I directly deny: for I cannot allow that vile repreſenta- 
tion of the royal countenance in William Wood's adulte- 


rate copper to be his ſacred majeſty's face; or if it were, 


my fying was not againſt the impreſſion, but the bajeneſs 
of the metal; becauſe I well — wa that the image 


which Nebuchadnezzar commanded to be ſet up fer all men 
to fall diem and worſhip it, was not of corrERA but pure 


cord. And | am heartily ſorry, we have fo few royal 
images of that metal among us ; the fight whereof, al- 
though it could hardly encreaſe our veneration for his 


majeſty, which is already fo great, yet would very much 
_ enliven it with the mixture of comfort and ſatisfattion. 


Alexander the great would ſuffer no ſtatuary, except 
Phidias, to carve his image in ſtone or metal. How muſt 
he have treated ſuch an operator as Wood, who goes a- 


bout with /ack-fulls of dreſs, odiouſly miſrepreſenting his 
prince”s countenance ; and would force them by thouſands 
upon every one of us at above fix times the value. 


The propoſal for the univerſal uſe of Iriſh manufaGtures. 
} Judge Whitſhed, 
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their own woollen manufactures, full of the moſt dutiful 
expreſſions to the king, and without the leaſt party hint, 
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for fear of leſſening their favour, or 


Firſt, that an end might be put to our 


apprehenſions 
— 6 


. parliament, 
at eaſt of the houſe of commons, was declared by ſome 


unanimous and hearty votes againit wearing any filk or 
woollen manufactures imported from abroad; id 
wiſe wearing Indian ſilks or callicoes, which are 

under the penalties in England: and 
— — — be- 
cauſe we are under a greater neceſſity to do fo, ſince we 
are not allowed to export any woollen manufactures of 
our own ; 0 
in 


civilize the ſort of our natives in all thoſe parts of 
this kingdom, where the Iriſh abound, by introducing a- 
them our language and cuſtoms; for want of which 
they live in the utmoſt i » barbarity, and pover- 
ty, giving themſelves wholly upto idleneſs, naſtineſs, and 
| Ny, Ws Very grace (nu eugene of es many 


 projed, or dicurag xd dicuntenene bs 


England. 
Fourthly, that ſome effectual methods may be takento 


. reren 


>» 
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4 


I may 

arity ; whereby great quantities of reſtorable 
—_— made utterly deſperate, many thouſands of cat- 

tle deſtroyed, the turf more difficult to come at and carry 

home, and leſs fit for burning; the air made unwhol- 
of ſuch places to 1 
ſhould that odi cutting / 
(as they call them) which is — 

the ground to i make up their 
ditches ; ſometimes i all is gravel 
within a few inches; in low grounds, with 
a thin green underneath ; which laſt 


| 


_—_— r ẽ:M2 
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and fafe for 
| hed Cc her — ht 
this ſeſſion of ark ON =_ 


—_— EC ER 


management have ariſen ; of which I have now ventured 
to relate but few out of very many ; whereof ſome per. 


which I have endeavoured by all poſſible means to avoid. 
And tor the fame reaſon I choſe to add here the little [ 

thought proper to ſay on this ſubjeR. 
But, as to the of thoſe who are perpetual abſen- 
tees, I do not ſee any probability of their being ever im- 
In former times their tenants fat at eaſy rents; 


for ſome years paſt they have been, generally ſpeak. 


ing, 


more terribly racked by the dexterity of mercileſs a- 
from England, than even thoſe who held underthe 


great numbers of credible people, that a pr 


rom ann paid, the rent was fo high, that the tenants 
| ve to ſurrender their leaſes, and were content 
to loſe their fines. 

The cultivating and improvement of land is certainly a 
ſubject worthy of the higheit enquiry in any country, but 
eſpecially in ours; where we are ſo ſtrangely limited in 
every branch of trade, that can be of advantage to us, 
and utterly deprived of thoſe, which are of the greateſt 
Importance ; whereof I dety the moſt learned man in Eu- 
rope to produce me an example from any other kingdom 
in the world : for we are denied the benefit which God 
and nature intended to us; as maniteſtly appears by our 


happy fttuation fer commerce, and the great number of our 


excellent ports. So that | think, little is left us, beſides 
the cultivating our own foil, encouraging agriculture, 
and making great plantations of trees, that we might 


haps would not be mentioned without giving offence, 


landlords here. I was aſſured upon the place by 
igious eſtate 


| 


I the county of Cark being Jet upon leaſes fas Ives, and = 


58 K 


Ars 
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| tren of thoſe men ſo renowned for their 


ed to ſay to a great man in England: that few politicians, 
with all their ſchemes, are half fo uſeful members of a 
common-wealth, as an honeſt farmer ; who, by ſkilfully 


controverſy whether any of the farmer ever did, fince the 
creation of the world ; but no controverſy at all, that 


Although, in the foregoing letters, Dr. Swift talks of liberty in a 
ſtrain highly becoming a warm and zealous defender of the rights 
of his country, which he maintains with great force of law, reaſon, 


juſtice, and eloquence; he never once deviates, in the whole courſe 


of his arguments, from the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of the moſt 
loyal ſubject; whatever might to the contrary have been ſuppoſed 
by a few degenerate flaves and ſycophants in thoſe days; even by 


that fort of people, who, as the wiſe Lord Bacon expreſſes it, would 


feta houſe on fire for the convenience of roaſting their own eggs at 
the flame. D. Swift. 5 
However indeed, ſuch was the iniquity of the times, that a re- 


ward of 300 I. was offered for the author cf the 4th letter, chiefly 


becauſe he had maintained therein the liberty of his country, and 
declared in very high terms werthy of a brave and reſolute mind, that 


he would continue firm and faithful to his fovereign Lord the King, 


whatever turn, in the viciſſitudes of this world, his majeſty's affairs 
might potſibiy take in other parts of his dominions. I ſhail on- 
ly remark upon this doctrine, the contrary of which would, I think, 
have been high treaſon, and againft his oath of allegiance, that how 


much ſoever it was condemned in the year 1724 by ſlaves and flat» 4 


terers; it was in 1745 fo univerſall; effabhihed in the minds of 
men, that if there had been uccafion far the people of Ireland to have 
drawn the tword in defence of their ſovereign, (which, beſide their 


loralty and affection to his majeſty, they have many reaſons to 


thank God for that there was not,) K. George II. would undoubt- 
ez]; have been ſupported in his right to the imperial kingdom of 
Ireland, let his majeſty's affairs in other parts of his dominions 
have taken what turn they might, by 300,000 as brave militia as 
any to be found throughout all Europe; even by the grand-chil- 
ir valorous atchievements 

| in 


draining, fencing, manuring and planting, hath increaſed | 
the intrinſic value of a piece of land; and thereby done 
a perpetual ſervice to his country; which it is a great 


ninety-nine in a hundred have done abundance of miſ- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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The Dz aPI1ER DEMOLISHED, and ſet out in his 
own proper colours; being a full Coxru- 
TAT1ON of all his AxGumenTSs againft Mr. 
Wood's HALF-PENCE. | | 


By WiLLiam Woop, Eſq; 


Written in the year 1724. 


Ye good people if Ireland, 


Make not the leaſt doubt, when ye have impartially 
weighed and conſidered what I ſhall ffer upon the 
preſent occaſion in my own defence, ai] :gainft your 


Drapicr, when ye fhail make an exact of the argu- 
ments on both fides between him and me: and, laſtly, 


when ye ſhall obſerve, as I ſhall point it out, the abuſive 
and reproachful language with which he has treated me; 


| fay, as I ſaid before, I make not the leaſt doubt, but 
ye will all to a man reject him, and embrace me with 


In his firſt letter to the tradeſmen, ſbopheepers, farmers, 
and common people in general of the kingdom of Ireland (above, 
p. 13.) he begins with the wheeiiling preamble of bre- 


thren, friends, countrymen, and fellow-jubjets. A loving 


beginning indeed ! But I wonder which of us two loves 
vou beſt; he that is getting you no money at all, or I 
who am this preſent providing more money tor you than 

vou ſhall know what to do with. O fed! O fad! I am 

really concerned tor the poor Drapier. Soon after he 

proceeds, and lays, | | 

It is a great fault among you, that when a perſon 

* writes with no other intention than to do you good, 

* you will not be at the pains to read his advices.” (y 14.) 


Artful enough indeed! This he did to draw you in like 


lo many gudgeons, to ſwallow his falſe arguments ; and 
you fee he has accompliſhed his end at lait ; for had ye 
Vor. III. | G 1 


—— —— — — — — 2 


— — — — 
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not read his letters ye might have had the benefitof my 
half-pence theſe five or fix months 

6c — 1 r 
« things in England very little more than 

« are worth; and if you ſhould beat them to = 
<« ſell them to the brazicr, you would not lole much a- 


« bove a penny in a ſhilling. But Mr. Wood made his 


« half-pence of ſuch baſe metal, and ſo much ſmaller 
= 6 08 ones, that the brafier would. 


7 . Por pai nr he — 
of I keep in pay ; how much I was out of pocket 
in getting my patent ; the great expence I ſhall be at in 


ſhipping them to Ireland; which muſt, in the nature of 
things, be a vaſt drawback to the profit which I ought w 


| have for my trouble; and therefore it cannot be ſuppoſed 
I can cither put as much or as 


Lord ! 


expect any more ? Good people, never mind one word 
he ſays, though he ſells you a dozen hats at five ſhillings 


apiece, which is three pound, is but five ſhillings in my 


money ; this is Perfect — bextiation to juggle you 
out of your ſenſes 


Well, if this be his computation, I have done. 
* 'Tais tame Mr. Wood was able to attend conftantly 


* for his own intereſt ;” and why ſhou!d not I?) © he 


« is an Engliſhman, and had great friends,“ (God be 
thanked for that ;) © and it ſeems knew very well where 


* to give money to thoſe that would ſpeak to others, 


„ that could ipeak to the King, and would tell a fair 
« ftory.” 1 grant that, and what would he infer ?) 
Then he proceeas : © It his Maj<tty the King faw that 


it would utterly aria Fa of bbs he would \ 


* ſhew his diſpleaſure to fome body or other But a 
„ word to the wil: is enough.“ {We know his mean- 

ing by his mumping ; he had as well ſpoken what he 
thought, like an honcit man. He proceeds:) * Moſt 


* of 


pieces, and | 


good copper in the half. 
tor Ireland, as thoſe for England. But, good 
is not an half. penny a half- penny, when once it 
is called fo; and if it paſſes for an half-penny, can you | 


three pound is but five ſhillings! 


Ul 


FE 


% made upon it. and plain proofs, 


ESTER 


I believe ſuch another 


bottle for claret, at eighteen 
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« of you muſt have heard with what anger our honour- 


% able houſe of commons received an 1 this 
* Wood" There were ſeveral ſpeeches 
4 that it was all a wick- 
« ed cheat, from the bottom to the top; and ſeveral 
© ſmart votes were printed, which that ſame Wood had 
the aſſurance to anſwer likewiſe in print, and in ſocon- 


_« fident a way, as if he were a better man than our 
« whole parliament put together.” (p- 16.) Fe, 


The 


was angry 


4 _—————_ had been 


* rg the whole parliament.— Well, I find 


a6 Behr oi re 
| Aid Frans 5s the exergy. the 


Drapier anſwer me only theſe three queſtions: where 
1 And where are the ſpeeches ? 


And where is my anſwer ? 


*The common ſoldier, when he : goes ty the marker 
or alehouſe, will offer this money,” (meaning my half- 
pence;) © and if it be refuſed, perhaps he will ſwagger 
* and hector, and threaten to beat the but her or ale- 


+ wife" [threaten indeed I] he will do it in earneſt, © vr 
take the goods 
« pence.” [Why ſhould he not ? Is it any 
he pays them !] © In this and the like caſes, the ſhop- 

_ © keeper, or victualler, or any other tradeſman, has no 


rr 


more to do, than to demand ten times the price of his 

goods, if it is be paid in Wood's money ; for exam- 
„ple, twenty pence for a quart of ale.” (p. 17.] The 
devil is in his conſcience, twenty pence for a a 
. was never 
o conſider all other things in proportion, what miſ- 
chief would this occafion ? That is, fifteen ſhi 2 
pence a bottle; for aflaſk 
ot Burgundy five and forty ſhillings ; fifty ſhillings a-day 
lor a coach; ten ſhillings a dinner for a twelve penny or- 
dinary; thirty ſhillings a day for a chair; ten pence a 
freſh | egg; five pence a hali-penny roll; two pence half- 
penny for a pint of ſmall becr. In Mart, by his advice, 
©:4nallers, wintners, and trades-fulk would ſoon get all 
the money of the kingdom into their own hands, thould 
they all follow the fob example. And now to 
 eunlider 
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conſider the poor, they would be undone by the Dra. 
pier's advice ; the butcher would have eig 
for a ſheep's head ; the baker ten ſhillings for a twelve. 
penny loaf ; and thus would it be in proportion as to all 
their other exigencies. No, no, rather take my advice; 


 tzwo-pence a-quart, and my bleſſing. 
In p. 17. he denies my half pence are lawful mo- 
ney of England or Ireland. Noon then — 


them lawful of Scotland or Wales ; for they muſt 
be lawful ſome-where. For does he think, under he 
ſcarcity of money we find at preſent, that we can afford 


to let fourſcore and ten thouſand pound lie dead ? I need 


no other argument to ſhew what a friend he is to the 
lic. 
2 They ſay Squire Conolly hath ſixteen thouſand 
pounds a year ; now, if he ſends for his rent tu town, 
4 s it is likely he doth, he muſt have two hundred and 
fifty horſes to bring up his balf- year's zent.“ (p. 18.) 
Suppoſe he mutt, where is the great hardſhip? If a 
man of ſixteen thouſand a- year cannot afford tveo hundred 
and fifty horſes to draw his money, he deſerves to want 
it. Fl engage his under. tenants will lay it down at his 
door, and it ſhall not colt him a farthing for the carriage. 
« Theſe half. pence if they once pats, will ſoon be 
© counterfeited, becauſe it may be cheaply done, the 
« ſtuff is ſo bate he Dutch likewiſe will probably 


* do the ſame thing, and ſend them over to us to pay | 


for our goods.” (p. 18) 

The ſtuff is good ſtuff, let him ſay w Fe: he will; and 
the halt-pence are good half-pence, and I will ſtand by 
it: If I made them of ſilver, it would be the ſame thing 
to this grumbler. As for their being coun: crteit, fure 
they counterteic gold and ſilver, and can one help that! 


tor there ever have been ro.cucs ot coiners in the world, 


and will be to the end ot "it. As for the Dutch, it is 
time enough to complain when they do coin. I am cet- 
tain they have not comned one half. penny as vet; and if 
they ſhould, I ſhail take care to ſtock you fo well, that 


you ſhall have no occaſion for theirs ; lo that they may a 


carry them home again if they pleaſe. 

lt would be very hard, i all Ireland ſhould be put 
into one ſcale, and * nr fellow Wood into the o- 

„* ther; 


LESS, 


2 Lord Chancellor.) ER 3 
First, you are obliged to take all money in pay - 
* ments which is coined by the king, and is of the Eng- 


. A A „ A5 K FREARSA?P 


„ which is not of gold or ſilver. 
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« ther; that Mr. Wood and his half-pence ſhould weigh 
« down this whole kingdom, by which England gets a- 
« hove a million of good money every year clear into 
their pockets; and that is more than the Engliſh do 
« by all the world beſides.” (p. 19.) 


 Parturiunt monte. Zut I beg pardon for talking to 
him in alanguage which he does not underſtand. 
% A famous luce bool, called The mirrour of juſtice, dil- 
«« courſing of the charters (or laws) ordained by our an- 
« cent kings, declares the law to be as follows: It was 


% ordained, that no king of this realm ſhould change, im- 


* pair, or amend, or make any more; than of gald or filver, 
« without the aſlent of all the counties; that is, as my 
4 lord Coke (1 Inſt. 576.) ſays, without the aſſent of 
8 — wal (p- 20.) | OR. 
Then he concludes, according to cuſtom, with his fine 
attering ſpeeches. 
« I will now, my dear friends, to ſave you the trou- 

© ble, ſet before you in ſhort what the law obliges you 


to do, and what it does not oblige you to.” (This 


Drapier is an excellent 


lawyer, I wonder he is not made 


* liſh ſtandard or weight, provided it be of gold or fil- 
” on: | 


 * Secondly, you are not obliged to take avy money 


* Thirdly, much leſs are we obliged to take thoſe vile 
half pence of that ſame WoOd 1 
Therefore, my friends, ſtand to it one and all: re- 
* fuſe this filthy traſh. It is no treaſon to rebel againſt 
* Mr. Wo:d. His Majeſty, in his patent, obliges no 
body to take theſe half pence (p. 22.) 8 

So then, at this rate, they are coined for no body by 
ſome body; and ſome body is to get nothing by no 


body. I have made a fine hand of my patent and con- 


age, Ve ſee, gentlemen, the force cf that argument 

which the Drapier offers; but I find logie is not his ta - 

lent. Thus have I, wich great patience, gone 

this injurious piece of ſatire upon myſelf containedin this 

firſt letter. But knowing that the beſt undertakers have 
G 3 always 
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always met enemies and detractors, I comfort 
On ks — 
. 
though a ger to the country of Ireland, 
a little time will ſhew what induitry and pains it der 
me, to make you a flouriſhing and a happy people. It 


is my inclination to preſerve a underſtanding be. 


tween me and you, however wi people may endea- 
vour to > Before conclude, I have one com- 
plaint more: I am told, that pitiful, malicious, bw 
undermining, ſcribbling Drapier ſet on a parcel of tatter. 
as filthy, Iriſh, butter milk, potatoe ſcoundrcls, to carry my 

about in M tod, and afterwards hang it at 1 


Goes ſabre, p. go: ] for which I hope, when the 


parliament fits, to have ample ſatisfaction. I am glad 
that none. of the genery of Ireland were concerned i 
— es 


1 an, your bef friend, 


w. w. 


The 


n e ne en 


= 
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A full and true account of the ſolemn pra- 

ceſſion to the GaLLows, at the execution 
of WꝭILLIAu Woop, Eiq; an hard ware- 
man. * 


Written in the year 1724 


OM E time ago, upon a report ſpread, that William 
Wood, hard-ware-man, was concealed in his bro- 
ther-in-law's f houſe here in Dublin, a great number of 
people of different conditions, and of both ſexes, crowd- 
ed about the door, determinately bent to take revenge 
upon him, as a coiner and a counterfeiter. Amongſt the 
reſt, a certain curious perſon ſtanding in a corner obſery- 
ed, that they all diſcovered their reſentments in the pro- 
per terms and expreſſions of their ſeveral trades and cal- 
lings; whereof he wrote down as many as he could re- 
member ; and was pleaſed to communicate them to me, 
with leave to publiſh them for the uſe of thoſe, who at 
any time hereafter may be at a loſs for proper words 
wherein to expreſs their good diſpoſitions towards the 
aid William Wood. „ : 


The people cried out * him delivered into their 
| = 
Says the parliament- man. Expel him the houſe. 
2d parliament-man. I ſecond that mytion. 
Cook. Pl bafte him. ; 7 
2d Cook. Pl] give bim his 4elly-fu/7. 
zd Cook. PI! give him a lick in the chops. 
4th Cook. PII jozoce him. e 


Drunken- 


In this piece the author makes the ſeveral artificers attend 
William Wood (repreſented by a log of tember to the gallows, and 
each tradeſman expreſſes his reſentment in the terms of his prop 
calling. Then follows the proceſſion, meft humoroully deſcribed. 
The whole is a piece of ridi-ule too powerful for the ſtrongeſt gravi- 
ty to withſtand. Orr: y. 

f One Molyneux an ironmonger. 
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Drunken-man. PII beat him as long as I can fand. 
Bookieller. I' een ever © ares Ang with Tom. 
Sadler. PII pamme/ him. 


_ Glazier. Fll make the Jig t mine through him. 


Grocer. III pepper him. 


Groom. PI] carry his hide. 
_ 


thecary. Pl pound him. 
2d *Pothecary. Pll beat him ro mamny. 
School-maſter. I'll make him an examp-. 
Rabbet-catcher. Pl forre? him. 
Paviour. PI :bamp him. 
Coiner. Pl] give him a rap. 
WHIG. Down oe winh him, 


Miller. Fil daſh out his grinders. 


122 Sint hin. 


| Throw him in the kennel. 
Dyer. I'll beat him 4/ach and blue. 
Bagnio man. I'Il make the B too bat for him. 
Whore. Pax rot him. 


24 Whore. Let me alone with him. 


4 Whore. Clap him up. 
-maker. Pl] have him by the 186. 
Curate. Fl make the devi/ come out of him. 


 Popiſh-prieft. Vil N him to the devil. 


Dancing- maſter. I'Il reach him better manners. 
2d Dancing-maſter. Pll make him cut a caper three 


ſtory high. 


Farmer. PIl traſb him. 

Taylor. III fir on his Hurts. 

2d Toylor. Hell is too good for him. 
3d Taylor. Fil pink his deuôlet. 
4ih Tay lor. Fil make his a—— make 7 
Baſket-maker. PI! hamper him. * 
Fidler. PII have him by the cars. 

2d Fidler. Fil bang him- to fome une. 
Barber. Pl] have him by the beard. 

ad Barber. Pil pull his 25 U ters. | 
zd Barber. Fil make his hair ſtand on end. 
4th Barber. Pl! camb his lacks 

Tinker. Pil cry what metal he's made of. 


Cobler. 


7 ˙—R4 
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PII make * of — 
* Pll make him 
T Tobacconift. I'll make him ſet up his pipes. 
Gold- nder. Pll make him fink. 
| Hackney-coachman. Pll make him know his chives: 
24 Hackney-coachman. Fl drive him to the devil. 
| Butcher. TIl have a /imb of him. 
24 Butcher. Let us lieu him up. 
zu Butcher. My knife in him. 
Nurſe. Fll froaddle him. 5 
Anabaptiſt. We'll 4% the rogue in tae = 
Oftler. Fll ub him dorvun. 
| Shoemaker. Set him in the focks. 
Banker. III kick him to half-crownie 
zd Banker. PFll pay him off. 
Bowler. Pll have a rubber with him. 
Gameſter. Pll make his boxes rattle. 
| Bodiee-maker. PII /ace his fiwves. 
Gardener. P11 make him water his plants. 
Ale :vife. PII reckon with him. 
Cuckold Vil make him pull in his horns. 
Old Woman. U11 mamble him. 
Hangmon. PI throttle ham. 


But at laſt the people, havi ing received aſſurances, that 
William Wood was neither in the houte nor kingdom, 
appointed certain commiſuoners to hang him in etfigie; 
whereot the whole ceremony and proceliion deſerre to 

be tranimirted to pulterny. 

Firſt, the way was cleared by a detachment of rhe 
 Hack-gaards, with ſhort flicks in their hands, and cock=- 
ades of paper in their hats. : 

Then appeared William Wood, Eſq; repreſented to 
_ the lite by an old piece of carved timber, taken from the 
keel of a ſhip. Uron his face, which looked very diſ- 
mal, were lixcd at proper diſtances ſeveral pieces of his 
gun coin, to dente who he was, and to fignify his cal- 
ling and his crime. He wore on his head a peruke, very 
artfully compoſed of tour old mops; a halter avout his 
neck ferved him for a cravat. Hiscloaths were indeed 
not ſoneat and elegant as is uſual with perions in his con- 
dition (Which tome cenſ>rious pegple imputed to affecta- 

G5 tion), 


ing cloak, with his hat over his noſe, and a 


n; whoſe venerable : ſpect drew the eyes Aon 


in bis leſt hand to wipe the tears from his face. 
Next in order marched the executioner him 


y upon him; but he was further dillioguiſhed 


of his office. BD: 5 
followed two perſons hand in hand; the one re- 
preſenting William Wood's brother-in-law ; the other 

i his intimate friend, whoſe name [ forget. 


a certain , 
nnr 


ſonable quantity of the new half-pence. At proper pe- 
riods they ſhook their keitles, which made a melanchol; 


| ſound, like the ringing of a knell for their partner and 


confederate. | | 1 

After theſe followed ſeveral officers, whoſe aſſiſtanee 
was neceſſary for the more decent performance of the 
great work in hand. 5 = 
The proceſſion was cloſed with an innumerable crowd 


of people, who frequently ſent out loud huzza's; which 
were cenſured by wiſer heads as 2 mark of inhumanity, 


and an ungenerous triumph over the unfortunate, with- 


out duly conſidering the various viciſſitudes of human life. 


However, as it becomes an impartial hiſtorian, I uill not 
conceal one obſervation, that Mr. Wood himſelf appear- 
ed wholly unmoved, without the leaſt alteration in his 
countenance ; only v lien he came within ſi ht of thetatal 
tree, which happened to be of the fame ſpecies of timber 
with his own perſon, he ſeemed to be foinewha penſixe. 

At the place of execution he ap cared undaunted, nor 


was ſeen to ſhed a tear. He made no reſiſtance, but ſub- 
mitted kimiclt with great reſignation to the hang man, who 
was indeed thought to uſe him with too much roughueks, 


neither kiſſing him, nor aſking him pardon. His dying 


SPEECH 


ter, which he bore upon his left ſhoulder as the 


7A 


Prada FA Be 


ters of GOLD. 
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SPEECH was printed, and deſerves to be written in let- 


Being aſked whether it were his own 

true genuine SPEECH, he did not deny it. 
Thoſe of the ſoſter ſex, who attended the ceremony, 

lamented that ſo comely and well imbered a man ſhould 


come to fo untimely an end. He hung but a ſhort time; 
for upon feeling his breaſt, they found it cold and ſtiff. 


It is ſtrange to think, how this melancholy f 
turned the hearts of the people tu compaſſion. When he 
was cut down, the body was carried through the whole 
city to gather contributions for his wake; and all forts 
of people ſhewed their liberality according as they were 


| able. The ceremony was performed in an ale-houſe of 


diſtinction, and in a manner ſuitable to the quality of the 
deceaſed, While the attendants were dĩſcourſing about 
his funeral, a worthy member of the aſſembly ſtood up 
and that the body ſhould be carried out the 
next day, and burned with the fame pomp and formali- 
ries uſed at his execution; which would prevent the ma- 


lie ot his enemies, and all indignities that might be done 
to his remains. This was agreed to; and about nine 


Helock on the following morning there appeared a ſe- 
cond proceihon. But, burning not having been any 
part of the ſentence, authority thought fit to inte 


and the corps was reſcued by the civil power. 


We hear che body is not yet interred ; which occaſi- 
ons many ſpeculations. But what is more wonderful, it 
i> poſitively affirmed by many who pretend to have been 
eye wi neſſes, that there does not appear the leaſt alte- 


ration in any one lineament or feature uf his counte- 


nance; nor viſible decay in his whole frame, further 
than what had been made by worms long before his exe- 
cution, The folu.iva of which difficulty, I ſhall leave 
among naturalitts. © . 


r 


1 


Some conſiderations on the attempts to paſg 
Mr. Woop's zu Ass Mon Ev in Lreland. 


By a lover of his country. 


reis a melancholy conſideration, to ſee the Jeveral reſo- 
lutions and addreſſes of both houſes of parliament of lre. 


land, during their late ſeſſiin, the late addreſs of his majeſty; 


mftices and privy-council of that Kingdom, and the petition of 
the county of the city of Dublin ; whereby the unani- 


terms: I ſay ; it is a melancholy conſideration, to ſee 


the force of all ti eſe repreſentations, cluded by the peti- 


tions of a fingle perſon, ſuch as Mr. Wood. 


If juſtice ſtood on the fide oi this ſingle perſon, it 


ought to give good men pleaſure to lee that right ſhould 
take place; but when, on the contrary, the common- 
weal of a whole nation, the quieting the minds of a peo- 
ple diftrafted with — — 


their propertie>, ray, the preſervation of the purity of 


their laws, is cveruorne by private intereſt, what good 


man but mvit lament luch an unhappy ſtate of affairs! 
And ſince the matter was of this uinportance, and ſeem- 

ed to carry with it the teltimony of heaven, in the uni- 

verſal cry ot the people, how could any paiticular mem- 


bers of a community, which had thus with one voice de- 
precated the evil, with any ſhew of reaſon take upon 


them the riſque of auy milcarriage in a trial, in a ſubor- 
dinate court? 

It was to our gracious ſovereign, that all theſe addreſ- 
ſes and petitions were preſcnted : it was into his tather- 
ly hands the whole nation committed the care of their 


_ cauſe ; and it would have been the highelt picce of arro- 


gance, for any perſon to have preſumed to take upon 


them- 


mous ſenſe of this nation, and the great appre en/cuns they | 


mere under, from importing and uttering copper-half-pence 
and 2 in Ireland, by virtue of the patent granted in 
William Wood, have been repretented in the ſtrungeſt 


of the utmoſt danger o 


— Go 
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themſelves a ſhare in that truſt, which was only repoſed 
in his majeſty's hands. It is no wonder therefore, that 
vice or opinion in this matter of ſtate ; which reaſon 


they ought to apprehend great dinger to themſelves, from | 


—_ 808 
Though 2015 proceeding may /cem extraordinary ; yet 


it being on a molt extraordinary matter, on a matter of 


ſuch importance, as ſeemed to involve the civil rights and 
| ies of a whole nation in the ĩſſue of it ; on a mat- 


ter wherein the lords and commons were complainants, 


and the king immediately concerned, not only as general 
father of his people, but alſo as particular and only truſ- 
tee, in whom his people repoſed entire confidence to re- 
dreſs the grievances complained of; was it not intirely 
reaſonable and fit, that every particular perſon of this 
kingdom, ſhould ref upon what was done by the whole 
body of the people duly aſſembled in parliament, and not 


arroganily aſſume to themſelves, a power of putting the 


fate of this nation to an iſſue before twelve men 
Since then it plainly appears, that this matter is of ſuch 
a high nature, that no particular perſon ought to have in- 


termeddled in it; it is to be preſumed, that the non - ap- 


pearance of perſons to ſupport the united ſenſe of both 


bones of parliament of Ireland, can never be conftrued 
2s a general dithdence, of being able ts ſupport the charge 


brought againſt the patent and patentee ; though indeed 

it might proceed from à general and a very reaſonable 
apprehenſion of a miſcarriage in this important affair; 
wherein bath houſes of parliament had declared them- 
felres jo fully convinced, and ſatisfied upon evidence, and 
examination taken in the maſt ſalemn manner; that for 
my part, I (and fo I hope every true lover of his country 
on his part) will look upon their reſolutions, to have the 


ame dignity (in this caſe) with a maxim in law, gaia 


maxima eft eorum dignitas, et certiſſima authoritas, at- 
que quod maxime omnibus probentur. 
And therefore I don't preſume to enter the liſts, in 


order to ſupport the reſolutions of both houſes of parlia- 


ment; for I look upon it that they are / ſure and un- 


 emtroulable, that they ought net to be queſtioned; but it 


thall be the bulincls of this paper, to point out ſome of 
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the miſchicfs, which will naturally reſult from this coin. 


We are err 
Mr. Wood's, yy de = + 45x 
CHYYency infarced, to recett'e. » 4s "oak 
voluntarily and wilfully a ＋ 5 - 
melancholy to behold, that this 5 
obligatory an all his majeſty's s officers and miniſters, to re- 
ceive the tame. 
— this means there is a foundation laid for the moſt 
2 of confuſion that ever was introduced into the 
buſineſs of a nation; for here is eſtabliſhed a ipecies of 
made of the baſeſt metal, which none in employ. 


maney, 
ments under his majeſty muſt refuie in payments to the 


crown or to themſelves, and yet all the reſt of his ſubjects 


are at liberty tu refuſe the fame in payments to be made | 


to them, either by his majeſty, or by any other 


Thus the revenue of the crown will be highly preju- 


_ diced, by the want of intrinkic value in the com with 
which itis paid ; and the army and all others in empioy- 
ments under his majeſty, are the perions, who, in the 
firſt place, muſt bear the burthen vi this miſchief. For 
if they are the only perſons who are ob/iged to receive ik: 
coin as current money, It is to be preſumed that na other 
n will receive the ſame but with confiderable d 
ance tor the difference between the braſs rrency, and 
that made of gold and ſilver. | 
And even with a conſiderable allowance, i it will be 
hard to copceive how this 470% moxcy, will find any any 
degree of currency in the world, without the — of a 
ſet of men, Who may probably raiic great eſtates in this 
unſettled courſe of atiairs ; but ſuch a ict of people ought 
never to be encouraged by 2 wite government, far the; 
will make cheir forranes by the loſfes of good ſubjecis, 
and by preying on the revenue of the prince: and yet 
thoſe bac Herert, or money jabbert, will be found necei- 
lary if thus braſs money is made current in the Ex 
To ficw in ſome meaſure the proportion of this mil- 
chief to his majelty's revenue, and to thoſe in immediate 
offices under him; it muſt be conſidered, that the groſs 


Wenne of this kim is about 500, ooo per amm; 


out of which muſt deduRted the charge of onion 
| 2 


age of Mr. Wood's, in caſe it ſhould be forced upon . 
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which to be ſure, the ſeveral collectors, 
rnd Hee Mts we 0 receive the Grow-backs, will whe 


puted that our current coin amounts to more than 
506,000 /. ſo that 40, 000“. of Mr. Wood's brajs 

| i us (even admitting that no more of thas 
t in) it is manifeſt that that fam 


will be near one-tweltth of the whole coin in the nation; 
and more than one month's pay of the civil and military 


liſts, and penſions, etc. of this kingdom. 

It this ſum ſhould ia the treaſury, it is certain 
there will be no greater loſs (immediately brought) by 
this coin to the revenue, than the money that there lies 


dead amounts to: butiiitis iſſued in monthly payments 


to the a my, and other his majeſty's cfticers and mini- 
lers, as in all probability it muſt; then this coin, being 
compoſed of a baſe metal, current only in the exchequer, 


_ where it is received at an imaginary value, of at leaſt 60 


per cent. more than the real v.lue ot the material, it will 


de ſuddenly pa. u back again to the collectors, and by that 


means pals through the treaſury, at leait three times in 

every year; for tacre we are told, it is to meet with x9 

lit or maleflation. 2 
And ſeciug the currency of this money. is not inforced 


on any other of his majeity's ſubjecis, ut is caſy to con- 


ceive, that the difference of value octween this coin, and 


the gold and Glver which will be current in the nation, will! 


beietiley by che money job bers, at about 20 percent. dilcount. 
By which means alone, t.. ere v. ill bc loſt in theintrinfic 
value of the revenue the ſum of 24, coo ! per ann \ith- . 
out computing tur the loiſes wnich mail necci'2i be 
brought to the revenue, by the general diff e which 
the introducing this coin will create among the role; 
all which will be manifeſtly deli of ibe trade and 
| IO | | CON METER 
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commerce of the kingdom, and of dangerous conſequence ty 
the properties of the ſubject᷑. 

And 
fition that only 
the kingdom; but I take it to be impoſſible to limit the 


quantity that ſhall be brought in, eſpecially if the impor. 
ters of it have ſo ſure a market for the ame as the Ex. 


uer. 


Por though his Me jeſty ſhould be able to prevent Mr. 
Wood from coining any more than 40,0007. and ſhould 


never hereafter be prevailed upon to grant his jpecial l. 


cence or authority, to enlarge that ſum, yet it will be im. 
poſſible to prevent the importation of this fort of coin 


from other nations. And there have been ſuch variety 


of dyes made uſe of by Mr. Wood in ftamping his money, 
that it makes the di:covery of counterfei:s more difficult, 


and the profit is ſo great, that it will be a {ufficicnt temp- 


tation to ou induſtrious neighbours of Hoiland to fend 


large quantities of this coin to lo ſure a market as the 


And perhaps it may be a queſtion among lawyers, 


whether a man can be puniſhed ar che king's ſuit, tor 
counterfeiting this coin, becaule it is not the current coin 


of the kingdom; tor though theſe 1:aii-pence are to be 


received as money in the Exchequer, yet in trade they 
are no better than counters, and tharetore the patent may 


perhaps be conſtrued to be no more than a grant of a 
nranapuly to make thoſe counters. | 


But it is wortn obſerving, that if this patent is ſo word- 


ed, as that his maze iy's otticers, employed in the receipt 


ot his revenue, cunnot retuie recciving this coin, it is 


directly contrary to two adds of pacliament now in force 


in this kingdom, and which are to be found in the books 


ot rates diſtributed among the officers of the revenue. 


For by the act of tonnage and poundage, 14 and 15 


Car. II. cap. 9. the duties thereby granted to his majeity 
and his fuccefiors, are to be paid in lawful money of Eng- 
land. And by the act of exciic, or new- impoſt, 14 and 


15 Car. II. cap. 8. it is expreſiy declared and enacted, 


that the jeveral rates an duties of exciie, and all fines, 
penalties, fwrfe:tiires, or other jum, or ſums of muntey 
rated, i E., fet, ar furfeiten, in and by tis ath 

ar. 


the evil has been here computed on a ſuppo- 
me ampenk of this moncy will be nammdla | 


to paſs Mr. Wood's Coil x. 161 


are meant and intended to be current and lawful money 
or monies of England, and that all and every of the fame, 
he therefire demanded, received, paid and ſatisfied accord- 


z theſe adds it is manifeſt, that the collectors are ob- 
liged to receive the ſeveral duties ariſing from the cuſtom 
and exciſe, in no other but ſuch as is current and 
lawful money of England; and Mr. Wood's half-pence 
and farthings not being current or lawful money in Eng- 
land, or in this kingdom, if this patent is obligatory on 


them to receive payments in this coin, it is contrary to 
Acts of parliament, and therefore void in itſelf. 


And if the ſeveral collectors of his majeſty's revenue in 
this kingdom ſhould receive the (aid duties, or any part 
of them, in Mr Wood's braſs money, it would be aſſum 
ing to themſelves a power to diſpenſe with thoſe acts of 
parliament, contrary to the ſenſe of both houſes of parlia- 
ment, and contrary to their reſpective o2ths ; ſo that it 
ſeems highly reaſonable, becauſe conſonant to law, that 
the officers of the revenue, ſhould give orders to the inferior 
officers, not to receive this coin. | „ 

Perhaps it will be ſaid, that the king hath a power to 


direct what coin he pleaſes to he received by the officers 


of his revenue, and that this patent is in conſequence of 


ſuch a prerogative. But it is to hoped that this doc- 
trine will never be maintained, in tavour of a coin, to 


which the whole nation, as .vell in parliament aſſembled, 
- — their private capacities, have ſhewed a general diſ- 
ike. 

Moreover, as this caſe ſtands circumſtanced, it is a 
great queſtion whether his majeſty hath ſuch a diſpenſ- 
ing power: for though ir ſhould be allowed, that his ma- 
jelty might direct th. r- ceipt of his own revenue in what 


coin he pleaies; yet it is moſt certain, that his maj 


does not intend to inforce the currency of Wood's mo- 


ney among any of bis ſubjects, much leſs doth bis ma- 


jeity intend to oblige thoſe, who are entitled by act of 

parliament to be paid in current money of Eng: and, to 
receive this tnoncy of Mr. Wood's. 85 

And it is plain, that by the act of exciſe, there are ſe- 

veral fines, peralties and forfeituros, which by virtue of 

that act, are to be received in current money of Rags, 
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and to half thoſe fer, firfeiturer and peraltier, the in- 
| formers ae indie by e r lod af ſo that if 
officers 


ſhould be to receive them in braſs 
money, the informers mult neceſſarily loſe the benefit of 
the ſaid act I. Lern 


of Ireland; 1e that 7 
EE 


f parliament ? and that it was an unpre- 


pt, at leaſt in this reign, will be readily 


allowed ; therefore all the repreſentations made of the 


5 ſtate of Ireland, in order to obtain this patent, may with 


great truth be called zotorious miſrepreſentations. 


Bat it has been ſaid, that his majeſty cannot proceed 


againſt the pat: ntee, bur according to the known rules 
and inaxims of law and juſtice : and God forbid that any 
exo-of this bingions, eonds advite bis majeſty to ſubvert 
or diſpenſe with any of our laws. Mp paar of the ad- 
dreſſes from the houſes of parliament of Ireland, has the 
this way. 


veral officers intruſted with the receipt of his majeſty: 
revenue, that they do not, an pretence whatſcever, 


an — balf- — 5 and farthings : yet, i, his majeſty 
\ ea — to have given orders, - 
— humble of his people of Ireland ; itis 


humbly conceived that this would have been only an af. 


firmance of the law of the land, as hath been ſaid, and 


not any way contrary to law. 


For though his majeſty, by bis patent under the gre 


feal of 9 wills, requires, and commands his 
Lieutenant, 


4 


FrF Nr Ss 


For though the houſe of commons, in their ſecond al- 
dreſs to his majeſty, mf humbly bejeech his majeſty that | 
be will be gracicuſly pleaſed to give direftions to the fe. 


* 


2 


7 


Jar 


l 


381. 1 


bvert 


Jiewtenant, 
of bis kingdom 
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to paſs Mr. Woop's Cors. 1563 


ar other chief governor or governors 
Ireland, and all other «fficers and mini- 
frers of his majeſty, his heirs and jucceſſors in England, 
Ireland, or eljewhere, to be aiding and aſſiſting to the ſaid 
William Wood, his executors, etc. in the execution of 


Aſhort 


164 ] 
A ſhort VIE w of the Starz of IxRLAub. 
Written in the year 1727. 


1 Am aſſured that it hath for ſome time been practiſ. 
ed as a method of making men's court, when they 
are aiked about the rate of lands, the abilities of tenants, 
the ſtate of trade and manufacture in this kingdom, and 
ho their rents are paid, to anſwer, that in their neigh. 
bourhood all things are in a flouriſhing condition, the rent 
and purchaſe of land every day encreaſing. And if a gen- 
tleman happen to be a little more ſincere in his repreſen. 
tations; beſides being looked on as not well affected, he 
is ſure to have a dozen contradictors at his elbow. I think 
it is no manner of ſecret, why theſe queſtions are ſo wr- 
 dially aſked, or ſo obligingly anſwered. | Fe 

Bur fince with regard to the affairs of this kingdom I 
have been uſing all endeavours to ſubdue my indignation; 
to which indeed I am not provoked by any perfonal in · 
tereit, not being the owner of one ſpot of ground in the 
whole iſand; 1 ſhall only enumerate by rules generally 
known and never contradicted, what are the true cauſes 
of any country's flouriſhing and growing rich; and then 
examine what effects ariſe from tlioſe « aulcs in the king- 
dom of Ircland. | | 
Tue firſt cauſe of a kingdom's thriving is, the fruitful- 
neſs of the foil to produce the neceſſaries and convenien- 
ces ot life; not only ſufficient for the inhabitants, but fur 
exportation int „u er countries. | | 

The fcc. is, c 1d {lry of the people, in working 
up all their native con dities to the laſt degree of ma- 
nufacture. 
The third is, the canveniency of ſafe ports and havens = 
to carry out their own gods much manufactured, and 
bring in thoſe f others as littie m nu actured, as the na- 
ture of mutual commerce will all »w. ol 

The fourth is, that the natives thou!d, as much 5 


ND, 


uitful- 


bur fur 


ſo many grievous impoveri 
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own timber, made in tueir own country. 


The fifth is, the privilege of a free trade in all foreign 
countries, which will permit them, except thoſe, who 


are in war with their own prince o: late 


The fixth is, by being governed cniy by laws made 


with their own conſent ; for otherwiſe they are not a free 


people. And therefore all appeals for juitice, or appli- 
cations for favour or preferment, to another country, are 

is. 7 
The ſeventh is, by improvement of land, encourage- 


ment of agriculture, and thereby encreaſing the number 
of their people; without which any country, however 
_ bleſſed by nature, mult continue poor. 


The eighth is, the reiidence of the prince, or chief 
adminiſtrator of the civil power. | 5 
The ninth is, the concourſe of foreigners for educati- 
on, curioſity, or pleaſure; ©: as to a general mart of 
trade wy 

The tenth is, by diſpoſing all offices of honour, pro- 
fit or truſt only to the natives; or at leaſt with very few 


exceptions, where ſtrangers have long inhabited the coun- 


try, and are ſuppoſed to underſtand and regard the inte- 


keſt of it as their own. : 


The eleventh is, when the rents of lands, and profits 
of employments, are ſpent in the country which produc- 
ed them, and not in another; the former cf which will 


certainly happen, here the love cf our native country 
prev ails. 


The rwellth is, by the public revenues being all ſpent 
and employed at home, except on the occaſions of a fo- 


_ reign war. | | 


The thirteenth is, where the people are not obliged, 
unlets they find it for thei own intereſt or coarcateucy, 
tu 1CCLIVE any monies, except of their own cumage by a 
public mint after the manner df ai! civilized nations. 

The fourteenth is, a diipoſttion of ihe people ef a coun- 
try to wear their Own manutacturcs, and import as few 
menements to luxury either in cloaths, furniture, food, 
or drink, as they poſfibly ca live convemenily witheu:, 

Ther: ace mary other cadles of a nation's thrivir g, 
Willch J at preſent cannot recolled; but without advan- 


tage 
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age from atleaſt ſome of theſe, after 
time, I am not able to diſcover from whence our 


wealth proceeds, and therefore would gladly be bene 
In the mean time I will here examine, what 


ſhare falls to Ireland of theſe cauſes, or of the ef and 


conſequences. 
tenant nx 


is allewed, that © men who Ke in » fury honk, fe 


from help, is not wiſe in endeavouring to acquire in the 
neighbourhood the reputation of being 1 

thoſe, who come for gold, = 6aef Th pore en 
brafs, rather than return empty : and in the common 
practice of the world thoſe, who moſt wealth, 


make the leaſt ; which they to others, who 


have nothing elſe to bear them out in ſhewing their faces 


4 a nation's riches, being the fer- 
ulity of the ſoil, as well as temperature of ciimate, we 
have no reaſon to complain ; for although the quantity 
of unprofitable land in this kingdom, reckoning bogg and 
rock and barren mountain, be double in proportion to 

what it is in England; yet the native productions, which 
both kingdoms deal in, are very near an equality in point 
of goodneſs, and might with the ſame encouragement be 
as wel] manufactured. I except mines and minerals; in 


ſome of which however we are only detective in point 


of fkill and induſtry. 

In the ſecond, which is the induſtry of the people, our 
misfortune is not altogether owing to our own fault, but 
to a million of diſcouragements. 


The conveniency of ports and havens, which natwe 
hath beſt»wed fo liberally on this kingdom, is ot no more 


uſe to us, than a beautiful proipeci to a man ſhut up in 


a dungeon. 

As to ſhipping of its un, Ireland is fo utterly unpro- 
vided, that of all the excellent timber cut down within 
theſe fitty or fix:'y years it can hardly be faid, that the 
nation have received the benchit of one valuable hou c to 
dell in, or one ſhip to trade with. 

Ireland is the only kingdom | ever heard or read 6 
either in ancient or modern ſtory, Which was 2 the 

Ay 


turning my thoughn 
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land; which, with che profit of employ .nenis, penſions, 
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liberty of exporting their native .ommodities and manu- 
mg bigh > they pleated, except to countries at 
war with their own prince or fiate: yer this privilege, by 
the ſuperiority of were power, is retuſed us in the moſt 
momentous parts of commerce; befides an act of naviga- 
tion, to which we never 3 | 


us, and rigoroaſly executed; and a thouſand other un- 


exampled circumſtances, as grievous as they are invidi- 
ous to mention. To go on to the reſt. 

It is too well known, that we are forced to obey ſome 
laws we never conſented to; which is a condition I muſt 
not call by its true uncontroverted name, for fear of lord 
Chief-juſtice Whirſhed's ghoſt, with his bertas et natale 
ſilum, t written for a motto on his coach, as it ſtood at 
the door of the court, while he was perjuring himſelf to 
betray both. Thus we are in the condition of patients, 
who have phyfic ſent them by dottors at 2 diſtance, 
ſtrangers to their conſtitution and the nature of their diſ- 
eaſe : and thus we are forced to pay five 3 
cent. to decide our properties: in all which we have like - 


wiſe the honour to be diſtinguiſhed from the wh-!e race 


As o the improvement of land ; thoſe few who at- 
tempt that or planting, through covetouineſs or want of 


| kill, generally leave things worſe than they were; neither 


ſucceeding in trees nor hedges ; and by running into the 


fancy of grazing, after the manner of the Scythians, are 


every day depopulating the country. 

We are ſo far from having a king to reſide among us, 
that even the viceroy is generally abicnc four-fitths of his 
time in the government. | E 

No ſtrangers from other countries make this a part of 


their travels; where they can expect to ſee nothing but . | 


ſcenes of miſery and delolation. 3 
The, who have the misfortune to be born here, have 


che leaſt title to any conſiderable employment; to v kich 


they are ſeidom preferred, but upon a political eonſder- 


ation. 


One- dl ird part of the rents of Ixclan & is ſpent in Eng- 


appeals, 
Liberty and my native country. | | 
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appeals, journies of leaſure or heal:h, education at the 
inns of court and bork univerſities, remittances at plex 
ſure, the pay of all ſuperior officers in the army and 
other incidents, will amount to a full half of the income 
of the whole kingdom, all clear profit to England, | 
We are denied the liberty of coining gold, filver, or 
even copper. In the Iſle of Man 9 their own 
ſilver : every petty prince, vaſſal to the emperor, can 
coin what money he pleaſeth. And in this, as in moſt of 
the articles already mentioned, we are an exception to all 
others ſtates or monarchies, that were ever known in the 
As to the laflf or fourteenth article, we take ſpecial 
care to act diametrically contrary to it in the whole courſe 
of our lives. Both ſexes, but eſpecially the women, de- 
ſpiſe and abhor to wear any of their own manufactures, 
even thoſe which are better made than in other countries; 
particularly a ſort of filk plaid, through which the work- 
men are forced to run a kind of gold thread that it may 
paſs for Indian. Even ale and potatoes are imported 
from England, as well as corn; and our foreign trade is 
little more, than importation of French wine, for which 
I am rold we pey ready money. © 
Now, it all this be true (upon which I could eaſily en- 


it is, that we grow a rich and flouriſhing people without 
liberty, trade, manufactures, inhabitants, money, or the 
privilege of coining ; without induſtry, labour, or in- 


large) | would be glad to know, by what ſecret method ; 


provement of land; and with more than halt the rentand = 


profits of the whole 724977 annually exported, for 
Which we receive not a ſingle farthing: and to make up 
all this, nothing worth mentioning, except the linen of 

the Noith, a trade caſual, corrupted and at mercy ; and 
ſome butter from Corke. If we do flourith, it muſt be 
againſt every law of nature and reaſon ; like the thorn at 
Olaſtenbury, that blofl.ins in the midſt of winter. 

Let the worthy c-m:/iarers, who come from Eng- 
land, ride round the kingdom, and oble;ve the face of 
nature, or the face of the natives; the improvement of 
the land; the thriving numerous plantations; the noble 
woods; the abundance and vicinity of cduntry feats; the 
commodious farmers houſes and barns; the towns and 
85 | & village 


villages, where every body 


= FE RAPP 


families of farme 
i e or ſtocking to their feet, or a houſe ſo convenient as 
nn Engliſh hog-fty to receive them. Theſe indeed may 


blood, and vitals, and cloaths, and dwellings 
_ nant+, who live worſe than Engliſh 
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is buſy, and thriving with all 
kind of manufactures ; the ſhops full of goods wrought 
to perfection, and filled with cuſtomers; the comforta- 
dle diet and dreſs, and dwellings of the people; the vaſt 
numbers of ſhips in our harbours ard docks, and ſhip- 
wrights in our ſea- port tons; the roads crouded with 
carriers, laden with rich manufactures ; the perpetual 
concourſe to and fro of pompous equipages. 

Wich what envy and adnuration would thoſe gentle- 
men return from ſo delightful a ? what glorious 


reports would they make, when they went back to Eng- 
land ? | 


1 But my heart is too heavy to continue this irony long- 
erz; for it is manifeſt, that whatever ſtranger took ſuch 
* 


Lapland or He- land, rather than in a country fo favoured 


journey, would be apt to think himſelf travelling in 


by nature as ours, both in fruitfulneſs of foil, and tem · 
perature of climate. The miſerable dreſs, and diet, and 
dwelling of the people ; the general defolation in moſt 
parts of the kingdom ; the old ſeats of the nobility and 
gentry all in ruins, and no new ones in their ſtead : the 
rs, who pay great rents, living in fiith 
upon butter. milk and „ without a 


be comfortable fights to an Engliſh ſpectator; who 
comes for a ſhort time, only to learn the language. and re- 
turns back to his own country, whither he finds all our 
D Noftra miſeria magna e. 

There is not one argument uſed to prove the riches of 


Ireland, which is not a logical demonſtration of its pover- 


ty. The rife of our rents is ſqueezed out of the very 
s of the te- 
The low. 
nels of intereſt, in all other countries a ſign of wealth, is 
in us a proof of miſery : there being no trade to ewpl 
any borrower. Hence alone comes the dearneſs of "4s þ 
lince the ſavers have no other way to lay out their mo- 
ney : hence the dearneſs of neceflarics for life: becauſe 
Vor. III. II the 


170 A SHORT VIEW OF THE 
the tcnar.is cannot afford to pay ſuch extravagant rates 
tor land, (which they muſt take or go a begging) with- 
out railing the price of cattle, and of corn, although them. 
 te!ves ſhould live upon chaff. Hence our increaſe of 
| buildings in this city ; becauſe workmen have nothing 
to do but to employ one another, and one half of them 
are infallibly undone. Hence the daily increaſe of bl. 
ers, who may be a neceſſary evil in a trading country, 
but ſo ruinous in ours; who for their private 
have ſent away all our ſilver, and one third of our gold; 
ſo that within three years paſt the running caſh of the 
nation, which was about five hundred thouſand pound:, 
is now leſs than two, and muſt daily diminiſh, unleſs we 
have liberty to coin, as well as that important kingdom, 
the iſle of Man, and the meaneſt princrpality in the Ger- 
man empire, as I before obſerved. 
Il have ſometimes thought, that this paradox of the 
rowing rich is chiefly owing to thoſe worthy 
— the BANKERS ; who, except ſome cuſtom. 
houſe officers, birds of paſſage, opprettive thrifty *iquires, 
and a few others who ſhall be nameleſs, are the only 
_ thriving people among us: and I have ofrerPwiſhed, thi 


a law weve enacted to hang up half a dozen bankers eve. 


221 and thereby interpoſe at leaſt ſome ſhort delay 
to the further ruin of Ireland. 


Ye are idle, ye are idle, anſwered Pharaoh to the I. 
raclites, when they complained to his majeſty, that they 
| were forced to make bricks without ſtraw: | 
England enjoys every one of thoſe advantages for en- 


riching a nation, which | have above enumerated ; and | 


into the bargain, a good million returned to them every 
vear without labour or hazard, or one farthing value re- 
ceived on our ſide: but how Jong we ſhall be able tocon- 
tinue the payment, I am not under the leaſt concern. 


One thing | know, that a hen the hen is Arved to death, 


there wil! be no more gulden eggs. 
Ichink it a little unh. ſpitable, and others may call i 


a ſubtil piece of malice, that becauſe there may be 2 


. families in this town able to entertain their Eng- 
liſh friends in a generous manner at their tables, their 


gueſts upon their return to England ſhall report, that 
we wallow in riches and luxury. 


Vet, 


32 11188 Dag. 
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Yet, I confefs, I have known an hoſpital, where all 
the houſhold officers grew rich ; while the poor, for 
whoſe fake it was built, were almoſt ſtarving for want of 


To conclude : if —_— a Mi 5 
kingdom, its wealth and proſperity m owing to 
certain cauſes, that are yet concealed from the whole race 
of mankind; and the effects are equally inviſible. We 


need not wonder at ſtrangers, when they deliver ſuch 


; but a native and inhabitant of this kingdom, 
who gives the ſame verdict, muſt be either ignorant to 
ſtupidity, or a man- pleaſer at the expence of all honour, 
conſcience, and truth. * EE 


* The preſent fate of Ireland || is, in general, as flouriſhing as 


pofũble. = yg is cultivated : arts and ſciencesare encourag- 
ed; and in 


ſpace of eighteen years, which is almoſt the full time 
that I have known it, no kingdom can be mere improved, Ireland, 
in relation of England, may be compared to a younger fiſter lately 


come of age, after having ſuffered all the miſerics of an injured mi- 


nor, ſuch as law-ſuits, incroachments vpon her property, violation of 


ber rights, deſtruction of her tenants, and every evil that can be 
named. At length, time, and her on noble ſpirit of induſtry, have 


entirely relieved her, and, ſome little heart-burnings excepted, ſue 


enjoys the quiet poſſeſſion of a very ample fortune, ſubject, by wav 


of acknowledgment, to certain quit-rents, payable to the elder 
dranch of her houſe. Take ber all in all, ſhe cannot have a gfeater 
17. | 
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An Answez to a paper, called, 4 memorialof 


the paor inhabitants, iradeſi — and Labore 


of the kingdom of Treland. 


Written in the year 1728. 


Iden ppe aper from you, whoever you are, print- 


ed without any name of author or printer; and ſent, 
I ſuppoſe, to me among others without any particular 


diſtinction. It contains a complaint of the dearneſs of 
corn; and foie ſchemes for making it cheaper, which] 


cannot approve of. 
But pray permit me, before I go further, to give you 


a ſhort 1 of the ſteps, by which we arrived at this 


ul ſitua tion. 
t was indeed the ſhameful practice of too many Iriſh 


nom to wear ou: their ground with ploughing ; while 


either through poverty, lazineſs or 2 they nei- 
ther took care to manure it as they ought, nor gave time 


to any part of the land — I; and when their 
leaſes are near expiring, being aſſured chat tneir landlords 
would not renew, they ploughed even the meadows, and 


made ſuch havock, that many landlords were conkder- 
able ſufferers by it. F 
This gave birth to that ebominable race of graziers, 


who upon expiration of the farmers leaſes were ready to 


engrols great quantities of land; and the gen:iemen hav- 
ing been betore oiten ill paid, and their land wore out of 
heart, were too caſily tempted, when a rich grazier made 


an offer to take all ricir land, and give them tecuri:y for 


payment. Thus a vail tract of land, where twenty or 
rhurty tarmers lived, together with their cottagers and 


+ This pradticc e probably a the penal clauſes to prohibit 
ploughing, mentioned in the prop:ſol for the univerſal uſe of Irifþ vans · 
Jolloes. Hou tefe. 
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ers 


himſelf the livelihood of an hundred people. 


| Beep, or Hack cattle, or both. With. regard to Hp, as 
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labourers in their ſeveral cabins, became all deſolate, and 
eaſily managed by one or two herdſmen and their boys; 


It muſt be confeſſed, that the farmers were juſtly pu- 
; for to 


2 
Ta 


7 


ing, is 
might 
their leaſes: 
their lands, was a moſt ſtupid want of thinking. + 
Had the farmers been confined to plough a certain 
2 with a ty of ten pounds an acre 
whatever they exceeded, and farther limĩted for the 
laſt all this evil had 


f 


hundred 

For a f trade, to manage 
* 
things as they can neither export nor manufacture to ad- 
that a nid Indian would be 


eſpecially when we add, that we are con- 
tent to purchaſe this hopeful commerce by ſending td 
foreign markets for our daily bread. 

The grazier's employment is to feed great flocks of 


folly is uſually accompanied with perverſeneſs, io it is 
here. . ſo monſtrous to deal in a com- 
modity, (further than for our own uſe) which we are 
not allowed to export manufactured, nor even unmanu- 
factured, but to one certain co 


call Jlack cattle, producing hides, tallow, and 


cæconomy, of which I have no com 
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of beep for his enemies: but we hall never be ſoder, un- : 


til we have the ſame way of thinking. 
he other part of the graziers buſineſs 


: all which are good and uſeful com: 
But it ſeems, the great 
want of dart to + 


peculiar and diſtinguiſhed piece of public 


I know very well that our anceſtors the Scythians, and 
their poſterity our kinſmen the Tartars, lived upon the 


blond and milk and raw fleſh of their cattle, without one 


| grain of corz, but I confeis myſelf ſo degenerate, that] 
en not enfy without dad to my victuals. 


What amazed me fer a week or two, was to ſee, in 


this prodigious plenty of cattle, and dearth of human crea- 
4ures, and want of bread, as well as money to buy it, that 
all kind of fab meat ſhould be monſroully dear, beyond 
what was ever known in this kingdom. — 


defect in the lawe, that there was not ſome 


think, chat the whole kingdom is over - ſtocked with cat- 
tle, both black and bite: and as it is obſerved, that the 


poor Fif have a vanity to be rather owners of two lean | 


cows, than one fat, although with double the charge of 


grazing, and but half the quantity of milk ; ſo I conceive 


it much more difficult at preſent to find a fat bulbeb or 
eveather, than it would is if half of them were fairly 
knocked on the head : ine that the diſtrid 
in the ſeveral markets, called carrion-row, is as 


as the poor can deſire; only the ciccumttance of m 
zarchaſe it, and of trade, or labour, to purchaſe that a 


are indeed whoily wanting. hw 


SLPESSLEST 
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Gn , as well as bread: dur] nas wghl 
to have gueſſed out the reaſon: in ſhort, I am apt to 


f ET: 


— 


x 


London: they ſaid, when any commodity 
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Now, Sir, to return more particularly to you, and 
e hundred thouſand barrels of wheat, you ſay, ſhould | 
be imported hither ; and ten thouſand pounds premium 


to the importers. Have you looked into the puri e of the 
nation? I am no commiſſioner of the treaſury; but am 


well aſſured, that the whole running caſb would not ſup- 


ply you with a ſum to purchaſe ſo much cerx, which, on- 


| ly at twenty ſhillings @ barrel, will be a hundred thou- 


land pounds; and ten thouſand more for the premium. 
But you will tram̃e for your corn with other goods: and 
where are thoſe goods ? If you had them, they are all 
engaged to pay the rents of a4/entees, and other occaſions, 
in London, beſides a huge balance of trade this year a- 
gainſt us. Will foreigners take our bankers 71 


luppoſe, they will value it at little more than ſo much a 
quire. Where are theſe rich farmers and ingroſers of corn, 


in ſo bad a year, and fo linle ſowing ? 

Yau are in pain for two ſhillings premium, and forget 
the twenty ſhillings for the price ; me out the latter, 
and I will engage for the former. = | 

Vour ſcheme for a tax for raiſing ſuch a ſum is all vi- 
fionary, and owing to a great want of knowlege in the 
miſerable ſtate of this natiun. Tea, coffee, ſugar, ſpices, 
wine, and foreign chaths, are the particulars you menti- 
on, upon which this tax ſhould be raiſed. I will allow 


_ the two firſt ; becauſe they are unwholeſome ; and the 
laſt, becauſe I ſhou'd be glad if they were all burned; 


but | beg you will leave us our wine to make us a while 
forget our miſery ; or give your tenants leave to x 


ur barky. But Iwill tell you a fecret, which I learned 


many years ago from the eommiſhoners of — | 

to ; 
taxed above a moderate rate, the conſequence was to leſ- 
len that branch of the revenue by one half; and one of 
thoſe gentlemen pleaſantly told me, that the miſtake of 
parliaments on ſuch occ: was owing to an error of 
computing two and two to make four ; whereas in the 
bulineſs ot laying Scary impoſitions two and two never 
made more than one; which happens by leſſening the 
import, and the ſtrung temptation of running ſuch goods 


2 paid high duties, at leaſt in this kingdom. Although 


the 
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the women are as vain and extravagant as their lover 
or their huſbands can deſerve, and the men are fond e. 


nough of wine, yet the number of both, who can afford 
fack expences, is ſo ſmall, that the major part muſt re. 


fuſe gratifying themſelves, and the duties will rather be 


leſſened aging 3 
argument; yet ſo preternatural a ſum, as one hundred 
and ten thouſand pounds, raiſed all on a ſudden, (for 
there is no dallving with hunger) is juſt-in on 
with raiſing a million and a half in England; which as. 
Tou are concerned how 

be in foreign parts to hear, that the poor were ſtarvi 
in a RICH country, c. Are you incarneſt ? is 


the rich country you mean ? or are you inſulting our -: 


verty ? were you ever out of Ireland ? or were you ever 
In 1t till of late? you may probably have a good em- 
ployment, and are ſaving all you can to purchaſe a 
eſtate in England. But by talking ſo familiarly of one 
hundred and ten thouſand pounds by a tax upon a few 
commedities, it is plain, you are either naturally or affect- 
 edly ignorant of our condition; or elſe you 
would know and allow, that ſuch a ſum is not to berail- 
ed here, without a general exciſe ; ſince, in proportion to 
our wealth, we pay already in taxes more than En 

ever did in the height of the war. And when you hare 
brought over your corn, who will be the buyers? Moſt 


certainly, not the poor, who will not be ale to purchale , 


** part of it. ES 
Sir, upon the whole, your paper is a very piece, 
liable — 9 ang wo there are lines; but, I think 
your meaning is good, and ſo far you are pardonable. 
Ii you will propoſe a general contribution for ſupport 
ing the poor in potatoes and butter mill, till the new corn 
comes in, perhaps you may ſucceed better; becaulethe 
thing at leaſt is poſſible : and, I think, if our brethren in 
England would contribute upon this emergency, out of 
the million they gain from us every year, they would do 


a piece of juſtice as well as charity. In the mean time g 


go and preach to your own tenants to fall to the plough 


as fall as they can; and prevail with your neighbouring 


ſtrange and ſurprizing it would 
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to do the ſame with theirs ; — 
of having driven away half the inhabitants 
— aig. For as to your ſcheme of raifing on 
hundred and ten thauſand pounds, it 1s as vain as 
which was to ſqueeze out wind from the poſ- 


teriors of a dead aſs. 
But, why all this concern for the poor? We want 


r is now managed; they may fol- 


low thouſands of their leaders, and ſeek their bread a- 
has no work, one family can 
do the buſineſs of fifty, and you may ſend away tae 


other forty-nine. An admirable piece of huſbandry, ne- 


ver known or practiſed by the wiſeſt nations, who er- 


roneouſly thought people to be the riches of a country. 


If ſo wretched a [tate of things would allow it, me- 
thinks I could have a malicious pleafure, after all the 


warning I have in vain given the public at my own peril 
for ſeveral years paſt, to ſee the conſequences and events 


in every particular. I pretendto no 


what I write was little more than "what I bad diſcouried 
to ſeveral perſons, who were generally of my opinion: 
„that 
ſuch effects muſt needs follow. from ſuch cauſes. A tair 
iſlue ol 
ſiced the public to fury, and others to ambition; while a 


ſpirit of faction and oppreſſion reigned in every part of 


and it was obvious to every common un 


things begun upon party rage, while ſome facri- 


the country, where gen:lemen, initead. of conſulting the 
eaſe of their tenants or cultivating their lands, were wor- 


rying one another upon points of whig and tory, of bigh- 
church and w-church ; which no more — 2 — 


than TTT 


while agriculture was wholly diſcouraged, and 


quently half the farmers and labourers, and poorer trade 


men, forced to beggary or baniſhment : wiſdom crieth 
in the ſtreets; becauje I have called on you ; I have 


ſtretched aut my hand, and no man regarded. But je have = 


{ct at —_ all my —_— and woald none of my ”—_— 
E- 


$ A piece of leather paſted on wood to be uſed with a certain 
powder, for the p 


tors eagerly contended, Howksſ 


and excelicn.c of which 1everal competi- 
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1 lf will agh at your calamity, and mack when uu fur 
EE a and 


ger, and as of a country, which is left at li to en- 
re make the beſt of thoſe 
y 


antages which God hath given it in ſoil, climate, and | 


{1: uation. 


But having lately ſent out a paper, 
view of the fate of Ireland; and hearing nn 


that ſome people think I 4 . the memory of the 


late Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſhed with an appearance of 
leverity : ſince I may not 


do it here: laying 
which I ſu 
creature of 1 
nour to be agre 


of virtue than HE. 1 — thus; whether there be tuo 


it therefore down for a 
zfe will be univerſally granted, that no Ati 
— 


different goddeſſes called Fame, as ſome authors con- 


tend, or only one goddeſs founding two different trum- 
pets, it is certain, that people d:ſtingniſhed for their oil- 
te have as gent « Glo 0 AN nes os trun- 
pet, as thoſe who are moſt renowned for their virtue, 

have from the other; and have equal reaſon to complain 


if it be refuſed them. And accordingly the names of the 


moſt celebrated profiigates have been > facthfally tranſmit- 
ed down to poſterity. And although the perſon here un- 
derſtood acted his part in an obſcure corner of the world; 
vet his talents might have ſhone with luſtre enough in 
the nobleſt ſcene. 


As to my naming a perſon dead, the plain honeſt tea. 
ſon is the beſt. He —— with power and will to 


da miſchief, even where he was not provoked, as appear- 
ed by his proſecuting two printers, one to death, and 
| both to ruin, who bad neither offended God, nor the 
king, nor him, nor che public. 

What an encouragement to vice is chis ? Ifan i!] man 
be alive, and in power, we dare not attack him, and it 
he be weary of the world, or of his own villanies, he 
has nothing 10 do but die, and then his reputation is fate. 
For theſe excelent caſuiſts know juſt /atin —_— 


3 


«uſe your miſtakes, fince you appear to write as a lin. 


have another oppor. 
tunity of explaining myſelf in that particular, I chuſeto 
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to his country, and to all kinds 


Da 


1 


R 


v»- 


-- 


* 


eicher have obliged them to hold their 
— 1 > ink The only crime of charg- 


7 


think it hard, if their memory be 


poſſible may be falſe, that man is a ſlanderer ; Hie 
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lave heard a moſt fooliſh precept, that de mortuis nil ni 
_ fo that if Socrates, and Anytus his accuſer, had 


to die her, the charity of ſurvivors muft 
happened toget 3 


ing the dead is, when the leaſt doubt remains whether 
the accuſation betrue ; but when men are openly aban- 
doned, and loſt to all ſhame, they have no reaſon to 


or otherwiſe publiſheth any thing, which it is 
oft, hunc ut, Romane, caveto. Even the leaſt miſrepre- 
ſentation, or aggravation of facts, deſerves the ſame cen- 
fare in ſome degree: but in this caſe I am quite deceiv- 


ed, if my error hath not been on the ſide of extenuation. 


I have now preſent before me the idea of ſome per- 
ſans, (I know not in what part of the world) who ſpend 
every moment of their lives, and every turn of their 


thoughts while they are awake, (and probably of their 


dreams while they ſlee p) in the moſt deteſtable actions 
and deſigns z who delight in ai/chief, ſcandal, and ola 
uh, with the hatred and contempt of all mankind againſt 
them ; but chiefly of thoſe among their own party, and 
their own family; ſuch, whoſe odious gra/ties rival each 
other for perfection; avarice, brutality, faction, pride, ma- 
lice, treachery, noiſe, impudence, dulneſi, ignorance, vanity, 
and revenge, contending every moment for ſapenoricy in 
their breaſts, Such creatures are not to be reformed ; 
neither is it 12 or ſafe to attempt a reformation. 
Vet, although their memories will rat, there may be 
tome benefits tor their ſurvivors, to ſmell it while 18 12 
rettixg. In . | : | 
Jan, SIR, 
Dublin, March TI 
25, 1728. A. . 


Anytus one of the wretches who accuſed Sccr: tc. of cnn 


mainz the gois, ao endeacuuring to ſubvert heruizica 0 in 
"Urry, Hir. 


reproached. Whoever 
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A VmoicaTion of his Excellency Joan Lord 
Carteret, from the charge ot favouring 
none but Tories, High- churchmen, and Jaco- 


Written in the year 1730. 


order to treat this important ſubje@ with the great- 


venient to give ſome gecount of his exce/lency ; in whoſe 
life and character there are certain particulars, which 
might give a very juſt ſuſpicion of ſome truth in the ac- 
cuſation he lies under. | 
He is deſcended from two noble, antient and moſt 1oy- 
al families, the Carterets, and the Granvilles : too much 
diſtinguiſhed, I confeſs, for what they ated, and what 


they ſuffered in defending the former conſtitution in 


church and ſtate under king Charles the martyr ; I mean 


that very prince, on account of whofe martyrdom @ form 


of prayer, with faſting, vas enjoined by ad of parlia- 


ment to be uſed on the 30th duy of January every year, 


W implore the mercies of God, that the guilt of that =. 
2 | | | _ 


+ The view of this piece ſeems to be to r:commend moderation, 


and laugh political bigotry out of countenance, Hamwkeſ. | 

In this piece the failings of the noble Lori, arifing from the pre- 
judices of great tajents and a learned education, are finely diſplayed 
with infinite wit and humour. However, indeed, there is couched 


here abund ance of fatite. PF;forides, that poor, angry, buſiling mor 


t l, he treats with all imaginable contempt : but in his ſatire againſt 
Traulus he ſpares not to draw b lood at every ftrok: ; the former part 


of which is bitter l farcaftic, and the latter as bitterly ironical, His 
account of Ageſilaus being caught by the par fr perih ri01gg on 


a hobby- horſe with his chiluren, aud tom other touches of the ike 
ſort, are truly di. Citi - D. <a e. | 


> >>> 
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eſt fairneſs and impartiality, perhaps it may be con- 
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| ls innocent blood might not be viſited an us or our poſ- 


1 
5 
fe 
ch 
C- EE | 
bol his univerſity acquirements and diſpoſitions. 
4 | I 0o this another misfortune was added, that it pleaſed 1 
1 God to endow him with great natural talents, memory, 
_ judgment, comprehenſion, el , and wit ; and, to 
— _ finiſh the work, ail theſe were fortified even in his youth | 
an with the advantages received by ſuch employments, as 
— are beſt fitted both to exerciſe and poliſh the gifts of na- 
la- ng been ambaſſador in ſeveral 
Ws courts, when his age would hardly allow him to take a 
Ja- degree incipal ſecretary of ſtate at a pe- 
red riod, when, according to cuſtom, he ought to have been 
buſied in Ry ——_— or in 
other amuſements equally laudable and epidemic among 
jon, perſons of honour. MM 8 | 
[ cannot omit another weak fide in his excellency. 
— For it is known, and can be proved upon him, that 
ched Greek and Latin books might be found every day in his g 
nor. dteſſing· room, if it were carefully ſearched ; and there is | 
— reaſon to ſuſpect, that ſome of the ſaid books have been 
= privately conveyed to him by tory hands. I am likewiſe 
g on "| aſſured, that he hath been taken in the very fact of read- 
ke ing the faid books, even in the midſt of a ſeſſion, to the 


great neglect of public affairs. | 7 
1 own, there may be ſome grounds for this charge; 
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becauſe I have it from good hands, that when his excel. 
lency is at dinner with one or two ſcholars at his elbows, 
he grows a molt unſupportable and unintelligible com- 
panion to all the fine gentlemen round the table. 
I «cannot deny, that his excellency lies under another 
very great diſadvantage. For with all the accompliſh- 
ments above-mentioned, adding that of a molt comely 
and graceful perſon, and during the prime of youth, ſpi- 
rits, and vigour, he hath in a moſt unexemplary manner 
led a regular domeſtic life ; diſcovers a great efteem, and 
friendſhip, and love for his dp, wile re ah 
on for his children: and when he is diſpoſed to admit 
an entertaining evening companion, he doth not always 
—_—_ reflect, whether the perſon may poſſibly in for- 
mer days have lain under the imputation of a fury; nor 


at ſuch times do the natural or afee fears of pzpery and 


the pretender make any part of the converſation : I pre- 
ſume, becauſe neither Homer, Plato, Ariltotle, or Cice- 
ro, have made any mention of them. 

Theſe I freely acknowlege to be his excellency's fail- 
ings: yet, I think it is agreed by philoſophers and di- 


vines, that ſome allowance ought to be given to human 


 Infirmity, and to the prejudices of a wrong education. 
I] am well aware, how much my ſentiments differ from 
the orthodox opinions of one or two principal patriots, at 
the head of whom I name with honour Piſtorides. For 
theſe have decided the matter directly againſt me by de- 
clarivg, that no perſon, who was ever known to lie un- 
der the ſuſpicion of one ſingle try principle, or who had 
deen once ſeen at a great man's levee in the worſt of 
_ times, | ſhould be allowed to come within the verge of 


the caſtle; much leſs to bow in the ante-chamver, appear | 


at the aſſemblies, or dance at a birth-night. However [ 
dare alert, that this maxim hath been often controlled; 
and that on the contrary, a conũderable number of early 
penitents have been received into grace, who are now an 
_ ornament, happineſs, and /zpport to the nation. 

Neither do I find any murmuring on ſome other pow 


+ The three laſt years of queen Anne, when Lo d Oxford was 
- miniſter, were ſo called by the whigz, Idi. 
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24 fo much 


tender, with the conſequences of popery and 
nothing to aſk tor themſelves, and therefore the more 


_ publiſh their thoughts in print: now I can by no means 


THE LORD CARTERET. 1833 
—— — 


1 inſtance only in one. I have not heard, that any 
T rr 
| Violante be a whig or tory in her principles; or even 
hat ſhe hath ever been offered the oaths to the govern- 
_ on the contrary, I am told, that the openly pro- 
felleth herſelf to be a bigh-flyer ; and it is not improba- 
Ele by her outlandiſh name, ſhe may alſo be a popift in 
her heart; yet we fee this illuſtrious and dangerous fe- 
male openly carciſed e both par- 
upport her in a ſplendid man- 
ner, —— 1 
or even from ſquĩire Hartly Hutcheſon himſelf, that zea- 
lus proſecutor of hawkers and libels. And, as Hobbes 
being equivalent to ſo 
much power, it may deierve ering, with what ſaf 
ſuch an inſlrument of gotmer ought to be truſted in the 
hands of an alien, who hath not given * 
fer her good affection to the gov ernment. 
| conteſs, there b ew which | could wiſh our 


ſriends would think proper to redreſs. There are 


big in this kingdom of the old faſpioned famp, of whom 
we might make very good uſe ; they bear the ſame loy- 

alty with us to the Hanoverian family in the perſon of 
king George the IId. The ſame abhorrence of the pre- 


. and 


the tame indulgence to fender confciences : but 


leiſure to think for the public, they are often apt to en- 
turtain fears, and melancholy proſpects concerning the 
kate of their country, the decay ot trade, the want of 
money, the miſerable condition of the people, with o- 
ther topics of the like nature; all which do equally con- 
cern both whig and tory : who, if they have any thing 
to loſe, mult ve cqually ſufferers. Perhaps, one or two 
of theie melancholy gentlemen will ſometimes venture 


approve our r uſual cuitom cf curling and railing at this 
ſpecies 


A fomeus katian W — 


A VINDICATION OF 
of thinkers, under the vames of tories, jacebites, 


. libellers, rebels, and the like. 
RS of that poor, 


1. 


well meaning mortal Piſtorides; 82822 


the contempt of both parties; with no other 


than a mixture of pity on one lide, and of averfion on the 


other. 
How harh he been ted, peſtered and ide 
on gl way, who prominence hi, 


4 my with the humour of a ſurgeon in 
An; kobe bios 
. 
ing of revenge as well as relief, declared to all his 
iends, that he had ſet a part one hundred guineas to 
haſe the Earl's carcaſe from the ſexton, whenever it 
ſhould dye, to make a ſkeleton of the bones, ſtuff the 
hide, and ſhew them for three pence; and thus get ven- 
geance for the injuries he had ſuffered by its owner. 
Of the like ſpirit too often is that implacable race of 
wits; againſt whom there is no defence but innocence, 
and philoſophy : neither of which is likely to be at hand; 


cure, but to down- right ſtupidity, a crazed head, or apro- 
fligate t of guilt and ſhame. 
2 

Traulus: who, although of ſome what a different ſpecies, 
yet ſeems very far to ouido even the genius of Piſtorides 
in that talent of railing without conſiſtency 
or diſcretion againſt the moſt innocent perſons, according 
to the preſent ſituation of his gall and ſpleen. I do not 
blame an honeft gentleman for the bittereſt invectives a- 


gainſt one, to whom he profeſſeth the greateſt friendſhip: 


he acts in the dark, fo as not to be diſcovered: 
bur in the midſt of careſſes, viſits, ani invitations, to 


run into the itreets, or to as public a place, and without 


the lealt pretended incitement ſputter out the baſeſt and 


falſeſt accuſations; then to wipe his mouth, come up 
ſmiling to his friend, ſhake him by the hand, and tell 


him in a whiſper, it was a!/ far bis erwice : this proczed- 
ing, I am bold to think a great failure in prudence : and 


1 am afraid left ſuch a Practitioner, „ 


apprehenſion, receiv- 
injuſtice trom the Earl of Galway, and de. 


= 4 © ea ma > 


and therefore the wounded have no where to fly for a 


one | 
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Ar 


TEETH: 


In ſuch a caſe what a ſcene would be laid open ! and, 
to drop my metaphor, what a character of our miſtaking 


provoking, inſolent and abjett ; moſt CNS 


ſome months more to his garret ; 


enormities by im 
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and b fall under the reſent- 
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2892 for his death, — and 
22 + ew of mag Ly md fer him 


of his heart, 'and ſpots 1 
e 


fricnd might an angry enemy draw and expoſe ! parti- 
ſoinconfittent with each other in the ſame breaſt : furi- 
ous and fawning, ſcurrilous and r ny $ oy 


the public for fo long ti 


like a wild beaſt through a hole ; but I hope with a ſpe- 
cial regard to the gu and quality of his nouriſhment. 
In vain would his excuſers endeavour to palliate his 


— — becauſe it is 
well known, that madneſs onl f 
enlarging the good or evil 
ee A NT Us 
perſons of honour, trurb, benevolence, and — 
virtues, which appear in their higheſt ravings, although 


| after a wild incoherent manner ; while others on the con- 


trary diſcover in every word and action the utmoſt 


baſene/s 
and depravity of human minds; which infallibly they poſ- 


ſeſſed in the ſame degree, although perhaps under a better 


regulation, before thei 
But it may be that there is an argument of 
of that zeal, which 


42 
our friend ſhews or means for our cauſe. And it muſt 
be conteiled, 1 of bis ela- 
cution, beftewed on him 6) * and cultivated ty 
continual 


186 A VINDICATION OF 
continual practice, added to the comeline/+ of his perſon, the 


; and have nothing to anſwer, but 


that, allowing it as much weight as the reader ſhall 


_ pleaſe, it hath conſtantly met with ill ſucceſs in the mouth 


of our friend; but whether for want of good luck, or 


good management, I ſuſpend my judgment. 
To return from this long digreſſion; if perſons 


in high 


_ ſtations have been allied to chuſe mwenches without re- 


uſing a companion, who may formerly have been 
ſuſpected for differing from the wars . in ſome ſpecula- 
tive opinions of perſons and things, which cannot affect 
the fundamental principles of a ſound erb- ?? 
But let me ſuppoſe a very poſſible cafe. Here 15 a 
pꝛrſon ſent to govern Ireland, whoſe unfortunate weak 
_ fide it happens to be, for ſeveral reatons above mention- 
ed, that he hath encouraged the attendance of ane or f 
gentlemen dillinguiſhed for their taite, their wit, and 
| their learning; who have taken the oaths t2 his majelty, 
and pray heartily tor him; yet becauſe they may * 


this reaſoning in the ſtrongeſt light, that 


SFAESE SETS" FD . , Mow amo 


re- 


be fi 


party; and thereby be put into a worſe condition than 


Kiilte e CREW T TIS 


deres ſo obitinately to his old arfaſbionat 
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, his excellency muſt be forced to baniſh them, un- 


every common good fellow, who may be a fincere pro- 

2 and yet rather chuſe to drink 
ale at the pope's head, than muddy at the Hug .. 

Let me then return to my ſuppoſitions. It is certain, 


joint poſſeſſion, until the Ja fate of that mas is exceed- 
ingly better than the firſt. f | 
| allow it a „that he ad- 
ke academic e- 
is human nature, that the uſual 


error in his | 


ducation ; yet ſo 


_ remedies for this evil in others have produced a contrary 


effect in him; to a degree, that I am credibly informed, 
he will, as I have already hinted, in the midcle of a ſeſſi- 
on, qu te paſſages out of Platoand Pindar at his own table, 

| to 
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bet 


1 


Fi 


II 


ehgion and high fing; whereby they 
niche carry ** through the world with that 
| » Which beſt becomes a ſenator and 2 !ſquire. 

Tcould heartily with his excellency would be morecon- 


deſcending ta the genius of the kingdom he governs; to 


the condition of the times, and to the nature of the itati- 
on he fills. Vet if it be true, what I have read in old 
Engliſh ſtory- books, that one Ageſilaus (no matter to the 
bulk of my readers whether | ſpell — 2 — 
wrong) was caught the the part ng on 
a hobby-horſe with 12 * Socrates a heathen 
philoſopher was found dancing by himſelf at fouricore ; 
that a king called Cæſar Auguſtus (or ſome ſuch name) 
uſed to play with boys, whereof ſome might poſſibly be 
ſons of tories ; and that two great men called Scipio and 
Lelius, (I forget their chriſtian names, and whether 


they were poets or generals) often played at duck and 
drake with ſmooth ſlones ous Now I ſay, if 
theſe facts be true, (and the book where I found them 15 
in print] I cannot imagine, why our moſt zealous pairiots 
may not a lice indulge his cxcellency in an mh”). 


W 
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SN 
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why he may not be indulged twice a week to converſe 
with one or two particular perſons ; and let him and 
them conn over their cld exploded readings together, af- 
ter mornings in hearing and preſcribing and 
means from to his mf obedient politicians fo | 
welfare of the kingdom ; 1 a 
perſon, or perſons, may not have made blic a de- 
claration of their political faith in all its parts, as the 
buſineſs of the nation requires : ſtil] ſubmitting my opi- 
nion to that Happy majority, which I am conſident is always 
in the right ; by whom the [berty of the ſubject hath been 
ſo frequently, fo ſtrenuouſly, and fo ſucceſsfully affert- 
ed; who by their wiſe counſcls have made commerce to 
flouriſh, money to abound, inhabitants to encreaſe, the 
value of lands and rents to riſe ; and the whole iſland 


R | 
But, in order to clear his excellency more fully from 
this accuſation of ſhewing his favours to high ffzers, 


tories, and jacobites, it will be neceſſary to come to par- 


ä 2 4 ination, to whom his 
excellency gave any bis favour, was doctor 
Thomas er this hap - 
7 in his excellency's government, as it may 
be juſtly ſuppoſed he had not been informed of that gen- 
tleman's character upon fo dangerous an article. The 
doctor being well known, and diſtinguiſhed for his fill 
and ſucceſs in the education of youth, beyond moſt of his 
_ profeſſion for many years paſt, was recommended to his 
excelleney on the ſcore of his learning, and particularly 
for his knowledge in the Greek tongue; whereof, it ſeems, 
his excellency is a great admirer, although for what rea- 
ſons J could never imagine. However, it is agreed on 
al hands, that his lordſhip was too eafily prevailed on by 
te doctor's requeſt, or indeed rather from the bias of his 
own nature, to hear a tragedy ated in that an not lan- 
guage by the doctor's lads, which was written by ſome 
heathen author; but whether it contained any tory or 
vigh-church principles, muſt be left to the conſciences of 
tie by, and the d:&or, and his excc/lency ; the an 
225 4 
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neſſes in this caſe, whoſe teſtimonies can be depended 
u . | 

RO 
r 


| his par! 
of as 1 
having 
Cork to is bi ” 
Sunday following, was, according to the uſual civility 
aw dm nd be oe att of os uh 
to ſupply th it. It happened to be the firſtof Auguſt; 
and the ight upon 
a Sunday text was 
in male the evil 
af the him watchful 
majeſly's per- 


8 
: 
ITE 


that the doctor muſt be ſtruck out of the chaplain's liſt, 
and appear no more at the caſtle ; yet whether he were 
then, or be at this day, awhig or a 7ory, I think is _— | 
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+ The firſt of Auguſt is the anniverſary of the Hanoverian fami- 
ys acceſhen to the crown of Great Britain. Hawie/ | 
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gy) who under the ſuſpicion 
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: 8 
of the world ; or is at leaſt, like e grand conjunction 
in the heavens; which, Tab, ü ſay can arrive 
our once in twenty thouſand y ears. 


vour from his excellency, is Mr. James Stopford ; very 
itrongly recommended by the moſt eminent wi 


11115 


hel 


1 


the 
may be 
„ worth 


AE 


very high ſation here ; for which reaſon, I aaa de 
doctor never drank his confuſion fince, and what makes 
the matter deſperate, it is now too late; unleſs our in- 
qaiſitors will be content with drinking = to his 


memory. The aforeſaid eminent per 
judge of all merit, except that of party, dkinguiſbed the 
doctor among other juniors in our univerſity for his learn- 
wg, virtue, diſcretion, * good ſenſe. But the doctor 

was 


® Sir Conſtantine Phippe, Lord Chancellor of Ireland, when 
Ween Anne dicd. 
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was then in too good a ſituation at his college to hope or 


no to give it him. 

| Upon the preſent Lord Licutenant's coming over, the 

doctor was named to bis Excellency by a friend * among 

— — — perſons whoſe characters it 
— the ol veg ; and by the truth 

the giver would be content to ſtand or fall in 


in their names. By this, and ſome other incidents, 
gave the recommendation of the late Archbiſhop 
of ue. he nies 8 


diſþ books and languages, as I conceive, alike 
diſpoſition in the doctor, was the cauſe of his 


Three or four years ago the doctor grown weary of an 
academic life, for ſome reaſons beſt known to the mana- 
gers of the diſcipline in that learned fociety (which it 
not be for their honour to mention) reſolved to leave 


may 
it ; 2 _ 31 pupils, and his ſenior 


perquiſites, he received every 
d And 
a ſmall northern living, in the univerſity's donation, of 
ſomewhat better than one hundred pounds a year falling 
at the ſame time with the of Chriſt. 


church, to about equal the value, in the gift of his Ex- 


cellency ; the doctor ventured into the world in a very 
ſcanty condition ; having ſquandered away all his annu- 
al income in a manner, which, although perhaps proper 
enough for a clergy 
the advantage of his character to diſcover either on the 
| exchange, or at a banker's 

* 1 gave the doc- 
tor a prebend in St. Patrick's ded + 1 
near the fame value with either of the two former, will 
add a third part to his revenues, after be ſhall have paid 
che great incumbrances upon it; ſo that he may now be 


ſaid to poſſeſs of church- preſerments in ſcattered - 


The author. 


endeavour at a better eſtabliſhment from one, who had 


Wi tv we.o.o 


whole fatal rurn of mind towards beatheniſh and outlan- 


| fo Gumaiifc, as we axe malds he is, arthe callie of Dadiia. 


man without a family, will net doe | 
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three hundred pounds a year; inſtead of the like ſum of 
infallible rents from a ſenicr fellowſhip, with the offices 


annexed ; beſide the advantage of a free lodging, a great 


number of pupils, and ſome other eaſements. 
But fince the doctor hath not in any of his writings, 


dis ſermons, his actions, his diſcourſe, or his company, 
diſcovered one ſingle principle of either wwhig or tory : 


and that the Lord Lieutenant ſtill continues to admit him; 
I ſhall boldly pronounce him ONE OF US: but, like a 
new free-m;/jor, who hath not yer learned all the diale& 
of tue myſtery. Neither can he juſtly be accuſed of any 
tiry doctrines ; except herhaps ſome among thuſe few, 
with which that wicked party was charged during the 
heighth of their power, but have been fince transferred 
for the moſt lid renſons, to the whale body of our firmeſt 
friends. | Sos | | | 
I have now done with the clergy : and upon the 
ſtricteſt examination have not been atle to find above one 
of that order, againit whom any party fufpicion can lie; 
mean the unfortunate gentieman doctor Sheridan, who 
by meer chance-medley ſhot his own fortune dead with 


_ a finglezexe. 


As to the laity, I can hear of but one perſon of the 
tory ſtamp, who ſince the beginning of his Excellency's 


government did ever receive any ſolid mark of his favour: 


mean Sir Arthur Acheſon, reported to be an acknow- 
leged tary; and, what is almoſt as bad, a ſchælar into the 
bargain. It is whiſpered about, as a certain truth, that 
this gentleman is to have a grant of a certain barrack f 
upon his eſtate within two miles of kis own hcute ; for 
which the crown is to be kis tenant, at the rent of fixty 
pound: per annum; he being only at the expence of a- 
bout fire hundred pounds to put the houſe in repair, build 
tables, and other neceſſarics. I will place this inoidiavs 
mark of benef; ence conferred on a /c7y in a fair light, 
by computing che coſts and neceſſary deſalcatians: after 
which it may be ſeen how much Hir Arthur will be an- 
nually a clear gainer by the public; notwithſtanding his 
vVeu. MM. - BD CNET uunfortunute 


+ See a poem upon this incident, intitled, The grand gueſtian de- 
bated, Sc. vol. 6. p. 432. | | | 
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anfortunate principles, and his knowlege in Greek and 


For repairs, &c. 500/. the intereſt whereof } 
fer ann. - - - 
Forall manner of poultry tofurniſh the troop- 
ers, but which the faid troopers muit be p 
JJ as } 
For game deſtroyed five miles round - 


Rent paid to Sir Arthur rtr 


Thus if Sir Arthur Acheſon ſhall have the good for- 


tune to obtain a grant of this barrack, he will receive xet 
profit annually from the crown ELEVEN puns fer- 


ling to help him in entertaining the officers, and making 
- proviſions for his younger children. — 


It is true, there is another advantage to be expected, 


which may fully compenſate the lots of cattle and poul- 
try; by multiplying the breed of mankin\, and parti- 
_ cularly that of gud proteftants, in a part of the kingdom 
half depopulated by the wild humour among the farmers 
there of leaving their country. But | am not io fail ful 
in arithmctic, as to compute the value. 

I have reckoned one per cat. below the legal intereſt 
for the money that Sir Arthur mult expend ; and valued 


the damage in the other articles very mderately. How - 


ever, I am confident he may with good management be 
a ſaver at leaſt ; which is a prodigious inſtance of mocera- 
tian in our friends towards a profeſſed try; whatever 
merit he may pretend, by the unwillin< neſs he hath ſhewn 
to make his excellency uneaſy in his adminiſtration. 
Thus I have, with the utmoſt impartiality, collected 
every fingle favour (further than perional civilities) con- 


fince his firſt arrival hither to this zoth day of April, = 
| 1 the 


„ e i LT re 


by his excellency on feries, and reputed tories, 


To 


ESE 


reſt at court; for which I have allowed great defalcations 
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the year of our Lord 1730, giving all allowance poſſible 
ro the arguments on the other fide of the queſtion : and 
the account will ſtand thus: 


Diſpoſed of preferments and employments to tories, or 


reputed tories by his excellency John Lord Caiteret, Lord 


Lieutenant of Ireland, in about the ſpace of fix years: 
r ns 
near Kinſale per annum. s > : 100 © © 
To Sir Arthur Acheſon, baronet, A 8 . - 4 
fer ann. — i 5 . | 


Give me leave now to compute in groſs the value of 
the favours done by his excellency to the true friends of 


their king and country, and of the prateſtant religion. 


It is to be remembered, that, although his excellency 
cannot be properiy ſaid to beftow biſho;rics, commands 
in the army, the place of a judge, or conmiſioner in the 


revenue, and ſome others; yet they are for the molt part 
diſpoſed upon his recommendation, except where the 


perſons are immediately ſent from England by their inte- 


in the following accounts. And it is remarkable, that 
the only conſiderable ftation conferred on a tory fince his 
preſent excellency's government was of this latter kind. 
And indeed it is but too notorious, that in a neigh- 
bouring nation (where this dangerous denomination of 
men is incomparably more numerous, more powerful, 
and of conſequence more formidable) real tories can of- 
ten 1. ith much leſs diſſiculty obtain very high favours 
trom the government, than their reputed bietluen can ar- 
rivet» the loweit in durs. I obferve this with all poſſi- 
ble iubmiſſion to the wiitom cf their policy; which 
however will not, I belic ve, it; ute the Praiſc of vigilance 
with ours. | POS | | 
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| WHIG account. 
To perſons promoted to biſhoprics, or 
removed to more beneficial ones, 10,050 © © 
computed per an. | 
To civil employments - - 9030 O 
To military commands 8436 0 0 
27,516 = 
9. TORY account. CM Sn 
> * or Ton.” - - "as © ©- 
Balance - * 5 N 27,405 o 


I fhall conclude with this obſervation, that, as I think, 
the tories have ſufficient reaſon to be Fully jatisfied with 

the ſhare of truſt, pocer, and employmerts, which they 
_ poſſeſs under the /nity of the preſent government; ſo, I 
do not find how his excellency can be juſtly cenſured for 

favouring none but high-church, high- flyers, termagants, 
ts, Sacheverellians, tip-top-gallunt- men, jacobites, tan- 

_ tivys, anti hanoverians, friends to popery an the pretender 
and to arbitrary pocrer, diſabligers of England, breakers of 
DEPENDENCY, iaflamers of quarrels hetereen the ters 
natiant, public incendiaries, enemies to the king aud king- 
dum, haters of TRUE proteſtants, laurel men, Annijts, 
 complainers of the nation's poverty, Or mundians, iconuclaits, 
anti-glorious-memoriſts, anti-revolutiomers, white - rojeli/;s, 


 temth-a junians, and the like, when by a fair tate of the 


account the balance, I conceive, fem, ty lie on the other 


fide. 
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ConSIDERATIONS upon two BIL is ſent down 
from the right honourable the houſe of 
Lokbs to the honourable the houſe of Cou- 
MONS in IRELAND, relating to the CLER- 
GY. || | | e 


Written in the year 1731. 


Hue often for above a month paſt deſired ſome few 


| clergymen, wio are pliealed to viſit me, that they 
would procure an extract of two B1LLs brought into the 
council by ſome of the biſhops, and both of them fince 


_  pailed in the houſe of lord but I could never obtain 


what I defired, whether by the forgetfulneſs or negligence 


ol thoſe whom I employed, or the difficulty of the thing 


itſelf. Therefore, if I ſhall happen to miltake in any 
fact of conſequence, I deſire my remarks upon it may 
ras for nothing; for my information is no better, than 
what received in words fiom ſeveral divines, whoſeem- 
ed to agree with each other. I have not the honour to 
be acquainted with any one ſingle prelate of the kingdom ; 
and am a ſtranger to their characters, further than as 
common fame reports them, which is not to be depend- 
ed on: therefore I cannot be ſuppoſed to act upon a 
principle of reſentment. I eſteem their functions (if 1 
may be allowed to ſay ſo without offence) as truly apeſ- 
ical, and abſuluicly neceſſary to the perfection of a 
criſtian church. | 

There 


In the vear 1731. a bill was brought into the houſe of lords, by 
+ 2reat majority of the right reverend the bituope, for enabling them 
tv divide the livings of the inferior clergy ; which bill was approved 
0: in the privy council of Ireland, and paſſed by the lords in parlia- 
ment. It was afterwards ſent to he houſe cf commons for their 
prob ion; but was rejected by them with a great majority. The 
author of the following confiderativns, who hath alwavs been the 
beſt friend 10 the inferior clergy of the church of England, as may 
be ſeen by many parts of his writings, oppoſed this pernicious pro- 
1:& with great ſucceſs 3 which, if it had paſſed into a law, would 
have been of the worſt conſequence to this nation. | 
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There are no qualities more incident to the frailty and 

corruptions of human kind, than an indifference or in- 
ſenſibility for other men's ſuiferings, and a ſudden for. 
_ getiulaets of their own tormer humble ſtate, when they 
riſe in the world. Theſe two diſpoſitions have not, 
think, any where ſo ſtroggly exerted themſclves, as in the 
order of biſhops with regard to the inferior clergy ; for 


which I can find no reaſons, but ſuch as naturally ſhould 


ſcem to operate a quite contrary way. The maintenance 
of the clergy throughout the kingdom is precarious and 
uncertain, collected from a molt miſerable race of beg- 
garly farmers ; at whole mercy every infer lies to be 
defrauded. His office as rector or gicar, if it be duly 


executed, is very laborious. As foon as he is promoted 


to a biſhopric, the ſcene is entirely and happily changed; 
his revenues are large, and as ſurely paid as thoſe of the 


tendance, the ſubmiſſion, and the proxy-money of all his 
clergy, in whatever part of the dioceſe he ſhall pleaſe to 


think moſt convenient for himſelf. Neither is his per- 


ſonal preſence neceſſary, for the buſineſs may be done 
dy a vicar general. The fatigue of ordination is juſt 
what the biſhops to make it ; and as matters have 
been for ſome time, and may probably remain, the 
fewer ordinations the better. The reſt of their viſible 
office eonſiſts in the honour of attending parliaments 
and councils, and beſtowing preferments in their own 
gilt ; in which laſt employment, and in their ſpiritual 
and temporal courts, the labour falls to their cars gere- 
ral, ſecretaries, proftors, abůaritars, ſereſchals, and tne 
like. Now, I] lay, in ſo quick a change, whereby their 
| brethren in a feiv days are become their ſubjecte, it would 
be reaſonable at leaſt to hope that the labour, confine- 
ment, and ſubjection, from which they have fo lately 
eſcaped, /ike à bird aut of the jrare of the flir, might 
a little incline them to remember the condition ot thote 
who were but laſt week their equals, probably their 
companions or their friends, and potibly as reatonavle 
expectants. T'nerc is a knn Hory of colonel Tidcomb, 
who, while he continucd a {ubaltern officer, was every 
day complaining again the pride, oppreſſion and hard 
treatment of /27le royards tack : Hcers; yet * 

w 


Ling; his whole buſineſs is once a year to receive the at- 
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few minutes after he had received his commiſſion for a 
regiment, walking with a friend on the Mall, he confeſ- 


fed that che ſpirit ot colonelthip was coming faſt 


upon 
him, which ſpirit is ſaid to have daily increaled to the 
hour of his death. 

I is true, the clergy ef this kingdom, who are pro- 
moted to bijhaprice, , have always ſome great advantages ; 
eicher that ot rich FR aneries, opulent and multiplied rec- 
tories anddignities, ftrong alliances by birth or m 
fyrtifed by a ſuperlative di gree of zeal and loyalty: but 
however, they were ail at firſt no more than young be- 


ginnels; and before their great promotion were known 


by their plain chiiſtianꝝ names among their old compani- 
ons, the middling rate of ergymen ;z nor could therefore 
be itrangers to their condition, or with any rad 


_ forget it io ſoon, as it hath too often happened. 


1 confsſs, I do not remember to have obſerved any 
bocy of men acting with fo little concert, as our clergy 
have done 1 in a point, where their opinions appeared to 


de unanimous; a point wherein their whole temporal 


ſupport was concerned, as well as their power of ſerving 
ſpiritual — hg This 
hath been imputed to their fear of Giſobliging, or hopes 
of farther favours upon compliance ; becauſe it was ob- 
lerved, that ſome who ap at firſt with the 
zeal, thought fit ſuddenly to abſent themſelves from the 
uſual meetings: yet we know, what expert /o/icitor; the 


 quakers, the difſenters, and even the papiſis have ſometimes 


tound to drive a point of . 2 383 im- 
pending evil. 

I have not ſeen any extract from the two bills intro- 
duced by the biſhops into the privy council ; where the 
clergy, upon ſome failure in favour, or through the tĩ- 
moruuincls of many among their brethren, were refuſed 
to be heard by the council. It ſeems, theſe bills were 
both returned, agreed to by the king and council in Eng- 


land, and the huuſe of hrs hath with great expedition 


palle ed them both; ** it is faid, they are — 
to de ſent down to the commons for their conſent. 

The particulars, as they have been imperfectly report- 
ed to me, are as follow : 


By one of the bills, the biſhops have power to oblige 
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the country clergy to build a manſion-houſe upon what- 
ever part of their glebes their lordſhips ſhall command ; 


and if the living be above gel. a year, the miniſter is 


bound to build after three years a houſe that ſhall coit 
one year and a half's rent of his income. For initance, 
if a clergyman with a wife and ſeven children gets 8 

ild 


ol 3 mus ts wa after three years 


a houſe ſhall coſt 77/. 1 os. and muſt ſupport his fa- 
mily, during the time the biſhop ſhall appoint tor the 
building of it, with the remainder. Bur if the living 


de under 50d. a year, the minilter ſhall be allowed 1001. 


out of the firit fruits. 


ordinary; that it there be a ſingle ſpot in the glebe more 
barren, more marſhy, more expoſed to the winds, more 
diſtant from the church or ſkeleton of a church, or from 


any conveniency of building; the rector, or vicar may be 


obliged by the caprice, or pique of the biſhop, to build, 


under pain of ſequeſtration (an office, which ever falls 
into the moſt knaviſh hands) upon whatever point his 
Aardſbip thall command; although the farmers have not 
paid one quarter of his dues. 5 5 
I believe, under the preſent diſtreſſes of the kingdom 
(which inevitably without a miracle muſt increaſe for e- 


ver) there are not ten country clergymen in Ireland, re- 


puted to poſſeſs a pariſh of 100/. per annum, who for 


ſome years paſt have actually received 60. and that with 
the utmoſt difficulty and vexation. I am therefore at a 


08s, what kind of valuators the %, will make ule of; 
and whether the {tarving vicar ſhall be forced to build 


his houſe with the money he never received 7 
The other bill, which patied in two days after the for- 
mer, is ſaid to concern the diviſion of pariihes into as ma- 


ny parcels as the 6ifþgp ſhall think ft, only leaving 300k 
a year to the muther church; which 300. by another 
act paſicd tome years ago they can divide likewwite, and 


crumble as low as their will and pleaſure will diſpoſe 


them. $9 that, inſtead of fix hundred clergymen, which, 


[ rhink, is the uſual computation, we may have in a ſmall 
compats of years almolt az many thouſands to live wits 
decency and comfort, provide for their children, be cha- 
ritable to the poor, and maintain hoſpitality RY 


But there is ſaid to be one circumſtance a little extra- 
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But it is very reaſonable to hope, and heartily to be 
wiſhed by all thoſe, who have the leaſt regard to our ho- 
ly religion as hitherto eitabliſhed, or to a learned, pious, 
diligent converſable clergyman, or even to common hu- 


manity, that the hanauralle houſe of commons will, in their 
great wiidom, juſtice and tenderneſs to innocent men, 


conlider thele bills in another light. It is ſaid, they well 
know this kingdom not to be fo over-itocked with neigh- 
bouring gentry, but a diſcreet learned clergyman, with a 
competency fit for one of his education, may be an enter- 
raining, a uleful, and ſometimes a neceſſary companion. 
That, although ſuch a clergyman may not be able con- 
kantly to find beef and wire for his own family, yet he 

may be allowed fumetimes to aturd both to a neigh- 
bour without diſtreſſing himſelf ; and the rather, becauſe 
he may expect at leaſt as good a return. It will proba- 
bly be conſidered, that in many deſolate parts, there may 
not be always a ſuflicient number of perſons conſiderable 
enough to be truſted with commiſ75us of the peace, which 


_ teveral of the c/ergy now fuppiy much better, than a lit- 


tle, hedge, cont mptible, illiterate ezcar from twenty to 
hity pounds a year, the ſon ot a eearer, fedlar, taylor, or 
miller, can be pretumed todo. . 5 
Ine landlords and farmers by this ſcheme can find aa 
profit, but will certainly be loſers. For inſtance, if the 
large northern livings be ſplit into a dozen pariſhes or 
more, it will be very neceflary for the little threadbare 


goecnman, with nis wife, his proctor, and every child who 


can craw l, to watch the fields at harveſt :ime tor fear of 
loüng a ingle meaf, which be could not afford under 


peril of a dav's ſtarving: tor, according to the Scotch 


proverb, 4 -#u#27y huſe bites j5rc. "I his would of neceſſi- 
ty breed an innne number of wrangles and litigious 
luits in the ſpiritual courts ; and pur thu. wretched paſtor 
at perpetual variance with his whole pariſh, Bur, as 
they have hitherto ftocd, a ciergyman eſtabliſhed in a 
competent living, is not under the neceſſity of being fo 


| ſharp, vigilant, and exacting. On the contrary, it is 


well known and allowed, that the clergy :ound the king- 
dom think themiclves well treated, if tuey loſe only one 
fingle third of their legal demands. | 

I 5. | The 


202 CONSIDERATIONS UPON 


The honourable houſe may perhaps be inclined to 
conceive, that my /ords the biſhops enjoy as ample a pow. 
er both ſpiritual and temporal, as will fully ſuffice to 
anſwer every branch of their office ; that they want no 
laws to regulate the conduct of thoſe clergymen, over 
whom they preſide ; that, if non-refidence be agrievance, 
it is the patron's fault, who makes not a better choice, or 


_ cauſed the plurality. That, if the general impartial cha- 
_ raQer of perions choſen into the church had been more 


and the motive of party, alliance, kindred, flat- 
terers, ill-judgment, or perſonal favour regarded leſs, there 
would be fewer complaints of non-refidence, want of 


care, blameable behaviour, or any other part of miſcon- 


duct; not to mention ignarunce and flupidity. 


I could name certain gentlemen of the gemun. whoſe | 


aukward, ſpruce, prim, ſneering, and ſmirking counte- 


nances, the very tone of their voices, and ungainly ſtrut 


in their walk, without one ſingle talent for any one office, 
have contrived to get good preferment by the mere 
force of flattery and cringing: lor which two virtues (the 


only two virtves they pretend to) they were, however, 
utterly unqualified : and whom, if 1 were in power, al- 


though they were my nepberr s, or had married my nieces, 
I could never in point of go:d conſcience or hondur have 
recommended to a caracy in Connaught. 

The honourable huuſe of cones may likewiſe perhaps 


_ conſider that the gentry of this kingdom differ from all 


others apon earth, being leſs capable of employments in 


their own country, than any others who come from a- 
broad; and, that mult of them have little expectation of 


providing for their younger children otherwiſe than by 
the church, in which there might be ſome hopes of ge:- 
ting a tolerable mainiainance. For after the patrons 
ſhould have ſettled their /6xs, their per heres, their neces, 
their dependents, and th 1 fell;rvers invited over from the 
other hde, there would itil remain an overplus cf ſmal- 
ler church pr-fermen:s to be given to ſuch clergy of the 
nation, who ſhall have their guartam of whater 2r me- 
rit may be then in faſhi-m. Bur by theſe bills they 


will be all as abſolutely excluded, as i! tuey had paſted 


under the denomina ion of tories ; unicls they can be 


contented at the utmoſt with 50. a year ; which by the 


diſſicultics 


vern this church have not ſeemed to conſider the differ- 
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difficulties of collecting tythes in Ireland, and the daily 
increaſing miſeries of he people, will hardly riſe to half 


that ſum. 


It is obſerved, that the divires ſent over hither to go- 
ence between both kingdoms with reſpect to the inferior 


clergy. As to themſelves indeed, they find a large re- 


venue in lands let at one quarter value, which conſequent- 


| ly muſt be paid while there is a penny left among us; 


and the public diſtreſs ſo little affects their intereſts, that 
their fines are now higher than ever: they content them 
ſelves to tuppote, that whatever a pariſh is ſaid to be 
worth, comes all into the parjor”s pocket. 
The poverty of great numbers among the clergy of 


| England hath been the continual complaint of all men, 
who wiſh well to the church, and many ſchemes have 


been thuuzht on to redreis it; yet an Engliſh vicar of 
40l. a year lives much more comfortably than one of 
aouble the value in Ireland. His farmers, generally 
fpeeking, are able and willing to pay him his full dues: 
he bath a decent churca of ancient itancing, filled every 
Lord's day with a large congregation of plain people, 
well clad, and behaving themſelves as it they believed in 
Gop and CMY Ir. He hatha houie and barn in repair, 


a field or two to graze his cows, with a garden and or- 


chard. No gueſt exreas more from him than a pot of 
Lc: he lives like an honeſt plain farmer, as his wife is 
arelled but little better than gay. He is ſometimes 
graciouſly invited by the "iquirg here he Fre at an hum- 
ble dittance ; if he gets the love of his pe ple, they oſten 
make him little uictul preſents: he is happy by being 


born to no higher ex pectation; for he is uſually the fon 


ot ſome ordinary tradeſman, or middling tarmer. His 
learning is much of a ſize with his birth and education; 
no more of either, than what a poor hunzry ſervztor can 
de expected to bring with him from iis ce. It would 
be tedious ty thew the revert: of all this iu our diſtant 
poorer parithes through mott paris of lreland, wherein 
every reader may make the comrario1., 

Laſtly, the honaurabie houſe of commons may conſider, 
whether the ſcheme of multiplying b<ggarly elergymen = 
trough the whole kingdom, who muit all have votes for 

| | chooſing 


204 CONSIDERATIONS UPON 


freeholds to be worth 40s per annum, ultra repriſas ) may 
not, by their numbers, have great influence upon ele&j- 
ang; being entirely under the dependence of their biſbops. 
For by a moderate computation after all the diviſions 
and ſubdiviſions of pariſhes, that my /zrds the hiſpops have 
to make by their new laws, there will, as ſoon as 


except that of the altar. 


I am indeed in ſome concern about a ſund for building 


a thouſand or two churches, wherein theſe probationers 
may read their wall lectures; and begin to doubt they 
muſt be contented with barns ; which barns will be one 


our true proteſtant brethren, the diſſenters. | 

The ſcheme of encouraging clergymen to build houſe: 
by dividing a living of 50. a year into ten parts is a 
contrivance, the meaning whereof hath go on the wrong 
fide of my comprehenfion ; unleſs it may be argued, that 
biſhops build no houſes, becauſe they are ſo rich; and 
therefore the inferior c/ergy will certainly build, if you 
reduce them to beggary. But I knew a very rich man 
of quality in England, who could never be per{uided to 
keep a ſervant out of livery ; bacauſe fuch ſervants would 
de expenſive, and apt in time to look like gentlemen ; 


whereas the others were ready to ſubmit to the baſeſt 


offices, and at a cheaper penny worth might increale his 
retinue. | f 3 
I hear, it is the opinion of many wiſe men, that before 
theſe bills paſs both houſes, they ſhould be ſent back to 
England with the following clauſes inſerted. 
Firſt, that whereas there may be about a dozen double 
biſkopricks in Ireland, thoie 4iſbopricks thould be ſplit and 


zun en to different perſons; and thoſe of a fingle denomi- 
nation be allo divided into two, three, or four parts, as 


occahun ſhall require; otherwite there may be a queſtion 

ſtarted, whether twenty two prelates can effectually ex- 

tend their paternal care, and unlimited power, for the 

protection and correction of ſo great a number of ſpiri- 

tual ul jechi. But this propuſal will meer with ſuch furious 

objectious, chat I ſhall not inſiſt upon it: for I _ 
| | 2 


power 
the preſent ſer of clergy goes off, be raiſed an army of | 
ecclefiaſtical militants able enough for any kind of ſervice, 


great advancing flep towards an accommodation with 
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member to have read, what a terrible fright the frogs 


were in upon a report, that the ſun was going tomarry. 
Another clauſe 


ſhould be, that none of theſe twenty, 
thirty, forty, or fifty pounders may be ſuffered to marry 
under the penalty of immediate deprivation ; their mar- 


riages declared null, and their children baſtards: for 


ſome deſponding people take the kingdom to bein no con- 

dition of encouraging ſo numerous a breed of beggars. 
A third clauſe will be neceſſary, that theſe humble gen- 

try ſhould be abſolutely ditqualificd from giving votes in 


elefions for parliament men. 


Others add a fourth ; which isa clanſe of indulgence, 
that theſe reduced divines may be permitted to follow 


any lawful ways of living, which will not call them too 
often or too far from their ſpiritual offices : (for, unleſs 


I milar prehend, they are ſuppoſed to have epi/copal ardi- 
nation.) For example ; they may be lappers of linen, 
bailiffs of the manor; they may let blood, or apply 


plaiſters for three miles round: they may get a diſpenſa- 
tion to hold the c/crkſbrp and extorfpip of their own pariſh 


in commendam. Their wives and daughters may make 
ſirts tor the neighbourhood; or, if a barrack be near, 
tor the ſalaiers: in linen countries they may card and 


ix, and keep a tew looms in the houſe : they may let 


lod gings, and ſell a pot of ale without doors, but not at 


home, unleſs to fober company, and at regular hours. 


[tis by {ome thought a little hard, that in an affair of the 


lait conſequence to the very being of the c/ergy in the 


points oi licerty and property, as well as in their abilities 
to perform their duty, this whole reverend body, who 
are tue eſtabiſhed inſtructors ot the nation in chriſtianity 
and mcral virtucs, and are the only perſons concerned, 
ſhould be the ſole pertons not conſulted. Let any ſcholar 
ſhew the like precectent in Chriſtendom for twelve hun- 


ered years palt. An act of parliamem for ſettling or ſel- 


ing an eſtate in a private family is never paſſed, until all 
parties give conſent. But in the preſent caſe the whole 
bedy of the clergy is, as themielves apprehend, deter- 
mined to utter ruin without once expecting or aſking their 
opinion; and this by a ſcheme contrived only by one part 
of the convocation, While the other part, which hath been 
choſen in the uſual forms, wants only the regal permiſſion 
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to aſſemble, and conſult about the affairs of the church, 


as their predeceſſors have always done in former ages: 
where it is preſumed, the ler houſe hath a power of 
propoſing canons and a negative voice, as well as the up. 

And God forbid (lay theſe objectors) that there 
ſhould be a real ſeparate intereſt between the biſhops and 
clergy, any more than there is between a man and his 
wife, a king and his people, or Cyr1sT and his church. 
lt feems there is a proviſion in the bill, that no pariſh 
ſhall be cut into ſcraps without the conſent of ſeveral per. 
ſons, who can be no ſufferers in the matter ; but I can. 


not find that the ergy lay much weight on this caution; 


becauſe they argue, that the very perſons, from whom 
theſe bills took their riſe, will have the greateſt thare in 
the deciſion. ; 


I do not by any means conceive the crying fin of the 


clergy in this kingdom to be that of Nn regiere. I am 
ture, it is many degrees leſs to here than in England; 


unleſs the poſſeſſion of pluralities may paſs under that 


name; and if this be a fault, it is well known to whom 
it mult be imputed : | believe, upon a fair enquiry (ard 
I hear an :nquirv is to be made) they will appear to be 
molt pardonably tew; cipeciaily, conſidering how many 
pariihes have not an inch oi g/ebe, and how difficult it is 
upon any reaſonable terms to find a place of habitation. 
And thereture, God knows whether my ard the biſbops 


will be ſoon able to convince the clergy, or thoſe who 


have any regard for that venerable body, that the chief 
motive in their /zrdſhips minds by procuring theie bills 
was to prevent the un of a refidence; while the univer- 
ſal opinion of a:mo!t every clergyman in the kingdom, 
without dittin<tt -n ot party, taking in even thoſe whoare 
not likely to be iuiterers, ſtands directly againſt them. 
If ſome livings in the acrth may be juſtly thought too 
large a compats of land, which makes it inconvenient for 
the remoteſt inhabitants to attend the ſervice of the church, 
which in tome inſtances may be true, no reaſonable cler- 
i would cppulc a proper remedy by particular acts 
ot parliament. | | 
Thus for inſtance the deanry of Down, a country 
geaury | think without a cathedral, depending wholly 
upon an union of pariſhes joined together in a time, = 

| - 
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the land lay waſte and thinly inhabited ; fince thoſe cir- 
cumſtances are ſo prodigiouſly changed for the | 4 


erly be leſſened, leaving a decent competency 
ET How and placing eule ier in the remaining 


churches, which are now ſerved only by itipendiary cu- 
rates. 


The caſe may be probably the ſame in other parts: 
and ſuch a proceeding diſcreetly managed would be tru- 
ly for the good of the church. 

For it is to be obſerved, that the dean and chapter 
lands, which in England were all ſeized under the fana- 


tic ulurpation, are things unknown in Ireland, having 


been long raviſhes from the church by a ſucceflion of 


confuſions, and ches applied in their ſtead to ſupport 


that eceleſiaſtica dignity, 

The late Schbiſtep of Dublin had a very different 
way of encoinging the ergy of his dioceſe to reſidence: 
when a leaſe had run out ſeven years or more, he ſtipu- 


lated with e tenant to reſign up twenty or thirty acres 


to the mi ĩſter of the pariſh where it lay convenient, 


without ſeſlening his former rent; and with no great 
abarer-ent of the fine 3 and this he did in the parts near 
Dubin, where lard is at the higheſt rates, leaving a 
{mal chiefry tor the minitt-r to pay, hardly a ſixth part 
ofthe value. I doubt not, that almoſt every lh in the ' 


ungdom may do the ſame generous act with lets 


to their lecs, than hi late grace of Dublin; much of 


whole lands were out in fee-farme, or leales for lives ; 
and I am forry that the gcod example of tuch a prelute 
hath not been toll: ved. | 

But a great majority of the c/erpy's friends cannot hĩ- 


therto r:concile themleives to this project; which they 
call a levelling princiſle, that muil incvnably root out the 


leeds of all honcit emulation, the legal parent of the 
greateſt virtue and molt gererous actions among 
men; but which in the general opinion (for I do not 
pretend to otter iny own) will never more have room to 
exert itſelt in the breaſt of any clergyman, whom this 
kingdom ſhall produce. 5 


But, 


® The right reverend Dr. WII LIAN KixG, 
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But, whether the conſequences of theſe bills may, by 


the virtues and frailties of future biſhops ſent over hither 


to rule the church, terminate in good or evil, I ſhall not 
preſume to determine, fince God can work the former 
out of the /atter. However, one thing I can venture to 
afſert : that from the earlieſt ages of chriſtianity to the 


minute I am now writing, there never was a precedent 


of ſuch a proceeding, much lets was it to be feared, hop. 
ed, or apprchended from fuca hands in any chriſtian 
country; and fo it may pais for more than a phoenix; 


| becauſe it hath rilen without any atiſtance from the aſe: 


of its fre 


The appearance of ſo many enters at the hearing of 


this cauſc is what, I am told, hatn nu been charged to 


the account of their pruden.e or moderation; becauſe 


that action hath been cenſured as a markof triumph and 


inſult before the gory is complete: ſiace neither of 
theſe bills hath vet patied the bou/e of commeys, and ſome 
are pleaſed t think ic not impoſible that they may be 
rejected. Neither do I hear, that there is an enacting 
claute in either oi the bills to app. y any part of the di- 
vided or tub-divided tythes towards encreaſuig the 
ſtipends of the /eZaries. So that theſe gentlemen ſeem 
to be gracified like him, who after having been kieked 


down ſtairs took comfort, when he {aw his friend kicred 


down after him 

I have heard many more objections againſt ſeveral 
particulars of both theſe bills; but they are of to high a 
nature, and carry ſuch dreactul {:zuendces, that J dare 
not mention them, reſolving to give no offence, becauſe 
I] well know how obnoxious J have long been (although 
I conceive without any fault vt my own) to the zeal and 
principles of thoſe, who place all difference in opinion 
concerning public matters to the ſcore of diſaffettion ; 
whereof l am at leaſt as innocent as the loudeit of my 
actr after. | 


Dublin, Feb. 24:i, 
"$7 38-2. | N 
A Poros A. 
hey were rejected in the bouje cf communs by a great majority. 
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A ProposaL for an AcT of PartiamenT, to 
pay off the PET of the nation, without 
taxing the ſubject; by which the number 
of landed gentry will be conſiderably in- 
creaſed, and no perſon will be the poorer, 
or contribute one farthing to the charge. 


Written in the year 1732. 


HE debts contracted ſome years paſt for the ſer- 
uvice and ſafety of the nation are grown fo great, 


that under our preſent diſtreſſed c ndition by the want 


of trade, the great remittances to pay a4/ertees, regiments 


ſerving abroad, and many other crains of money well 
enough known and felt, the kingdom ſeems altogether 


unable to diſcharge them by the common methods of 
odious to think of, eſpecially the latter; becauſe the 


lands, which have been let for theſe ten or dozen years 
ghaſt, were raiſed ſo high, that the owner can at preſent 


hardly receive any rent at all. For it is the uſual prac- 
tice of an Iriſh tenant, rather than want land, to offer 
more for a farm than he knows ke can be ever able to 
pay; and in that caſe he grows deiperate, and pays no- 
thing at all. So that a lend tax upon a racked eſtate 
would be a burthen w holly inſurportavle. . 
The queſtion will then be, how theſe national debts 


can be paid; and how I can make? good the ſeveral par- 


"iculars of my propoſal ; which I ſhall now lay open to 
the public. | 


The revenues of their grac:s and lordſhips the arch- 
biſhops and biſhops of this kingdom (excluding the fines) 


do amount by a moderate computation to 36,800/. per 


n. I mean the rents, which the biſhops receive from 


4 Rey reader will perceive the following treatiſe to be altogether | 
nic. | | 


poll or land tax would be too 


| | 

l ; 
[ 
| 
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their tenants. But the real value of thoſe lands at a full 
rent, taking the ſeveral fees one with another, is reckon. 
ed to be at leaſt three fourths more; ſo that, multiply. 
ing 36,800/ by 4, the full rent of all the biſhops lands 
will amount to 147, z00d. per ann. from which ſubtract- 
ing the preſent rent received by their lordſhips, that is 
on the proars of the lands received by the firſt and 


ond tenants, (who both have great bargains) will riſe 


to the ſum of 110,400/. per ann: which lands, if they 
were to be ſold at twenty two-years purchaſe, would 
raiſe a ſum of 2,428,30c/. reſerving to the biſhops their 
preſent rents, cniy exciuding nes. 

Of this ſum I propoſe that out of the one half, which 
amounts to 1,21.1,400/. ſo much be applied, as will in- 
tirely d'ſcharge the debts of the nation; and the remain- 
der be laid up in the trealury to ſupply contingencies, as 
well as ( ditenarge ſome of our heavy taxes, until the 
kingdom thall be 1a a better condition. 

But, whereas the preſent ſet of biſhops would be great 
_ loſers by this ſcheme for want of * 


ſerri rſonages ; I have therefore ſet apart the other 
halts — that defect, which it will more than ſuffi. 
eiently do. „ . 
A biſhop's leaſe for the full term is reckoned to be 

worth eleven years purchaſe; but if we take the biſhops 
round, I iuppoſe there may be four years of each leaſe 


elapſed ; and many of the biſhops being well ſtricken in 


years, I cannot think their lives round to be worth more 
than ſeven vears purchale ; fo that the purchaters may 


Ti 


well afford fitteen years purchaſe fur the reverſion, 


eſpecially by one great additional advan:age, which | 


| ſhall ſoon mention. | | 


This ſum of 2,428,800/. muſt likewiſe be ſer very 


conſiderably ; becauſe the lands are ro be ſold only at 
fitteen years purchaſe, and this leſſens the ium to about 
1,656,000/. of which I propoſe twelve hundred thou- 
ſand pounds to be applied partly for che payment of the 
national debt, and p- rtly as a fund tr tutu: e exigences; 


and the remaining 456,000/ I propoſe az a furd tor pay- 


ing the preſent ſet of biſhops their fines ; which it will a- 
: OY | bundantly 


SE SE = =  £ 


ir fines; which 
would be hard treatment to ſuch religions, hyal, and de- 
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bundantly do, and a great part remain asan addition to 
the public ſtock. 

Although the biſhops round do not in reality receive 
three lines a- piece, which take up 21 years, yet I allow it 
to be ſo ; but then I will ſuppoſe t em to take but one 

ear's rent in recompence of giving th m fo large a term 


of life ; and thus multiplying 36,800 by 3, the product 
will be only 110, 400. io that above three-fourths will 
remain to be applied to public uſe. 


It I have made wrong computations, I hope to be ex- 


cuſed as a ſtranger to the kingdom; which I never ſaw 
till I was called to an employment, and yet where I in- 
tend to pals the reſt of my days; but I took care to get 


the beſt informations [ could, and from the moſt proper 
perſons ; however the mittakes | may have been guilty 


of will very little affect the main of my propoſal z al- 
though they ſhouid cauſe a difference of one hundred 


1 — — more or leſs. 


es are only to be paid to the biſhop during his 


ER in the ſame ſee : if he change it for a better, 


the purchaſers of the vacant ſee lands are to come imme- 


_ diately into poſſeſſion of the ſee he hath left; and both 


the biſhop who is removed, and he who comes into his 
place, are to have no more A ; lor the removed biſhop 
will find his account by alli revenue 3 and the other 
ſee will find candidates er: ++ For the law maxim will 
here have 1 cut I mean, the perſons 
who ſucceed may c ey will accept or no, 

As to the pure? 2! - = aaably be tenants to 


the tee, who are s bY in 00. 04:20, and can afford to 
give more: 1 41; ther bidgier. - -- | 
len, enter exglain avfelt. If a perſon already a 
bibo . 21 oved | 16 fee, he a be content 
SE le 'vitaout any fines; and fo muſt he 
who 021245 14.1.8 *diflvusl e vacant by death: and this will 
bring Aber ſooner to bear; which, if the crown 
mall bt to countenance, will ſoon change the pre- 


len. : 1 Mops; and conlequen:!; encourage purcha- 
fer. il ic lands. For example: if a primate ſhould 
die, aud the gradation be wiſch, made, a!moſt the whole 
"aſt of bithups might be chang in a month, each to his 

.=_ advantage, although no fincs were to be got; and 
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thereby ſave a great part of that ſi m, which I have ap. 
propriated towards ſupplying the deficiency cf fines. 
T have valued the tyſhops lands two years purchaſe a- 


bove the uſual computed rate, becauſe thoſe lands will 


have a ſanction frum the king and council in England, 


and be confirmed by an ect of parliament here: beſides, | 


it is well known, that higher prices are given every day 
for worſe lands, at the remoteſt diſtances, and at rack- 
rents, which I take to be occaſioned by want of trade: 
when there are few borrowers, aud the little money in 


private hands lying dead, there is no other way to diſ- 
poſe of it, but in buying of land; which conſequently | 


makes the owners hold it to high. 

Beſides paying the nation's debts, the ſale of theſe lands 
would have many other good effects upon the nation. 
It will confiderably increaſe the number of gentry, 
where the biſhops tenants are not able or willing to pur- 
chaſe ; for the lands will afford an hundred gentlemen a 


good revenue to each: ſeveral perſons from England will 


— 2 8 glad to come over hither, and be the buyers, 
rather 


pairs: by which means much money may be brought 
among us; and probably ſome of the purchaſers them - 
ſelves may be content to live cheap in a worſe country, 
rather than be at the charge of exchange and agencies; 


and perhaps of zer-/o{vencics in abſence, if they let their 


lands too high. | 
This propoſal will alſ> multiply farmers, when the 


purchaſers will have lands in their own power to give 


long and eaſy Ic aſes to indultrious huſbandmen. 
L have allowed ſome biſhoprics, of equal income, to 
be of more or leſs value to the purchaſer, according as 


they are circumſtanced. For initance, the lands of the 


primacy and foine other ſees are Jet fo low, that they 
hardly pay a fifth penny of the real value to the bithop, 
and there the fnes are the greater. On the contrary, the 
ſecs of Meath and Clontert conſiſting, as I am told, 
much of tythes, thoſe tythes are annually let to the te- 


nants without any tines. So the ſee of Dublin is ſaid to 
have many fee farms, which pay no fines; and ſomes leaſes 


for 
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give thirty years purchaſe at home under the 
loads of taxes fur the public and the poor, as well as re- 


however dignified or diſtinguiſhed. 
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for lives, which pay very little, and not fo ſoon nor fo 


iy: but be confident, that their graces my lords 
the archbiſhops, and my lords the biſhops, will heartily 


join in this propoſal out of gratituce to his late and 


ſent majeſty, the beſt of kings, who have beſtowed on 
them ſach high and opulent ſtations ; as well as in pity to 


this country, which ic now become their c/n; whereby 


they will be inſtrumental towards paying the nation's 
debts without impoveriſhing themſelves ; enrich an hun- 
dred gentlemen as well as free them from dependency ; 


und thus remove that envy, which is apt to fall upon 
their graces and lordſhips from conſiderable perſons, 


whoſe birth and fortunes rather quality them to be lords 
of manors, than ſervile dependents upon churchmen 

If I do not flattzr myſelf, there could not be any law 
more popular than this. For the immediate tenants to 


biſh ps, being ſome of them perſons of quality and good 


eſtates, and more of them grown up to be gentlemen by 
the profits of theſe very leaſes under a ſueceſſion of bi- 
ſhops, think it a dilgrace to be ſubject both to :enrs and 
fines at the pleaſure of their landlerds. Then, the bulk 
of the tenants, eſpecially the MHenters, who are cur true 


sal proteſtant brethren, Kok upon it both as an unna- 


tura] and iniquitous thing, thet biſhops ſhould be on- 
ers of lard at all, (whe.ein I bug to differ from them) 
being a point fo contrary to the practice ct the apoitles, 
whole ſuecciſors they are decm<d to be; and who, al- 
though they were contented that land ſnould be ſcld for 
tic common ule of the brethren, vet would not buy it 
themiclves; but had it laid at their feet to be ciltribut- 
ed to poor proſely tes. | 

I will add one word: more, that by ſuch a wholeſome. 
law all the oppretitons felt by under tenants of church 
leales, which are now laid on the biſhops, would entirely 
be prevented, by their graces and loriſtiips couſenting 
to have their lands fold fur pa, ment of the nation's 


debts; reſerving only the preicut rent for their own 


plenuful and honourable ſupr oct. 
I beg leave to add one particular; that, when heads 


of a bill (as I find the ſtyle : uns in this kingdom) ſhall 
| be 
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brought in for forming 


I know very well, that this ſcheme hath been much 
talked of for ſome time paſt, and is in the thoughts of 
patriots: neither was it properly mine, although I 

fell readily into it, when it was firſt communi to me. 
Although I am almoſt a perfect ſtranger in this king. 
dom ; yet fince I have accepted an employment here of 
uence as well as profit, | cannot bur think 
myſelf in duty bound to conſult the intereſt of people, a- 

| - whom 1 have been ſo well rece:ived. And if Ican 
be any way inſtrumental towards contributing to reduce 
this excellent propoſal into a law (which being not in 
the leaſt injurious to England will, F am confident, meet 
with no oppoſition from that fide) my ſincere endeavours 
to ſerve this church and kingdom will be we!! rewarded. 
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An ExammarT1on of certain Anuses, Con- 


RUPTIONS, and EnoRMIT1ES, in the city of 
DUBLIN. - 8 


Written in the year 1732. 


' A JOTHING is held more commendable in all great 


cities, eſpecially the 


metropolis of a ki 


chan what the French call the police: by which word is 
meant the government thereof, to prevent the many diſ- 


orders occationed by great numbers of people and carri- 


_ ages, eſpecially through narrow ſtreets. In this govern- 


ment our famous city of Dublin is ſaid to be very defec- 
tive, and univerſally complained of. Many wholeſome 


laws have been enacted to correct thoſe abuſes, but are 
ill executed; and many more are wanting; which I hope 
the united wiſdom of the nation (whereof ſo many good 
effects have already appeared this ſetion) will ſoon take 
into their profound confideration. „„ 
as I have been always watchful over the good of 


mine own country, and particularly tor that of our re- 


nowned city, where Cabſt Ixꝛidia I had the honour to 
_ draw my firſt breath; I cannot have a minute's caſe or 
| patience to forbear enumerating ſome of the greateſt 


enormities, abuſes, and corruptions ſpread almoit through 
every part of Dublin; and propoſing ſuch remedies, as 


I hope the legiſlature will approve of. 


The narrow compaſs, to which I have confined myſelf 
in this paper, will allow me only to touch the moit im- 
portant defects; and ſuch as I think ſeem to require the 


moſt ſpeedy redreis. 


And firit ; perkaps there was never known a witer in- 
ſtiturion, than that of allowing certain perſons of both 
lexes in large and populous cities to cry through the 
lircers many necefſries of life: it would be endleſs to re- 


| count the conveniencics, which our city enjoys by this 


uleful invention; and particularly ſtrangers forced hither 
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by buſineſs, who reſide here but a ſhort time: for theſe, 
having uſually but little money, and being wholly igno- 
rant of the town, might at an eaſy price purchaſe a tole- 
rable dinner, if the ſeveral criers would pronounce the 
names of the goods they have to ſell in any tolerable lan- 
. And therefore, until our law-makers ſhall think 
it proper to interpoſe ſo far as to make thoſe traders pro- 
nounce their words in ſuch terms, that a plain chriſtian 
hearer may comprehend what is cried, | would adviſe all 
new comers to look out at their garret windows, and 
there ſee whether the thing that is cried be fripes, or 
flummery, butter-milk, or cow heels, For as things are 
now managed, how is it poſſible for an honeſt country- 
man juſt arrived to find out what is meant, for inſtance, ' 
by the following words, with which his ears are con- 
ſtantly ſtunned twice a day, muggs. juggs, and forringers, | 
wp in the garret, and ditun in the cellar ; | ſay, how is it 
ble for any ſtranger to underſtand, that this jargon | 
is meant as an invitation to buy a farthing's worth of 
milk for his breakfait or ſupper, unleſs his curiofity draws 
him to the window, or until his landiady hall inform | 
him ? I produce this only as one in ſtance among a hun- | 
dred much woric, I mean, where the words make a ſound 
wholly inarticulate, which give fo much diſturbance, 
q and fo little information 3 5 
3 The affirmation ſolemniy made in the cry of berrings — 
is directly againſt all truth and probability; Jerrings a- | 
live, alive here ; the very proverb will convince us of 
this; for what is more frequent in ordinary ſpeech, than 
to ſay of ſome ncigubour for whom the paſling-Eell rings, 
that be is dead as a kerring. And pray how dis it poſfigle, 
that a Herring, which, as pdillſeplers obſerve, can tlie 
longer than on: minute three {ccunds and a halt out if | 
water, ſhould bear a voyage in oper. boats trom How h 
to Dublin, be tofied into twenty hands, and preterie its | | 


lite in fieves tor ſeveral hours? nay, we have witnell:s 
ready to produce, tilat many thauſands of theie berrizgs, 
ſo impudent]y aſſerted to be alive, have been a day and 
a night upon dry land. Bur this is not the worſt. What 
can we think of thole impious wretches, who dare in 
the face of the ſun vouch the very ſame affirmative of 
their ſalmon, and cry jalmon alive, alive; whereas, it 
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you call the woman who cries it, ſhe is not aſhamed to 
turn back her mantle, and ſhew you this individual /a/- 
mon cut into a dozen pieces. I have given good advice 
to theſe infamous diſgracers of their ſex and calling, with- 
out the leaſt appearance of remorſe, and fully again ſt che 
conviction of their own conſciences; I have mentioned 
this grievance to ſeveral of our pariſh miniſters ; but all 


in vain ; ſo that it mutt continue, until the government 


ſhall think fit to interpoſe. 

There is another cry, which from the ſtricteſt obſer- 
vation I can make, appears to be very modern, and it is 
that of /ezeet hearts; and is plainly intended for a re- 
flection upon the female fex ; as if there were at preſent 
ſo great a dearth of lovers, that the women iattcad of 
receiving preſents from men, were now forced to oifer 
money to purchaſe ſtrert hearts. Neither am I ſure, 
that this cry doth not glance at ſome diſaffection againit 


the government; inſinuating, that while ſo many of our 


troops are engaged in foreign ſervice, and ſuch a great 
number of our gallant officers conftantly reſide inEugland, 
the ladies are forced to take up with parjons and attor- 


niet: but this is a moſt unjuſt reflection, as may ſoon be 
proved by any perſon that frequents the caſtle, our pub- 
lie walks, our balls and aſſemblies; where the crowds. 
of f taupees were never known to ſwarm as they do at 


| __ Preſent. 


There is a cry peculiar to this city, which I do not 


remember to have been uitd in London; or at leaſt, not 


in the ſame terms that it hath been practiſed by both par- 
ties, during cach of their power, but very unjuſtly by 
the tories. While theſe were at the helm, they grew 


| daily more and more impatient to put all true hig. and 


Hanoverians out of employments : to effect which, they 
hired certain ordinary tcllows with large baſkets on their 
ſhoulders to call aloud at every houſe, dirt to carry aut; 
giving that denomination to vur whole party ; as if they 
would fignify, that the kingdom could never be c/ean/cd, 
until we were ſwept from the earth like rulbiſpb. But 

Vor. III. "=" ſince 


A fort of ſugar cakes in the ſhove of hearts. | 
+ A new name f a modern periwig with a long black tail, and 
for its owner 5 now in faſhion, Dec. 1, 1733. | 
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fince r Ar » When we were fo mira- 
culouſly preſerved Juſt an inch from popery, ſlavery, 
maſſacre, and the pretender, | muſt own it is 
ia us ſtill to go on with the ſame cry; which hath ever 
| fince been fo effeftually obſerved, that the true political 
dirt is wholly removed, and thrown on its proper dung- 


hills, there to corrupt and be no more heard of 


Bur to proceed to other enormities : every perſon,who 


walks the ſtreets, muſt needs obſerve an immenſe num. | 
ber of human excrement: at the doors and ſteps of waſte 


houles, and at the ſides of every dead wall; for which 
the diſaffected party hath aſſigned a very falſe and malici- 
ous cauſe : they would have jt, that theſe heaps were laid 
there privately by Britiſh fundamerts to make the world 
believe, that our Iriſh vulgar do daily eat and drink; and 
conſequently that the clamour of poverty among us muſt 
be falſe, proceeding only from Facobites and papifti. 
They would confirm this by pretending to obſerve, that 
a Britiſh 2:2; being more narrowly perforated than one 
of our own country, and many of theſe excrements, up- 
on a ſtrict view, appearing copple-crowned with a point 
like a cone or pyramid, are eafily diſtinguſhed from the 
Hibernian, which lie much f tter and with leſs continui- 
ty. I communiczted this conjecture to an eminent phyſi- 


cian, who is well vericd in iuch profound ſpeculations ; | 


and at my requeſt was pleated to niake trial with each of 
his fingers, by thruſting them into the 22 of ſeveral per- 
ons of both nations, and profeſſed he could find no ſuch 
difference between them as thoſe 11]- dipoſed pecple al- 
| ledge. On the contrary, he aſſured me, that much the 
greater number of narrow cavities were of Hibernian ori- 
gin. This I only mention, to ſhew how ready the Faco- 
bites are to lay hold of any handle to expreſs their malice 
againſt the government. I had almoſt forgot to add, that 
my friend the phyſician could, by ſmelling each finger, 


Eiltinguiſh the Hibernian excrement from the Britiſh, and 


was not abave twice miſtaken in an hundred experiments; 


upon which he intends very ſoon to publiſh a learned di- 


iteration. 8 | | 
There is a diverſion in this city, which uſually begins 
among the butchers ; but is often continued by a ſucceſſi- 


un of other people through many ſtreets ; it is called the 
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number it among 
: a ſtrange dog 


ger 
people and even his 
own brother animals purſue : the purſuit and cry attend 


him perhaps half a mile; he is well worried in his flight; 


| and ſometimes hardly eſcapes. This our ill wiſhers of 
the Facobite kind are pleaſed to call a perſecution ; and 


affirm, that it always falls upon dogs of the tory principle. 


But we can well defend ourſelves by juſtly alledging, that 
when they were uppermoſt, they treated our dogs full as 


inhumanly. As to my own part, who have in former 
times often attended theſe proceſens, although I can ve- 
ry well diftingutih between a whig and tory dog, yet I 


never carried my reſentment very far from a party prin- 


cigle, except it were againſt certain malicious dogs, M ho 
moſt diicovered their enmity againſt us in the worſt of 


I: times. * And I remember too well, that in the wicked 
' miniſtry of the Earl of Oxford a large maſtiff of our par- 
ty, being unmercifully cgſed, ran without thinking be- 


tween my legs, as I was coming up Fiſhamble ſtreet; 
and, as I am of low ſtature with very ſhort legs, bore 


meriding backwards down the hill for above two hundred 
yards: and although I made uſe of his tail for a bridle, 


holding it faſt with both my hands, and clung my legs as 
cloſe to his ſides as I could; yet we both came down to- 
gether into the middle of the kennel ; where after row- 
ling three or four times over each other, I got up with 
much ado amidſt the ſhouts and huzzas of a and 
malicious 7ac:4ites. I cannot indeed but gratefully ac- 
knowledge, that for this and many other ſervices and ſuf- 
ferings t I have been ſince more than over-paid. 


T his adventure may perhaps have put me out of love 
with the diverſion of cofſing, which I confeſs myſelf an 


* Acant word uſed by the Whigs for the four laſt years of queen 
Anne's reign, during the Earl of Oxford's minifiry. | 
| See the apology for the Tale of a Tub, Vol. I, 
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enemy to, unleſs we could always be ſure of diſtinguiſhing 

tary dogs 5 whereof great numbers have fince been o) 
prudent, as entirely to chan e their principles, and are 
_- juſtly eſteemed the beſt worriers of their former 
I m aſſured, and pait'y know, that all the chimney. 
ſweepers boys, where members of parliament chiefly 
lodge, are hired by aur enemies to ſculk in the tops of 
chimnies with their heads no higher than will juſt per- 


mit them to look round; and at the uſual hours when 
members are going to the houſe, if they ſee a coach ſtand 


near the lodging of any loyal member, they call coach, 
coach, as loud as they can bal, juſt at the inſtant when 
the footman begins to give the ſame call. And this is 
chiefly done on thoſe days, when any point of importance 
is to be debated. This practice may be of very danger- 
ous conſequence ; for theſe boys are all hired by enemies 
to the government: and thus by the abſence of a few 
members tor a few minutes a queſtion may be carried 
againſt the true intereff of the kingdom, and very proba- 
bly not without an eye towards the pretender. | 

I have not obſerved the wit and fancy of this town ſo 


much employed in any one article, as that of contrivng | 
variety of ſigns to hang over houſes where punch is to be | 
fold. The bowl is repreſented full ot punch, the ladle 


fands erect in the middle, ſupported ſometimes by one 
and ſometimes by two anunals, whoſe feer reſt upon 
the edge of the bow]. Theſe animals are ſometimes one 


black lion, and ſometimes a couple; ſomerimes a ſingle | 


eagle, and ſometimes a ſpread one; and we often meet 


a crow, a ſwan, a bear, or a cock, in the ſame poſture. 


Now, I cannot find how any of theſe animals either 
ſeparate or in conjuction are, properly ſpeaking, fit em- 


dlems or embelliſhments to advance the fale of punch. N 
Beſides it is agreed among naturaliſts, that no brute can 


endure he taſle of ſtrung liquor, except where he hath 
been uſed to it from his infaney; and conſequently it is 
againſt all the rules of bieroghph to aſſign thoſe animals 


as patrons or protectors of punch. For in chat cale we 


ought to ſuppoſe, that the hoſt keeps always ready the 
bird or bealt, whereof the picture hangs over his 
door, to entertain his gueſts ; which however to my 
| knowledge 
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well known to 
i dangerous enemy. The ſean, who muſt of neceſſity 
cover the entire bowl with his wings, can be no other 
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knowledg is not true in fact; not one of thoſe birds being 
2 proper companion for a chriſtian, as to aiding and af- 


fiſting in making the punch. For as they are drawn up- 


on the ſign, they are much more likely to mute, or ſhed 
their feathers into the liquor. Then as to the bear, he 

is too terrible, aukward, and flovenly a companion to 
converſe with; neither are any of them all handy enough: 


ro fill liquor to the company; I do therefore vehemently 


ſuſpect a plot in ended againſt the government by theſe 


devices. For although the read-eagle be the arms of 
Germany, upon which account it may poſſibly be a lawfu' 


| proteſtant ſign, yet I, who am very ſuſpicious of fair out- 


fides in a matter, which ſo nearly concerns our welfare, 


cannot but call to mind, that the prefender's wife is ſaid 
to be of German birth: erer 
both at 


ſa veſt an extent of land are reported to exc 
making and drinking punch ; beſides it is plain, that the- 


ſpread eagle exhibits to us the perfect figure of a croſs ;- 


which is a badge of popery. Then as to the cock, he i 
nt the French nation, our old anc. 


than the Spaniard, who endeavours to engroſs all the 


| treaſures of the Indies to himſelf. The lien is indeed 
the common emblem of royal power, as well as the arms 
dl England]; but to paint him in black is perfe&tFacobiti/m, - 
and a manifeſt type of thoſe who blacken the actions ot 
| the beſt princes. It is not eaſy to diftinguiſh, whether 
that other fow] painted over the punch-bowl be a crow 
or a raven. It is true, they have both been ominous 
birds: but I rather take it to be the former; becauſe it 
is the diſpoſition of a crozy to pick out the eyes of other 


ereatures; and orten even of chriſtians, after they are 


dead; and is therefore drawn here with a. deſign to put 

mme Jacabites in mind of their old practice, firſt to lull us 
 afleep (which is an emblem of death) and then to blind 
our eyes, that we may not ſee their dangerous practices 


againſt the ſtate. 


To ſpeak my private opinion ; the leaſt offenſive pic- 
ture in the whole ſet ſeems to be the bear ; becauſe he 


repreſents arſa major, or the great bear, who preſid s 


| wer the north, where the reformation firſt began; and 
In . ; which, 


1 
2 
| 
| 
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which, next to Britain (including Scotland and the north 
of Ireland) is the great protector of the tra- 
religion. But however in thoſe figns, where 
the leur to be chained, I cannot help ſurmiſing a Facobite 
contrivance; by which theſe traytors hint an earneſt de. 
fire of NN 
primitive chriſtians; I mean, to repreſent us as bears, 
and then hailoo their tory-dogs to beat us to death. 


Thus I have given a fair account of what I diſlike in 


all the figns ſet over thoſe houſes, that invite us to punch. 
F own it a was a matter, that did not need explaining, be- 
ing ſo very obvious to common underſtanding ; yet I 
know not how it happens, but methinks there ſcems a fa- 


tal blindneſs to overfpread our corporal eyes, as well as 
dur intellectual: and I heartily wiſh, I may be found a 
falſe prophet. For theſe are not bare ſuſpicions, but ma- 


nifeſt demonſtrations. | 
Therefore, away with theſe ppi Facabites, and ido- 
latrous gew-gaws. And I heartily with a law were en- 
_ ated under ſevere penalties againſt drinking punch at all; 
for nothing is eaſter, than to prove it a diſaffected liquor; 


the chief ingredients, which are, brandy, oranges and le- | 


Mons, are all ſent us from popiſh countries; and 


remains of prote//ant growth, but ſugar and water. For 


as to biſcuir, which formerly was held a nec 


dient, and is truly Britiſh, we fiad it is entirely rejected. 


But I will put the truth of my affertion paſt all doubt: 
I mean th:t this liquor is by one important innovation 


grown of ill example, and dangerous conſequence to the 


public. It is well known, that by the true original inſti- 
tution of making punch left us by captain Ratcliff, the 
| ſharpnelis is only occaſioned by the juice of /emons ; and 
ſo continued until after the happy reralutian. Oranges, 


alas ! are a mere innovation, and in a manner but of ye- 
fterday. It was the politics of Facebites to introduce them 


gradually; and to what intent? The thing ſpeaks itſelf. 
It was cunningly to ſhew their virulence againſt his ſacred 
majeſty king William of ever glorious and immortal ne- 
zory. But of late (to ſhew bow faſt diſloyalty encreal- 
eth) they came from one to two, and then to three 
orangen; nay at preſent we often find punch made all with 
oranges, and not one ſingle hh. For the * 
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Lins at bie cxvefeit, et here ut cera liquſeit, etc. 
And thus the Romans, when they ſacrificed an ox, uſed 
this kind of prayer; as I knock down this ax, ſo may} 
thou, O Jupiter! knock down our enemies. In like man- 


ner after king William's death, whenever a Facobite 


ſqueezed an orange, he had a mental curſe upon the gh- 
rious memory, and a wiſh for power to ſqueeze all 
his majeſty's friends to death, as he /gzueezed that orange, 
which bore one of his titles, as he was prince of : 
This I do affirm for truth, many of that faction 
confeſſed it to me under an oath of ſecrecy, which — 


ver | thought it my duty not to keep, when I faw my 
dear country in danger. But what better can be — 
k 


ed from an impious ſet of men, who never ſcruple 
cox FANS to all true proteſiants under = name of 
whig? A molt ater & 47 and inhuman practice; which 
to our great honour and comfert was never charged upon us, 
even by our moſt malicious detraftors. 

The fign of two angels hovering in the air, and with 
thetr right hand ſupporting a crown, is met with in ſe- 


| veral parts of this city; and hath often given me great 


offence : for, whether by the unſkilfulneſs or dangerous 
principles of the Tainters 1 I have good reaſons 
to ſuſpect the latter) thoſe angels are uſually drawn with 
ſuch horrid, or indeed rather diabolical countenances, 


chat they give great offence to every loyal eye, and equal 
infamous 


cauſe of triumph to the Jacobite, being a moſt 
rell tion upon our able and excellent miniſtry. | 
I now return to that great enormity of city cries; moſt 


of which we have borrowed from London. I ſhall con- 


lider them only in a politics! view, as they neariy affect 
the peace and lafery of both kingdoms ; ; and having been 
originally contrived by wicked Machiavels to bring in 
popery, favery, and arbitrary foerer by defeating the pro- 
teſtant tu. cellion, and introducing the pretender, ought 
in jultice to be here laid ope : to the world. 


About two or three monch- After the happy W 


224 AN EXAMINATION OF ABUSES, etc. 


all perſons, who poſſeſſed any employment or office, in 
church or ſtate, were obliged by act of parliament to 
take the oaths to king William and queen Mary: and a 
great number of diſaffected perſons refuſing to take the 
| ſaid oaths from a pretended ſcruple of conſcience, but 
really from a ſpirit of popery and rebellion, they contriy. 
ed a plot to make the ſwearing to thoſe princes odious in 
the eyes of the people. To this end, they hired certain 
women of ill fame, but loud ſhrill voices, under 
of ſelling fiſh, to go through the ſtreets with 
their heads, and cry, buy my ſeul, buy my /oul ; plai 
inſinuating, that all 222. 20 "chow ha, a 
were juſt ready to ſell their ſouls for an employment. 


'Fhis cry was revived at the death of queen Anne, and, 


I hear, ftill continues in London with much cffence to 


all true proteſiants ; but to our great happineſs ſeems to 


be almoſt dropt in Dublin. 

But becauſe I altogether contemn the diſpleaſure and 
reſentment of high flyers, tories, and Facebites, whom I 
look upon to be worſe even than profeſt papiſts, I do 
Here declare, that thoie evils which I am going to menti- 
on, were all brought in upon us in the worff of times un- 
der the late earl of Oxford's adminiftration, during the 
faur laſt years of queen Anne's reign. That wicked mi- 
uiſfer was univerſally known to be a papiſt in his heart. 
+ He was of a met avaritious nature, and is ſaid to have 
died worth four millions ſterl. beſides his waſt expence 


in building, ſtatues, plate, jewels, ard other coſtly ra- 


rities. He was of a mean obſcure birth, from the ve- 
y dregs of the people; and ſo illiterate, that he could 
touch on his open, profane, profligate life ; becauſe I de- 
fire nat to rake into the aſbes of the 42. : and there- 
fore I ſhall alſerve this wiſe maxim; de mortuis nil niſi 


bonum. 


This flagitious man, in order to compaſs his black de- 


figns, employed certain wicked inſtruments (which great 


ttacelmen are never without) to adapt ſeveral London 
eries in ſuch à manner as would belt anſwer his 2 - 


t The author's meaning is juſt cor.trary to che literal ſenſe inthe 
character of Lord Oxford. Hanvkeſ, 


ves on 
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and make their purchaſe. And, I remember very well 

| how oddly it looked, when we obſerved many gentlemen 
 finelydreſt about the court-end of the town, and as far 

28 York-building:, where the lord-treaſurer Oxford 
dwelr, calling the women who cried buy my freſb places, 
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And, whereas it was upon good 
that all places at court were fold to the higheſt 
= certain women were employed by his emiffaries 
to carry ih in baſkets on their heads, and bail 
the ſtreets, buy my freſt places, I muſt indeed own that 
other women uſed the fame cry, who were innocent of 
this wicked deſizn, and really ſold fiſh of that denomina- 
tion to get an honeſt livelihood; but the reſt, who were 
in the ſecret, although they carried f/ in their fteves or 
baſkets to ſave appearances, yet they had likewiſe a cer- 
tain fign, ſomewhat reſembling that of the free-maſens, - 


which the purchaſers of p/acos knew well enough, and 


were dĩrected by the women, whither they were to reſort 


and talking to them in the corner ot a ſtreet, until they 
underſtood each other's ſign. 

ſerve that any fiſh was bought. 
Some years before the cries liſt mentioned, the duke 


bol Savoy was reported, to have made certain overtures to 
the court of England, for admitting his eldeſt ſon by the 
dutcheſs of Orleans daughter to ſucceed to the crown, aa 


next heir, upon the preterder's being rejected; and. that 
ſon was immediately to turn proteſtant. It was confi- 
dently reported, that great numbers of peop 
to the then llaſtriaus, but now royal, houſe of Hanover 


were in thoſe meaſures. Whereupon another ſet of WC o- 


men were hired by the facabite leaders to cry through the 
whole town, 4% my Savoys, dainty Savoys, curious Sa- 


|  voys. . But I cannot directly charge the late Earl of Ox- 


ford with this cor/piracy, bec auſe he was not then chi -f 


miniſter. Howerer, this wicked cry ſtill continues in 


London, and was brought over hither, where it remains 


to this day; and is in my himble opinion a very ofenfive 


fund to every true proteſtaut, who is old enough to re- 
member thoſe dangerous times. 
During the miniſtry of that corrupt and jacobit2 ear! 


| above mentioned, the ſecret pernicious deſign of thoſe in 
Power was to fell Flanders to France: the conſequence o 
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But we never could ob- 
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which muſt have been the infallible ruin of the States- ge- 
neral, and would have opened the way for France to ob. 
tain that univerſal monarchy, they have ſo long aimed at; 
to which the Britiſh dominions muſt next after Holland 


have been compelled to ſubmit, whereby the proteftant 
religion would be rooted out of the world. 
A deſign of this vaſt importance, after long conſulta- 
tion among the jacobite grandees with the earl of Oxford 
at their head, was at laſt determined to be carried on by 
the ſame method with the former: it was therefore apain 
put in practice; but the conduct of it was chieſty left to 
choſen men, whoſe voices were louder and ſtronger than 
thoſe of the other ſex : and upon this occaſion was firſt 
inſtituted in London that famous cry of Fleunpz as. 
But the criers were particularly directed to pronounce the 
word faunders, and not flaunders. For the country, 
which we now by corruption call Flanders, is in its true 
orthography ſpelt flaunders, as may be obvious to all 
who read old Englith books. I tay, from hence begun 


that thundering cry, which hath ever fince ſtunned the 
ears of all London, made fo many children tall into fits, 
and women miſcarry; come buy my freſb flaunders, u- 
riaus flaunders, charming flaunder:, alive, alive, bn ; 


which laſt words can with no propriety of ſpeech be ap- 


plied to fiſh manifeſtly dead, (a. I obſerved before in her- 


rings and /aimon) but very juſtly to ten provinces con- 
taining many millions of living c#-;/Zians. But the ap- 
plication is ſtill cloſer, when we conſider that all the peo- 


ple were to be taken like fiſhes in a net; and by aſũſtance 
of the pate, who tets up to be the aniver/al fiſher of men, 
the whole innocent nation was, according to our common 


expreſſion, to be luid as fiat as a flounder. 


| remember, myſelf, a particular crier of founders in 


London, who arrived at fo much tame for the loucn:isof 
his voice, as to have ine honour Lf being mentioned up- 
on that account in a comedy. He hath diſt ur bed me ma- 
ny a morning, before he came within fifty doors of my 


lodging: and although I were not in thoſe days fo fully 


4 of the dcligns, whici our common enemy had 
then in agitatien, yet I know not how, by a ſecret im- 


Pu.le, ycung as I was, I couid nct for bear conceiving 2 


mrong diſlike agalnſt the fellow; and oſten faid to _ 
. | _ Thi 
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be forged in the Jeſuits : alas, 
(nd! 7 an grievmfy miles, if there be ns 


being too viſionary 


| renwards that I conjectured rig 


flefted, that if the wicked faction could have procured 
only a thouſand men of as ſtrong Jungs as the fellow 1 
mentioned, none can tell how terrible the conſequences 


might have been, not only to theſe two kingdoms, but 
over all Europe, by ſelling Flanders to France. And 


yet theſe cries continue unpunithed both in London and 


Dublin; although, I confeſs, not with equal vehemency 
or loudneſs ; becauſe the reaſon for contriving this deſpe- 


rate plot is to our great felicity wholly czaſed. 
It is well known, that the majority of the Britiſh houſe 


of commons in the laſt years of queen Anne's reign were, 


in their hearts, directly oppoſite to the Earl of Oxford's 
pernicious meaſures ; which put him und.r the neceſſity 


ol bribing them with ſalaries. Whercupon he had again 


recourſe to his old politics And accordingly his emiſ- 


| faries were very buſy in employing certain arttul women, 
of no good life and converſation (as was proved before 
juſtice | Peyton) to cry that vegetable commonly called 
_ fellery through the town. Thetz women differ from the 
common criers of that herb by ſome private mark, which 
I could never learn; but the matter was notorious 

enough, and iufiicienily talked of; and about the ſame 
period was the cry of /e!/zry brought over into this king- 


dom. But ſince there is not at this preſent · he leaſt oe- 


caſion to ſu ſpect the loyalty of our cricrs upon that article, 
Iam content that it may mill be tolerated. | 


1 ſhall mention but one cry more, which hath any re- 


ference to politics; but is indeed of all cthers the moſt. 
inſolent, as well as treaſcnable, under our preient happy 


eſtabliſi ment, | mean that of traps; not of turnips, 


acco;ding to the beſt crthography, but abſolutely arri. 
Although the cry be of an older date than forme of the 
preceding enormitics, for it began ſoon after the revolu- 


tion; yet was it never known to arrive at ſo great a 
1 heighth, 


A famous whig juſtice in thols times. 
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hed! ongrrgny wards hoot wg ma And this thisthey 
pretend to prove by ſome words in the cry ; becauſe, after 


Ge cxier hed henled out faraaye, Jo, Jes 2 


trurnups, he would ſometimes add the two 4 


Turn up the miſtreſs, and turn up the maid, 
| Turn up the daughter, and be not afraid. 


This, ſay ſome political ſophilts, plainly hems, that 


there can be nothing farther meant in ſo infamous a cry, 


than an invitation to led neſs; which indeed ought to be 
ſeverely puniſhed in all well-regulated governments; yet 
cannot be fairly interpreted as a crime of tate. But, I 
hope, we are not ſo weak and blind to be deluded at this 
time of day with fuch poor evaſions. I could, if ic were 


proper, demonſtrate the very time when thoſe two verſes 


were compoſed, and name the author, who was no other 


than the fa:nous Mr Swan fo well known for his talent at 


quibbling, and was as virulent a jacobite as any in Eng- 

land. Neither could he deny the fact, when he was tax- 
ed for it in my preſence by Sir Henry Dutton Colt, and 
colonel Davenport, at the Smyrna coffee - houſe, on the 
| yoth of June, 1701. Thus it appears to a demonſtrati- 
on, that thoſe verſes were only a blind to conceal the moſt 
dangerous deſigns of the party; who, from the firſt years 


after the happy revolution, uſed a cant-way of talking in 


their clubs, after this manner: we hope to ſee the 
| cards fonffled once more, and axather king TUrN ur 
trump : and when fball we meet over a diſpof Tur nues? 
Ihe lame term of art was uſed in their plots agaidſt the 
government, and in their treaſonable letters written in cy- 
pPhers, and decyphered by the famous Dr. Willes, as you 


may read in the trials of thoſ: times. This I thought fit 
to ſet forth at large, and in fo clear a light; becaule the 


Scotch and French authors have given a very different ac- 
count of the word turnub; but whether out of igno- 
rance or partiality I ſhail not decree ; becauſe I am ſure 


the reader is convinced by my Cifcovery. It is to be ob- 
ſerved 
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ſerved, that this cry was ſung in a particular manner 
by fellows in diſguiſe to give notice, where thoſe traitors 
were to meet in order to concert their villainous deſigns. 

I have no more to add upon this article, than an hum- 
ble propoſal, that thoſe, who cry this root at preſent in 
our ſtreets of Dublin, may be compelled by the juſtices 


ofthe peace to pronounce ng, and not twrmep : for, I 
am afraid, we have ſtill too 1 


many | 
— would be well if their cellars were ſometimes 


5 ſearched, when the owners leaſt expect it; for I am not 


out of fear, that /atet anguis in herba. . 
Thus, we are zealous in matters of ſmall moment, 
while we neglect thoſe of the higheſt importance. I have 
already made it manifeſt, that all theſe cries were con- 
trived in the ar Con times, under the miniſtry of that 
: ftateſman Robert late Earl of Oxford; and for 

that very reaſon ought to be with horror, as be- 
gun in the reign of Facobites, and may well be number- 
; or, if it be 
thought proper that tneſe cries mu continue, ſurely 
they ought to be only truſted in the hands of true proteff- 
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_ A LertTxx from a member of the houſe of 


commons in Ireland, to a member of the 


houle of commons in England, concerning 


the Sa ckAMENTAL TEST. 


Written in the year 1708. 


812. 


T Received your letter, wherein you tell me of the 
ſtrange repreſentations made of us on your tide of the 


water. The inſtance you are pleaſed to mention is that 
of the — ng miſſionary, who, according to your 
phraſe, hath been laieiy perſecuted at Drogheda for his 
e 5 e religion: 


n the n volume of Dr. Swift's and Mr. Pope's Mifcellanies, - 


1 found the following treatiſe, which had been printed in London, 
Vith ſome other of tne Dean's works, any years before, but at firſt 


came out by itſelf in the year 1708, as the cate ſhews: and it was 


at a juncture, when the diſſenters were endeavouring to repeal the 
facramental teſt, as, by common fame, and ſome pamphlets pub- 
liſhed to the fame purpoſe, they ſeem to be now again attempting, 
with great hope of ſucceſs. I have therefore taken the liberty to 
make an extract out of that diſcourſe, omitting only ſore paſſages, 


which relate to certain perſons, and are of no conſequence to the ar- 
gument. But the author's way of reaſoning ſeems at preſent to 


have more weight, than it had in theſe times, when the diſcourſe 
firſt appeared. The author, in this letter, perſunates a member 
of parliament here, to a member cf parliament in England. | 
The ſpeaker, mentioned in hes letter, was Allen Broderick, after- 
wards Chancellor and lord Middleton; and the prelate was Dr. 
Lindſay, afterwards Primate, | 


® This tract was reprinted in Ireland in 1755, when the at- 


tempt to repeal the ſacramental teſt was revived. here was an 


explanatory advertiſement prefixed, which is ſaid by Lurd Orrery - 
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religion : but it is eaſy to obſerve, how mighty ĩnduſtri- 
ous ſome people have been for three or four years paſt, 
to hand about ſtories of the hardſhips, the merits, the 


number, and the power of the prefbyterians in Ireland, 


to raiſe formidable 1deas of the dangers of popery tl 
and to tranſmit all for England, improved by great addi- 
tions, ard with ſpecial care to have them inſerted with 
comments in thoſe infamous weekly papers, that inſeſt 
coffee · houſes. So, when the clauſe enacting a /a- 
cramental teſt was put in execution, it was given out in 
England, that half the juſtices of peace through this king- 
dom had laid down their commiiſions: whereas, upon 
examination, the whcle number was found to amount 
only to a dozen or thirteen, and thoſe generally of the 


' loweſt rate in fortune and underſtanding, and ſome of 


them ſuperannuated. So, when the Earl of Pembroke 
was in Ireland, and the parliament fitting, a formal ſtory 
was very gravely carried to his excellency by ſomezeal- 
ous members, of a prieſt newly arrived from abroad to 
the north weil parts of Ireland, who had publicly preach- 
ec to his people to fail a murthering the proteſtants ; 


which, though invented to ſerve an end they were then 


upon, and are ſtill driving at, was preſently handed over, 
and printed wich ſhrewd remarks by your worthy ſerid- 


| to have been dictated, or ſtrictly reviſed by the Dean himſelf : but 
there are inaccuracies in it, which may weil be thought ſufficient 


to deftroy its authenticity: that which in the firſt paragraph is call» 
ed the flat in g trea: ſe is afterwards ſaid to be an extract of @ | 
ecurſe, and it is ummemiately aoded, that this cxtra# is the whole, ex- 

cept ſome paſlages of no conſequence: theſe are included in a paren- 


| theſis. Raute. 


Su ift held the diſſenters in the utmoſt degree of ridicule and de- 
teſtat ton. He had an openneſs in his diſpcſition, and a frankneſs in 
bis conduct, that bcre an abhorrence to all kind of reſerve. 
To ſuch a diſpoſ.tion it is imp ſſible that the gravity of nonconfor- 
miſts could be agreeable, The diſlike was mutual on both ſides. 
Dr. Swift hated all fanatics: ail fanatics hate Dr. Swift, This 
picce is particularly written azainft repealing the teſt act: and who- 
ever conſiders him elf related to the kingdom of Irclind, will find 
in it ſome arguments of weight and e nfideration, in caſe any ſuch 
repeal ſhould ever be attempted there, Orrery. 
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| blers. In like manner the account of that perſon, who- 
was lately expelled our univerſity for refleQting on the 
memory of king William; what a duſt it raiſed, and hom 
foully it was related, is freſh enough in memory. Nei- 
ther would people be convinced till the univerfity was at 


the pains of publiſhing a Latin paper to juſtify themſelves, 
And, to mention no more, this ſtory of the perſecution at 


Drogheda, how it hath been ſpread and aggravated 
what uences have been drawn from it, and what 


reproaches 
| we are already informed. Now, if the end of all this pro- 


ceeding were a ſecret and 1 I ſhould not pretend 
t 


to give it an interpretation ; but ſufficient care hath been 
taken to explain it, firff, by addreſſes artificially (if not 
iltegally) procured, to ſhew the miſerable ſtate of the 4% 
fenters in Ireland by reaton of the ſacramental teft, and 
to deſire the queen's interceſſion, that it might be repeal- 

ed. Then, it is manifeſt, that 5 our ſpeaker, when he 
was laſt year in England, ſolicited in perſon ſeveral mem- 


ders of both houſes to have it repealed by an act there; 


though it be a matter purely national, that cannot poſſi- 


bly interfere with the trade and intereſt of England; and 


though he himſelf appeared formerly the moſt zealous of 
all men againſt the injuſtice of binding a nation by laws, 
to which they do not conſent. And /a/ly, thoſe week- 
ly libellers, whenever they geta tale by the end relating 


to Ireland, without once troubling their thoughts about 


the truth, always end it with an application againſt the 
facramental teſt, and the abiolute neceſſity there is of re- 
pealing it in both kingdoms. TI know it may be reckon- 
ed a weakneſs to ſay any thing of ſuch trifles, as are be- 
low a ſerious man's notice; much leſs would I dit; 


the underſtanding of any party, tothink hey would chuſe 


the vileſt and moit ignorant among mankind, to employ 
them for the afſertors of a cauſe. I ſha}! only ſay, that 
the ſcandalous liberty thoſe wretches take, would hard - 
ly be allowed, if it were not mingled with opinions that 

Jome men would be glad to advance, Beſides, how inſi- 
pid ſoever thoſe papers are, they * 


& Mr. Allen Bro/erick, afterwards chancellor of Ireland, nd 


on thoſe who have leaſt deſerved them, 
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underſtandings of a great number ; they are grown a 
— — furniture, and ſome time or 
other may happen to be read by cuſtomers of all ranks 


der curiofity and amuſement, becauſe they lie always in 


the way. One of theſe authors (the fellow that was pil- 
hried, I have f forgot his name) is indeed fo grave, fen- 

tentious, dogmatical a rogue, that there is no enduring 
him; the || a4/errator is much the briſker of the two, 
and I think farther gone of late in lyes and impudence 
than his preſbyterian brother. [The reaſon why I men- 
tion him, is to have an occaſion of letting you know, that 


you have not dealt ſo gallantly with us, as we did with 


you in a parallel caſe: laſt year a paper was brought here 
from England, called, A dialogue betirecn the archbiſhop of 


Canterbury and Mr. Higgins, which we ordered to be 


burnt by the common hangman, as it well deſerved, 
though we have no more to do with his grace g of Can- 
terbury, than you have with the archbiſhop of Dublin ; 


nor can you love and reverence your prelate more than 


we do ours, whom you tamely ſuffer to be abuſed open- 
ly, and by name, by that paultry raſcal of an ob/ervator ; 
and lately upon an affair wherein he had no concern; 1 
mean the bufineſs of the iſſionary of Drogheda, wherein 
engaged, and did nothing but 
according to law and diſcretion, But becauſe ä 
Archbiſhop t of Dublin hath been ſeveral occaſi- 
ons, of late years, miſrepreſented in England, I would 
willingly ſet you right in his character. For his 
great ſufferings and eminent ſervices he was by the late 


+ The fellow that was pilloried, was Daniel Defoe, whoſe name 
Swift well knew and remembered; but the circumftance of the pil- 


| lory was to be introduced; and the manner of introducing it, ſhews 


great art in the niceſt touches of ſatire, and carries all the marks of 
ridieule, indignation, and contempt. The ſcoffs and ſarcaſms of 
Swift, like the bite of the rattle-ſnake, diſtinguiſh themſelves more 
FP Mp 1s PuUny WF 6 LEES WES 


: He was pilloried for a tract called The ſporteft away with the 


diſenters. 
| Mr. John Tutchin. 


& Dr. Thomas Teniſon. 
t Dr. William King. 
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king oted to the ſee of Derry. About the fame 
time he wrote a book to juſtify the revolution, wherein 
was an account of king James's proceedings in Ireland; 
and the late Archbiſhop Tillotſon recommended it tothe 
the king as the moſt ſerviceable treatiſe, that could have 
been publiſhed at ſuch a juncture. And as his grace 
ſet out upon thoſe principles, he has proceeded fo ever 


 fince, as a loyal ſubject to the queen, entirely for the ſuc. 


eeſſion in the proteſtant line, and for ever excluding the 


pretender ; and though a firm friend to the church, yet 


with indulgence towards diſſenters, as appears from his 
conduct at Derry, where he was ſettled for many years 
among the moſt virulent of the ſect, yet upon his remoy- 
al to Dublin they parted from him wich tears in their 
eyes, and univerſal acknowlegements of his wiſdom and 
Pons * the reſt, it muſt be owned, * not 
y himſelf by entering deep into any y, but rather 
ſpends his * acts of hoſpitality ws. a. oh in build- 
ing of churches, repairing his palace, in introducing and 
preferring the worthieſt perſons he can find, without 


that can become a public or private life. This and more, 
if poſſible, is due to ſo excellent a perſon, who may be 
juſtly reckoned among the greateſt and moſt learned pre- 


| lates of this age, however his character may be defiled | 
by ſuch mean and dirty hands as thole of the alſervatur, | ge 


: or ſuch as employ him.] 


I now come to anſwer the other part of your letter, 


and ſhall give you my opinion freely about repealing the 
facramental teſt ; only whereas you deſire my thoughts 
as a friend, and not as I am a member of parliament, I 


maſt aſſure you they are exactly the ſame in both capa- 


cities. | 
I 1 muſt begin by telling you, we are generally ſurprized 
at your wonderful kindneſs to us on this occaſion, in be- 
ing fo very induftriou« to teach us to ſce our intereſt in 2 
ro where we are unable to fee it ourſelves. This 


ath given us ſome tuſ: 'cion ; and though in my own 


particular lam huge!y beat to believe, that whenever you 


concern yourſelves in our affairs, it is certainly for our | 
gaad, yt I have the misfortune to be ſomething _ 
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other regards: in ſhort, in the practice of all virtues, 
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ſenſint, who have well deſerved upon 
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is this belief, and therefore I never attempt to juſtify it, 
but content myſelf to poſſeſs my own opinion in private, 
for fear of encountering men of more wit or words, than 
I have to ſpare. | Sg 

We at this diſtance, who ſee nothing of the ſpring of 
actions, are forced by meer conjecture to aſſign two rea- 
ſons for your defiring us to repeal the ſacramental teſt ; 
one is, ſe you are ſaid to imagine it will be a ſtep 
towards the like good work in England. The other more 
immediate, that it will open a way for rewarding ſeveral 
a great occaſion, 
but who are now unqualifizd through that impediment. 

I do not frequently quote poets, 2 Engliſh : 

r. 


but I remember there is in ſome of Cowley's love 
verſes a ſtrain, that I thought 1 at fifteen, and 


Forbid it, heaven, my life ſpoul be 
Veigbd with ber leaſt conveniency. 
In ſhort, whatever advantage you propoſe to yourſelves 

by repealing the ſarramental teſt, ſpeak it out plainly, it 
is the beſt argument you can uſe, for we value your in- 
tereſt much more than our own ; if your little hnger be 
fore, and you think a poultice made of our vitals will 

give it any eaſe, the word, and it ſhall be done: 
the intereſt of our whole kingdom is at any time ready 
to ſtrike to that of your pooreſt fing towns ; it is hard 
you will not accept our ſervices, unleſs we believe at the 


me time, that you are only conſulting our profit, and 


giving us marks of your love. If there be a fire at ſome 
diſtance, and I immediately blow up my houſe before 
there be occaſion, becauſe you are a man of quality, and 
apprehend ſome danger to a corzer of your ſtable; yet 
why ſhould you require me to attend next morning at 
your levee, with my humble thanks for the favour you 
have done me? FS | | 
It we might be allowed to judge for ourſelves, we had 
abundance of benefit by the facramental teſt, and ſoreſee 


a number of miſchicts would be the conſequence of re- 


pealing it; and we conceive the objections made againſt 
It dy the difenters are of no manner of force. I hey tell 


Ot rr 3 
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us of their merits in the late war in Ireland, and how 


chearfully they engaged for the ſafety of the nation; that 
jf they had thought they had been fighting only other 


people's quarrel-, perhapsit might have cooled their zeal ; 
and that for the future they ſhall fic down quietly, and 
let us do our work ourſelves ; nay, that it is 


they ſhould do fo, ſince they cannot take up arms under 


the penalty of high treaſon. 3 
ow ſuppoſing them to have done their duty, as I be- 


 lieve they did, and not to trouble them about the fy on 


the wheel, I thought [iberty, proferty, and religion, had 
been the three ſubjects of the quarrel ; and have not all 
theſe been amply ſecured to them; had they at that time 


theſe two articles be added hencetorward in our nation- 
al quarrels ? It is grown a mighty conceit among ſome 
men, to melt down the phraſe of a church eſtabliſped by 
lam, into that of the religion of the magi/trate ; ot whi 


| 2 the reaton than the ſenſe: 


if by the magiſtrate they mean the prince, (che expreſſiun 


includes a tal ſhood; for when king James was prince] 
the eſtabliſhed church was the ſame it is now. It by rhe 
fame word they mean the legiſſature, we deſire no more. 


Be that as it will, we of this kingdom believe the church 


of Ireland to be the national church, and the only one 
eſtabliſhed by law, and are willing by the iame law to 


give a tleration to diſſenters; but if once we repeal our 
Jacramental teſt, and grant a toleration, or ſuipend the exe- 
cution of the penal laws, I do nut ſee how we can be 
faid to have any eſtabliſued church remaining; or rather, 
vehy there will not be as many eſtabliſhed churches, as 
there are ſects of diſſenters. No, ſay they, yours will 


Rill be the national church, becauſe your biſhops and 


clergy are maintained by the public: but, that I ſuppoſe 
will be of no long duration, and it would be very unjuſt 
it ſhould, becauſe, to ſpeak in Tindal's phraſe, it is not 


reaſonable that revenues ſhould be annexed to one opini- 


I Alluding to the fable of a fly, who having ſettled on the ſpoke: 
of a wheel belonging to a chariot, that was driven rapidly along the 
road, exulted in his own importance, and cried out, * What a duſt 


« weroije | 


a mental reſervation for power and empleyments ? and muſt 
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on more than another, when all are equally lawful ; and 
it is the ſame author's maxim, that no free-born ſubject 
ought to pay for maintaining ſpeculations he does not be- 


heve. But why foould any man, upon account of opinions 


he cannot help, be deprived the Len end . ſerving his 
queen and country ! their zeal is commendable, and when 
employments go a begging ror want of hands, they ſhall 
be ſure to have the refuſal, only upon condition 

will not pretend to them upon maxims, which equally 
include Atheiſts, Turks, Jes, Infidels and Heretic; or, 
which is ſtill more dangerous, even pa iſts themſelves : 


the former you allow, the other you deny; becauſe theſe 
laſt own a foreign power, and therefore muſt be ſhut 


out. But there is no great weight in this ; for their re- 
ligion can ſuit with free ſtates, with limited or abſolute 
monarchies, as well as a better; and the popes power in 
France is but a ſhadow ; ſo that upon this foot there 
need be no great danger to the conſtitution by admitting 
papiſts to employments. I will help you to enough of 
them ſhall be ready to allow the pope as little power here 


as you pleaſe ; and the bare opinion of his being vicar | 
of Chriſt is but a ſpeculative point, for which no man it 


ſeems ought to be deprived the capacity of ſerving his 


| But, if you pleaſe, I will tell you the great objection 


wr have againit repealing this ſame ſacramental teff. It 


bs, that we are verily perſuaded, the conſequence will be 
_ an entirealieration of religion among us in no great com- 
pals of years. And pray, obſerve how we reaſon here 


in Ireland upon this matter. . 
We obſerve the Scots in our northern parts to be a 
brave induſtrious , extremely devoted to their re- 


gion, and full of an andiffurbed affection towards each 


other. Numbers of that noble nation, invited by the 
fertilities of the ſoil, are glad to exchange their barren 
hills of Loquabar by a voyage of three heurs, for our 
fruitful vales of Down and Antrim, ſo productive of that 


grain, which at little trouble and leſs expence finds diet 
and lodging for themſelves and their cattle. Theſe peo- 


ple, by their extreme parſimony, wonderful dexterity in 


dealing, and firm adherence to one-another, ſoon grow | 
into wealth from the /malle/t beginnings, never are rooted 


out 
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out where they once fix, and increaſe daily by new ſup- 
plies : beſides, when they are the ſuperior number in any 
tract of ground, they are not over patient of mixture ; 
but ſuch, whom they cannot 4afimulate, ſoon find it their 
intereſt to remove. I have done all in my power on ſome 
land of my own to preſerve two or three Engliſh fellows 
in their neighbourhood, but found it impoſſible, though 
one of them thought he had ſuſhciently made his court 


by turning preſbyterian. Add to all this, that they bring 


along with them from Scotland a moſt formidable notion 


of our church, which they look upon at leaſt three de- 


grees worſe than popery: and it is natural it ſhould be 


ſo, fince they come over full fraught with that ſpirit, 


which taught them to aboliſh epiſcopacy at home. 


Then we proceed farther, and obſerve, that the gen- 4 
tlemen of employments here make a very conſiderable 


number in the houſe of commons, and have no other ne- 


_ rit, but that of doing their duty in their ſeveral ſtations; 


therefore when the teſt is repealed, it will be higꝭ ly rea- 


ſonable they ſhould give place to thoſe, who have much 
greater ſervices to plead. The commiſſions of the re- 
venue are ſoon diſpoſed of, and the collectors and other 


officers throughout the kingdom are generally appointed 
dy the commiſſioners, which gives them a mighty influ- 


ence in every county. As much may be ſaid of the great 


offices in the law; and when this door is open to let 
diflenters into the commiſſions of the peace, to make 
them high-ſheriffs, mayors of corporations, and officers 


therwiſe, conſidering their induſtry and our ſupineneſs, 
but that they may, in a very few years, grow to a majo- 
rity in the houſe of commons, and conſequently make 


themſelves the national religion, and have a fair pretence 


to demand the revenues of the church for their teachers. 
I know kit will be objected, that if all this ſhould happen 
as I deſcribe, yet the preſbyterian religion could never be 
made the naticnal by act of parliament, becaule our bi- 
ſhops are ſo great in number in the houſe of lords ; and 
without a majority there, the church could not be aboliſh- 
ed. But I have u very good expedients for that, which 
I ſhall leave you to gueis, and I dare ſwear our ſpeaker 
here has often thought on, eſpecially having 2 


olf the army and militia, I do not fee how it can be o- [ 
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deſign is not ſo foreign from ſome people's thoughts, I 
muſt let you know, than an honeſt dell. mant her of our 
houſe (you have him now in England, I wiſh you could 
e e ſome years ago, in 

iament- time, to ſhake my lord biſhop of Kilaloo + 
his lawn- fleeve, and tell him, in a threatening manner, 


thathe hoped to live to ſee the — nos be 


ane of his order in the kingdom. 
Theſe laſt lines perhaps you think a digreffion ; there- 


fore, to return, I have told you the conſequences we ful- 


ly reckon upon from repealing the ſacramental teft, which 
although the greateſt number of ſuch as are for doing it, 
are actually in no manner of pain about it, and many of 


| them care not three pence whether there be any church, 


er no; yet becauſe they pretend to argue from conſeienec 


zs well as policy and intereſt, I thought it proper to un- 


derſtand and anſwer them accordingly. 

- _ Sir, in anſwer to your queſtion, whether if any 
pi ſhould be made here tor repealing the ſacramen- 
ul, it would be likely to ſucceed ? The number of 
wah diſſenters in this parliament was, as I remem- 
, ſomething under a dozen, and I cannct call to mind 

above thirty others, who were expected to fall in with 
them. I bis is certain, that the preſbyterian party hav- 


ing with great induitry muttered up their forces, did en- 


deavour one day, upon occaſion of a hint in my lord 
Pembroke's ſpeech, to introduce a debate about repeal- 
ing the teſt clauſe, when there appeared at leaſt four to 
one odds againſt them; and the ableſt of thoſe, who 
were reckoned the moſt ſtanchand thorough-paced hig: 
upon all other occaſions, fell off with an abhorrence at 
the firſt mention of this. 

] muſt defire you to take notice, that the terms of 


and tory do not properly expreſs the different intereſts in 
our parliament. [I remember, when I was laſt in Eng- 


| land, I told the king, tha: the higheſt tories we had with 
# 


us would make tolerable whigs there: this was certainly 
right, and — nts: 


* Suppoſed to be Mr. Broderick. 
F Dr. Lindſay, afterwards lord primate. 
1 Then lord licutenant of Ireland. 
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fince admitted new characteriſtics, which did not come 
within our definition. ] Whoever bears a true venerati- 
on for the glorious memory of King William, as ourgreat 
deliverer from popery and flavery ; whoever is firmly 
loyal to our nt queen with an utter abhorrence and 
deteſtation of the pretender ; whoever approves the ſuc- 
cefſion to the crown in the houſe of Hanover, and is for 
2 the doctrine and diſcipline of the church f 
gland, with an ind ulgence for ſerupulous conſciences; 
ſuch a man we think acts upon right principles, and may 
be juſtly allowed a zhiz : and I believe there are not fix 
members in our houſe of commons, who may not fairly 
come under this deſcription. So chat the parties among 
us are made up on one fide of moderate xc higs, and on the 
other of preſbyterians and their abettors, by which laſt I 
mean ſuch, who can equally go to a church or conventicle, 
or ſuch who are indifferent to all religion in general ; or 
laſtly, ſuch who affect to bear a perional rancour towards 
the clergy : theſe laſt are a ſet of men not of our own 
growth, their principles at leaſt have been imported of 
late years; yet this whole party put together will ſcarce, 


I am confident, amount to above fifty men in parliament, | 


which can hardly be worked up into a majority of three 


As to the houſe of lords, the difficulty there is con- 
ceived at leaſt as great as in ours. So many of our tem- 
poral peers live in England, that the biſhops are gene- 
rally pretty near a par of the houſe, and we reckon they 
will be all to a man againſt repealing the ze ; and yet 
their lordſhips are generally thought as good whigs upon 
our principles as any in the kingdom. I here are indeed 
a few lay-lords, who appear to have no great devotion 
for epiſcopacy ; and perhaps one or two more, with 
whom certain powerful mutives might be uſed for remov- 
ing any difficulty whatſoever : but theſe are, in no ſort, 
a number to carry any point againſt a conjunction of the 
reſt and the whole bench of biſhops. 

Befides, the whole body of our clergy is utterly againſt 
repealing the eſt, though they are entirely devoted to 
her majeſty, and hardly one in an hundred, who are no: 


muſt let you know, that we of Ireland are not yet 


0p 


very good whigs in our acceptation of the word. And! | gai 
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to other folks refinements, for we generally love and 
I they deſerve it; nay, we 
are apt to lay ſome weight upon their opinion, and would 
not willingly diſoblige them, at leaft, unleſs it were up- 
on ſome greater point of interett than this. And their 
f in the preſent affair is the more to be 
ed, becauſe they are the laſt perſons 


Ye to be regard- 

„ Who will be affet- 
ed by it: this makes us think them impartial, and that 
their concern is only for religion and the intereſt of the 
i Becauſe the act. which repeals the zef, will 


only qualify a /ayman for an employment, but not a preſ- = 


hyterian or anabaptift preacher for a church-living. Now 
] mult take leave to inform you, that ſeveral members 
of our houſe, and myſelt among the reſt, knowing ſome 
time ago what was upon the anvil, went to all the clergy 
we knew of any diſtinction, and defired their judgment 
in the matter; wherein we found a molt wonderful a- 
greement, there being but ane divine that we could hear 
of in the whole kingdom, who appeared of a contrary 
ſentiment, wherein he atter wards ftood alone in the can- 
vucation, very little to his credit, 1, as he hoped, 
very much to his zntereft. „ 5 . 
Iwill now conſider a little the arguments offered to 
ſhew the advantages, or rather the neceſſity of repealing 
tae * in Ireland. We are told, the popiſh intereſt is 
here ſo formidable, that all hands ſhould be joined to 
keep it under; that the only names of diſtinction among 
vs ought to be thoſe of proteſtant and paniff ; and that 
tus expedient is the only means to anite all 
upon one common bottom. All which is nothing but 


| wilrepreſentation and mittake. 


If we were under any real fear of the papifts in this 


lingdom, it would be hard to think us fo ſtupid, as not 


to be equally apprehenſive with others, fince we are like- 


| 1; to be the greateſt, and more immediate ſufferers : but 


on the contrary, we look upon them to be altogether as 


ineonſiderable as the women and children. Their lands 


ve almoſt entirely taken from them, and they are ren- 


cered unc ipable of purchaſing any more; and for the 
intle that remains, proviſion is made by the late act a- 


|| ganſt popery, that it will daily crumble away : to pre- 
| Kat which, ſome of the 3 


Vor. III. | are 
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are already turned proteſtants, and ſo in all | 
will many more. Then, the popiſh prieſts are all regi- 
| Kered, and without permiſſion (which I hope will not be 
granted) they can have no ſucceſſors; ſo that the pro- 
teſtant clergy will find it perhaps no difficult matter to 
bring great numbers over to the church; and in the mean 
time the common people, without leaders, without dif. 
cipline, or natural courage, being little better than he- 


ers of wood, and drawers of water, are out of all capacity 


of doing any miſchief, if they were ever ſo well inclin- 
ed. Neither are they at all like] :o join in any con- 
ſiderable numbers with an izvader, having found fo ill 
ſucceſs when they were much more numerous and pow 
ertul ; when they Lid a prince of their own religion to 
head them, “ had becn trained for ſome years under a 
popiſb deputy, and received ſuch mighty aids from the 
French king. | 
As to that argument uſed for repealing the f, that 
it will unite all proteſtants againſt the common encmy ; I 
wonder by what figure thoſe gent!emen ſpeak, who are 
| pleaſed to advance it: ſuppoſe, in order to enereaſe the 
triendſtip bet cen you u d me, a law ſhould pals, that 
I muſt have half your eltate : do you think that u ould 
much advance the un ion between us? or ſuppoſe I ſhare 
my fortune equally between my own chilaren and a firan- 
ger, Whom I take into my protection; will that be a me- 
thod to unite them ? it is an odd way of uniting parties, 
to deprive a gjerity of part of their ancient right, by 
conferring it on a fa#ion, v ho had never any right at all, 


and therefore cannot be ſaid to ſuffer any leſs or injury, 


if it be refuſed them. Neither is it very clear, how tar 
ſome people may fire ch the term of common enemy How 
many arc there of thoſe that call chemſelves proteſtants, 
who lock upon cur worſhip to be idolatrous as well as 
that ot the papiſts, and with great charity put prelacy ard 
potery together as terms convertible ? 5 
And therefore there is one ſmall doubt I would be wit- 
| lingly ſatisfied in, before I agree to the repealing of the 
tet ; that is, whether taeſe lame proteſſants, when — 


®* In the rcign of kirg James II. and till after the be tile of the 
Beyne in 1690. 
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have by their dexterity made themſelves the national re- 
ligion, and diſpoſed the church revenues among their 
or themſelves, will be ſo kind to allow as diſſenters, 
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1 do not fay a ſhare in employments, but a bare tolerati- 


as by law ? the realun of my doubt is, becauſe I have 
been ſo very idle as to read above fifty pamphlets writ- 
ten by as many pr<ibyterian divines, loudly difciaiming 
this idol valeratioꝝ, ſome of them calling it (I know nor 
how properly) a rag of popery, and all agrecing it was to 
elabliſ iniquity by a lazy. Now I would be glad to 


| know, When and where Feir ſurce/ors have renounced 


this doctrine, and before what wituciles. Becauſe, me- 
thinks I mould be loth to ſee my poor titular biihop in 
prtibus ſeized on by miſtake in the dark for a jciuit, or 
be forced myſci; to keep a chaploin diſguiſed like my 


butler, and ſteal to prayers in a back room, as my grand- 


father uſed in thoſe times, when the church of England 
was malignant. ET . x 

But this is ripping up old quarrels long forgot; popery 
is now the common enemy, againſt which we mult all u- 
nize: I have been tired in hiſtory with the perpetual 


| folly of thoſe itates, who call in foreigners to aſſiſt them 


againſt a commen enemy: but the miſchief was, thete 
allies would never be brought to allo, that the common 
enemy was quite ſubdued. And they had reaſon ; for 
it proved at laſt, that one part of the common enemy was 
thoſe who called them in, and {> the allies became at 
length the maſters. 

It is agreed among naturaliſts, that a In is a larger, a 
tronger, and more dangerous enemy than a cat; yet if 
a man were to have his choice, either a den at his foot, 
bound fait with three or four chains, his teeth drawn 
out, and his claws pared to the quick, or an angry cat in 
full liberty at his throat; he would take no long time 
to determine. N 

Ihave been ſometimes admiring the wonderſul ſigniſi- 
cancy of that word perſecution, and what various inter- 
pretations it hath acquired even within my memory. 
When I was a boy, | often heard the preſbyterians com- 
plain, that they were not permitted to ſerve God in their 
own way; they faid they did not repine at our employ- 
ments, but thought that all men who live peaceably ought 


| oy to 
- 
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to have liberty of conſcience, and leave to aſſemble. That 
impediment being removed at the revolution, they ſoon 
learned to ſwallow the ſacramental teſt, and began to take 
very large ſteps, wherein all who offered to oppoſe them, 
werecalled men of a pcr/ecuting ſpirit. During the time 
the bill againſt occaſional conformity was on foot, 


| cution was every day rung in our > a 


the ſacramental teſt itſelf has the ſame name. Where 
then is this matter likely to end, when the obta: ning of 
one requeſt is only uſed as a ſtep to demand another? a 


lover is ever complaining of crucity, while any thing is 


denied him; and hen the lady ceaſes to be cruel, ſhe | 
is from the next moment at his mercy : fo perſecution, it 
ſeems, is every thing, that will notleave it in men's pow- 
er to perſecut? others. ans 

There is one argument offered againſt a ſacramental 
4 by a ſort of men, who are content to be ſtiled of the 

urch of England, who perhaps attend its ſervice in the 
morning, and go with their wives to a conventicle in the 
aſternoon, confeſſing they hear very good doctrine in 
both. Theſe men are much offended, that fo holy an in- 
ſtirution, as that cf the Lord's ſupper, ſhould be made | 
ſabſcrvient to ſuch mercenary purpoſes as the getting of 


an employment. Now it ſeems, the law, concluding all 


men to be members of that church where they receive 
the ſacrament ; and ſuppoling all men to live like chriſ- 


_ tians (eſpecially thoſe who are to have emploxments) did 


imagine they received the ſacrament in courſe about tour 
times a year; and therefore only deſired it might appear 
by certificate to the public, that ſuch, who took an office, 
were members of the church eftabliſhed, by doing their 
ord:nary duty. However, 4 we ſhould iffend them, we 
have citcn deſired they would deal candidly with us: | 
for if the matter ſtuck only there, we would pro] oſe it 
in parliament, that every man, who takes an employ- 
n. ent, ſhoule, inflead of receiving the facrament, be ob- 


liged te fear, that he is a member of the church of [re- 


land by law eſtabliſned, with er iſeopacy, and jo forth; 
and as they do now in Scotland, 26 be true to the Kirk. 
Bui u hen we drive them thus far, they always retire to 
the main body of the argument, urge the hardſhip that 
men ſhould be deprived the liberty of ſerving their w_ 
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| enemy appears at home, or from 
| Mill, and fee their throats cut, or be hanged for high- 
| PoW- 


Th 


| litizs, as the Gauls did the Roman ſenators, ready to die 


bo our drudgery, and we reap the benefit: it is not worth 
_ their while to fight pro aris et facis ; and they had rather 
| "ſe their eſtates, liberties, religion, and lives, than the 
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| and country on account of their conſcience: and in ſhort, 
| 


| Now whether this be a fincere way of arguing, I will ap- 


have recourſe to the common ſtile of their half-brethren. 


peal to any other judgment but theirs. 

There is another topic of clamour ſomewhat parallel 
to the furegoing, : it ſeems by the teſt.clauſe, the military 
officers are obliged to receive the ſacrament, as well as 
the civil. And it is a matter of ſome patience, to hear 
the diſſenters declaiming upon this occaſion : they cry 
they are diſarmed, they are uſed like papiſts: when an 
they muſt fit 


reaſon it they offer to defend themſelves. Miſerable 
condition ! woful dilemma ! it is happy for us all, that 
er was not appriſed of this faffive preſoyterian 
principle, elſe he would have infallibly landed in our zorth- 
parts, and found them all ſat down in their forma- 


with honour in theircallings. Sometimes to appeaſe their 


ndignation, we venture to give them hopes, that in ſuch 


 4erſe the government will perhaps connive, and hardly 


be ſo ſever2 to hang them for defending it againſt the let- 


| trofthe law ; to which they readily anſwer, that they 
vill not lie at our mercy, but let us fight out battles our- 
Ales. Sometimes we offer to get an 


on all papiſb inſurrections at home, or fepiſb invaſions 


om abroad, the government ſhall be impowered to grant 


| commithions to all proteſtants whatſoever, without that 


ſerlecuting circumitance of obliging them to fay their 
jrajers when they receive the ſacrament : but they ab- 
wor all thoug its of accaſfonal commiſſions ; they will not 


tleaſure of governing. | 
But to bring this diſ-ourſe towards a concluſion : if the 


dſſenters will be ſatisfied with ſuch a toleration by law, 
 Ghath been 


wy granted them in England, I believe the ma- 
!Nty of both houſes will fall readily in with it; farther 


will be hard to perſuade this houſe of commons, and 


perhaps much harder the next. For, to ſay the truth, 
be make a mighty difference here between ſuffering thi/les 
to 
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to grow among us, and wearing them for pen. We are 
fully convinced in our conſciences, that we ſhall always 
tolerate them ; but not quite fo fully that hey will al. 
ways tolerate us, when it comes to their turn; and tue are 
the majority, and ze are in poſſeſſion. 

He who argues in defence of a law in force, not anti- 
quated or obſolete, but lately enacted, is certainly on the 
fafer fide, and may be allowed to point out the dangers 
he concetves to foreſee in the abrogation of it. 

For, if the conſequences of repealing this clauſe ſhou!d 
at ſome time or other enable the preſbyterians to work 
themſelves up into the national church; inſtead of anit- 
ing proteſtants, it would ſow eternal diviſions among 
them. Firſt, their own ſects, which now lie dormant, 


would be ſoon at cuffs again with each other about pow. 


er and preferment; and the d/enting epijcopals, perhaps 
diſcontented to ſuch a degree, as upon ſome fair unbab. 
py occaſion, would be able to ſhake tie firmeſt loyalty, 
which none can deny theirs to be. 2 
Neither is it very difficult to conjecture, from ſome late 
proceedings, at what a rate this factian is like to drive, 
_ Where-ever it gets the hip and the at. They have 
already ſet up courts of ſpiritual judicature in open con- 
_ tempt of the laws: they ſend niſſianaries every where, 
without being invited, in order to convert the church if 
England folks to chriſtianity. They are as vigilant as J 
know tho, to attend perſons on their death- beds, and for 
purpoſes much alike. And what practices ſuch princi- 
ples as theſe (with many other that might be invidious 
to mention) may ſpawn, when they are laid cut to the ſur, 
you may determine at leiſure. „ 

Laſtly, Whether we are fo entirely ſure of their loy- 
alty upon the preſent foot of government as you may 
Imagine, their detractors make a queſtion, which howe- 
ver does, | think, by no means affect the body of diſſen 
ters: but the inſtance produced is of ſome among their 
leading teachers in the north, who having refuſed the 
abjuration oath, yet continue their preaching, and have 
abundance of followers. The particulars are out of my 
head; but the fact is notorious enough, and I believe 
bath been publiſhed ; I think it a pity, it hath not been 
remedied. By 
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Thus I have fairly given you, Sir, my own opinion, 
4s well as that of a great majority in both houſes here, 
relating to this weighty affair; upon which I am conh- 
dent you may ſecurely reckon. I will leave you to make 


vat ule of it you pleaſe, 
Ian with great reſpeAt,. 
Dublin, Dec. 4, 
1708, 3 Sir, 
| F 1 2 Your, Ke. 


12 ] 


Some ARGUMENTS againſt enlarging the 
power of Bisnors — 


Mihi credite, majer hereditas venit unicuique veſirum in 


| diſdem bonis @ jure et alegibus, quam ab iis a quibus ills 
Na bena rela ſunt. — 


Written in the year 1723. 


N handlin this ſubject 1 fhll proceed wholl 
Jarek, 5 „that thoſe of aur olly uy 
themſelves yon dr Page ue A , and under 
the apoſtolical government of biſhops, do defire the con- 
tinuance and tranſmiſſion of it to poſterity at leaſt in as 


good a condition as it is at preſent: becauſe, as this diſ- 
courſe is not calculated for difſenters of any kind, ſo nei- 
ther will it ſuit the talk of ſentiments thoſe perſons, 


who with the denomination of churchmen are oppreſſors 


of the inferior clergy, and perpetually quarrelling at the 


great incomes of the biſhops ; which is a traditionalcant 
delivered down from former times, and continued with 


great reaſon, although it be now near 200 years ſince al- 


moſt three parts in four of the church revenues have been 
taken from the clergy, beſides the ſpoils that have been 
gradually made ever ſince of glebes and other lands by 


the contuſion of * fraud of encroaching _— 


This 3 is intermixed with the'e maſterly ſtrokes of 
irony, which are ſo often intermixed in Switt's works. The gene- 
ral ſubject of it leads me to recolle& a eircumſtance much to the 
dean s hunour ; he could never be induced to take fines for any of 
the chapter 'anis ; he always choſe to raiſe the rents, as the method 
leaſt oppreſhve 0 the preſent tenant, and moſt advaniageous to all 
tuture tenanis and landlo ds. He conftamily refuted to give charity 
oat of the chapter-funds, which he alledged were ſcarce ſufficient to 
n:aintainthe my W of the cathedral, Orrery. | 
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hours, or the power of oppreſſors too great to be en- 


About the time of the reformation many ppi biſhops 
of this kingdom, knowing they muſt have been ſoon e- 


4 if they would nat change their religion, madelong 


and fee-farms of great part of their lands, reſerving 
inconſiderable rents, ſometim-s only a chiefry, by 


a power they aſſumed directly contrary to many antient 


canons, yet conſiſtent enough with the common law. 
This trade held on for many years after the biſhops be- 
came proteſt ints ; and ſome of their names are ſtill re- 
membered with infamy on account of enriching their fa- 
milies by ſuch ſacrilegious alienations. By theſe means 
epiſcopal revenues were ſo low reduced, that three or 
four ſecs were often united to make a tolerable compe- 
tency. For ſome remedy to this evil, king James the firſt 
by a bounty, that became a good chriſtian prince, be- 
ſtowed ſeveral forfeited lands on the aort hern biſhoprics: 
but in all other parts of the kingdom the church con- 
tinued ſtill in the ſame diſtreſs and poverty ; ſome of the 
ſees hardly poſſeſſing enough to maintain a country vi- 


er. About the middle of king Charles the firs reign, 


the legiſlature here thought fit to put a ſtop at leaſt to 
any farther alienations; and fo a law was enacted, pro- 


hibiting all _— and other eceleſiaſtical corporations 
from ſeting their 


ands for above the term of twenty one 
years; the rent reſerved to be one half of the real value 
of ſuch lands at the time they were ſet, without which 
concition the leaſe to be void. | = 

Soon after the reſtoration of king Charles the ſecond, 


dhe parliament taking into con ſideration the miſerable e- 


ſtate of the church, certain lands by way of augmentati- 
on were granted to eight biſhops in the act of ſettlement, 


and confirmed in the act of explanation; of which RS” 


ty, as I remember, three ſees were in a great meaſure 


| deteated ; but by what accidents it is not here of any 


importance to relate. 

Tais at preſent is the condition of the church in Ire- 
land with regard to epiſcopal revenues: which I have 
thus briefly (and perhaps imperfectly} deduced for ſome 
mformation to thoſe, whoſe thoughts do not lead them 
to ſuch conſiderations. 

By 


L 5 
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By virtue of the ſtatute mentioned, under king 


Charles the firſt, limiting eccleſiaſtical bodies to the term 


of twenty one years under the reſerved rent of half real 
value, the biſhops have had ſome ſhare in the gradual 
Tiſe of lands, without which they could not have been 
ſupported with any common decency that might become 
their ſtation. It is above eighty years ſince the 

ot that act: the ſee of Meath, one of the beſt in the king. 


dom, was then worth about 400/ per annum; the poor 


er ones in the ſame proportion. If this ere their pre- 
ſent condition, I cannot conceive how they would have 
been able to pay for their patents, or buy their robes; 

but this will certainly be the condition of their ſucceſſors, 


if fuch a bill ſnould pals, as they lay is now intended, 


which I will ſuppoſe; and believe many perſons, who 
may givea vote for it, are not aware of, 

However, this is the act which is now attempred to 
be tepcaled, or at leaſt eluded ; ſome are for giving bi- 
ſhops leave to let fee- jarms, others would allow them to 

let leaſes for lives; and the moſt moderate would repeal 

that clauſe, by which the biſhops are bound to let their 
lands at half value. 
The reaſans for the riſe of value in !ands are of two 
_ Ot tus &:4t kind, are long peace and fer: lement 


aſter the devaitations of war, plantations, improvements 


of bad foil, recuvery of bog and marihes, advancement 
of trade and manufactures, increale of and en- 
couragement of agriculture, and the |. ke. 

Bat there is anather reaſon jor the riſe of land, more 

dual, confant and certain; which will have its ef- 
Eds! in countries, that are very far rom flouriſhing, in 
any of the vantages I have juſt mentioned: I mean the 
| ferpeiual decreaſe in the value of gad and fitrer. I hail 
diſcourſe upon theſe two Ciffe:ent kinds with a view to- 
wa:ds the bill now attempted. 

As to the firſt: I cannot lee how this kingdom is at 


any heighth of Improvement, while four parts in five of | 


the plantaticas tor 39 years paſt hive been real diſ- im- 
prove ments ; nine iu ten of the quicklet- hedges being ru- 
ined for want of care or ſkill. And as to ioreit trees, they 
being often taken out of woods, and planies | in lingle 
rows on the tops of ditches, it is impoiaule ue thould 


grow 


22 F FEST ri 


THE POWER OF BISHOPS. 251 


grow to be of uſe, beauty, or ſhelter. Neither can it be 
aid, that the ſoĩl of Ireland is im toits full heighth, 
— ſo much lies all winter under water, and the bogs 


made almoſt deſperate by the ill cutting of the turf. 


There hath indeed been ſome little improvement in the 
manufactures of linen and woollen, although very ſhort 

of ; but our trade was never in ſo low a con- 
dition: ane ellen 
. 
y engroſſi iers, and the great yearly importation 
. 1 are lamentable inſtances under 
what diſcouragement it lies. | 
Bot, notwithſtanding all theſe mortifications, I ſuppoſe 


there is no well-wiſher to his country without a little 


hope, that in time the kingdom may be on a better foot 
in ſome of the articles above mentioned. But it would 
be hard, if eccleſiaſtical bodies ſhould be the only per- 
ſons excluded from any ſhare in public advantages, which 
yet can never happen, without a greater ſhare of profit to 
their tenants : if God ſends rain equally upon the juſt and 
— van — wen thoſe, who wait at his altars, and 
of the peogle, be cut of hom partabang is ; 

the general benefits of law or of nature ? PE | 
But, as this way of reaſoning may ſeem to bear a 


more favourable eye to the clergy, than perhaps will ſuit 


with the preſent diſpoſitĩion or faſhion of the age; I ſhall 
therefore dwell more largely upon the ſecond reaſon for 
the riſe of land, which is 2% perpetual decreaſe of the value 
of gold and ſilver. 
This may be obſerved from the courſe of the Roman 
hiſtory above two thouſand years before thoſe inexhauſti- 
ble filver mines of Potoſi were known: The value of an 
abolus and of every other coin between the time of Ro- 
mulus and that of Auguſtus, gradually ſunk above five 
parts in fix, as appears by ſeveral paſſages out of the beſt 
authors. And yet, the prodigious wealth of that ſtate 
did not ariſe from the encreate of bullion in the world 
by the diſcovery of new mines, but from a much more 


| accidental cauſe, which was the ſpreading of their con- 


queſt, and thereby importing into Rome and Italy the 
niches of the eaſt and SP. + 
When 


3 
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I was removed to Conſtantino- 
that way 22 op ua 


agers. 
It were ho difficult matter to compute the value of mo- | 
ney in England during the Saxon reigns; but the monk. 


1h and other writers the conqueſt have put th 
matter in a clearer light, by the ſeveral accounts they 
have given us of the value of corn and cattle in years of 
dearth and plenty. Every one knows, that king John's 
whole portion, before he came to the crown, was but five 
thouſand pounds, without a foot of land. 


I have — ſeen the ſteward”s accounts of an anci- 
ent noble family in England written in Latin between 
three and four hundred years ago, with the ſeveral prices 


of wine and victuals, to confirm my obſervations. 


I have been at the trouble of computing (as others 


have done) the different values of money for about four 
hundred years patt. Henry duke of Lancaſter, wholiv- 


en abeut that period, founded an hoſpital in Leiccficr 
for a certain number of old men, charging his lands with 


| © groat a week to each for their maintenance, which is 
to this day duly paid them. In thoſe times, a penny vas 
ual to ten pence halt-penny, and ſomewhat more than 
half a farthing in ours; which makes about eight ninths 
aiffcrence. 
This is plain alſo from the old cuſtom upon many e- 
ſtates in England to let for leaſes of lives, (renewable at 
pleaſure) where the reſerved rent is uiuall about twelve 


a pound, which then was near the half real value: 


and although the fincs be not fixed, yet the landlord gets 
altogether not above three ſhillings 1 in the pound ot tie 
worth of his land: and the tenants are ſo wedded to this 
cullom, that, it the owner ſuffer three lives to expi:e, 
none of them will take a leaſe on other conditions; or it 
he brings in a foreigner who will agree to pay a reaſon- 
dle rent, the other tenants by all manner of injuries will 


make that foceigner ſo uncaſy, that he muſt be forced to 
quit 
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it the farm ; as the late Earl of Bath felt by the ex- 
perience of above ten thouſand pounds loss. | 
The gradual decreaſe for about rwo hun red years af- 
conſiderable, and therefore I do not rely on the 

account given by ſome hiſtorians, that Harry 


the ſeventh 


leſt behind him eighteen hundred thouſand pounds; for 


the Weſt-Indies were diſcovered before his 


Aesch, and although he had the beſt talents and inſtru- 


ments for exacting of money ever poſſeſſed y prince 
fince the time, of Veſpatian (whom — 8 * many 
particulars) yet I conceive, that in his days the whole 
coin of England could hardly amount to ſuch a ſum. For 
inthe reign of Philip and Mary, Sir —— Cockain of Der- 


|  byſhire, the beſt honſe-keeper of his quality in the coun- 


ty, allowed his lady fifty pounds a year for maintaini 


the family, one pound a-year wages to each ſervant, 


two pounds to the ſteward ; as I was told by a perſon of 
quality who had ſeen the original account of his cecono- 
wy. Now this ſum of fifty pounds, added to the advan- 


tages of a large domain, might be equal to about five 
hundred pounds a year at preſent, or ſomewhat more 


than four fit hs. 


The great plenty of filver in England began in queen 
_ Elizabeth's reign, when Drake and others took vaſt quan- 
üties of coin and bullion from the Spaniards either upon 
| their own American coalts, or in their return to Spain, 


However ſo much hath been imported annually from that 


time to this, that the value of money in England, and 


moit parts ot Europe, is ſunk above one half within 
ſęace of one hundred years, notwithitanding the great ex- 


port of filver for about eighty years paſl to the Eait- 


Indies, trom whence it never returns. But gold not be- 
ing liable to the ſame accident, and by new diſcoveries 
grown every day more plentitul, ſcems in danger of be- 
coming a drug. 


This hath been the progreſs of the value of money in 


former ages, and mult of neceſſity continue fo for the fu. 
ture, without ſome new invaiion cf Goths and Vandals 
to deſtroy law, property and religion, alter the very face 
of nature, and turn the world uptide down. | 

I mult repeat, chat what I am to fay upon the ſubject 


6 intended only for the conviction of thoſe among our 
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own party, who are true lovers of the church, and would 


be glad : it ſhould continue in a tolerable degree of proſ- 
rity to the end of the world. 
Tae church is ſoppoſed to laſt for ever r both in its dif. 
_cipline and doctrine ; which is a privilege common to 


every petty corporation, Who muſt lik:wite obſerve the 


Jaws of their foundation. Ir a gentleman's eſtate, which 


now yields him a thoutand pour.ds a vear, had been ſet 


for ever at the higheſt value even in the flouriſhing days 
of king Charles the f cond, would it naw amount to 
| above tour or five handred at molt ? What if this had 


two or three hundred years ago; would the reſers- 
ed rent at this day be any more than a ſmall chiefry ? ſup- 


poſe the revenues of a biſhov to have been under the fame 
circumſtances; could he now be able to perform works 


of hoſpitality and charity? Thus, if the revenues of a 


biſhop be limited to a thouſand pounds a year; how will 
his ſucceſſor be in a condition to ſupport his tation with 


decency, when the ſame denomination of money ſhall not 


_ anſwer an half, a quarter, or an eighth part of — jum ? 


Which muſt unavoidably be the conſequence of any bill 
to elude the limiting act, whereby the c Was pre- 
ſerved from utter ruin : 
The ſame reaſon holds good i in all corporations what- 


ſoever, who cannot follow a more pernicious practice than 
that of granting perpetuities, for which many of them 
ſmart to this day ; although the leaders among them are 


often ſo ſtupid as not to perceive it, or ſometimes ſo 


knavith as to find their * account in cheating the 
community. 
Several colleges in Oxford were aware of this growing 


evil about an hundred years ago; and inſtead of limiting 


their rents to a certain ſum of money, prevailed with 
their tenants to pay the price of io many barrels of corn 
to be valucd as the market went at wo ſeaſons (as I re- 
member) in the year, For a harrel of corn is of a real 
intrinſic value, which gold and filver are not: and by this 
invention the'e colleges have preſerved a tolerable ſubſiſt- 
ence for their tejlows and ſtudents to this day. 


The preſent biſhops wil: indeed be no ſufferers by ſuch 


a bill; becauſe, their ages conlidered, they cannot expect 
to ſee any great decreale in the value of money; or 45 
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worſt they can make it up in the fines, which will pro- 
bably be greater than uſual upon the change of leaſes in- 
to ſee-farms or lives; or without the power of obliging 
their tenants to a real half value. And, as | cannot well 
blame them for taking ſuch advantages (c-nlidering the 
nature of human kind) when the quettion is only, whe- 
ther the money ſhall be put into their own or another 
man's pocket: ſo they will never be excuſable before 


God or man, if they do not to their death oppoſe, de- 


clare, and proteſt againſt any ſuch bill, as muſt in its con- 
ſequences complete the ruin of the church, and of their 
own order in this kingdom. 

If the fortune of a private perſon be diminiſhed by the 


weakneſs or inadvertency of his anceſtors, in letting 0 


leaſes for ever at low ren:s, the world lies open to his in- 
duſtry for purchaſing of more; but the church is barred 
by a dead hand; or if it were otherwile, yet the cuſtom 
of making bequeſts to it hath been out of practice for al- 
molt two hundred years, and à great deal directly con- 
trary hath been its fortune. N 
| have been aſſured by a perſon of ſome conſequence, 
to whom I am likewiſe obliged for the account of ſome 


cther facts already related, that the late + biſhop of Saliſ- 


bury (the greateſt hig of that bench in his days) con- 
teled to him, that the liberty which bi:hops in England 


have of letting leales for lives would, in his opinion, be 


one Gay the ruin of epiſcopacy there; and thought the 

church in this kingdom nappy by the limit ation act. 
And have we not already found the effect of this dif- 

ferent proceeding in both kingdems ? Have not two Eng- 


in prelates quitt ed their peerage and ſeats in parliament, 


in a nation of Frecdem, tor the ſake of a more ample re- 
venue even in this unh:ppy kingdom, rather than lie un- 
der the mortification ot living below their dignꝭy at home? 
tor which however they cannot be juſtly cenſured. I 
know indeed ſome rerions, u h > offer as an argument for 


| revealing the limiting bill, that it may in future ages pre- 
vent the practice of providing this kingdom with biſhops 


from England, when tne only remptation will be remov- 
ed. And they alle:ge, that, as things have gone for ſome 


Cars 
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ing their ſons to the univerſity, and from tuffering them 
to enter into holy orders, when they are likely to lan- 
guiſh under a curacy or {mall vicarage to the end of their 
lives: but this is all a vain imagination; for the deereaſe 


in the value of money will equally affect both kingdoms: 


and beſides, when biſhoprics here grow too tmail to in- 
vite over men of credit and coniequenc?, they will be 


leit more fully to the diſpoſal of a chief governor, who 
can never tail of ſome worthleis illiterate chaplaia, fond 


of a title and precedence. Thus will that whole bench in 
an age or two be compoſed of mean, ignorant, fawning 
humble ſuppliants and dependents upon the 
court for a morſe] of bread, and ready to ſerve every turn 
that ſhall be demanded from them, in hopes of getti 


ſome commendam tacked to their ſees; which mutt then be 


the trade, as it is now too much in England, to the great 


diſcouragement of the inferior clergy. Neither is that 


practice without example among us. 


It is now about eighty-five years fince the paſſing of 


that limiting act, and there is but one inftance in the me- 
mory of man of a biſhop's leaſe broken upon the plea of 


not being ſtatutable ; which, in every body's opinion, 


could have been 1» by no other perion than he, who 
was then tenant, and happened to be very ungracious in 
his county. In the preſent 7 biſhop of Meaih's caſe that 


_ plea did not avail, although the leaſe were notoriouſly | 


unitatutable ; the rent reſerved being, as I have been told, 
not a leventh part of the real value; yet the jury upon 
their oaths very grazely found it to be according to the 
ſtatute ; and one of them was heard to fay, that he would 
eat Bis ſbees before he would give a verdict for the biſhop. 
A very few more have made the ſame attempt with as lit- 
tle ſucceſs. Every biſhop and other ecclefiaitical body 


reckon forty pounds in an hundred to be a reaſonable half 


value; or if it be only a third part, it ſeldom or never 
breeds any difference between lanciord and tenant. But 
when the rent is from five to nine or ten parts leſs than 


the worth, the biikop, if he conſults the good of his lee, 
will be apt to expoſtula:e; and the tenant, if he bean 


t Dr. Evans, a Welfiman. 
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and juſtice of the demand, fo as to 


i be notorious, that they do not receive the third penny 
2 (fnes including) of the real value of their lands through- 
out the kingdom. 
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honeſt man, will have ſome regard to the reaſonableneſs 
yield · to a moderate 
advancement, rather than engage in a ſuit, where law 
and equity are directly againſt him. By theſe means the 


biſhops have been ſo true to their truſts, as to 
mc fell Fare in the advancement of renes ; 


imagine what inconvenience could 
xcerue to the public by by one or two thouſand a 


t biſhop, 1 


— 4 — 
. The former, generally ſpeaking, liveth 


nee 

and ſpends as much of his revenue among his 

1 * if they be his immediate tenants, you 
may diſtinguiſh them at firſt fight by their habits and 
horſes; or if you go to their houſes, by their comfort- 
able way of living. But the misfortune is, that ſuch im- 
mediate tenants generaily ſpeaking have others under 
rn ſubordination, till it 


eomes to the welder (as they call him) who fits at a rack - 


rent, and lives as miferavle as an Iriſh farmer upon 2 
new leaſe from a lay landlord. But ſuppoſe a biſho» 
to be avaricious, as being compoſed of the fame 
with other men) the conſequence to the public is no 
worſe than if he were a ſquire ; for he Jeaves his fortune 
to his ſon or near relation, who, if he be rich enough, 
will never think of entering intd the church. 
And as there can be no diladvantage tothe public in a 
„ that a man ſhould hold lands as a 5i- 


advantage to the community, where a biſhop lives 
ought to do. He is bound in conſcience to reſide 

in his dioceſe, and by a ſolemn promiſe to keep hoſpita- 
ity; his eſtate is ſpent in the kingdom, not remitted to 
England : he keeps the clergy to their duty, and is an ex- 
2 9 | 


» This part of the paragraph is to be applied to the period when 
the whole was written, which was in 1723, when ſeveral of queen 


Anne's _ were living. 
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him an ill man ; yet his very character will withhold him 
from any great or open exorbitancies. But in fact it muſt 
be allowed, that ſome biſhops of this kingdom within 
twenty years paſt have done very ſignal and laſting acts of 
public charity; great inſtances whereot are the“ late and 
I preſent primate, and the Lord f Archbiſhop of Dub- 
lin that now is, who hath left memorials of his bounty in 
many parts of his province. I might add the biſhop 
J Raphoe, and ſeveral others: not forgetting the late 
dean of Down, Dr. Pratt, who beſtowed one thouſand 
upon the univerfity ; which foundation (that I 

may obſerve by the way) if the bill propoſed ſhould paſs, 
would be in the ſame circumſtances with the biſhops, nor 
ever able again to advance the ſtipends of the fellows and 


ſtudents, as lately they found it neceſſary to do; the de- 


terminate ſum appointed by the ſtatute for commons be- 
ing not half ſufficient by the fall of money to afford ne- 


ceflary ſuſtenance. But the paſling of ſuch a bill muſt 


put an end to ail eccleſiaſtical! beneficence for the time to 
come; and whether this will be ſupplied by thoſe who 
are to reap the benefit, better than it hath been done by 


the grantecs of improprigte tythes, who received them 


upon the old church conditions of keeping hoſpitality, it 
will be eaſy to conjecture: | 


| To alledge, that paſling ſuch a bill would be a good 


encouragement to improve biſhops lands, is a great error. 
Is it not the general method of landlords to wait the ex- 
piration of a leaſe, and then cant their lands to the high- 


eſt bidder ? And what ſhould hinder the ſame courſe to 


de taken in church leaſes, when the limitation is removed 
of paying half the real value to the biſhop ? In riding 
through the country how few improvements do we ſee up- 
on the eſlates of lay men, farther than about their own 
domains? To ſay the truth, it is a great misfortune as 
well to the public as tothe biſhops themſelves, that their 
lands are gen:rally let to lords and great ſquires, who in 
reaſon were never deſigned to be tenants ; and therefore 
may naturally murmur at the payment of rent, as a ſub- 

ſerviency they were not born to, If the 


Dr. Foſter. | 


of 
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church were honeſt farmers, would pay their fines 
and rents with ere their lands, and 
thank God they were to give but a moderate half value 
for what they held. I have heard a man of a thouſand 
pounds a year talk with great contempt of biſhops leaſes, 
as being on a worſe foot than the reſt of his eſtate ; and 
he had certainly reaſon : my anſwer was, that ſuch leaſes 
were originally intended only for the benefit of induſtri- 
ous huſbandmen, who would think it a great bleſſing to 
be ſo provided for, inſtead of having his farm ſcrewed up 
tothe height, not eating one comfortable meal in a year, 
nor able to find ſhoes for his children. 

I know not any advantage that can accrue by ſuch a 
bill, except the preventing of perjury in 2 and 
falſe dealing in tenants; which is a remedy like that of 
giving my money to an highwayman, before he attempts 
to take it by force; and fo I ſhall be ſure to prevent the 
in of robbery. 

I had wrote thus far, and thought to have made an 


| end; when a bookſeller fent me a ſmall pamphlet, entit- 


led, The cafs of the laity, with fore queries; full of the 
leronge lt malice again! the clergy, that I have any where 
met with ſince the rcign of Toland, and others of that 

tribe. Theſe kind of advocates do infinite miſchief to 
dun GOOD CAUSE by giving grounds to the unjuſt re- 
proaches of Toxres and JAcontrEs, who charge us 
with being enemies to the church. If I bear an hearty 
unfeigned loyalty to his majeity king GEORGE and the 
houſe of Hanover, not ſhaken in the leaſt by the hard- 


55 ſhips we lie under, which never can be imputable to ſa 


gracious a prince; if I fincerely abjure the Pretender, 


i and all Popiſb Sacceſſors ; if I bear a due veneration to 


the glorious memory of the late king WILLIAM, who 
preſerved theſe kingdoms from Popery and Slavery with 
the expence of his blood, and hazard of his life ; and 
laſtly, if | am for a proper indulgence to all diſſenters, 
I think nothing more can be reaſonably demanded 
of me as a Wnrc, and that my political catechiſm is 
full and complete, But whoever, under the ſhelter of 
that party denomination, and of many great profeſſions 
of loyalty would deſtroy, or undermine, or injure the 
church eſtabliſhed ; I utterly diſown him, and think he 
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his l eame into the cauſe u 
» Which by the grace 
as I live. Shall we juſtify the accuſations of our ad- 


will behold us, with a malicious pleaſure, determined 
ends. For is not the preſent ſet 

biſhops almoſt entirely of that number, as well as 
the great I 
time will reduce the whole by vacancies upon f 
An i tal reader, if he pleaſes to examine what I 
have already ſaid, will eafily anſwer the bold gueries in 
the pamphlet I mentioned ; he will be convinced, that 
the reaſon ftill frongly exiſts, for which that limiting law 
was enacted. A realorable man will wonder, where can 


be the inſufferatle gricrance, that an ecclefpaftical landlord = 


expect a moderate or a third part value in rent 
for his lands, when his title is at lcaſt as ancient and as 
legal as that of a layman ; who is yet but ſeldom guilty 
of giving ſuch beneficial bargains. Has ?5e nation becnt 
_ throw into cunfſſan? And have many peer Families been 


rained by rents paid for the lands of the church? 


does the nation cry cut to have 2 law that mult in 


time ſend their biſhops a tezging ? But,God be thanked, 


the clamours of ene mies to the church is nat yet the cry, 
and I hope will never prove the oaice of the nation. The 


clergy, 1 conceive, will hardly allow that the pe ple 


maintain them, any more than in the ſenſe that all 
lords whatſoever are maintained by the people. Such aſ- 


ſertions as theſe, and the inſinuations they carry along 


with them, proceed from principles which cannot be 
avowed by thoſe, who are for preſerving the happy cru- 


fitution in church and ſtate. Whoever were the propo» | 
ſers of ſuch queries, it might have provoked a bold writer 


to retaliate, perhaps with more juſtice than prudence, by 
ſhewing at whole door the grievarce lies, and that the 


the biſhops at laaſt are not to anſwer for the poverty of 


__ tenants. | 


To gratify this great reformer, who enlarges the chi- 
cepal rent · roll al moſt ore halt, let me ſuppoſe that all the 


church lands in the kingdom were threwn up to the la- 
ity ; would the tei. ants in ſuch a caſe fit eaſier in their 


rents 


majori:y of the principal clergy ? And a ſhort 
| — 
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money be equal- 

ſpent in the kingdom? No; the — 2 
r by che agents and ſtew- 
ards of ab/entees, and the revenues employed in 


_ a figure at Lendon; to which city a full third part of 


the whole ixcome of Ireland is annually returned, to an- 


22 — tee Both erat. | 


Another of his quarrels is againſt pluralities and u- 
: as to the for mer, it is a word of ill name, but 
not well underſtood The clergy having been ſtripped of 
the greateſt part of their revenues, the gleles being gene- 
rally loft, te and is the donib of tion Phe elbes 
demoliſhed, 


and the country depopulated ; in order to 


rve a face of chriſfianity, it was neceſſary to unite 
— vicarages ſufficient to make 


for a miniffter, The profit of ten or a duzen of theſe 
- enions ſeldom amounts to above eighty or an hundred 


a tolerable maintenance 


paar's 2 year. Ifthere be avery few dignitaries, whoſe 

erments are perhaps more liable to this accuſation, it 
is to be ſuppoſed, they may be favorrites of the time; 
or perſons of ſuperior merit, for whom there hath ever 


been ſome 2 in all governments. 


As to. non-refidence, J believe there is no chriſtian 


country upon eaith, where the clergy have leſs to anſwer 
| for upon that article. 


[ am confident there are not ten 
clergym<nin the kingdom, who, properly ſpeaking, can be 


termed non-reſidents ; for ſurely we are not to reckon in 


that number thoſe, who for want of gleles are forced to 


tire to the nc areſt neighbouring village for a cabbiz to 


put their heads in; the leading man of the pariſn, when 
he makes the greateſt clamour, being leaſt diſpoſed to ac- 
commodate the minifter with an acre of ground. And 
indeed, con ſidering the diiculties the clergy lie under up- 
on this head, it hath been frequent matter of wonder to 
me, how they are able to per. orm that part of their duty 
ſo well as they do. 

There is a f noble author, who hath lately addreſ- 
fed to the houſe of commons au excellent difcourle for 
tis excouragement of agriculture ; fall of moſt uſeful 
nt, which I hope that honourable alſembly will — 


+ The late Lord Molſeworth. 
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ſider as they deſerve. I am not a ftranger to his lord. 
ſhip ; and excepting in what relates to the church, there 


are few perſons with whoſe opinions I am better pleaſed 


to agree; and am therefore grieved when I find him 
charging the inconveniences in the payment of tythes up- 
on the clergy and their prodfors, His lordſnip is above 
conſidering a very known and vulgar truih, that the 


meaneſt farmer hath all mann-r vt advantages againſt the 
molt powerful clergyman, „ whom it is impoſuble he 


can be wronged, although the mznier were ever fo evil 


diſpoted ; the whole ſyitcm of te;zing. perplexing, and de. 
frauding the proctor, or his maſter, being as well known to 


every plot man, as the reaping or ſowing of his corn, and 
much more artfully practiſed. Beſides, the leading man 
in the pariſh mutt have his ty/es at his own rate, which 
is hardly ever above one quarter of the value. And J 


have heard it computed by many tkiltul obſervers, whoſe 


intereſt was not concerned, that the clergy did not re- 
ceive throughout the kingdom one half of what the laws 
have made their due. = N 
As to his lordſhip's diſcontent againſt the biſbops-court, 
I ſhall not interpoſe farther than in venturing my private 
opinion, that the clergy would be very glad to recover 
their juſt dues by a more ſhort, deciſive and compulſive 
method, than ſuch a cramped and limited juriſuiction 
will allow. 


His lordfhip is not the only perſon diſpoſed to give the 


clergy the honour of being the /o/z encouragers of all new 


improvements. If hops, hemp, flax, and twenty things 


more are to be planted, the clergy alone muſt reward the 
induſtrious farmer by abatement of the z734he, What it 
the owner of nine parts in ten would pleaie to abate pro- 
portionally in his rent for every acre thus improved ? 
Would not a man juſt dropt from the clouds, upon a full 
| hearing, judge the demand to be at leaſt as reaſonable? 
believe no man will diſpute his lordſhip's title to his 
eſtate; nor will I the jus divinum of tythes, which he 
mentions with ſome emotion. I ſuppoſe the zffirmative 
would be of little advantage to the clergy, tor the tame 
reaſon that a maxim in lam hath more weight in the 
world, than an article of faith, And yet I think there 
may be ſuch a thing as ſacrilege ; becauſe it is frequent!y 
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mentioned by Greek and Roman authors, as well as de- 
ſcribed in holy writ. I his I am ſure of; that his lord- 
ſhip would at any time excuſe a PARLIAMENT for not 
concerning itſelt in his properties without his own con- 


| ſent. 


The obſervation I have made upon his lord ſhĩp's diſ- 
courſe, have not I confeſs been altogether proper to my 
ſubject: however fince he hath been pleaſed therein to 
offer ſome propoſals to the houſe of commons with rela- 
tion to the clergy, I hope he will excuſe me for differing 
from him; which proceeds from his own principle, the 
defirc of deſend ing liberty and property, that he hath fo 


ftrenuouſly and con ſtantly maintained. 


But the other writer openly declares for a law impow- 


ering the biſhops to ſet fee. farms; and ſays, Whoever in- 
 timates, that they will deny their conſent to ſuch a reaſonable 


law, which the whole nation cries fur, are enemies to them 
and the church. Whether this be his real opinion, or on- 


ly a ftrain of mirth and irony, the macter is not much. 


However, my ſentiments are fo directly contrary to his, 
that, I think, whoever impartially reads and conſiders 
what I have written upon this argument, hath either no 


regard for the church eſtabliſhed under the hierarchy of 


biſhops, or will never conſent to any law, that ſhall re- 
peal or elude the limiting clauſe relating to the real half 


value, contained in the act of parliament decimo Caroli, 


For the pręſer vation 4 the inheritance, rights and profits of 
| church and perſons ecclefiaftical : 

which was grounded upon reaſons, that do ſtill and 

maſt for ever ſubſiſt. | 55 


October 21, 
1723. 
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The PresBYTERIAaNns Plea of Meir in 
order to take off the IE Sr, impartall ex- 
amined. , 


Written in the year 1731. 


E have been told in the common news papers, 
that all atte mpis are to be made this ſeſſion by 
the proiyterians and their abettors for taking off the teſt; 
as a kind preparatory ſtep to make it go down imoother 


dance about it. This I take to be a prudent method; 


like that of a diſcreet phyſician, who firſt gives a new 


medicine to a og, before he preſcribes it to a human 
creature. F 

The preſbyterian have, ever fince the revolution, di- 

refted their learned caſuiſts to employ their pens on this 


0 See a letter on the ſubject, P. 230, cf this 3 which was 


in Ireland on the fame occaſion that produced this and 


the three following tracts. 
+ The author begins this tract in the true vein of wit and ſpirit, 


„Wie have been told in the common news papers, 


7 all attempts are to be made this ſeſſion by the preſbyterians and 
« their :bettors for taking off the teſt ; as a kind ef preparatory ſſep 
ce to make it go down ſmoother in England. For if once cir 
| ©« light wan ſo ſbine, the papiſts delighted with the blaze would all 
4 come in and dance about it. I his I take to be a prudent method; 

„ like that of a diſcreet phyſician, who firſt gives a new medicine 
cc to a dog, before he preſcribes it to a human creature,” II have 
quoted this ſhort paſſage for the ſtyle, as weil as the matter; and I 
dare fav, even from hence you will be confirmed in one general ob- 
ſervaticn, that Swift maintains and cc naucts his metap hors and al- 
lufions, with a juſtneſs particularly delicate and exact, and without 


the le:ſt ſtiffneſs or affectation. I have formerly mentioned in what. 


degree of contempt and hatred he hel the Diſſenters, eſpecially we 
preſbyterians [above, p. 250-] and I nced only add, that as this 
— was written for the meridian of Ireland, it ought to have 
laced with the other tracts on the ſame ſubject. Orry. 

Aoi it is phaced in this edition. 


in England. Fur if once their ligbt would ſo ſhine, the 
. delighted with the blaze — all — 


b 0558 by — the merits ard pretenſions, * 
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they claim this juſtice, as founded upon the ſervices hey 
did towards the reſtoration of kirg Charles the gong, 
and at the revolution under the prince of ©: 252 Vin 
pleas take to be the molt ſingular in heir hind, the ee 
ver were offered in the face of the tun fene molt 
glaring lights of truth, and againſt a cont ow hn of nu b- 
lic fats known to all Europe for twenty voare ft nget, 
[ ſhall therefore impartially examine the inc its aud cone 


duct of the prePyrerians upon thoſe two great events; 


and the pretenſions to favour, which they challenge upon 


them. 


Soon after the reformation of the church in England 
under Edward the fixth, upon queen Mary's ſucgeeding 


to the crown (Who reſtored popery) many proteftants fled 


out of England to eſcape the perſecution railed againſt 
the church, as her brother had left it eſtabliſhed. Some 
of theſe exiles went to Geneva; which city had receiv- 
ed the doctrine of Calvin, and rejected the government 


of biſhops ; with many other refinements. Theie Eng- 


liſh exiles readily embraced the Geneva ſyſtem ; and 
having added further improvements of their own, upon 
queen Mary's death returned to England; where they 
preached up their new opinions, inveighing bitterly a- 
gainſt ep;/copacy, and all rites and ceremonies, however in- 
nocent and ancient in the church: building upon this 
foundation; to run as far as poſſible from popery cven in 
the moſt minute and indifferent circumftances. This face 
tion, under the name of puritan, became very turbulent 


during the whole reign of queen Elizabeth, and were al- 


ways diſcouraged by that wiſe queen, as w-ll as by her 
two ſucceſſors. However, their numbers as well as their 
inſolence and perverſeneſs ſo far increaſed, that ſoon after 
the death of king James the firit, many inſtances of their 
petulancy and ſcurrility are to be ſeen in their pamphlets 
written for ſome years after (which was a trade they be- 
gan in the days of queen Elizabeth) particularly with great 
rancour againſt the biſhops, the habits, and the cere mo- 
mies: ſuch were thoſe fcurrilous libels under the title of 
Martin Marprelate, and ſeveral others. And although 
the Earl of Clarendon tells us, until the year 2640 (as I 
rememb.r) the kingdom was in a ttate of perfect peace 
and happineſs, without the leaſt appearance of thought 
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or deſign towards making any alterations in religion or 
nt ; yet I have found, by often rumaging for 


old books in Little Britain and Ducklane, a great num. 


ber of pamphlæts printed from the year 1630 t) 1640, 
full of as bold and impious railiag expreſſions againſt the 
lawful power of the crown, and the order of biſhops, as 
ever were uttered during the rebellion or the whole ſub- 


ſequent tyranny of that fanatic anarchy. However 1 
find it manifeſt, that puritaniſm did not erect itſelf into a 
new ſeparate ſpecies of religion till ſome time after the 


rebellion began. For in the latter times of king James 
the firit, and the former part of his ſon, there were ſeve- 


ral puritan biſhops, and many puritan private clergymen; 
while people went as their inclinations led them to hear 
preachers of each party in the pariſh churches, for the py- 
ritan clergy had received epiſcopal orders as well as the 
reſt. But ſoon after the rebellion broke out, the term 
f uritan gradually dropt, and that of prefbyterian ſuceeed- 


ed; which ſe& was in two or three years eſtabliſhed in 
all its forms, by what they called an ordinance of the 


lords and commons, without conſulting the king, who 
was then at war againſt his rebels. And from this period 
the church continued under perſccution, until monarchy 


was reſtored in the year 1660. | 5 

In a year or two after we began to hear of a new par- 
ty riſen, and growing inthe parliament as well as the ar- 
my, under the name of independent: it ſpread indeed 


ſomewhat more in the latter; but not equal with thepre/- 


terians either in weight or number, until the very tune 
he king was murdered. 

When the king, who was then a priſoner in the iſle of 
Wight, had made his laſt conceſſions for a peace to thc 
commiſſioners of the parliament, who attended him ther: ; 
upon their return to London they repor ed his majcſt;”: 


anſwer in the houſe. Whereupon a number of moderate 


members, who, as Ludlow tavs, had ſecured their ch 
terms ivith that prince, managed with ſo much art, as t. 


obtain a majority in a thin houſe for paſſing a vete, tha: 
the Ling conce/ons were a ground far a future jettlemen. 


But the great officers of the army joining with the dii- 


contented members came ta a reſolution of exclucing 
all thy.c, who had canſentes {3 that vote, Wild 
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they executed in a military way. Ireton told Fairf. x the 
general, a rigid preſoyterian, of this reſolution ; who 
thereupon ifſued his orders for drawing out the army the 
next morning, and placing guards in Weſtminſter-hall, 
the court of requeſts, and the {ly ; who, in obedience to 
the General, in conjunction with thoſe members who 
had oppoſed the vote, would let no member enter the 
houſe except thoſe of their own party. Upon which the 


queſtion for bringing the king to juſtice was immediately 


put, and carried without oppoſition, that Ican find, Then 


an order was made for his trial ; the time and place ap- 
pointed ; the judges named, of whom Fairfax himſelf 
_ was one; although by the advice or threats cf his wife | 
be declined fitting among them. However, by freſh or- 


ders under his own hand, which I have feen in print, he 


appointed guards to attend the judges at the trial, and to 


keep the city in quiet; as he did like wiſe to prevent any 


oppoſition from the people upon the day of execution. 


From what I have already deduced, it appears mani- 
feſt, that the differences between theſe two ſects, prefly- 
terian and inde! endent, did not then amount to halt fo 
much as what there is between a <r-big and tory at preſent 


among us. The delign of utterly extirpating monarchy 

and epiſcopacy was equally the fame in both; evidently 
the conſequence of the very lame principles, upon which 
the prefiyterians alone began, continued, and would have 


erded in the fame events; if towards the conclution they 
had not been bearded by that new party, with whem they 
could not agree about dividing the ſpoil. However, 


they held a good ſhare ot civil and military employments 


during the whole time of the uſurpation ; and their names, 
actions and preferments are frequent in the accounts or 


thoſe times. For I make no doubr, that al) the prudent 
| prefbyterians complied in proper ſeaſons falling in with 

the ttream; ard thereby got that ſhare in employ ments, 
which many cf them held till the re Horation; and perhaps 


too many of them after, In the ſeme manner we find 
our wiſcit tories in both kingdoms, upon the change of 
bands and meafures at the qucen's death, have endea- 
voured for ſeveral years by due complianecs to recover 
the time they had loſt by a temporary obGiracy; where- 
in they have well ſuccecd-d, according to their degrees 
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clared openly againſt the king's mu 
be true. But from what motives ? No other can poſſibly 
be aſſigned than perfect ſpite, rage, and envy, to find 
themſelves wormed out of all power by a new infant 
ſpawn of independents ſprung from their own bowels. It 
is true, the differences in religious tenets between them 


few and trifling ; the chief quarrel, as far as | 


are — 4. 
remember, relating to congregational and national af. 
ſemblies. But wherever intereſt or power think fit to in- 
lerfere, it little im what principles the oppoſite par- 
ties think fit to — — other; * 
this day, that the reries are more hated by the whole ſet 
of zealous whigs, than the very papiſis themſelves; and 
in effect as much unqualified for tae ſmalleſt oſſice; al- 
though both theſe parties aſſert themſelves to be of the 
ſame religion in all its branches of doctrine and diſci- 
pline ; and profeſs the ſame !oyal:y to the lame proteftant 
king and his heirs. , | 

It the reader would kruw what became of this inde- 
pendent party, upon u hou; all te miichtct is charged by 
their preſbyterian brethren, he may pleale to obſerve, that 


during the whole uſurpation they contended by degrees 


with their parent ſect, and as J have already faid, ſhared 
in empioyments; and gradua ly, after the reſtoration, 


mingled with the mals of proſ3terians ; lying ever ſince 


undiſtingt. id in the herd o entern. 
The preſtyterian merit is of as le weight, when they 
alledge themſel ves infirumental towards the king's reſto- 


ration. The kingdom grew tired with thoſe ridiculous 


models of goverment ; firtt by a houſe of lords and com- 


mons without a king ; then withcut biſhops ; afterwards 


by a ruwp | and lcres temprral ; then by a rump alone; 
next by a lngle peiſon for life, in conjunction with a 
cour.cil; by agita:crs; by major-generals; by a new 
kind of repreſcuiatives from the three kingdoms ; by the 


This name was given to that part of the houſe of commons, 
which re maines after the moderate men had been expe:led by mili- 
tary fatce, Hawke. th 


| ina moſt retired manner, obſerving the confuſion of 


en their ſervices agai 
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keepers of the liberties of England ; with other ſchemes 
that have ſlipt out of my memory. Cromwell was dead; 
his ſon Richard a weak ignorant wretch, who gave up 
his monarchy much in the ſame manner with the two 


uſurping kings of Brentford ; f the people haraſſed with 


taxes, and other oppreſſions. The king's party, then 
called the Cavaliers, began to recover their ſpirits. The 
ſew nobility ſcattered through the kingdum, who lived 


things, could no longer endure to be ridden by bakers, 
codlers, brewers, and the like, at the head of armies, and. 
plunderingevery where like French dragoons, T he ramp 
aſſembly grew deſpicable to thoſe, who had raiſed them: 
the city of London exhauſted by almoſt twenty years 
contributing to their own ruin, declared againſt them. 

The ramp, after many deaths and reſurrections, was in the 
moſt contemptuous manner kicked out, and burnt in ef- 
figy. The excluded members were let in: a free par- 


liament called in as legal a manner as the times would. 


allow; and the king reſtored, | 
The ſecond claim of prefyterian merit is founded up- 
inſt the dangerous ny of king 
James the ſecond ; while that prince was ufing all his 
endeavours to introduce pqpery, which he openly profeſs- 
ed upon his coming to the crown : to this they add 
their eminent ſervices at the revolution under the prince. 
of Orange. | | 5 
Now the quantum of preſtyterian merit during the four 
jears reign of that weak, bigotted, and ill adviſed prince, 
u well as at the time of the revolution, will eafily be 
computed by a recourſe to a great number of hiſtories, 
pamphlets and public papers, printed in thoſe times and 


| ome afterwards; befides the verbal teſtimonies of many 


perions yet alive, who are old enough to have known 
and obſerved the diſſenters conduct in that critical period. 
It is agreed, that upon king Charles the ſecond's death, 


bon after his ſucceſſor had publicly owned himſelf a 
| Roman cazholic, he began with his firſt carefles to the 
church party; from whom having received very cold, diſ- 


couraging 
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courazing anſwers, he applied to the preſbyterian leaders 
and teachers: being advifed by his prietts and popiſo 
courtiers, that the ſafeſt method towards introducing his 
own religion would be by taking off the ſacramental teſt, 


and giving a full liberty of conſcience to all religions, (I 


ſuppoſe that profeſſed chriſtianity.) It ſeems that the rg. 
_ byterians in the latter years of king Charles the ſecond, 


upon account of certain plots (allowed by biſhop Burnet 


do be genuine) had been for a ſhort time forbid to hold 

their conventicles. Whereupon theſe charitable Chrifti. 
ans, out of perfect reſentment againſt the church, receiv. 
ed the gracious offers of king James with the ſtrongeſt 
| ap — of loyalty, and higheſt acknowlegements tor 

is favour. I have ſeen ſeveral of their addreſſes, full of 
thanks and praiſes, with bitter inſinuations of what they 


had ſuffered; putting themſelves and the pap:/s upon the 


fame foot, as fellow-tuffercrs for conſcience ; and with the 
ſtile of aur brethren the Roman catbolics. About this time 
| began the project of clgſeting (which hath fince been 
practiſed many times with more art and ſucceſs) where 
_ the principal gentlemen of the kingdom were privately 


catechiſed by his majeſty to know whether, it a new 


_ parliament were ca led, they would agree to paſs an act 
for repealing the /acramental teft, and eſtabliſhing a ge- 
neral liberty of conſcience. But he received ſo little en- 


couragement, that, deſpairing of ſucceſs, he had r 3 


to his diſpenſing power, which the judges had determin- 


ed to be part of his prerogative. By colour of this de- 


termination he preferred ſeveral preſbyteriuns, and many 
| pafiſts, to civil and military employments. While the 
king was thus buſied, it is well known that monſieur Fa- 
gel, the Dutch envoy in London, delivered the opinion 
of the prince and princeſs of Orange concerning the re- 
peal of the ze; whereof the king had ſent an account to 
their highneiſes, to know how far they approved of it. 
The ſubitance of their anſwer, as reported by Fagel, was 


_ this, that their highneſſes thought very well of a liberty of 


conicience ; but by no means of giving employments to an 
other perſons than thoſe who A of the — church. 
This opinion was confirmed by leveral reaſons: I can- 
not be wore particular, not having the paper by me, al- 
though it hath been printed in many accuunts of ti 
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times. And thus much every moderate churchman 
would perhaps ſubmit to: but to truſt any part of the 
eivil power in the hands of thoſe whoſe intereſt, inelina- 
tion, conſcience, and former practices have been whol- 
y turned to introduce a different ſyſtem of religion and 
government, hath very few examples in any chriſtian 
ftate ; nor any at all in Holland, the great patroneſs of 
univerſal toleration. 
Upon the firſt intelligence king James received of an 
intended invaſion by the prince of Orange, among great 
numbers of papiſts to increaſe his troops he gave commiſ- 
ſions to ſeveral preffyterians ; ſome of whom had been 
officers under the rump; and particularly he placed one 
Richards, a noted preflyterian, at the head of a regi- 
ment, who had been governor of Wexford in Cromwel's 
time, and is often mentioned by Ludlow in his Memoirs. 
Ĩ his regiment was raiſed in England againft the prince 
' of Orange: the colonel made his fon a captain, whom I 
knew, and who was as zealous a preſbyterian as his fa- 
ther. However, at the time of the prince's landing, the 
father, eaſily foreſeeing how things would go, went over 
like many others to the prince, who continued him in his 


regiment ; but coming over a year or two after, to afliſt 


in raiſing the fiege of Derry, he behaved himſelf fo like 


either a coward or a traytor, that his regiment was taken 
from him. 


| Twill now confider the conduct of the church party 
during the whole reign of that unfortunate king. They 
were ſo unanimous againſt promiſing to paſs an act for re- 


| pealing the teſt, and eſtabliſhing a general liberty of con- 


— chat the king durſt not truſt a parliament; but 
encouraged by the proſeſſions of loyalty given him by his 
preſbyterian friends, went on with his diſpenſing power. 

The church clergy at that time are allowed to have 
written the beſt collection of tracts againſt popery, that e- 
ver appeared in England ; which are to this day in the 
| highett eftcem. But upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, I could 
never hear of ab ve one or two papers publiſhed by the 

f reſbyteri aus at that time upon the tame ſubject. Seven 
| great prelates (he of Canterbury among the reſt) were 
ſent to the tower for preſenting a petition, wherein they 

* de exc uſed in * an illegal * 
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from the king. The biſhop of London, Dr. Compton, 
was ſummoned to anſwer before the commiſſioners for ec. 
ciehaſtical affairs for not ſuſpending Dr. Sharp (afterwards 
Archbiſhop of York) by the king's command. If the 
 preſl yterians exrefled the ſame zeal upon any occaſion, 
the inſtances of it are not, as I can find, left upon record, 
or tranſmitted by tradition. The proceedings againſt 
Magdalen college in Oxford, for refuſing to comply with 
the king's mandate for admitting a profeſſed papift upon 
their foundation, are a ſtanding proof of the courage and 
firmneſs in religion ſhewu by that learned ſociety to the 
ruin of their fortunes. The freſſyteriant know very 
well, that J could produce many more inſtances of the 
fame kind. But theſe are enough in fo ſhort a paper as 
I intend at preſent. 


Ic is indeed very true, that after king William was 
ſettled on the Engliſh throre, the preſbyterians began to 


pear, and offer their credentials, and demand favour : 
and the new king having been originally bred a Calviniſt 
was defirous enough to make them eaſy (if that would do 
it) by a legal toleration ; although in his heart he never 


bore much affection to that ſect; nor deſigned to favour 


them farther than as it ſtood with the preſent ſcheme of 


politics; as I have long ſince been aſſured by the greateſt 


men of whig principles at that time in England. 


II is likewiſe true, nor will it be denied, that when the 


king was poſſeſſed of the Engliſh crown, and the remain- 
der of the quarrel was left to be decided in this kingdom: 
the preſtyterians wiſely choſe to join with the proteſtant 


army, rather than with that of king James their old friend, 


whoſe affairs were then in a manner deſperate. They 


were wiſe enough to know, that this kingdom divided a- 


gainſt itſelf could never prevail againſt the united power 


of England. They fought pro aris et focis ; for their | 


eſtates and religion: which latter will never ſuffer ſo 
much by the church of England, as by that of Rome 
where they are counted heretics as well as we: and con- 
ſequently they have no other game to play. But what 
merit they can build upon having joined with 2 
army, under a king they acknowleged, to defend their 
own liberties and properties againſt a popiſb enemy under 


an abdicated king; is, I confeſs, to me abſolutely incon- 


ceivable ; 
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ccivable ; and I believe will equally be ſo for ever to any 


le man. 
the ſame attempt for aboliſhing the teſt, many ground- 
leſs reports were induftriouſly and ſeaſonably ſpread, 
an invaſion threatened by the pretender on the north of 
Ireland. At which time the pre/byterians in their pam 
phlets argued in a menacing manner, that if the pretender 
ſhould invade thoſe parts of the kingdom, where the 
numbers and eftates of the diſſenters chiefly lay, they 
would fit ſtill, and /et zs fight aur own battles ; ſince the 
were to reap no advantage, which ever ſide ſhould be 
victors. If this were the courie they intended to take in 
ſuch a caſe, I defire to know, how they could contrive 
ſafely to ſtand neuters, otherwiſe than by a compact with 
the pretender and his army to ſupport their neutrality, . 
and protect them againit the forces of the crown ? This 
is a neceſſary ſuppoſition ; becauſe they mult otherwiſe 
have inevitably been a prey to both. However, by this- 
frank declaration they ſufficiently ſhewed their good will, 
and confirmed the common charge laid at their door; 
that a Scortiſh or northern pre/byterian hates our epiſco- 
pal eſtabliſhed church more than popery itſelf. And the 
reaſon for this hatred is natural enough ; becauſe it is the 
church alone, that ſtands in the way between them and 
power; which popery doth not. 3 
Upon this occaſion I am in ſome doubt, whether the 
political ſpreaders of thoſe chimerical invaſtons, made a 
judicious choice in fixing tae northern parts of Ireland 
tor that romantic enterprize. Nor can well underſtand 
the wiſdom of the preſbyterians in countenancing and con- 
frming thoſe reports; becauſe, it ſeems to caſt a molt in- 
famous reflection upon the loyalty and religious princi- 
les of their whole body; for if there had been any truth 
m the matter, the conſequence mult have been allowed, 
that the pretender counted upon more afliſtance from his 
' father's triends the preſbyteriazs by chuſing to land in 
thoſe very parts, where their number, wealth and power 
. moſt prevailed, rather than among thoſe of his own reli. 
gion. And therefore in charity to this ſect I rather in- 
cline to believe, that thoſe reports of an invaſion were 
e © \ formed 
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formed and ſpread by the race of ſmall politicians, in or- 
der to do a ſeaſonable jobb. 

As to popery in general, which for a thouſand years 

8 been introducing and multiplying corruptions 


moſt abſurd ſyſtem of chriſtianity profeſſed by any nati- 
on. But I cannot apprehend this kingdom to be in much 
danger from it. The eſtates of papiſts are very few; 
crumbling into ſmall parcels, and daily diminiſhing ; 


their common people are ſunk in poverty, ignorance and 
cowardice ; and of as little conſequence as women and 


children. Their nobility and gentry are at leaſt one half 
ruined, baniſhed, or converted : they all ſoundly feel the 


{mart of what they ſuffered in the laſt Iriſh war: fome 
of them are already retired into foreign countries; others, 


as I am told, intend to follow them; and the reſt, | be- 
| heve, to a man, who itil] poſſeſs any lands, are abſolutely 
determined never to hazard them again for the fake of 


eſtabliſhing their ſuperſtition. If it hath been thought 


fir, as ſome obferve, to abate of the law's rigour againit 
fe pery in this kingdom, I am confident it was done tor 
very wife reaſons, conſidering the fituation of affairs a- 
droad at different times, and the intereſt of the proteftant 


religion in general. Ard as ] do not find the lzait tauit 


in this proceeding ; ſo I do not conceive, why a ſunk 
_ diſcarded party, who neither expect nor deſire any thing 
me re than a quiet life, ſhould, under the names of bigh- 
ern, jacobites, and many other vile appella ions, be 
charged fo oiten in print and at common tavies with en- 
deavouring to introduce fopery and the pretender ; while 
the papiils abhor them above all other men on account ut 
ſeveritics againſt their prietts in her late majeſty's reign, 


when the nw diſbanded reprobate party was in power. 


This I was convinced of ſome years ago by a long jour- 
ney into the ſouthern paris ; where | bad the curioſry 
to ſend for many prieſts of the pariſhes I pailed through, 
and to my great ſatisfact on touns them every where 
abounding in protetiions of loyalty to the late king George, 
for which they gave me the reaſons above mentioned ; at 
the {ame time complaining bitterly of the bardihips:hcy 
{ſuffered under the Quit x's I mini/ry 
3 19 75 


in doctrine and e iſcipline: I look upon it to be the 


S KEF JAN 1 KB r 2838285128 


] ceturn 


ſent time. But notw1 


PLEA OF MERIT. 25 

I return from this digreſſion to the modeſt demands of 
the preſÞyterians for a repeal of the ſacramental teft, as a 

reward for their merits at the reſtoration and the revolu- 

tian; which merits. I have fairly repreſented, as well as 


my memory would allow me. If I have committed any 


miſtakes, they muſt be of little moment. The facts and 
principal circumſtances are what I have obtained and 
digeſted from reading the hiſtories of thoſe times written 
by each par y; and many thouſands have done the ſame 
as well as I, who I am ture have in their minds drawn 

the ſame concluſiuns. 2 5 
This is the faction, and the ſe the men, who are now 


reſuming their applications, and giving in their bills of 
merit to both kingdoms upon two points, which of all o- 
_ thersthey have the lealt pretenſions to offer. I bave col- 


lected the facts with all poſſib le impartiality from the cur- 
rent hiſtories of thoſe times; and have ſhewn, although 
very briefly, the gradual proceedings of thoſe ſectaries 
under the denominations of puritans, preſbyterians and 
indet endents for ab..ut the ſpace of an hundred and eighty 
years, from the beginning of queen Elizabeth to this pre · 
thftanding all that can be ſaid, theſe 
very ichiſmatics (for ſuch they are in temporals as well 
as ſpirituals) are now again expecting, ſoliciting and de- 
manding (not without infinuated threats, according to 
their cuſtom) that the parliament ſhould fix them upon 
an equal foot with the church eſtabliſhed. I would fain 


know to what branch of the legiſlature they can have the 


forchead to apply. Not to my lords the biſhops; who 
muſt have often read how the predeceſſors of this very 
faction, acting upon the fame principles, drove the whole 
bench out cf the houſe ; who were then, and hitherto 
continue, one of the three eſtates: not to the temporal 
peers, the ſecond of the three eſtates, who muſt have 
head, that immediately after thoſe rebellious fanatics had 
murdered their k ng, they voted a houſe of lords to be 
uleiets and dangerous, and would let them ſit no longer, 
otkerwiſe than when elected as commoners : not to the 
houſe of commons; who muſt have heard, that in thoſe 
tanatic times the preſtyterian and indepencent command- 
ers in the army, by military power expelled all the mode- 
rate men out of the houſe, and left a rump to govern the 

C nation 
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nation: laſtly, not to the crown ; which thoſe very ſaints 
_ deſtined to rule the earth trampled under their ker, and 
then in cold blood murdered the bleſſed wearer. 

But the ſeſſion now approaching, and a clan of diflen. 
ting teachers being come up to town from their northern 
head quarters, accompanied by many of their elders and 
agents, and ſupported by a general contribution to ſolicit 
their eſtabliſhment with a capacity of holdingall military 
as well as civil employments, I think it high time chat 
this paper ſhould ſee the light, However, I cannot con- 
clude without freely confeiling, that if the pre/byterians 
— ſhould obtain their ends, I could not be ſorry to find 

them miſtaken in the point, which they have moſt at 
heart by the repeal of the 4%; I mean the beneſit of em- 
_ plovments. Por after all, what afturance can a Scottiſh 
northern difſenter born on Iriſh ground have, that he 
| ſhall be treated with as much favour as a TRUE SCOT 
born beyond the Tweed ? 
I am ready enough to believe, that all I have fail will 
avail but Ralle. have the common excuſe of other men, 
when I think myſelf bound by all religious and civil ties 
to diſ-harge my conſcience, and ta warn my countrymen 
upon this important cccalion. It is true, the advocates 
for this ſcheme promiſe a new world after this bleſſed 
work ſhall be completed; that all animoſity and faction 
mull immediately drop; that the only diſtinction in this 
kingdom will then be of papij? and ęreteſlant: for as to 
_ whip and tory, high church and Ilie charch, Jacibite and 
Hanoverien, court and country party, Erglifh and Irifo in- 
tereſts, difſenters and conformiſts, new light ard uld-light, 
Anabaptill and Independent, Juaber and muggletonian; hey 
will all meet and jumble together i into a perfect harmony 
at the ſeſſions ard atlizes, on the bench and in the reve- 
nues; and upon the whole, in all civil and military truſts, 
not excepting the great councils of the nation. For it is 
wiſely argued thus: that a kingdom bcing no mcre 
than a larger knot ct friends met together, it is againſt 
the rules of good manners to ſhut any perſon out of the 
company, except the pupiffs, was picicls themſclves of 
another club. 

lam at a laſs to know, what arts the Freſt terian lect 
intends to uſe in 2 convincir g the world ot "their lovalty to 

kingly 
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kingly government, which (long before the prevalence, or 
even the birth of their i rivals) as ſoon as the 


king's forces were overcome, declared their principles to 


be againit monarchy, as well as epiſcopacy and the houſe 
of lords, even until the king was reſtored : at which event 
although they were forced to ſubmit to the preſeat pow- 
er, yet | have not heard, that they did ever to this day 
renounce any one principle, by which their predeceſſors 


then acted ; yet this they have been challenge to do, or 


at leaſt to ſhew that others have done it for them, by a 
certain f doctor, w ho, as 1 am told, hath much employ- 
ed his pen in the like diſputes. I own, they will be ready 
enough to inſinuate themſelves into any government: 
but if they mean to be honeſt and upright, they will and 
muſt endeavour by all means, which they ſhall think 
lawful, to introduce and eftabliſh their own ſcheme of 
religion, as neareſt approaching to the word of God 

caſting out all ſuperſti: ious ceremonĩes, eccleſiaſtical titles, 
habits, diſtinctions, and ſuperiorities, as rags of popery, in 


| order to a thorough reformation ; and as in charity bound 
do promote the ſalvation of their countrymen, wiſhing 


with St. Paul, that the whole kingdom were as they are. 


But what affurance will they pleaſe to give, that when 


their ſect ſhall become the national eſtabliſhed worſhip, 


they will treat us biss ENTE AS as We have treated them ? 


Was this their courle of procecding during the dominion 


of the ſaints ? Were not all the remainders of the epiſ- 


copal church in thoſe days, eſpecially the clergy. under 


MY perſecution for above a dozen years, equal to that of the 


primitive Chritt ians under heathen emperors ? That this 
proceeding was ſuitable to their principles, is known e- 
nough ; for many of their preachers then writ books ex- 


piteſly againſt allowing any liberty of conſcience in a re- 


ligion different trom their own ; producing many argu- 
ments to prove that opinion, and among the reſt one fre- 
quently inſiſted on; that allowing ſuch a liberty would 
be to eftab/i/> iniquity by a law. 1 Many of theſe writ- 


lags are yet to be ſeen; and I hear have been quoted by 


the doctor above mentioned. 


As 
+ The late Dr. TI DAI, who died ſune 1736. : 

f See many hu dred quotations to prove this, in the treatiſe 
alled, Sc:tch preſbyteriun Eloguences 
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As to their great objection of proſtituting that holy in- 
ſtitution, the bleſſed ſacrament, by way . a teſt before 
admit:ance into any employment; I atk, whether they 
would not be content to receive it after their own man- 
ner for the office of a judge, for that of a commithoner in 
the revenue, for a regiment of horſe, or to be a lord juſ. 
tice. I believe they wou ſcruple it as little, as a long | 


grace before and at.er dinner, which they can ſay with. 


out bending a Anee; for as | have been told, their manner 
of taking bread and wine in their convent. * is pertorm- 
ed with little more folemnity than at their common 
meals. And therefore, fince they look upon our prae- 
tice in receiving the elements to be idolatrovs, they nei- 
ther can nor ought in conſcience to allow us that I berty, 
otherwiſe than by connirance, and a bare tolerati n, . ke 
what is permitted to the pain. Rut lit we ſould e of. 
them, | am ready to change this teſt for another; al- 
; though I am afraid, that lanctiſied reaſon is by no means 
the point where the difficulty pinches, and is only offer- 
ed by pretended churehmen; as if they could be content 
with our belicving, that the impiety and protanation of 
making the ſacrament a teſt were the only objection. ] 
therefore propoſe, that before the preſent law be repeal- 
eds, another may be enacted ; that no man ſhall receive 
any employment before he ſwears himſelf to be a true 
member of the church of Ireland, in doctrine and dif- 
cipline, c. and that he will never frequent or commu- 
nicate with any other form of worſhip. It ſhall likewiſe 
be further enacted, that whoever offends, c. ſhall be 
_ fined five hundred pounds, impri'oned ior a year and a 
day, and rendered incapable of all public truit tor ever. 
Otherwiie | do intft, that taofe piou-, indulgent, exter- 
nal profetſors of our national religion mall ei ber give up 
that fallacious hypocritical reaſon tor taking off tne teſt, 
or freely conf. ſs, that they deſire to have a gate wide 
open for every ſect without any teſt at al, except that of 
ſwearing loyalty to the king: which however, conſider- 
ing their principles with regard to monarchy yet unre- 
nounced, might, it they would pl. aie to look deep e- 
nough into their on hearts, prove a more bitter teſt, 
than any other that the law bath yet nrented. 
For trom the firſt time that the!e [ectaries appeared i » 


PLEA OF MERIT. 279 
the world, it hath been always found by their whole pro- 
ceedings, that they profeſſed an utter hatred to kingly 
government. I can recollect at preſent three civil efta- 
bliſhments, where Calviniſts and ſome other reformers 
who rejected epi/copacy, poſſeſs the ſupreme power; and 


_ theſe are all republics; I mean, Holland, Geneva, and 


the reformed Swiſs cantons. I do not ſay this in dimi- 
nuti-n or diſgrace to common wealths; wherein I con- 
ſeſs I have much alter d many opinions under which I 
was educated, having been led by ſome obſervation, long 
experience, and a thorough deteſtation for the corrupti- 
ons of mankind : inſomuch, that | am now juſtly liable 
to the cenſure of Hobbes, who complains, that the youth 


of England imbibe ill opinions from reading the hiſtories 


of ancient Greece and Rome, thoſe renowned ſcenes of 

liberty and every virtue. Es 3 
But as to monarchs, who muſt be ſuppoſed well to 

ſtudy and underſtand their own interett ; they will beſt 


| conlider, whether thoſe people, who in all their actions, 


preachings and writings have openly declared themſelves 


againit regal power, are to be lafcly placed in an qual 


degree of favour and truſt with thoſe, who have been al- 


ways found the true and only friends to the Eagltſh eſta- 


blihment. From which conft.:eration, | could have ad- 
ded one more article to my new teit, it | had thought it 
worth my time. | | = 


I have been aſſured by ſome perſons who were pre- 


| ſent, that ſeveral of theſe difleniing teachers, upon their 
fuſt arrival hither to ſolicit he repeal of the teſt, were 
Pleafed to expreſs their gratitude by publicly drinking 
| the healths of certain eminent patrons, whom they pre- 


tend to have found among us. !t this be true, and that 
the teſt muſt be delivered up by the very ſuperiors an point- 
ed to defend it ; the affair is already in effect at an end. 
What ſecret reaſons thoſe patrons may have given fer 
ſach a return of brotherly love, I ſhall not enquire : for, 


0 s ſeal, come not thou into their ſecret; anto their al- 


y, mine honour, be not thou united. Fir in their ang: 
they flew a man, and in their ſelt-will they digged dozen a 
- Curſed be their anger, fr it was fierce, and their 
wrath, for it as crucl. I will diviae them in Jacob, and 
Jeatter them in Iſr. el. 
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The ADvANTAGE3 propoled by repealing 
the SacRAUMEXTAL TEST, impartially 
confidered. 


Written in the year 1732. 


HOEVER writes impartially upon this ſubject, 
a mult do it not only as a mere ſecular man; bt 
zs one who is altogether indifferent to any particular 

ſyſte m of chriſtianity. And | think, in whatever coun. | 

try that religion predominates, there 1s one certain form 

of worſhip and ceremony, which is looked upon as the 
eltabliſhed ; and conſequently, only the prieſts of that | 
particular form are maintained at the public charge; and [ 
all civil employments beſtowed among thoſe, who com- | 
_ ply (at leaſt outwardly) with the ſame eſtabliſmment. 
This method is ſtrietly obſerved, even by our neigh- 
bours the Dutch, who are confeſſed to allow the fulleſt 
liberty of conſcience of any chriſtian ſtate ; and yet are 
never known to admit any perſons into civil offices, who 
do not conform to the legal worſhip. As to their mili- 
tary men, they are indeed not ſo ſcrupulous ; being by 
the nature of their government under a neceſſity of hir- 
ing foreign troops of whatever religious denomination | 
upon every great emergency, and maintaining no ſmall | 
number in time ot peace. 

This caution therefore of making one eſtabliſhed faith 
ſeems to be univerſal, and founded upon the ſtrongeſt 
reaſons, the miſtaken or affected zeal of obſtinacy and 
enthuſiatm having produced ſuch a number ot horrible de- 
ſtructive events throughout all Chritendom. For who- 
ever begins to think the national wol ſfu p is wrong in any 
important article of practice or belict, will, if he be ſeri- 
ous, naturally have a zeal to make as many prolc]y tes as 
he can: and a nation may pailibly have an hundred dif- 
ferent ſects with their leaders; every one of which hath 
an equal right to plead, that they mult ey Cd * 

| | | len 
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S anabaptiſm, quareriſm, 


thurch, are one) ſhould 


mould bè eſtabliſhed in its place, without 
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than man; mult cry aloud and ſpare not; muſt /ift up their 
ice like a trumpet. 
This wes the very caſe of England during the fanatic 


| times. And againſt all this there ſeems to be no defence, 


but that of ſupporting one eſtabliſhed form of doctrine 
and diſcipline ; leaving the reſt to a bare liberty of con- 
ſcience, but without any maintenance or encouragement 
from the public. | 
Wherever this national rcligion grows ſo corrupt, or 
is thought to do ſo by a very great majority of landed 
people joined to the governing party, whether prince or 
enate, or both, it ought to be changed; provided the 
work might be done without blood or confuſion. Yet, 
whenever ſuch a change ſhall be made, ſome other efta- 
bliſhment muſt ſucceed, although for the worſe ; allow- 
ing all deviations, that would break the union, to be on- 
ly tolerated. In this ſenſe, thoſe who affirm that every 
law, which is contrary to the law of God, is void in it- 
ſelf, ſeem to be miſtaken : for many laws in pepiſb king» 
doms and ſtates, many more among the Turks, and per- 
haps not a few in othercountries, are directly againſt the 
divine laws ; and yet, God knows, are very far from be- 
ing void in the executive part. = 
Thus for inſtance, if the three eſtates of parliament 
England (whereof the lords ſpiritual, who repreſent 


cis 
the 
agree and obtain the royal aſſent 
pacy, together with the liturgy, and the 
das- 


to aboliſh epiſco 
whole frame of the Engliſh church, as | 
gerous and contrary wy ugh and that prefbytery, 

| dency, muggletoniani/m, brow- 
mm, familiſm, or any other ſubdivided fect among us, 
queſtion all 
peaceable ſubjects ought paſſively to ſubmit ; and the 
predominant ſect muſt become the religion eſtabliſhed ; 
the public maintaining no other teachers not admitting 
any perſons of a different religious profcfhion into civil 


offices, at leaſt if their intention be to preſerve the nation 


in peace. | 
Suppoling then, thatthe preſent ſy ſtem of religion were 

aboliſhed ; and prefbytery, which I find ſtands the faireſt, 

with its ſynods and claſſes, and all its forms and ceremo- 


nies eſſential or circumſtantial, were erected into the na- 


tional 


— 
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tional worſhip ; no others, could have 
any legal claim to be ſupported at the public charge, 
whether by ſtipends or tythes, and only the reſt of the 
| fame faith to be capable of civil employ ments. 


If there be any true reaſoning in what I have laid 
down, it ſhould ſecm, that the project now in agitation 
for repealing the zeft act, and yet leaving the name of an 


eſtabliſhment to the preſent national church, is altoge- 
ther inconſiſtent; and may admit of conſequences, which 
thoſe, who are the moſt indifferent to any religion at all, 
are poſſibly not aware of. 

I preſume, whenever the 2% ſhail be repealed, which 
obliges ali men, who enter into office under the crown, 
to receive the ſacrament according to the ri es of the 


church of Ireland; the way to employments will imme. 


diately be left open to all difenters, (except fapiſts) 
— 8 cs ſuffer them to take the 2 
oaths in ſuch caſes preſcribed ; after which, they are 


qualified to fill any lay-ſtation in this kingdom, from 


that of chief governor to an exciſe-man. 
Thus, of the three judges on each bench the firſt may 
be a preſbyterian, the ſecond a free-will bab tiſt, and the 


third a charch-man ; the lurd chancell;r may he an inde- 


pendent : the revenues may be minaged by ſeven com- 
miſoners of as many different ſes ; and the like of all 


other employment; : not to mention the ſtrong proba- 


bility, that the lawfulneſs of taking oaths may be reveal- 
ed to the quakers, who then will ſtand upon as good a 
foot for preferment, as any other loyal fubjefts. It i: 
obvious to imagine, under fach a matly adminitlration 


of affairs, what a claſhifg there will be of intereit and 


inclin tions; what pullings and hawlings backwards 
and forwards; what a z2a! and bias in each religioniſt 


to advance his own tribe, and depreſ: the others. For l 
granted, than that how 


ſuppoſe nothing will be readier g 


in lifferent ſoever moſt men are in faith and morals, yet, 


whether out of artifice, nitura! complexion, or love of 
contradiction, ore ace mort 0:{nate in maintaining 
their own opinions, and worrying all who differ from 


them, than thoſe who publicly ſhew the leaſt ſenſe eitlier 


of religion or mmon honeſty. 
As to the latter, bi hop Barnet tells us, that the re- 


byterians 
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jywiess in the ſonatic tmnes feſſed themſelves to be 
above morality ; which, as we find in ſome of their writ- 
was numbered among the beggarly elements; and 
— at this day no ſeruples of conſcience with re- 
to conformity are in any trade or calling inconſiſt- 
ent with the greateſt fraud, oppreſſion, perjury, or any 
other vice. 
This brings to my memory a paſſage in Montaigne, of 
z common proſtitute, who in the ſtorming of a town, 
| when a ſoldier came up to her chamber and offered vio- 
| lence to her chaſtity, rather choſe to venture her neck by 
leaping out of the window than ſuffer a rape; yet ſtill 
ed dev wade of had, while the bad any cuf- 
tomers left. = 
I confeſs, that in my private judgment an unlimited 
permiſſion of all ſects 797 (except papiſfs) to en- 
joy employ ments would be leſs pernicious to the public, 
| than a fair ſtruggle between two contenders ; becauſe in 
the former caſe, ſuch « jumble of principles might = 


F bly have the effect of contrary poiſons 


which a ftrong conſtitution might perhaps be able — 
lome time to ſurvive. | 
5 But however I ſhall take the other and more 
|. „ 
| fought only between — and thoſe of the 
church yet eſtabliſhed. I ſhall not enter into the merits | 
bl either fide by examining, which of the two is the bet- 
ter ſpiritual œconomy, or which is moſt ſuĩted to our ci- 
vil conſtitution : but the queſtion turns upon this point ; 
when the preſbyterians ſha!] have got their ſhare of em- 
| ployments, (which mutt be one full half, or elſe, they 
| cannot look upon themtelves as fairly dealt with) I aſk, 
whether they ought not by their own principles, and by 
_ the frieteſt : rules of conſcience, to uſe the utmoſt of their 
kill, power and influence in order to reduce the whole 
| lingdom to an uniformity in religion, both as to doctrine 
and diſcipline moſt agreeable to the word of God. Where · 
in if they can ſueceed without blood (as under the pre- 
ſent diſpoſition of things it is very poſſible they may) it 
1s to be hoped they will at leaſt be ſatisfied: only [ would 
warn them of a few difficultics. This firlt is of compro- 
nifingamong the mſelves that i important contro erſy about 
, the 
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the old light and the new; which otherwiſe may afier 


this eſtabliſhment ſplit them as wide as papilt and proteſt. 


tant, whig, and tory, or churchman and diſſenter; and 
_ canſequently the work will be to begin again: for in re- 

ligious quarrels it is of little moment, how few or ſmall 
the differences are; eſpecially when the diſpute is only 
about power. Thus the zealous preſbyterians of the 
North are more alienated from the eſtabliſhed clergy, 

than from the Romiſh prieſts; taxing the former with 
idolatrous worſhip, as diſguiſed papiſts, ceremony-mon- 
gers, and many other terins of art; and this for a very 
powerful reaſon ; becauſe the clergy ſtand in their way, 
which the popiſh prieſts do not. Thus I am aſſured that 
the quarrel between old and new light. men is 


with more rage and rancour, than any other diſpute of 


the bigheſt import - and this, becauſe it ſerves to 
leſſen or 1 congregations, from whom 
they receive their contributions. 
Another difficulty, which may embarraſs the preſby- 
terians after their eſtabliſhments will be, how to adjuſt 
their claim of the &ir#'s independency on the civil power, 


with the conſtitution of this monarchy ; a point lo deli- 


ente, that it hath often filled the heads of great patriots 


with dangerous notions of the church-clergy without the 


leaſt ground of ſuſpicion. 5 

As to the preſbyterians allowing liberty of conſcience 
to thoſe of epiſcopal principles when their own 4irk ſhall 
be predominant ; their writers are ſo univerſally agreed 
in the negative, as well as their practice during Oliver's 


reign, that I believe no reaſonable churchman (who mult 


then be a diſſenter) will expect it. 
I ſhall here take notice, that in the divifion of employ- 
ments among the preſbyterians a: ter this approaching re- 
1 — of the teſt- act, ſuppoſing them in proper time to 
ve an equal ſhare, the odds will be three or four to one 

on their fide in any farther ſcheme they may have to- 
wards making their religion national For, I reckon all 

thoſe gentlemen ſent over fron England, whatever reli- 

on they proicfs or have been educated in, to be of that 

party: ſince it is no mark of prudence for any perſons to 
oppoſe the current of a nation, where they are in ſcme 

fort only f-journers ; unleſs they have it in direction. 


ATE EIT len 


_ 


. 


9 


F 8 mr 


, , 


uill chearſully ſubmit to their ſpiritual fathers; of w 


enters at preſent lie under, of a diſability to receive 


BY REPEALING THE TEST. 285 


If there be any maxim in politics not to be controul- 
ed, it muſt be the following : that thoſe, whole private 
intereſt is united with the intereſt of their country, ſup- 
poling them to be of equal underſtanding wich the reſt 
of their neighbours, will heartily wiſh, that the nation 


ſhould thrive. Out of theſe are indubitably i all 
perſons, who are ſent from another kingdom to be em- 


ployed in places of profit or power; bet auſe they can- 
not poſſibly bear any affection to the place where they 
ſojourn, even for life; their ſole buſineis being to ad- 


vance themſelves by following the advice of their princi- 


| except likewiſe thoſe perſons, who are taken into 


offices, although natives of the land ; becauſe they are 


greater gainers while they keep their cfaces, than they 


could poſſibly be by mending the miſerable condition of 


their country. 

| except, thirdly, all hopers, who by balancing ac- 
counts with themielves turn the ſcale on the ſame fide ; 
becauſe the ſtrong expeQation of a good certain ſalary, 


will outweigh the loſs by bad rents received out of lands 

in money leis times. = 
I my lords the b:ſhops, who J hear are ow employ. 
ed in a ſcheme for regulating the ce nduct and mainte.. 


nanc: of the inferior clergy, ſhall in che ir wiſdom and piet 


| and love of the church conſent to this repeal of the , 


| have not the leaſt doubt, that the whole reverend | 


paternal tenderneſs for their weltare they have already 


| found ſo many amazing inſtances. 


I am not therefore under the leaſt concern about the 


church-living ; and until that bar ſhall be removed, the 
preſent epiſcopal clergy are ſafe for two years. Although 
it may be thought ſomewhat unequal, that in the zorth- 
en parts, where there may be three diſenters to one 


cburehman, the whole revenue ſhall be engroſſed by him 


who hath fo (mall a part of the cure. 
It is true indeed, that this diſadvantage, which the 


church- 


—— —— ꝓ—ü4— os — — 
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clergy on this account. They will (for ſome tine] be no 
| great ſufferers by this repeal ; becauſe I cannot recol- 
| left among all our ſects any one, that giveth latitude e- 
; nough to take the oaths required at an inftitution to a 
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church - will be eaſily remedied by the re- 
peal of the eff. For the diſenting teachers are under 
no incapacĩty of accepting civil and military employ ments, 
wherein they agree perfectly with the pagiſb clergy ; a- 
mong whom great cardinals and prelates have been com- 
manders of armics, chief miniſters, knights of many or- 
ders, ambaſſadors, ſecretaries of ſtate, and in moit high 
offices under the crown ; although they aſſert the ingcli- 
ble character, which no ſeQaries among us did ever aſ- 
fame. But that many, both prefbyterians and indefen- 
dents, commanders as well as private foldiers, were pro- 
feſſed preachers in the time of their dominion, is allow- 
ed by all. Cromwel himſelf was a preacher; and hath 
left us one of his ſermons in print, exactly in the ſame 
ſtyle and manner with thoſe of our modern * 
teachers: ſo was colonel Howard, Sir George Down- 
ing, and ſeveral others whoſe names are on record. I can 
therefore ſee no reaſon, why a painful prefbyterian teach- 
er, as ſoon as the teſt ſhall be repealed, may not be pri- 
vileged to hold along with the ſpiritual office and ſtipend 
a a commithon in the army or the civil liſt in commendan : 
kor, as I take it, the church of England is the only body 
of Chriftians, which in effect diſqualifics thoſe, who are 
employed to preach its doctrine, from ſharing in the ci- 
vil power, farther than as ſenators: yet this was a privi- 
lege begun in times of popery, many hundred years be- 
fore the reformation, end woven with the very inſlitution 
of our limited monarchy. os 
There is indeed another method, whereby the ſtipends 
ol diſſenting teachers may be raiſed, and the farmer much 
relieved ; it it ſhould be thought proper to reward a peo- 
le ſo deſerving, and fo loyal by their principles. Every 
bi upon the vacancy of a church- living can 1 
the profits for the uſe of the next incumbent. Upon a 
lapſe of half a year the donation falls to the archbiſhop, 
and after a full year to the crown, during pleaſure. 
Therefore it would be no hardſhip for any clergyman 4 
live, if (in thoſe parts of Ireland, where the number ct 
ſectaries much exceeds that of the con formiſts) the pro- 
fits, when ſequeſtered, might be applied to the ſuppoit 
of the diſſenting teacher, who hath fo many ſouls to tabe 
care of ; whereby the poor tenants would „ 


| which a remedy doth not fo 
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ed in thoſe hard times, and in a better condition to pay 
their rents. | 

Bat there is another difficulty in this matter, againſt 
readily occur. For ſuppoſ- 
ing the feſt act repealed, and the diſſenters in conſe- 
quence fuily qualihed for all ſecular cmpioyments ; the 
queſtion may ſtill be put, whether thoie ot Ireland will 
be often the perſons on whom they thall be beſtowed ; 
becauſe it is imagined, there may be * another ſeminary 
in view, more aumerous and more ncedy, as well as more 
neritixg, and more eaſily contented with ſuch low offi- | 


ces; which ſome nearer neighbours hardly think it worth 


ſtirring from their chimney- ſides to obtain. And lam 


told, it is the common practice of thoſe who are {xilled 


in the management cf bees, that when they fee a foreign 


| frarm at ſome diſtance, approaching with an mtention 


to plunder their hives, the ſe artiſts have a trick to divert 
them it. to fome neighbouring apiary, there to make what 
havock they pleate. This 1 ſhould nut have hinted, if 


Thad not known it already to have gotten ground in 


many ſuſpecting heads; for it is the peculiar talent of 
this nation to ſee dangers atar off: to all which I can 
only [y, that our native fre/yterians mult by pains and 
induſtry raiſe ſuch a fund ot merit, as will anſwer to a 
birth ſix degrees more to the North. If they cannot 
arrive at this perieftion, as ſeveral of the cttabliſhed 


church have compaſſed by indefatigable pains, I do not 


wel fee, how their affairs will much mend by repealing 


dhe %: for to be qualified by law to accept an employ- 


ment, and yet to be diſqualiſied in fact, as it will much 
increaſe the mortification, to it will withdraw the pity 
of many among their well wiſhers, and utterly deprive 


| them of that merit hey have ſo long made, of being a 


yal, true protefant people, perſecuted only for reli- 


If this happen to be their caſe, they muſt wait maturi- 


y of time; until they can by prudent, gentle ſteps, make 


heir faith become the religion eſtabliſhed in the na: ion: 
atcr which, I do not in the leaſt doubt, that they will 
are the moſt effectual me.hods to ſecure their power 


Scotland. 
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againſt thoſe, who muſt then be diſſenters in their turn; 
whereof, if we may form a future opinion from preſent 
times, and the diſpoſitions of difenters, who love to make 
a thorough reformation, the number and qualities will be 
very incon ble. | 8 
Tus I have, with the utmoſt fincerity, after long 
thinking, given my judgment upon this arduous affair; 
but with the utmoſt deierence and ſubmithon to public 
wiſdom and power. | 
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Gen- relating to the SACRAMENTAL 


TzsrT. 


Written in the year 1732. 


QUERY, THER hatred and violence be- 
| _ tween parties in a ſtate be not more 
inflamed by different views of intereſt, than by the 
rea er or leſſer differences between them either in reli- 
n or government? 
Whether it be any part of the queſtion at this time, 
which of the two religions is worſe, popery or fanatici/m ; 


or not rather, which of the two (having both the ſame 


good will) is in the hopefulleſt condition to ruin the 


| church? 


Whether the FREIE whenever they come to pre- 


rail, will not ruin the church as infallibly and effectual- 
ly a: the papiſfs ? 
Whether 


the prevailing ſectaries could allow liberty 
of conſcience to 4 enters without belying all their for- 


mer practice, and almoſt all their former writings ? 


- 


terians 


Whether many hundred thouſand Scotch 


re not full as virulent againſt the epiſcopal church, as 


they are againſt the papiſts ; or as they world have us 


wink the papiſts are againſt them? 


Whether the Dutch, who are moſt diftinguiſhed for al- 
wing liberty of conſcience, do ever admit any perſons, 


who profeſsa different ſcheme of worſhip from theirown, 


into civil employments, although they may be forced by 


welke nature of their government to receive mercenary 
| troops of all religions? 


Whether the diſſenters ever pretended, until of late 
years, to defire more than a bare toleration ? 

Whether, if it be true, what a ſorry pamphleteer aſ- 
ſerts, who lately writ for repealing the 1%, that the 4%. 
/nters in this kingdom are equally numerous with the 
churehmen, it would not be a neceſſary point of prudence 


dy all 7 and lawful means to prevent their further 


Vor. III. * The 
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1 given by thoſe, whom they cal} 


great argument 
kw churchmen, to juſtify the large tolerations allowed 


to diſſenters hath been ; that by ſuch indulgencies the 
rancour of thoſe ſectarĩes would gradually wear off, many 


of them would come over to us, and their parties in a 


little time crumble to nothing. 
Quer, Whether if what the above pamphleteer af. 
ſerts, that the ſectaries are equal in numbers with con- 


formiſts be true, it doth not clearly follow, that thoſe re- 


peated tolerations have operated directly contrary to 


what thoſe /z:2 church politicians pretended ta foreſee 


and expect ? 
Whether any clergyman, however dignificd or diſtin- 
goiſhed, if he think bis own proſctiion molt agreeable to 


holy ſeripture and the primitive church, can really wi 


in his heart, that all ſectaries ſnould be upon an equal 
foot with the chu:chmen in the point of civil power aud 
employments ? 

Whether epiicopacy, which is hald by the church to 
de a divine and apoltolical inſtitution, be not a funda- 
mental point of religion, particularly in that eſlential one 


bf conferring holy orders ? 


Whether by neceſſary conſequences the fn expe- 
dients among the ſectaries to conſtitute their teachers are 
not abſclutely null and void ? 


Whether the lectaries will ever agree to accept ordina- 


tion oniy trom biſhops ? 

Whether the biſnops and clergy will be content to give 
up epiſcopaey, as a point indifferent, without which che 
church can well ſubait ? 

Whether that great tenderneſs towards ear ies, which 
no ſo much prevails, be chiefly owing to the fears of 


papery, or to that ſpirit of Atheiſm, Deifma, Scepticiia, 


and univerfal inmmurality, vkicn all good men fo much 
lamen: ? 


Granting z9/cry to have many more errors in religion 


than any one trauch of the fectarics, let us examine the 


actions of both, as they have each affected the peace of 


theſe kinzgiluins with allowance fat the ſhort time, woich 


the ſectaties had to act in, who are in a manner 4ut of 


 yefterday. Ihe papijis in the time cf king James the 
11 wid all colouvours to eftablifh thetr to perttiuor, 
wherein 
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wherein they failed by the united power of Engliſh church- 
proteſtants with the prince of Orange's afliſtance. But ic 
cannot be afferted, that theſe bigatted papiſis kad the 
leaſt deſign to oppoſe or murder the king, much leſs to 
aboliſh kingly government; nor was it their intereſt or 
inclination to attempt either. 

On the other fide the Puritans, who had almoſt from 
the beginning of queen Elizabeth's reign been a perpe- 
tual thorn in the church's fide, joining with the Scotch 
enthuſiaſts in the time of king Charles the firſt, were the 


principal cauſe of the Iriſh rebellium and maſſucre by diſ- 


treſſing that prince, and making it impoſſible tor him to 
ſend over timely ſuccours. And after that pious prince 


had ſatisſied his parliament in every fingle point to be 


complained of, the ſame ſectaries by poiloning the minds 
and affeftions of the people with the moſt falte and wick- 
ed repreſentations cf their king, were able in the com- 
paſs of a few years, ts embroil the three nations in a 
bloody rebellion at the expence of many thouſand lives; 
to turn the kingly power into «narchy ; to murder their 
prince in the face of the world, and (in their own ſtyle) 


to deſtroy the church root and branch. | 


The account therefore ſtands thus. The papiſis aim- 
ed at one pernicious act, which was to de ſtroy the gro- 
teſtant religion; wherein by God's mercy, and the aſſiſt- 


ance of our glorious king William, they abſolutely failed. 


The ſectaries attempted the three moſt internal actions, 
that could poſſbly enter into the hearts of men forſaken 
by God ; which were, the murder cf a moſt pious king, 
the deſtruction of the monarchy, and the extirpation ot 
the church; and ſucceeded in them all. 5 

Upon which I put the following queries: Whether 
any of thoſe ſectiries have ever yet in a ſolemn public 
manner renounced any one of thoſe principles, upon 
which their predeceflors then ated ? 

Whether, confiderivg the cruel perſecutions of the 
epiſcopal church, du: ing the courſe of that horrid rebel- 
hon, and the conſequences of it until the happy - 
tion, it is not maniĩfeſt, that the perſecuting iyirit lies fo 
equally divided between the papiſts and the ſectarics, that 
2 feather would turn the balance on either fide ? 

And therefore, lai, Whether any perſon of comman 

N 2 underſtanding, 
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underſtanding, who proſeſſeth himſelf a member of the 
church eſtabliſhed, although perhaps with little inward 
regard to any religion (which is too often the caſe) if he 
Joves the peace and welfare of his country, can after cool 
thinking rejoice to ſee a power placed again in the hands 
of fo reſtleſs, ſo ambitious, and fo mercileſs a faction, to 
act over all the ſame parts a ſecond time ? 
Whether the candor of that ſſion ſo frequent of 
late in ſermons and pamphlets, of the frength and number 
of the papiſts in Ireland, can be juſtified ? For as to their 
number, however great, it is always magnified in pro- 
portion to the z2al or politics of the ſpeaker and writer 
but it is a groſs impoſition upon common reaſon to ter- 
rify us with their ſtrength. For popery, under the cir- 
cumſtances it lies in this kingdom, although it be offen- 
five and inconvenient enough from the conſequences it 
hath to enereaſe the rapine, floth, and ignorance, as well 
as poverty of the natives, is not properly dangerous in 
that ſenſe, as ſowe would have us take it ; becaule it is 
_ univerſally hated by every party of a different religious 
It is the contempt of the wiſe ; the belt topic 
for clamours of deſigning men; but the real terror only 
of fools. The landed popifs intereſt in England far ex- 
ceeds that among us even in proportion to the wealth and 
extent of each kingdom The little that remains here is 
daily dropping into proteſtant hands by purchaſe or de- 
ſcent ; and that affected complaint of counterfeit converts 
will fall with the cauſe of it in half a generation, unleſs 
it be raited or kept alive as a continual fund of merit and 
elaquence. I he papiſis are wholly difarmed : they have 
neither courage, leaders, money, or inclinations to rebel: 
they want every advantage, which they formerly poſſeſ- 
ſed, to follow that trade; and wherein even with thoſe 
advantages they always miicarried : they appear very eaſy 
and ſatisfied under that connivance, which they enjoyed 
during the whcle lait reign ; nor even ſcrupled to re- 
_— ancther party, under which they pretend to have 
ſuffered ſo much ſeverity. | | 
Upon the ſe conſiderations I muſt confeſs to have ſuſ- 
pended much of my pity towards the great dreaders of 
popery; many of whom appear to be hale, itrong, actire 
yung men; who, as I am told, eat, drink and fleep 
| | — heartily; 
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heartily ; and are very chearful (as they have exceeding 
good reafon) upon all other ſubjects. However, I can- 


not too much commend the generous concern, which our 


neighbours, and others who come from the ſame neigh- 
bourhood, are ſo kind to expreſs for us upon this account; 
although the former be farther removed from the dan- 
ger of popery by twenty leagues of ſalt water: but this, 


I fea, is a digrethon. 


When an artificial report was raiſed here many years 
2co of an intended invaſion by the pretend r, (which blew 
over after it had done its office) the-di/enters argued in 
their talk and in their pamphlets after this manner, ap- 
plying themſelves to thoſe of the church: Gentlemen, if 
the pretender had landed, as the law now ſtands, we durſt 


| not aſſiſt you; and therefore, unleis you take off the 


teft, whenever you ſhall happen to be invaded in earneſt, 
it we are deſired to take up arms in your defence, our 
anſwer ſhall be, Pray, gentlemen, fight your own bat- 
tles; we will. lie by quietly ; conquer your enemies by 
yourſelves, if you can; we will not do your drudgery. 
This way of reaſoning I have keard from ſeveral of their 


_ chiefs and abettors in an hundred converſations ; and 


have read it in twenty pamphlets: and I am confident it 


| vill beoffered again, if the projekt ſhuld fail to take 


off the zeſt. p 3 
Upon which piece of oratory and reaſoning I form the 
following query. Whether in caſe of an invaſion from 


 thepretender (which is not quite ſo probable as from the 


grand figniar ) the diſſenters can with prudence and ſafety 
offer the ſame plea z except they ſhall have made a pre- 
ious ſtipvlation with the invaders t And whether the full 
irecdom of their religion and trade, their lives, proper- 


lies, wives and children, are not, and have not always 


been reckoned, ſufficient motives for repelling invaſions ; 
eipecially in our ſectaries, who call themſelves the truef 
truteſtaute, by virtue of their pretended or real fierceneſs 
azainlt popery. | 

Wrether omitting cr neglecting to celebrate the day 


of the martyrdom of the bleſſed king Charles the firit, 


enjoined by act of parliament, can be juſtly reckoned a 
particular and Gi..inguiſhing mark of good aſfection to 
te preſent government? . 

| Whether 
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Whetker in thoſe churches, where the ſaid day is ob- 
ſerved, it will fully anſwer the intent of the faid act, if 
ate the murther of that royal martyr ; and place the guilt 
of that horrid rebellion with all its conſequenees, the fol- 
lowing uſurpations, the entire deſtruction of the church, 
the cruel and continual perſecutions of thoſe who could 

be diſcovered to profeſs its doctrines, with the enſuing 
Babel of fanaticiſm, to the account of that bleſſed king, 
who, by granting the petition of right, and paſling eve. 


ry bill that could be afked for the ſecurity of the ſubject, 


had, by the confeſſion of thoſe wicked men before the war 
began, left them nothing more to demand ? | 

Whether ſuch a preacher as I have named, (whereof 
there have been more than ane, not many years paſt even 
in the preſence of viceroys) who takes that courſe as a 
means for promotion, may not be thought to ſtep a little 


out of the common road in a monarchy where the de- 
ſcendants of that moſt bleſſed martyr have reigned to this 


day? 
col the act; to which I refer the reader. 
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Rx a sos humbly offered to the parliament of 


lreland for — SACRAMENTAL 
Trsr, in favour of the Carhor tes. T 


Wrinen in the year 1732, 


is well known, that the firſt conquerors of this king- 


I dom were Engliſh cat halict, ſubjefts to Engliſh ca- 
_ tholic kings, from whom by their valour and ſucceſs they 


obtained ions of land, given them as a reward 
— the Iriſh: to which merit 


our brethren the diſſenters of any denomination whatſo- 
ever have not the leaſt pretenſions. 


It 


| Intheyears 3732 and 1733, an attempt was made for repealing 
te refſ-aFt in Ireland, introductory of a like attempt in England. 
The vari- us arguments for it were anſwered in very ſhape: but no 
way moi e effectually, than by examining what pretence the preſby- 


terians had to ſhare in all the privileges of government, either from 
their own principles and behaviour, or compared with thoſe of other 


 ſeftaries. Under the former head they were fully filenced by our 


author, in The preſbyterians plea of merit impartially examined [ above, 


p. 264.) They are now put in the balance with papiſts, whom altho* 


they have ſometimes ſtyled their brethren in adverſity, yet, when 


placed in competition, they will hate as brethren likewiſe. But let 


them here diſpute the preference, and then put in their claim to be a 
part of the eſtabliſi ment. | 
+ The author having before examined the Preſbyterians plea of 


merit, with reſpect to their own principles and practices, hae in this 


ua :t put them in the balance againſt Papiſts. Hatuleſ. 
This tract is written under the aſſumed character of a Roman 
Catholic; by which means the author attacks his adverſaries with 


a great advantage. He freelv acknowieges the ſeveral atrocious 


crimes of the papiſis z but at the ſame time palliates them ſo ſkil- 


fully, that, from that very ackrowlegement, he enables himſelf to 


am the heavier blows at the prefbyterians. A paragraph extracted 
from the pamphlet will <xerrplify my meaning. ¶ Here the * 
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It is confeſſed, that the poſterity of thoſe firſt victori. 

_ ous cathol/ics were often forced to riſe in their own de- 
' fence againſt new colonies from England, who treated 
them —— Iriſh with innumerable oppreſſi- 
„r lands, and driving them by 
force of arms into the moſt deſolate of the kingdom; 
till in the next generation the chi of theſe tyrants 
were uſed in the ſame manner by new Engliſh adven- 
turers, which practice continued for many centuries. But 
it is agreed on all hands, that no inſurrections were ever 
made, except after great oppreſſions by freſh invaders. 
Whereas all the rebellions of paritans, preſbyterians, inde- 
pendenti, and other ſectaries, conitanily began betore any 


22 were given, except that they were not ſut- 
| to change the government in church and ftate, and 
| ſeize both into their own hands; which however at laſt 
did with the murder of their king, and of many 
thouſands of his beſt ſubjects. | | 
The catholics were always defenders of monarchy, as 
conſtituted in theſe kingdoms ; whereas our brethren the 
 difjerters were always republicans both in principle and 


It is well known, that all the catholics of theſe king- 
doms, both prieſts and laity, are true higs, in the beſt 
and moſt proper ſenſe of the werd ; bearing as well in 
their hearts, as in their outward profeſſion, an entire 
loyalty to the royal houſe of Hanover, in the perſon and 
poſterity of George II. againſt the pretender and all his 
adberents. To which they think themſelves bound in 

era.itude as well as conſcience, by the lenity wherewith 
they have been treated ſince the death of queen Anne, ſo 
different from what they ſuffered in the four laſt years of 
that princeſs, during the adminiſtration of that wicked 
miniiter the Earl of Oxford. e | 1 


hr paſſage is quoted, beginning thus, We allow theCaTnorLics 
„to be BRETHREN of the diſſenters,” &c. p. 299. J. 11. ending 
3j; Ihe greateſt art, and the keeneſt ſtrokes of irony, dii- 
play ther ſelves throughout the whole compcſition: and the con- 
cluſſon of it is drawn up with a mixture of ſerious and ĩronical argue 
ments that f. em to dety ell kines of reſutation. Orrery. 


— kings; againſt the uſu 


oteſting againſt — any wa any ang + 4 
wr * their revenues ; and the 8 


_ venant,, * where the word 
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| The catholic: of this kingdom humbly hope, that they 
Fave at leaſt as fa r a title as any of their brother diſſent- 
ers to the appellation of proteffants. They have always 
protefied againſt the ſelling, dethroning, or murdering 
and avarice of the 
court of Rome; againit dei/m, atheiſm, Socinianiſm, quak- 
erijm, Muggletonianiſm, fanaticiſm, Browni/m, as well as 
againit all Jews, Turks, Aut del, and Heretics. Where- 
as the title of proteſiants aflumed by the whole —_— of 
diſſenters (except ourſelves) dependeth upon 


are the very expreſſions uſed 2 = 
„ N r £ 
vidiam ; becauſe the cathelics agree with epiſcopal. 
church in thoſe fundamentals. 

Although the catholics cannot deny, that in the great 
rebellion againſt king Charles I. more ſoldiers of their re- 


| ligion were in the parliament army than in his majeſty's 
troops; and that many jeſuits and friers went about in 


the diſ3uiſe of preſbyterian and i miniſters to 


_ preach up rebellion, as the beſt biltorians of thoſe times 


inform us; yet the bulk of cathe/ics in both kingdoms 
preſerved their loyalty entire. 

The catbolicshave ſome reaſon to think it a little hard, 
when their enemies will not pleaſe to diſtinguiſn between 
the rebellious riot committed by that brutal ruſſian Sir 
Phelim ONeal with his tumultuous crew of rabble, and 
the forces raiſed afterwards by the catholic lords and gen- 
tlemen of the Engliſh pale in defence of the king, after 
the Engliſh rebellion began. It is well known, that his 
majcity's affairs were in great diſtraction ſome time be- 


| fore by an invaſion of the correnanting Scottiſh, Air re- 


tis, and by the haſe terms the king was forced to ac- 
cept, that they might be kept in quietat a juncture when 
Mn N 5 - 


> A ſolemn league and covenant entered into between the Scots 


and Engliſh fanatics in the rebeilion againft King Charles I. 1643. 


by which they ſolemnly engaged among other things, to endea- 
© vour the extirpation of prelacy, that i is, church government 

* archbiſheps, biſhops, deans, archdeans, and all other epiſcopal. 
* officers depending on that kicrarchy,” Hawke. 
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party, which ſoon after ſet all in a flame. And if the 
catholic army in Ireland fought for their king againſt the 
forces ſent over by the parliament then in actual rebel. 


lion againſt him, what per on of loyal Der 
7 


ſo partial to deny, that they did their du joining 
with the Marquis of Ormond and ng. = Moe wa 
who bore their commiſſions from the king? for which 
great numbers of them loſt their lives, and forfeited their 
eſtates; a great part of the latter being now poſſeſſed by 
many ts from thoſe very men, who had drawn 
their ſwords in the ſervice of that rebellious parliament 
which cut off his head, and deſtroyed monarchy. And 


what is more amazing, although the ſame perſons, when 


the Iriſh were intirely ſubdued, continued in power under 
the ramp, were chief confidents, and faith:iul ſubjects to 
Cromwell; yet being wiſe enough to foreſee a refterati- 
an, they ſeized the forts and caſtles here out of the hands 
of their old brethren in relellian, for the ſervice of the 
king; juſt ſaving the tide and putting in a ſtock of me- 
rit ſufficient not only to preſerve the land which the ca- 


thalics loſt by their loyalty, but likewiſe to preſerve their 


civil and military imployments, or be higher advanced. 
Thoſe inſurrections wherewith the catholics are charg- 
ed, from the beginning of the ſeventeenth century to the 


great Engliſh rebellion, were occaſioned by many op- 


preſſions they lay under. They had no intention to in- 
troduce a ze religion, but to enjoy the liberty of preſerv- 
ing the cli; the very ſame which their anceſtors pro- 
feſled from the time that chriſtianity was firſt introduced 
into this iſland, vehich was by cattol/ics ; but whether 


mingled with corruptions, as ſome pretend, doth not be- 


long to the queſtion. They had no deſign to change the 
government; they never attempted to fight againit, to 


impriſon, to betray, to ſell, to bring to a trial, or to mur- 


der their king. Ihe ſchiſmatics acted by a ſpirit direct- 
ly contrary; they united in a ſolemn league and corenant 
to alter the whole ſy item of ſpiritual government eſtab- 


liſhed in all chriſtian nations, and of apoſtolic inſtitution; 


concluding the tragedy with the murder cf the king in 
cold blood, and upon mature del'b:ration ; at the tame 
time changing the monarchy into a commonwealth. 

The 
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The catbalics of Ireland in the great rebellion loſt their 
eſtates for fighting in defence of their king. The ſchiſ- 
matics, who cut off the father's head, forced the fon to 
fly for his life, and overturned the whole ancient frame 
of government, religious and civil ; obtained grants of 
thoſe very eftates, which the cathbalics loſt in defence of 


the antient conſtitution, many of which eſtates are at this 
day poſſeſſed by the poſterity of thoſe ſchiſmatics: and 


thus they gained by their rebellion, what the catholics loſt 


their loyalty. | 


ai the autfecr ww be bab of the n 
ſame people indeed (which we cannot allow) would 


have them to be our children, becauſe me both diſſent 


from the church eſtabliſhed, and both agree in aboliſh- 


ing this perſecuting ſacramental teſt ; by which nega- 


tire diſcouragement we are both rendered incapable of ci- 
vil and military employments. However, we cannot 


but wonder at the hold familiarity of theſe ſchiſmaties, in 


calling the members of the national church their brethren 
und fellber prote/tants. It is true, that all theſe ſets (ex- 
_ cept the cathulics) are brethren to each other in faction, 


ignorance, iniquity, perrerſeneſs, pride, and (if we ex- 


E cept the quakers} in rebellion. but, how the church- 
maeen can be ſtiled their fellaeu proteſiants, we cannot com- 


prchend: becauſe, when the whole Babel of ſectaries 


joined againſt the church, the king, and the nobility for 


twenty years in a MATCH AT FOOT BALL, Where the 
proverb ex preſsly tells us, that all are FELLOws ; while 
the three kirgdoms were toſſed to and fro, the churches 
ard cities and royal palaces ſhattered to pieces by their 
Lalls, their gets, and their kicks ; the victors would al- 
low no more FELLOWS AT FOOT BALL ; but murder- 


ed, ſequeitered, rr deprived, baniſhed to the 


Flantations, or enflaved all their oppofers who had ff 
the game. | 

k 1$ laid the world is governed by opinion; and politi- 
clans aſlure us, that all power is founded thereupon. 
Whersfore, as all human creatures are lond to diſtracti- 


on ct their own opinions, and ſo much the more, as thoſe 
opinions are ablurd, riciculcus, or of little moment, it 
mud follow, that they are equally fond of power. Bu no 
opinians are maintained with io much obſtinacy as choſe 


In 


i 
? 
| 
( 
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in religion, eſpecially by ſuch zealots, who never bore 
the leaſt regard to religion, conſcience, honour, juſtice, 
truth, mercy, or common morality farther than in out- 
ward appearance, under the maſk of hypocriſy to pro- 
mate their diabolical deſigns. And therefore biſhop 
Burnet one of their oracles tells us honeſtly, that the 


/aints of thoſe fanatic times pronounced themſelvesabove _ 
morality ; which they reckoned among beggar n 
but the meaning of theſe two laſt words thus applied we 


confeſs to be above our underſtanding. 
Among thoſe kingdoms and ſtates which firſt embrac- 


ed the reformation, England appears to have received it 
in the moſt regular way; where it was introduced in a 


peaceable manner, by the ſupreme power of a king * and 

the three eſtates in parliament ; to which as the higheſt 

legiſlative authority, all ſubjects are bound paſſively to 

ſubmit. Neither was there much blood ſhed on to 

a change of religion. But a conſiderable number of lords, 

and other perſons of quality through the kingdom, fill 
continued in their old faith, and were, notwithſtanding 


their difference in religion, employed in offices civil a 


well as military, more or leſs in every reign, until the 


reſt a in the time of king Chailes II. However, from 


the time of the reformation, the number of cath:lics gra- 
dually and conſiderably leſſened. So that in the reign 
of king Charles I. England became in a great. degree a 


proteſtant kingdom, without taking the ſectarics into the 


number; the legality whereof, with reſpect to human 
las, the cathulics never diſputed ; but the puritans, and 
bother ſchiſmatics, without the lealt prerence to any ſuch 
_ authority, by an open rebellion deſtroyed that legal re- 
formation, as we obſerved before, murdered their king, 


and changed the monarchy into a republic. I: is there. 


tore not to be wondered at, if the catholics, in ſuch a Ba- 
bel of religions, choſe to adhere to their own faith leſt 
them by their ancc lors, rather than ſeek for a better 
among a rabble of hypocritical, rebelligus, deluding 
Eknaves or deluded enthuſiaſts. 
We repeat once more, that if a nati nal religion be 


changed by the ſupreme le giſlative power, we cannot diſ- 


® Heory VIII. 


S* 


EF FA S Fegg F Fg wh: 


of their king and by aboliſhing the whole ſyſtem of 
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pute the human legality of ſuch a change. But we hum- 


bly conceive, that it any conſiderable party of men which 
differs from an eſtabliſhmenr, either old or new, can de- 
ſerve liberty of conſcience, it ought to conſiſt of thoſe, 
who,for want of conviction, or of right underſtanding the 
merits of each cauſe, conceive themſelves bound in con- 
ſcience to adhere to the religion of their anceſtors ; be- 


| cauſe they are of all others leaſt likely to be authors of 
innovations either in church or ſtate. 5 | 


On the other fide : if the reformation of religion be 
founded upon rebellion againſt the king, without whoſe 
conient by the nature of our conſtitution no law can paſs; 
if this reformation be introduced by only one of the three 
eltates, I mean the commons, and not by one halt even 
of thoſe commons, and this by the aſſiſtance of a rebelli- 


ous army; again if this reformation were carried on by 


the excluſion of nobles both lay and ſpiritual, (who con- 
ſtitute the other part of the three eſtates) by the murder 
vernment ; the cathelics cannot ſee why the ſucceſſors of 
thoſe ſchiſmatics, who are univerially accuſed by all par- 
ties except themſelves, and a few infamous abettors, for 


|| Kill retaining the fame principles in religion and govern- 


ment, under which their predeceſſors acted ; ſhould pre- 


tend to a better ſhare of civil or military truſt, profit, and 


power than the catholics, who, during all that period of 
twenty years, were continually perſecuted with the utmoſt 
ſeverity, merely on account of their loyalty and conſtant 
adherence io kingly power. 

We now come to thoſe arguments for repeal'ng the ſa- 


cramental teſt, which equaily affect the cathalics, and 
| their brethren the diſſenters. 


Firft, we agree with our fellow- diſſer ters, that * per- 


 fecuticn merely for conjcience fake is againſt the genius of 
' the gaſpel. And fo likewiſe is any law for ring 
nen of their natural and civil rights, which they claim 


as men. We are alſo ready enough to allow, that the 


Jmallej} negative diſcuuragemenis for uniformity's ſake 


are fo many perjecutions. Becauſe, it cannot be denied, 


| that the ſcratch of a pin is in ſome degree a real wound, 


vid. Reaſons for the repeal of the ſacramental teſt. | 
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as much as a ſtab through the heart. In like manner, an 
by law for any man to be made a judge, a co- 
— of te ec merely md a 5 fo 4 
Pong is 4 negative ouragement, a conſequently 
— e hes caſe, the author of the 
Faroe —_— margin puts 2 very pertinent 
and po que F God be the jole Lord of the 
conſcience, — the rights of conſcience rig & 
to human juriſdiftion ? Now to apply this tothe cat 
the belief traniubſtantiation is matter purely of reli. 
gion and conſcience, * doth not 2 the 4 in- 
— CS. as ſuch : therefore, ſhould the rights 
of canſcience, whereof God is the ſole Lord, be ſubje# 


to human juriſdifion And why ſhould God be deprived 


of this right over a catholic's conſcience, any more than 
over that of any other diſſenter? 

And whereas another author among our brethern the 
diſſenters hath very juſtly complained, that by this per- 
_ ſecuting teſt act great numbers of true proteſtants have 


been forced to leave the kingdom and fly to the plantati- 
ons, rather than ſtay here branded with an incapacity for 


_ civil and military employments ; we do affirm, that the 


catbalics can bring many more inſtances of the ſame kind: 


ſome thouſands of their religion having been forced by 
the ſacramenta! teſt to retire into other countries, rather 
than live here under the incapacity of wearing ſwords, 

fitting in parliament, and getting ſhare of that 

profit which belong to them as felluu chriftians, where - 
of they are deprived merely upon account of conjcience, 
which would not allow them to take the ſacrament after 


the manner preſcribed in the liturgy. KFience ut clearly 


follows in the words of the ſame f author, that if we 
catholics are uncapable of employments, we are puniſhed 
| for aur diſſent, that is, for cur conſcience, which bell 
turns upon political confiderations. = 
The — are willing o acknowledge the king's fu- 
_ premacy, whenever their brethren the 22 mall 
1 to ſhe them an example. 
. Further, 


o See reaſons againſt the teſt, 
I Idem. 


; 
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 religiaus profeſſion le; which plainly include the catho- 


their own way of worſhip 


Further, the catholics, whenever their religion ſhall 
come to be the national eftabliſhed faith, are willing to 
og Appar ga hob ay way 
ed, His words are theſe : To end this debate, by put- 
ting it upon a foot which I hope vill appear to every im- 
partial perſon a fair and equitable one 3 we Catholics 


| propoſe, with ſubmiſſion to the proper judges, that effefu- 
al 


curity be taken againſt perjecution by obliging all, 
who are admitted into places of power and truft, what- 
ever their religious profeſſion be, — the on falemn man- 
ner to diſclaim cuting principles. It is hoped the 
public will SES of theſe words: whatever their 


lies; and for which we return thanks to aur diſſenting 


And whereas it is objefted by thoſe of the eſtabliſhed 


church, that if the ſchiſmatics and fanatics were once put 


into a capacity of poſſeſſing civil and military emp! 
ments, they would never be at eaſe, till they had raiſed 
into the national religion 
through all his majeſty's dominions, equal with the true 
art budaæ Scottiſb kirk ; which when they had once brought 
to pais, they would no more allow liberty of conſcience 
to epiſcopal difſenters, than they did in the time of the 
great Eng!iſh rebellion, and in the ſucceeding fanatic 
anarchy, till the king was reſtored. There is another 
very learned ſchiſmatical pamphleteer, who in anſwer 
to a malignant libel called, The preſoyterian plea of merit, 
etc. clearly wipes off this aſperſion, by affuring all epiſ- 
copal protettants cf the preſent church upon his own 
word, and to his own knowledze, that our brethren the 
diſſenters will never offer at ſuch an attempt. In like 
manner the catholics, when legally required, will openly 
declare u' on their rords and honours, that as ſoon as their 
regative diſcouragements and their perſecution ſhall be re- 
moved by repealing the ſacramental teſt, they will leave 
it entirely to the merits or the caule, whether the king- 


dum ſhall think fit to make their faith the eſtabliſhed re- 


ligion or nt 


» Vindication of the Proteſlant Diſſenters, 
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And again, whereas our prgſipterian brethren in many 


of their pamphlets take much offence, that the great re- 


bellion in England, the mus: der of the king, with the en. 
tire change of religion and government, are perpetually 
objected againſt them both in and out of 2 by oo 
common enemy the preſent conformiſts ; we do declare 
in the defence of our ſaid brethren, that the reproach 
aforeſaid is an old worn-out thread bare cant, which they 
always diſdained to anſwer : and I very well remember, 
that having orce told a certain conformiſt, how much [ 
wondered to hear him and his tribe dwelling perpetually 
on ſo beaten a ſubject ; he was pleaſcd to divert the dit- 


_ courſe with a fooliſh ſtory, which I cannot forbear telling 


to his diſgrace. He faid, there was a clergyman in York. 
thire, who tor fiſtcen years toge ther preached every Sun- 


day againſt drunkenneſs : whereat the pariſkoners being 


much offended, complained to the archbiſhop ; who have 
ing ſent for the clergyman, and ſeverely reprimanded 
| him, the miniſter. had no better an anſwer than by con- 


 feſling the fact; adding, that all the pariſh were drun- 
| kards; that he deſired to reclaim them from one vice, be- 
' fore he would begin upon another; and fince they ſtill 


continued to be as great drunkards as before, he reſolv- 


cd ta go on, except his grace would pleaſe to forbid him, 
Wee are very ſeniible how heavy an accuſation lieth up- 
on the catholics of Ireland; that ſome years before king 
Charles II. was reſtored, when theirs and the king's for- 


ces were entirely reduccd, and the kingdom declared by 
the ramp to be ſettled; afterall his inajeſty's generals 
were torced to fiy to France, cr other countries, the 
heads of the ſaid cal halles, who remained here in an en- 
flaved condition, joined to ſ nd an invita ion to the Duke 


cl Lorrain; engaging, upon l. is appearing here u ich his 


forces, to deliver up the Whole iſland to his power, and 
declare him their ſovercign; which after the reſtoration 
was proved againſt them by dean Boyle, ſnce primate, 


who produced the very original inſtrument at the board. 


The cetheslics freely acknowledge the fact to be true; and 
at the {ame time appeal to all the world, whether a wil- 
er, a better, a more honourable, or a more juttifiatle 


project could have been thought of. They were then 


reduced 


8. F 
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reduced to flavery and beggary by the Engliſh rebels, 
thouſands of men murdered, the reſt depri 


wilds of Connaught, at a time when either the ramp or 
Cromwel abſolutely governed the three ki And 
the queſtion will turn upon this, whether the catholics, 


deprived of all their ſions, governed with a rod of 


iron, and in utter deſpair of ever ſeeing the monarchy 
reſtored, for the preſervation of which they had ſuffered 
ſo much, were to be blamed for calling in a foreign prince 
of their own religion, who had a conſiderable army to 
ſupport them, rather than ſubmit to ſo infamous an uſurper 
inious coven- 
ticle as the rump. And I have often heard not only our 
friends the diſſenters, but even our common enemy the 


_ conformiſts, who are converſant in the hiſtory of thoſe 


times, freely confeſs, that conſidering the miſerable ſitua- 
tion the Iriſh were then in, they could not have thought 
of a braver or more virtuous attempt ; by which they 
might have been inſtruments of reſtoring the lawful mo- 
narch, at leaſt to the recovery of England and Scotland 


o conclude, whereas the laſt d author com- 
plains very heavily and frequently of a Bz and that lies 
upon 


them, it is a great miſtake: for the firſt orig} | 
B&AND hath been long taken off; only 2 


ſear will probably remain, and be viſible for ever to thoſe 
who know the principles by which they acted, and un- 
principles ſhall be y renounced ; elſe it 
muſt continue to all generations, like the mark ſet up- 
on Cain, which ſome authors ſay deſcended t all his poſ- 


— betrayers and ſellers and murderers of his 
* 


terity ; or like the Roman noſe and Auſtrian lip, or like 


the long bag of fleſh hanging down from the gills of the 
prople in Piedmont. But as for any brands fixed on 
imatics for ſeveral years pail, they have been all made 


with cold irox ; like thieves who by the benefit of the 
| Clergy are condemned to be only burned in the hand; 


but eſcape the pain and the mark by being in fee with the 
| Which advantage the ſchiſmatical teachers 
will never want, who, as we are afſured, and of which 


thcre 
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there is a very freſh inſtance, have the ſouls and bodies 
LTU 
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Therefore, upon the whole, the cathelics do humbly 


upon this favourable juncture their inca 


and military employments may be —＋ wr A off, To 


e very ſame reaſons (beſides others more cogent) that 
W a 
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the author was again various, fo 
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b alone were to receive the benefit. 


fant the temporal intereſt, than the r the 
| whole body of the lower clergy have, upon thoſe 
| occaſions, expreſſed equal gratitude to that honourable 
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Some reaſons againſt the bill for ſettling the 
tythe of Hemp, Flax, etc. by a Modus.* 


HE dergy W any cauſe of 
complaint againſt the preſent houſe of commons; 


= 14 in the laſt ſeſſions were pleaſed to throw out a bill 
| ſent them rom the lords, which that reverend body ap- 

prebended would be very injurious to them, if it paſſed 
into a la: and who in the preſent ſeſſions defeated the 


arts and endeavours of ſchi/matics to repeal the ſacramen- 
tal te 
5 hands, that 


1 the former of thoſe bills might by its neceſſary conſequen- 
oe vny CONng © Be fy grins S 
ns purely ſecular ; and that this laſt. 


dom for many reaſo 
attempt for 


repealing the ef did much more affect at pre- 


houſe for their juſtice and ſteadineſs, as if the clergy 


It muſt needs be therefore a great addition to the cler- 


87's grief, that ſuch an aſſembly as the preſent houſe of 


commons ſhould now, with an expedition more than uſu- 
ha ana = * 


+ Many eminent clergyman, vio cate oh ſcheme, 


; to Dr, Swift to write againſt it, which he readily conſented to 
| \pon their giving him ſome hints: and two days after the follow- 


ing reaſons were preſented to ſeveral members of parliament, 
which had fo good an effect that the bill was dropped. Hawhkeſ. 
This pamphlet is entirely adapted to the clergy of Ireland. But 
| cannot avoid obſerving in it, a greater fund of calmneſs, not a 
leſs degree of ſpirit, than in many other of Swift's political writ- 
ings. Orrery. 


F For che biſhops to divide livings. asl 
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with a clauſe, whereby the church is to loſe two parts in 
three of the legal ty the in flax and hemp. | 
Some reaſons why the clergy think ſuch a law will be 
a great hardſhip upon them are, I conceive, thoſethat 
follow. | ſhall venture to enumerate them with all de- 
ference due to that honourable aſſembly. 
Firſt, the clergy ſappole that they have not, by any 
fault or demerit, incurred the diſpleaiure of the nation's 
repreſ-ntatives : neither can the declared loyalty of the 


be in the leaſt diſputed : becauſe there are hardly ten cler- 
_ gy men through the whole kingdom, for more than nine- 
teen years paſt, who have not been ei her preferred en - 


tirely upon account of their declared affection to the 
line, or higher promoted as the due reward of 


There is not a landlord in the whole kingdom refiding 
ſome part of the year at his country ſeat, who is not in 
his own conſcience fully convinced, that the tythes of his 


_ miniſter have gradually ſunk for ſome years paſt one 


third, or at leaſt one fourth of their former value, exclu- 
5 8 Pace. 


ſeſs themſelves proteftants ; that by the expence, the 
trouble, and vexation of collecting or bargaining for 


them, they are of all other rents the moſt precarious, 


uncertain, and ill paid. 


The landlords in moſt pariſhes expect, as a compli- 


ment, that they ſhall pay little more than half the value 
of the tythes foi the lands they hold in their own hands; 
which often conſiſt of large domains: and it is the mini- 
ſter's intereſt to make them eaſy upon that article, when 
he conſiders what influence thoſe gen:lemen have upon 
their tenants. PEN 
The clergy cannot but think it extremely ſevere, that 
in a bill for encouraging the linen manufacture they alone 
muſt be the ſufferers, who can leaſt afford it. If, as [ 


am told, there be a tax of three thouſand pounds a year | 


paid by the pub.ic for a farther encouragement to the ſaid 
manufacture, are not the clergy equal ſharers in the 


ſent ſet, from the higheſt prelate to the loweſt vicar, 


. ayment of tythes in this kingdom is ſubject to ſo 
many frauds, brangles, and other difficulties, not only 
from papiſts and diſſenters, but even from thoſe who pro- 
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| charge with the reſt of their fellow ſubjefts? What ſatiſ- 
Sin factory reaſon can be therefore given, why they alone 
| ſhould bear the whole additional weight, unleſs it will be 
de | alledged that their property is not upon an equal foot 
that | with the rties of other men. They ac quue their 
de. own {mall pittance by at leaſt as honeſt means as their 
| neighbours, the landlords, poſſeſs their eſtates ; and have 
any deen always ſuppoſed, except in rebellious or fanatical 
ons times, to have as good a title: for no families now in be- 
the | ing can ſhew a more ancient. Indeed if it be true, that 
icar, | fome perſons (I hope they were not many) were ſeen to 
cler- laugh when the rights of the clergy were mentioned ; in 
ne- this caie an «pinion may poſſibly be ſoon advanced, that 
| en- | they have no rights at all. And this is likely enough to 
d the gain ground, in proportion, as the contempt of all reli- 
rd of gion ſhall increaſe, which is already in a very forward 
way. | 
ding 1 is ſaid, there will be alſo added in this bill a elauſe 
5 | for diminiſhing the tythe of hops, in order to cultivate 
is that uſeful plant among us: and here likewiſe the load is 


to lie entirely on the ſh: ulders of the clergy, while the 
landlords reap all the benefits. It will not be eaſy to fore- 
ſee where ſuch proceedings are like to ſtop: or whether 
by the ſame authority, in civil times, a parliament may 
not as juſtly challenge the ſame power in reducing all 
things tythable, not below the tenth part of the product 
(which is and ever will be the clergy's equitable right) 
but from a tenth part io a fixtieth or eightieth, and from 
| thence to nothing. | 
1 have heard it granted by fkilful perſons, that the 
pPractice of taxing che clergy by parliament without their 
own conſent is a new thing, not much above the date of 
| ſeventy years: before which period, in times of peace, 
they always taxed themfſ. Ives. But things are extremely 
| altered ai preſent : it is not now ſufficient to tax them in 
| common with :heir fellow ſubjects, without impoſing an 
Additional tax upon them, from which, or from any thing 
equivalent, all their fellow ſubjects are cxempt; and this 
in a country profeſſing chriſtianity. 
The greateſt part of the clergy throughout the king- 
dom have becn Lit of their gle bes by the con fuſion of 


mes, by violence, fraud, oppreſion, and other unlaw- 
| e | ful 
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ful means ; all which glebes are now in the hands of the 


laity. So that they now are generally forced to lie at 


the mercy of landlords for a imall piece of ground in 
their pariſhes, at a moſt xorbitant rent, and uſually for 


| @ thort term of years, * nereon to build a houſe, and 
enable them to reſide. Vet, in ſpite of theſe difadvan- 


tages, I am a witneſs, the! they are generally more con- 
ſtant reſidents than their brethren in England; where the | 
meaneſt vicar hath a convenient dwelling with a barn, z 
garden, and a field or :vo lor his cattle ; beſides the cer- 


L tainty of his little income from honeſt farmers, able and 


willing not only to pay him his due», but likewiſe to 
make him preſents, according to their ability, for hisbet- 
ter ſupport. In all which circumſtances the clergy of 


Ireland meet with a treatment directly contrary. 


I is hoped the honourable houſe will confider, that it 
is impoſſible for the moſt ill- minded, avaricious, or cun- 
ning clergyman to do the l:aft injuſtice to the meaneſt 
cottager in his pari ili in any bargain for tythes, or other 


_ eccleſiaſtical dues. He can at the utmoſt only demand 
to have his tythe fairly laid out; and does not once ina 
hundred times obtain his demand. But every tenant, | 

from the pooreſt cottager to the moſt ſubſtantial farmer, | 
can, and generally doth, impoſe upon the miniſter, by 


fraud, by theft, by lyes, by perjuries, by inſolence, and 
ſometimes by force; notwirhſtanding the utmoſt vigilance | 
and fkill of himſelf and his proctor. Inſomuch, that it 


zs allowed that the clergy in general receive little more 
than one half of their legal dues; not including the 


charges they are at in collecting or bargaining for them. 
The land rents of Ireland are computed to about two 


millions, whereof one tenth amouncs to two hundred | 


thouſand pounds. The beneficed clergymen, excluding 
thoſe of this city, are not reckoned to be above five hun- 
dred ; by which computation they ſhould each of them 
poſſeſs two hundred pounds a year, if thoſe tythes were 


equally divided, although in well cultivated corn coun- 


tries it ought to be more ; whereas they hardly receive 


one half of that ſum, with great de falcations, and in very 
bad payments. There are indeed a few glebes in the 


north pretty confiderable, but if theſe and all the ret 
were in like manner equally divided, they would _— 
| | | e 
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five pounds a year to every clergyman. Therefore, 
whether the condition of the clergy in general among us 
be juſtly liable to envy, or able to bear a heavy burthen, 
which neither the nobility nor gentry, nor tradeſmen, 
nor farmers, will touch with cne of their fingers ; this, 
I fay, is ſubmitted to the honourable houſe, 5 

One terrible circumſtance in this bill js, that of turning 
the tythe of flax and hemp into what the lawyer s call a 
modus, or a cer: ain ſum in lieu of a tenth part of tie pro- 


duct. And by this practice of claiming a modzs in many 


s by ancient cuſtom, che clergy in both kmgdoms 
have been almoſt incredible ſuffercrs. Thus in the pre- 
ſent caſe the tythe of a tolerable acre of fax, which by 
a medium is worth twelve ſhillings, is by the preſent bill 
reduced to four ſhillings. Neither is this the worſt part 
in a nodzs; every determinate ſum mult in proceſs of 
time fk from a fourth to a four and twentieth. part, or 
a great deal lower, by that neceffary fall attending the 
value of money, which is now at leaſt nine-tenths lower 
all over Europe than it was four hundred years ago, by 
a gradual decline; and even a third part at leaſt within 
our own memories, in purchaſing almoſt every thing re- 
| quired for the neceſſities or conveniencies of lite; as any 
gentleman can atteſt, who hath kept houſe for twenty 

_ years paſt. And this will equally affect poor countries as 


© well as rich For, although I look upon it as an impoſ- 


fibility that this kingdom ſhould ever thrive under its pre- 
ſent diſadvantages, which without a miracle muſt ſtill in- 
creaſe ; yet when the whole caſh of the nation ſha!l fink 
to fifty thouſand pounds, we muſt in all our traffic abroad 
either of import or export go by the general rate, at 
which money is valued in thoſe countries, that enjoy the 


common privileges of human kind. For this reaſon no 


| corporation (if the clergy may preſume to call themſelves 
| one) ſhould by any means grant away their properties in 
| Perpetuity uron any con ſideration whatſoever ; which is 
 arvek that many corporations have ſplit upon to their 
great impaveriſhment, and ſometimes to their utter undo- 
ug; becauſe they are ſuppoſed to ſu bſiſt for ever, and 
\ becauſe no determination of money is of any certain per- 
petual intrinſic value. "This is known enovgh in Eng- 
_ and, where eſtites let for ever, ſome hundred years 


ago, 
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ago, by ſeveral ancient noble families, do not at this pre- 


ſent pay their poſterity a twentieth part of what they are 
now worth at an eaſy rent. 


A tax affecting one part of a nation, which already 
bears its full ſhare in all parliamentary impoſitions, can- 


not poſſibly be juſt, except it be inflicted as a 

upon that body of men, which is taxed, for ſome great 
demerit or danger to the public apprehended from thoſe 
upon whom it is laid: thus the paprſfs and — 
have been doubly taxed for refuſing to give 

rities to the government; which cannot be — 
_ "And dae if this bill ſhould 
paſs, I think it ought to be with a preface, ſhewing 
wherein they have offended, and for what diſaffection or 
other crime they are puniſhed 


If an additional _ upon ale, or a duty upon fleſh 


and Err 
butcher, or baker would bear any more of the charge 
than for what themſelves conſumed, but it would be an 
equal general tax through the whole kingdom: whereas 
by this bill the clergy alone are avowedly condemned to 
de deprived of their ancient, inherent, undiſputed rights, 
in to encourage a manufacture by which all the reſt 
of the kingdom are ſuppoſed to be gainers. 

This bill is directly againſt magna charta, whereof the 
firſt clauſe is for confirming the inviolable rights of holy 


church ; as well as contrary to the oath taken by all our 
kings at their coronation, where they ſwear to detend and | 


protect the church in all rights. 

A tax laid upon employments is a very different thing. 
The poſſeſſors of civil and military employments are no 
corporation: neither are they any part of our conſtituti- 

on; their ſalaries, pay and perquiſites are all changeable 
at the pleaſure of the prince who beſtows them, althcugh 
the army be paid trom funds raiſed and appropriated by 
the legiſlature. But the clergy, as they have little reaſon 
to expect, ſo they deſire no more than their ancient legal 
dues ; only indeed with the removal of many grievous 


impediments i in the collection of them; which it is to be 


feared they mult wait for until more favourable times. It 
is well known that they have already, of their own ac- 
count, ſhewn * indulgence to their people upon this 


ver“ 


- 


— 
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very article of flax, ſeldom taking above a fourth part of 
their tythe for imall parcels, and often times nothing at 


ll from new beginners : waiting with patience until the 


famers were able, and until great quantities of land were 


oyed in that part of huſbandry ; never ſuſpecting that 
— good intentions ſhould be perverted in fo ſingular 


| manner to their detriment by that very aſſembly, which 
during the time that convoca. ions (which are an original 
| part of our conſtitution, ever ſince chriſtianity became 


national among us) are thought fit to be ſuſpended, God 


knows for what reaſon, or from what provocations ; I 


fay from that very aſſembly, who, during the intervals of : 


| convocations, ſhould rather be ſuppoſed to be guardians 


of the rights and properties of the clergy, than to meke 


the leaſt attempt upon either. 


have not heard upon enquiry, that any of thoſe gen- 


| tlemen, who among us without doors are called the court- 


party, diſcover the leaſt zeal in this affair. If they had 
thoughts to interpoſe, it might be conceived they would 


ew their diſpleaſure againft this bill, which mult very 


much leſſen the value of the king's patronage upon pro- 


| moti-n to vacant ſees, in the diſpoſal of deanties, and 
| other conſiderable preferments in the church, which are 


in the donation of the crown; whereby the viceroys will 
have fewer good preferments to beſtow on their depen- 

dents, as well as upon the kindred of members, who may 
have a ſufficient ſtock of that ſort of merit, whatever it 


may be, which may in future times molt prevail. 


The diſſenters, by not ſucceeding in their endeavours 


do procure a repeal of the 7e, have loſt nothing, but 
continue in a full enjoyment of their toleration; while 


the clergy, without giving the leaſt offence, are by this bill 
deprived of a conſiderable branch of their ancient legal 


| rights, whereby the ſchiſmatical party wil! have the plea- 


lure of gratifying their revenge bc Gratii ruluert. 
The farmer will find no reliet by ihis adus, becauſe 


| when his preſent leaſe ſhall expire, his landlord will in- 


fallivly raile the rent in an equal portion upon every part 


of land where flax is fown, and have ſo much a better 


ity for p iy ment at the expence of the clergy. 
I we judge by things pat, it little avails that this vill 
ls to be limited to a certain time of ten, twenty or thirty 


| Yor, II. 0 Peas. 
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years. For no laadlord will ever conſent that a law ſhall 
expire, by which he finds himſelf a gainer ; and of this 
there are many examples as well in England as in this 

om. "1 


I be great end of this bill is by proper encouragement 


to extend the linen manufacture into thoſe countries — 
it hath hitherto been little culrivated : but this e 

ment of /eſening the tythe of flax and hemp is one of ſuch 
a kind as, it is to be feared, will have a directly contrary 
effect. Becauſe, it I am rightly informed, no tet of men 
hath, for their number and fortunes, been more induftri- 


ous and ſucceſsful than che clergy, in introducing that . 
manufacture into places which were unacquainted with 


it, by perſuading their people to ſow fax and hemp, by 
procuring ſeed for thew, and by having them inſtructed 
in the management thereof; and this they did not with- 
out reaſonable hopes of increaſing the value of their pa- 
riſhes after ſome time, as well as of promoting the bene- 
fit of the public. But if this adus ſhould take place, 
the clergy will be fo far from gaining, that they will be- 


come loſers by their extraordinary care, by having ther 


be't arable lands turned to fax and hemp which are rec- 
koned great impovyeriſhers of land: they cannot therefore 
be blamed, it they ſhould thew as much zcal to prevent 
its being introduced or improved in their pariſh s, as they 


hitherto have ſhewed in the introducing and improving it. 


This, I am told, ſome of them have already declared, 
at lealt ſy tar as to refolve not to give themicives any 
more trouble than other men, avout promoting a manu- 
facture, by the ſuzcels of which they only of all men are 
to be luffcrers. Perhaps the giving even a further en. 
couragement than the law doth, as it now ſtands, to a 
ſet of men who might on many accounts be lv uicful to 
_ this purpoſe, would be no bad method of having the 
great end of the bill more effectually anſwered: but this 
is M hat they are far from defuing ; all they petition tur 
13 no more than to continue on the lame tooting with the 
reſt of their fellow-fubjects. a 

If this m9dus of paviag by the acre be to paſs into a 


law, it were to be wiſhed, that the fame law would nat 


only appoint one or more torn furveyots in each pariſh 
ro meaſuie the lands, on heb and hemp ate lown, 
but 
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wer them in the author's own words. 


nual ſurvey. Without ſomething of this kind there muſt 
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alſo ſettle the price of ſurveying, and determine 
54 to pay for each an- 


conſtantly be diſputes between them, and the neighbour- 
ing juſtices of peace mult be teized as often as thoſe diſ- 


tes - 85 
ay ject thus far, when a paper was ſent to me 
with ſeveral reaſons againſt the bill, fome whereof, al- 
though they have been already touched, are put in a bet- 
ter light, and the reit did not occur to me. I ſhall de- 
I. That tythes are the patrimony of the church; and 
if not of divine original, yet at leaſt of great antiquity. 


II. That all purchaſes and leaſes of tytheable lands, 


for many centuries paſt, have been made and taken, ſub- 
ject to the demand of tythes, and thoſe lands fold and 
taken juſt ſo much the cheaper on that account. = 

III. That if any lands are exempted from tythes, or 


the legal demands of ſuch ty thes leſſened by act of parlia- 

| ment, ſo much value is taken from the proprietor of the 
; tythes, and veſted in the proprietor of the lands, or his 
| gat, 
head tenants. 4 

IV. That no innocent unoffending perſon can be ſo de- 
prived of his property without the greateſt violation of 
common juſtice. Sr | | 
V. That to do this upon a pcoſpect of encouraging the 
len or any other manufacture, is acting upon a very miſ- 
ö taken and unjuſt ſuppoſition ; inaſmuch as the price of 
e lands iv cccapied, will be no way leſſened tothe far- 
 merbyſuchalaw. 


VI. That the clergy are content chearfully to bear (as 
they now do) any burden in common with their fellow 
lubjects, either for the ſupport of his majeſty's govern- 
ment. or the encouragement of the trade of the nation, 
but trunk it very hard that they ſhould be ſingled out to 
| Fay heavier taxes than others at a time, when by the de- 
| creaie of the value of their pariſhes they are leis able to 
Z | N 
VII. Thar the legiſlature hath heretofore diſting:iſh- 
ed the clergy by exemptions, and not by additional loads, 
aud the preient clergy of the kingdom kope they have 
| 3 not 


—— 
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— worſe of the legiſlature than their predeceſ- 
VII. That by the original conftitution of theſe king. 
doms, the clergy bad the ſole right of taxing themſelves, 
and were in poſſeſſion of that right as low as the reftora- 
tion ; and if that right be now devolved upon the com- 
mons by the ceſſion of the clergy, the commons can be 


conſidered in this caſe in no other light than as the guar- 


diars of the clergy. N | 
IX. That beſides thoſe tythes always in the poſſeſſion 

of the clergy, there are ſome portions of tythes lat 
eme into their poſſeſiion by purchaſe ; that if this 3 
ſhould take place, they would not be allowed the bene- 
fit of theſe purchaſes upon an equal fuot of advantage 
with the reſt of their fellow-ſubjefts. And that ſome 
tythes in the hands of improprietors are under ſetile ments 
and mortgages. | | 

X. That the gentlemen of this houſe ſhould conſider, 
that loading the clergy is loading the ir own younger bro- 
thers and children, with this additional grievance, that 
it is taking from the younger and poorer to give tothe el- 
der and richer; and, „ . 

Laſtly, That if it were at any time juſt and proper to 


do this, it would however be too ſevere to do it nor, 


when all the tythes of the kingdom are known for tome. 
years pait to have funk above one tlurd part in their va- 
lue. | 5 
Any income in the hands of the clergy is at leaſt as 
uſeful to the pub.ic as the fame income in the hands of 

tac laity. 5 5 
It were more reaſonable to grant the clergy in three 
parts of the nation an additional ſupport, than to diminiſh 
their preſent ſubſiſtence. Is 

Great employments are and will be in the hands of 
Englimmen; nothing left for the younger ſons of Iriſh- 
men but vicarages, tude-u aiters laces, etc. therefore no 
reaſon to make them worſe. 

The Jus upon the flax in England affects only lands 
reclaimed fince the year 1690, and is at the rate of five 
ſhillings the Engliſh acre, which is equivalent to ei, ht 
ſhillings and eight-pence Iriſh, and that to be paid beſore 
the farmer remcvcd it from the field. Flax is a manu- 

. | | faclure 


[ ſacture of li.tle confequence in England, but is the ſtaple 


1 


|  Enployments, they ſay, have been taxed ; the reaſons 
| for which taxation will not hold with regard to property 
at leaſt = employments become inheritances. The com- 
mon; always have had ſo tender a regard to property, 
| that they would never ſuffer any law to paſs, whereby 
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in Ireland, and if it increaſes (as it probably will) muſt 
in many places joſtle out corn, becauſe it is more gainſul. 

The clergy of the eftabliſhed church have no intereſt 
like thoſe of the church of Rome, diſtin from the true 
intereſt of their country, and therefore ought io ſuffer un- 
der no diſtinct impoſitions or taxes of any kind. 

The bill for ſettling the modus of fax in England, was 
brought in the firſt year of the reign of king George I. 
when the clergy lay very unjuſtly under the imputation of 
ſome diſaffection; and to encourage the bringing in of 
ſome fens in Lincolnſhire which were not to be continued 


| under fax; but it left all lands where fax had been ſown 


before that time under the ſame condition of tything, in 
which they were before the paſling of that bill : whereas 
this bill takes away what the clergy are actually poſſeſſed 
That the woollen manufacture is the ſtaple of England, 
as the linen is that of I cland, yet no attempt was ever 
made in England to reduce the tythe of wool for the en- 


| þ couragement of that manufacture. This manufacture hath 
1 already been remarkably favoured by the clergy, who 


have hitherto been generally content with leſs than half 
ſome with ſix-pence a garden, and ſome have taken na- 


any particular perſons might be aggrieved without their 
conſent. 


N. B. Some alterations have been made in the bill about 


the madus, fince the above paper was written ; but 


they are of little moment. 


- + . n — — * 
— — — — Q- — — 2 


1 318 ] 


A modeft propoſal for preventing the Chil- 
dren of poor People in Ireland from being 
a burden to their parents or country, and 
for making them beneficial to the pub- | i 


TT is a melancholy object to thoſe, who walk through 
1 this great town, or travel in the country, when 
ſee the freets, the roads, and cabbin dora crowded with 
beggars of the female ſex, followed by three, four, or 
fix children, all in rags, and importuning every paſſen- 
ger for an alms. Theſe mothers, inftead of being able | 
to work for their honeſt livelihood, are forced to employ | 
all their time in ſtroling, to beg ſubliſtence for their help- 
 teſs infants, who, as they grow up, either turn thieves 
| for want of work, or leave their dear native country to 
fight for the pretender in Spain, or ſell themſelves to Bar- 
badoes 3 85 


I think it is agreed by all parties, that this prodigious 
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the heels of their muthers, and frequently of their fa- 


a de nation. _ 

Bat mv con is very far from being confined to 
provide only for the children of profeſſed beggars : it is 
of a much greater extent, and ſhall take in the whole 


number of infants at a certain age, who are born of pa- 


rents in effect as little able to ſupport them, as thoſe who 
demand our charity in the ſtreets. = 
As to my own part, having turned my thoughts for 
many years upon this important ſubject, and maturely 
weighed the ſeveral /chemes of aur projectors, I have al- 
ways tound them grefly millaken in tneir computation. 


-hil- 
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ſt is true, a child ju/? dropt from its dam may be ſup- 
ported by her milk for a folar year, with little other 
nouriſhment : at moſt not above the value of two ſhillings, 


which the mother may certainly get, or the value in 
ſeraps, by her lawful occupation of begging ; and it is 
exactly at one year old that I propoſe to provide for them 
in ſuch a manner, as inſtead of being a charge upon their 
| parents, or the pariſh, or wanting food and raimcnt for the 
| reſt of their lives, they ſhail, on the contrary, contribute 


| to the fecding, and partly to the cioathing of many 


| thouſands. 


There is likewiſe another great advantage in mv 
ſcheme, that it will prevent thoſe o9/antary abortions, and 


that horrid practice of m7: murdering their baſtard 
; children, alas! too frequent among us, ſacrificing the 


| for inmacent babes, | doubt more to avoid the expence 


| than the ſhame, which would move tears and pity in the 


moſt ſavage and inhuman breaſt. 
The number of ſouls in this kingdom being uſually 


_ | ecteredcce milicn ond « half of theſe I colrntnrethae 


ue breeders ; from which number I ſubtra thirty thou- 
und couple who are able to maintain their own children, 
(although T apprehend there cannot be ſo many under th 


there will remain an hundred and ſeventy thouſand bleed - 


} ers. I again ſubtract fifty thouſand for thoſe women, 


| who miicarrY, or who's children die by accident or dii- 
eaſe within the year. There only remain an hundred 
| md twenty thouſand children of pour parents annually 


| born. Tae queſtion therefore is, How this number ſhall 
| be reared and provided for? which, as I have already 
aid, under the preſent fituarion of affairs, is utterly im- 


| pofible by all the methods hicherto propoſed. For we 


| ty fealing, till they arrive at fix years old, cxcept where 
ey are of towardlv parts; although I confeſs they learn 
be rudiments much earlier; during which time they can 
| howeverbe properly looked upon only as prodationers ; 
u have been informed by a principal gentleman in the 
| | | county 


may be about two hundred thouſand couple, whoſe wives 


| can neither employ them in handicraft or agriculture ; we 
neither build houſes, (1 mean in the country) nor cul- 
kurse land: they can very ſeldom pick up a livelihood 


n — * 
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county of Cavan who proteſted to me, that he never 
knew above one or two inſtances under the age of fix, 
even in = pertof the kingdom — the quickey 
proficiency in that art. 


before twelve years old is no ſaleable commodity ; and 
even when they come to thisage they will not yield above 
three pounds, or three pounds and half a crown at moſt, 
on the exchange ; which cannot turn to account either 


to the parents or kingdom, the charge of nutriment and 


rags having been at leaſt four times that value. 


I ſhall now therefore hambly propoſe my own thoughts, 


_ which I hope will not be liable to the leaſt objection. 

I have been affured by a very knowing American of 
my acquaintance in London, that a young healthy child 
well nurſed, is at a year old moſt delicious nouriſhing 


and wholeſome food, whether fected, reaſted, baked, 
or bailed; and I make no doubt that it will equally ſerre 


in a fricaſſe, or a ragenſt. | 
I do therefore humbly offer it to public confederation, 
that of he hundred and twenty thouſand children already 


_ computed, twenty thouſand may be reſerved for breed, 
to 


whereof only one-fourth part males; which is more 
than we allow to foeep, black cattle, ar fwine; and my 
reaſon is, that theſe children are ſeldom the fruits of mar- 
riage, & circum/lance not much regarded by our ſavages, 
therefore, ane male wiil be ſufficient to ſerve four femalcs. 


That the remaining hundred thouſand mas, at a year 


old, be offered in ſale to the perſons of guality and fur- 
tune through the kingdom; always adviſing tie mother 
to let them ſuck plentifully in the laſt monch, fo as to 
render them plump, and fat for a good table. A child 
will make two diſhes at an entertainment for friends; 
and when the family dines alone, the fore or hind quar- 
ter will make a reaſonable diſh, and ſeaſoned with a little 


pepper or ſalt, will be very good boiled on the fourth 


day, eſpecially in inter. 


I have reckoned upon a medium, that a child jut 


born will weigh 12 pounds, and in a ſalar year, if tolera- 
bly nurſed, will increafe to 28 pounds. 
grant this food will be ſoinewhat dear, and therefore 


am aſſured by our merchants, that a boy or a girl 


Ain 


very proper for landurdi, who, as they have already de- 


\ phyſician, that ib being 4a protific dyet, there are more 


| | number of past among us. 
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voured moſt of the parents, ſeem to have the beſt title to 


CT > will he ſeaſon throughout the 
den year, 
but more plentiful in March, and a little before and after ; 
for we are told by a grave author, f an eminent French 


children born in Roman catholic countries about nine 
wonths after Lent, than at any other ſeaſon ; therefore 
reckoning a year after Lent, the markets will be more 
glutted than uſual, becauſe the nnmber of popi/þ infants 
is at leaſt three to one in this kingdom; and therefore it 
| will have one other collateral advantage by leſſening the 


l have already computed the charge of nurſing a beg- 
gars child (in which lift I reckon all cattagers, /abourers,. 
and four-fitths of the farmers) to be about two ſhillings 
ter annum, rags includ:4 ; and I believe no gentleman 
would repine to give ten ſhillings for the carcaſe of 4 
good fat chill, which as I have ſaid, will make four duhes 
of excellent nutritive meat, when he hath only fome 
particular friend or his own family to dine with him. 
Thus the ſquire will learn to be a good landlord, and 
grow popular among his tenants, the mother will have 
eight ſhillings neat profit, and be fit for work, till ſhe 
produces another child. 5 TEN 
| Thoſe, who are more thrifty (as I muſt confeſs the 
times require) may flay the carcaſe ; the ſkin cf wich, 
artificially dreſſed, will make admirable gloves for ladies, 
ud ſummer boots for fine gentlemen. $2 
As to our city of Dublin, ſhambles may be appointed 
| for this purpoſe in the moſt convenient parts of it, and 
| | butchers we may be aſſured will not be wanting; al:hough 
| Irather recommend buying the children alive and dreſ- 
| fing them hot from the knife, as we do roafing pigs... 
; A.very worthy perſon, à trus lover of his country, and 
| whole virtues I highly efteem, was lately pleaſed, in diſ- 
courſing on this matter, to offer a refinement upon iny 
| ſcheme. He ſaid, that many gentlemen of this kingdom, 
having of late deltroyed their deer, he conceived that the 
 waat of veniſon might be well ſupplied by the bodies of 
2 = Os young 


+ Rabelais. 
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young lads and maidens, not exceeding fourteen years of 
age, nor under twelve; ſo great a number of both ſexe; 

in every county being now ready to ſtarve for want o 
work and ſervice; and theſe to be diſpoſed of by their 
r alive, or otherwiſe by their neareſt relations. 

t, with due deference to ſo excellent a friend, and ſo 
deſerving a patriot, I cannot be altogether in his ſenti- 
ts; for, as to the males, my American acquaintance 
aſſured me, from frequent experience, that their fleſh was 
generally tough and lean, like that of our ſchool - boys, 
by continual exerciſe, and their taſte diſagreeable, and 
to fatten them would not anſwer the charge. Ihen, as 
ts the females, it would, I think, with humble ſubmiſſion, 


be a hs to the public, becauſe they ſoon would become 
breeders themtelves : and beſides, it is not improbable, 


that ſome ſcrupulous people mi ht be apt to cenſure ſuch 
2 practice, (although indeed very unjuſtly) as a little bor- 


dering upon cruelty ; which, I confeſs, hath always been 


with me the ſirzngeſt objeftion againſt any project, how 
well ſoever Sree”... | * hs 

But in order to juſtify my friend, he confeſſed, that 
this expedient was put into his head by the famous Sal- 
manaazor, a native of the iſland of Formoſa, who came 
from thence to London above twenty years ago, and, in 
_ converſation, told my friend, that in his country, when 
any young perſon happened to be put to death, the ex- 


ecutioner fold the carcaſe to perſons of quality as a prime 


dainty; and that in his time the body of a plump girl of 
fifteen, who was crucified for an attempt to poiſon the 
Emperor, was fold to his imperial Mzjefty's Prime Mi- 
niſter of State, and other great mandarin of the court, 
in joints from the gibbet, at four hundred crowns. Nei- 
ther indeed can | deny, that if the ſame uſe were made 
of ſeveral plump young girls in this town, who, without 
one fingle groat to their fortunes cannot itir abroad with- 
out a Chair, and appear at a play houſe and afemblies in 
foreign fineries which they never will pay for, the king- 
dom would not be the worſe. 

Some perſons of a deiponding ſpirit are in great con- 


cern about that vaſt number of poor people, whoare aged, 


diſealed, or maimed; and I have been deüred to employ 
e | my 
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famine, and filth and vermin, as faſt as can be reaſonably 
now 
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my thoughts, what courſe may be taken to cafe the na- 


tom of ſo grievous an incumbrance. But I amnot in the 
— upon that matter, becauſe it is very well known, 
that 


And as to the young labourers, they are now 

in almoſt as hopeful a condition : they cannot get 
work, and conſequently pine away for want of nouriſh- 
ment, to a degree, that if at any time they are-acciden- 


by the — 


| 1 eee many, as well az of 
| the higheſt importance. 


For, firft, as I have already obſerved, i: would greatly 
leſſen the number of papiſts, with whom we are yearly 
over-run, being the pr:ncipal breeders of the nation, as 
well as our moſt dangerous enemies, and who ſtay at home 
on purpoſe te deliver the kingdom to the Pretender, hoping 
to take their advantage by the abſence of ſo many good 


1 proteſtante, who have A rather to leave their coun. 
try, than ſtay at home and pay tithes againſt their con- 
| ſcience to an epiſcopal curate. 


Sccondly, The poorer tenants will have ſomething va- 
lnable ot their own, which by law may be made liable 
to a diitreſs, and help to pay their landlord's rent; their 
corn and cattle being already ſeized, and money a thing 
untrotun. 

Thiraly, Whereas the maintenance of an hundred thou 
ſand children, from two years old and upwards, cannot 
de computed at leſs than ten ſhillings a piece fer annum, 
the nation's ſtock will be thereby enereaſed fifty thouſand 
pounds per annum, beſides the profit of a new diſh :ntro- 
duced to the tables of all gextlemen of fortune in the 
kingdom, who have any refinement in talte, And the 
money will circulate among ovriclves, the goods being 
entirely of our own growth and manufacture. 

Feurthy, The conftant breeders, beſides the gain of 
eight ſhillings ering per annum by the falc cf their chil- 
dren, 
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dren, will be rid of ihe charge of maintaining them after 
the firſt year. M | ee 
Fifthly, I bis food would likewiſ: bring great caffem 
5 taverns ; otras oem 8 be ſo pru- 
ent as to procure receipts for dreſſing it to per- 
fection, and conſequen ily have their houſes — 
by all the fine gentlimen, who juſtly value themſelves 
on their knowledge in good eating; and a ſkilful 
who underſtands how to oblige his gueſts, 
make it as expenſive as they pleaſe. HP 154 
 Sixthly, This would bea great inducement to matri- 
age, which all wiſe nations have either encouraged by re. 
wards, or enforced by laws and penalties. It would en- 
_ creaſe the care and tenderneſs of mothers towards their 
children, when they were ſure of a ſettlement for life to 
the poor babes, provided in ſome fort by the public, to 
their annual profit inſtead of expence. We ſhould ſoon 
ſiee amhoneſt emulation among the married women, which 
F them could bring the fatieſi child to the market. Men 
would become as fond of their wives during the time cf 


their pregnancy, as they are now of their mares in foal, 


their cms in calf, or ſotus when they are ready to farrow ; 


nor offer to beat or kick them (as it is too frequent a prac- | 


tice) for fear of a miſcarriage. 1 
Many other advantages might be enumerated. For 
inſtance the addition of ſome thouſand carcaſes in our 
exportation of barreled beef: the propagation of froines 
fuß, and improvement in the art of making good bacon, 
ſo much wanted among us by the greatdeltruction of pigs, 
too frequent at our tables; which are no way comparable 
in taſte or magnĩ ſicence to a well-grown, fat, yearly child, 


which roaſted whole will make a confiderable figure at a 
| Lord mayor's feaſt, or any other public entertainment. 


But this, and many others, I omit, being ſtudicus of bre- 
V.ty. | ha 


be conſtant cuſtomers for infants fleſh, beſides others who 
might have it at merry meetings, particularly at weddings 
and cbriftenings, J compute, that Dublin would take off 
annua/ly about twenty thouſand carcaſes ; and the reſt 
of the kingd>m (where probably they will be fold ſome- 
u hat cheaper) the remaining eighty thouſand, R 

. can 


will contrive to 


IS SAH. 


Suppoſing chat one thouſand families in the city would 


22 obſerve, that I calculate my remedy for 


Therefore let no man talk to me of other 


| degree of mercy towards their tenants : laſtly, of putting a 


| be brought to make one fair propoſal of juſt dealing, — 
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Tean think of no one , that will poſſibly be 
, unleſs it ſhould be urged, 
People will be thereby much leſſened 


deſign in offering it tothe world. I defire 


this one individual kingdom of InELAanD, od ir ale 
that ever was, is, or, I think, ever can be upon earth. 


expedients : of. 
taxing our abjentees at five ſhillings a pound : of uſing neither 
— pre pun wg r what TE — own 
grotoi Manufacrure : t erials 
and inſtruments, that promote foreign "ny of curing the 


 expenſiveneſs of pride, vanity, idlengſi, and gaming in our 


women : of introducing a vein of parfemony, prudence, and 
temperance : of learning to love aur , in the want 
of which we differ even from LarLAnDE ks, and the inha- 
bitants of TorI NAM BOO: of quitting our animoſities and 


factions, nor acting any longer like the Jews, who were mur- 


dering one another at the very moment their city was taken: 
of being a little cautious not to ſell our country and conſcien- 
ces for nothing : of teaching landlords to have at leaſt one 


ſpirit of boneſiy, induſtry, and ſkill into our ſhap-keepers, 
who, if a rejolution could now be taken to buy only our native 
goods, would immediately unite to cheat and exact upon us in 
the price, the meaſure, and the goodneſs, nor could ever yet 


often and earneſily invited to it. 

Therefore | repeat, let no man talk to me of theſe and 
the like expedients, till he hath at leaſt ſome glimpſe 
of hope, that there will ever be ſome neany and fincere 
attempt to put them in practice. 


But, as to my ſelf, having been wearied out for many 


| __w with offering vaia, _ 3 though, and at 
| length 


® Theſe 8 had been — before, foe of chem 

by the Dean, and to urge the practice of them 23 ſpewing the 

- 4 alternative, ken to have been the 3 his paper. 
11 


l deſire thoſe 
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. 1 forrunaey fell up. 
; which, as it is wholly now, D& ho, 
Ce Et cad real, of no expence and little trou- 
ble, — Bn 3 
no danger in voran. For this kind of 
2 — — 
ſalt, a/thaugh perhaps, name 4 ceuntry, wbich would 
| be glad to eat up our whole nation without it. 

Alter all, I am not ſo violently bent upon my own o- 
pw 25 to reject any offer propoſed by wiſe men, which 

be found equally innocent, cheap, eaſy, and effectu- 

al. But before ſomething of that kind ſhall be advanc- 
ed in contradiction to my ſcheme, and offering a better, 
: 1 oanarcr caches wil be pleaſed —＋ 
eonſi ler two points. Firſt, As things now ſtand, how they 
will be able to find food and raiment for a hundred thou- 
ſand uſeleſs mouths and backs. And ſecondly, There be- 
ing a round million of creatures in human figure through- 
out this kingdom, whoſe whole ſubſiſtence, put into a 
common ſtock, would leave them in debt two millions of 
pounds fferling, adding thoſe, who are beggars by profeſ- 
— to the bulk of farmers, cottagers, and labourers, 
: wich their wices md ciidren, whe are beggars in effect; 
politicians who diſlike my overture, and 
may perbaps be ſo bold to attempt an anſwer, that they 
will firſt aſk the parents of theſe mortals, whether they 
would not at this day think it a great happineſs to have 
been ſold for food at a year old, in the manner I pre- 
ſcribe, and thereby — avoided ſuch a perpetual ſcene 
of misfortunes, as they have ſince gone through, by the 
oppreſſion of landlords, the impoſſibility of paying Ss with- 
out money or trade, the want of common ſuſtenance, with 
neither houſe nor choaths to cover them from the incle- 
mencies of the weather, and the moſt inevitable p roſpect 
of entailing the like, or greater miſeries, upon their breed 
for ever. 

I profeſs in the ſincerity of my heart, that I have not 
the leaſt perſonal n — this 
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To the Honourable houſe of Commons, Gr. 


The humble Prrrriou of the Fooruts in 


and about the city of Dublin. 
Wricten in the year 1732. 


Humbly feweth, 


HAT your petitioners are a great and numerous 


4 7 endowed with ſeveral privileges time out 
mi 5 


That certain Land, idle, and diſorderly perſons for ſe- 


| 


veral months paſt, as it is notoriouſly known, have been 
daily ſeen in the public walks of this city, habited ſome- 
times in green coats, and ſometimes /aced, with long aalen 
cudgels in their hands, and without ſwords ; in hopes to 
procure favour, by that advantage, with a great number 


ing themſelves out to be true genuine Iriſh fortmer ; 


whereas they can be proved to be no better than com- 


mon foupees, as a judicious eye may ſoon diicover, by 
their auktmward, clumſey, nngenteel gait and behaviour ; by 


their unſkilfulneſs in drets even with the advantage of 


our habits; by their ill- favoured countenances, with an 
air of impudence and daineſs peculiar to the reſt of their 


| brethren, who have nat yet arrived at that tranſcencent 


pitch of aſſurance ; although it may be juttly apprehend- 
ed, that they will do fo in time, it thoſe connterfets ſhall 


happen to tucceed in their evil deſign of paſling for real 
| footmen, thereby to render themſelves more amiable to 


the ladies. | 


Your /etitioners do farther alledge, that many of the 


faid counterfeits, upon a ſtrict examination, have been 
found in the act of frurting, flaring, ſwearing, /wag- 
gering, ina manner that plairly thewed their beit endea- 

vours to imitate us. Wherein, although they did not 


ol ladies who frequent thoſe walks; pretending and giv- 
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nity 
leave 
ditioa 
lic in 
as We 
ä 
neceſ 


und) 
| Ee. 


2 K 


, quelt, that this honourable buuſe (to many of whom your 


| mirting, whether ir would not be 


and in the following words: A. B. commenty 
| /onate a true Iriſb footman. 


| ways did, in the worſt of times. And we farther beg 
| leave to remark, that this was manifeſtly done with a /e- 
| citious deſign, to render us leſs 
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ſucceed, by their ignorant and ungainly way of co- 
pying nd pts th the utmoſt indignity was endeavoured 
to be caſt upon our whole profeſhon. | 


Your petitioners do therefore make it their humble re- 


petitioners are nearly allied) will pleaſe to take this griev- 
ance into your moit ſerious confideration : humbly ſub- 

itring , that certain 
officers might at the public charge be employed to ſearch 
tor, and diſcover all ſuch counterfeit footmen ; to carry | 
them before the next jaſfice of peace, by whoſe warrant, 
upon the firſt convittion, they ſhould be firipped of their 
mats and oaken ornaments, and be ſet two hours in the 
ſtocks; upon the ſecond conviction, beſides ſtripping, to be 
ſer fix hours in the ftocks, with a paper pinned on their 
breafts, ſignifying their crime, in large capital letters, 
called A. B. 
Eſq; a toupee, and a noterions impoſter, who preſumed to per- 


And for any other offence, the ſaid fenpee ſhall be com- 
mitted to Bride well, whipped three times, forced to hard 
labour for a month, and not to be ſet at — 


al have given ſufficient ſecurity for his good 


we propoſe to treat theſe enormous offenders, who have 


| already brought ſuch a ſcandal on our honourable calling, 


that ſeveral well-meaning people have miſtaken them to 


be ol our fraternity, in diminution to that credit and dig- 


nity whereby we have ſupported our ftation, as we al- 


capable of ſerving the pu - 
lic in any great employments, as ſeveral of our fraternity, 


| is well as our axce/fors, have done. 


We do therefore humbly implore your hoxours to give 
neceſſary orders for our relief in this preſent exigency, 


| any your patios (as in duty bound) ſhall ever pray, 
| 17 5 | b *: 
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A Proos a1. for giving badges to the Bro- 
Sans in all the pariſhes of Dublin. 


By the Dean of St. Patrick's. 


Written in the year 1737. 


Tf hath been a general complaint, that the poor-houſe 
1 (eſpecially fince the new conſtitution by act oi parlia- 
ment) hach been ct no benefit to this city, for the eaſe of 
which it was wholly intended. I had the honour to be 
a member of it many years before it was new modelled 
by the legiſlature; not frem any perſonal regard, but 
merely as one of the two deans, who are of courſe put 
into moſt commiſſions that relate to the city ; and I have 
likewiſe the honour to have been left out of ſeveral com- 
miſſiuns upon the ſcore of party, in which my | 
fors time out of mind have always been n.embers. 
en Commiſion was made up of about fifty per» 
 fons, which were, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and She- 
riffs, and ſome few other citizens; the Judges, the two 
Archbiſhops, the two Deans of the city, and one or two 
more gentiemen. And I muſt confeſs my opinion, that 
the diſſolving the old commiſſion, and eſtabliſhing a new 
one of near three times the number, have been the great 
cauſe of rendering ſo good a deſign not only uſeleſs, but 
a grievance inſtead of a benefit to the city. In __ 
ſent commiſſion all the city clergy are included, beſides 
2 great number of Squires not only thoſe who reſide in 
Dublin and the neighbourhood, but ſeveral who live at 
« great diſtance, and cannot poſſibly have the leaſt con- 
cern for the advantage of the city. 
At the few general meetings that [ have attended ſince 
the new eſtabliſhment, I obſerved very little was done 
except one or two acts of extreme juſlice, which I then 
thought might as well have been ſpared : and | have 
found the court of aſſitants uſually taken up in liule 
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| wrangles about coachmen, or adjuſting accounts of meal 


and ſmall beer; which, however neceſſary, might ſome- 
times have given place to matters of much greater mo- 


| ment, I mean ſome ſchemes recommended to the general 


board for anſwering the chief ends in erecting and eſta- 
bliſhing ſuch a poor-houſe, and endowing it with ſo con- 
fiderable a revenue: and the principal end I take to have 
been that of maintaining the poor and orphans of the ei- 
ty, where the pariſhes are not able to do it; and clear- 
ing the ſtreets from all ſtrollers, foreigners, and ſturdy 
beggars, with which, to the ufliverſal complaint and ad- 
miration, Dublin is more infeſted fince the eſtabliſhment 
of the poor-honſe, than it was ever known to be fince 


As the who.e fund for ſupporting this hoſpital is raiſ- 
ed only from the indodidants bf hd dy ; ſo there can be 
hardly any thing more abſurd than to ſee it miſemploy- 
ed in maintaining foreign beggars, ard baſta ds, or or- 

of farmers, whoſe country landlords never contri- 
ated one ſhilling towards their ſupport. I would en- 


| ins firſt erection. X 


gage, that half this revenue, if employed with common 


care, and no very great degree of common honeſty, would 


| maintain all the real objects of charity in this city, ex- 
cept a ſmall dew an. ro 8 0 . A 


-<—<4 AMABLUGCE UL origin 245 GvSsy Watzaty 
who might, without being bur — to the pariſhi- 
oners, find a tolerable ſupport. 
I bare for ſome years paſt applied myſelf to ſeveral 
Lord-Mayors, and the late Archoiſhop of Dublin, for a 
remedy to this evil of foreign beggars ; and they all ap- 
peared ready to receive a very plain propoſal, I mean 
that of badging the original poor of every pariſh, who 
begged in the ſtreets; that the faid ſhould be 
confined to their own pariſhes ; that they ſhould wear 
their badges well ſown upon one of their ſhoulders, al- 
ways vilible, on pain of being whipped and turned out of 
town ; or whatever legal puniſhment may be thought 
and effectual. But, by the wrong way of thinking 
in ſome clergymen, and the indifference of others, this 
method was perpetually defeated, to their own continual = 
diſquier, which they do not ill deſerve; and if the griev- 


| ance affected only them, it would be of leſs conſequence; 
becauſe the remedy is in theic own power: but, 


all treet- 
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walkers and ſhop-keepers bear an equal ſhare in its hour- 
ly vexation. | 

I never heard more than one objection againſt this ex- 
pedient of badging the poor, and confining their walks 
to their ſeveral pariſhes. The objection was this: what 


ſhall we do with the foreign beggars ? mult they be left ? 
to ſtarve ? I anſwered, No; but they muſt be driven or 


whipped out of town; and let the next country pariſh 


do as they pleaſe, or rather, after the practice in Eng- | 


land, ſend them from one pariſh to another, until they 
reach their own homes. By the old laws of England ſtill 
in force, every pariſh is bound to maintain its own poor; 
and the matter is of no ſuch cunſequence in this point 
as fome would make it, whether a country pariſh be rich 
or poor. In the remoter and poorer pariſhes of the king- 
dom, all neceſſaries for liie, proper fer poor people, are 
comparatively cheaper; I mean butter-milk, oat-meal, 
potatoes, « ' 
2 who is not himſelf a beggar, can ſometimes ſpare 
a ſup or a morſel, not worth the fourth part of a farching, 

- to an indiffjent neighbour of his own pariſh, who is dif- 
_ abled from work. A beggar native of the parifluighlnmwwn 


prieit, or tne Tohventicle teacher, as well as to every far- 
contribute ſomething to his maintenance. None of which 
advantages can be reaſonably expected on a removal to 
places where he is altogether unknown. If he be not 
_ quite maimed, he and his trull, and litter of brats (if he 
| has any) may get half their ſupport by doing ſome kind 
of work in their power, and thereby be leſs burtherſome 
to the people. In ſhort, all neceſſaries of life grow in the 
country, and not in cities, and are cheaper where they 
grow; nor is it equitable that beggars ſhould put us to 
the charge of giving them victuals, and tha carriage toe. 


But, when the ſpirit of wandering takes him, attended 


by his females and their equipage of children, he becomes 
a nuiſance to the whole country : he and his femaleare 
thieves, and teach the trade of ſtealing to their brood at 
four years old; and if his infirmities be ccunterteit, it 
is dangerous for a ſingle perſon unarmed to meet him on 


the road. He wanders om one country to another, bur 


other vegetables; and every farmer or cot- 


parileaoknwwn 
to the Squire, to the church miniſter, to the popim 


erally ſome relations able to live, and 


RE 
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| out , and with very little trouble. 
| as am perſonally acquainted with a 


| in one or two pariſhes to promote the w 
kes; and my firft queſtion to thoſe who aſk an alms is, 
1 Where is your badge? I have, in ſeveral years, met with 
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" Kill with a view to this town, whither he arrives at laſt, 
and enjoys all the privileges of a Dublin beggar. 


1 do not wonder, that the country ſquires ſhould be 
very willing to ſend up their colonies ; but why the city 


{ ſhould be content to receive them, is beyond my imagi- 


nation. | | 
If the city were obliged by their charter to maintain a 
- thouſand beggars, they could do it cheaper by eighty per 
cent. a hundred miles off, than in this town, or in any of 

its ſuburbs. 
There is no village in Connaught, that in proportion 
ſhares ſo deeply in the daily increaſing milcries of Ire- 
land, as its capital city; to which miteries there hardly 
ined any addition, except the perpetual ſwarms of 
foreign beggars, who might be baniſhed in a month with- 


great number of 
| ftreet-beggars, | find ſome weak attempts have been made 
caring of bad- 


about a dozen who were ready to produce them, ſome 
out of their pockets, others from under their coat, and 
two or three on their ſhoulders, only covered with a ſort 
of capes which they could lift up, or let down upon oc- 
1 caffom. They are too lazy to work; they are not afraid 
| tolieal, nor athamed to beg, and yet are too proud to be 
| ſeen with a badge, as many of them have confeſſed to 
nme, and not a few in very injurious terms, particularly 
| the females, They all look upon fuch an obligation as 
z high indignity done to their office. I appeal to all in- 
different people, whether ſuch wretches deſerve to be re- 
| leved. As io myſelf, I mutt confels, this abſurd inſo- 
: lnce hath ſo affected me, that for ſeveral years paſt I have 
dot diſpoſed of one fingle farthing to a ſtreet beggar, nor 
| Intend to do fo until I ice a better regulation; and I have 
| endeavoured to perſuade all my brother-walkers to fol- 
| by my example, which moſt of them aſſure me they 
do. For, if beggary be nat able to beat out pride, it can- 
dot deſerve charity. However, as to perſons in coaches 
aud chairs, they bear but little of che perſecution we ſuf - 
| fer, and are willing to leave it entirely upon us. * 
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reduced to beggary, even in this beggarly country. For, 
2s a great part of our public miſeries is trac wr af 
to our own faults (but what thoſe faults are, | am grown 
dy experience too wary to mention) fo J am confident, 
that among the meaner people, nineteen in twenty of 
thoſe who are reduced to a ſtarving condition, did not be- 
come fo by what the lawyers call the work of God either 
upon their bodies or goods; but merely from their own 
_ idlenels, attended with all manner of vices, particularly 
_ drunkenneſs, thievery, and cheating. 5 
Whoever enquires, as I have frequently done, from 


| thoſe who have aſked me an alms, what was their former 


courſe of life, will find them to have been ſervants in 
good families, broken tradeſmen, labourers, cottagers, 


and what th:y call decayed houſekeepers ; but (to uſe 
their own cant) reduced by loſſes and croſſes, by which 


nothing can be underſtood but idlenefs and vice. 
As this is the only chriſtian country where people, con- 
_ trary to the old maxim, are the poverty, and not the 
riches of the nation; ſo the bleſſing of increaſe and mul- 
= by us converted into a curſe: and, as lagt 
hath been ever countenanced in all free countries, ſo we 


| ould be leſs miſerable if it were diſcouraged in ours, as | 


far as can be conſiſtent with chriſtianity. It is ſeldom 
known in England, that the labourer, the lo er mechanic, 
the ſervant, or the cottager, thinks of marrying, until he 
hath ſaved up a ſtock of money ſufficient to carry on his 
buſineſs ; nor takes a wife without a ſuitable purtion ; 
and as ſeldom fails of making a yearly addition to that 


ſtock, with a view of providing for his children. But in 


this kingdom the caſe is directly contrary, where many 
thouſand couples are yearly married, whoſe whole united 
- fortunes, bating the rags on their backs, would not be 
_ ſufficient to purchaſe a pint of butter- milk for their wed- 
ding-ſupper, nor have any proſpect of ſupporting their 
kenvarable ftate but by ſervice or labour, or thievery. Nay, 
their Sapprne/s is often deferred until they find credit to 
borrow, or cunning to ſteal, a ſhilling to pay their popiſh 


prieſt, or infamous couple-beggar. Surely no miraculous 


Portion 


— there is net © mare nndefervieg wi 
cious race of human-kind than the bulk of thoſe whoare 


| reaſon to make ſome 
| reaſon offered by the inhabitants of Ireland for marrying 
| is, that they may have children to maintain them when 


\ extremely obliged to England for one very beneficial 


| 


i 


| juitices of the peace and 
| coaſts of England have a good while followed the trade 
! of exporting hither their ſupernumerary beggars, in or- 
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portion of wiſdom would be to find ſome kind 
— — or at leaſt, not to 


— fi upon ur decor wt. a0 
courſe in a few years 


In all other nations, that are not abſolutely barbarous, 
think themſelves bound by the law of natureand 
proviſion for their children ; but the 


they grow old, and unable to work. 
| am informed, that we have been for ſome time paſt 


branch of commerce ; for, it ſeems, they are grown ſo 


_ | gracious as to tranſmit us continually colonies of beggars, 
| in return for a million of money they receive yearly from 
] hence. 


| real Engliſh beggars in the literal meaning of the word, 


That I may give no offence, I profeſs to mean 


3 it is uſually underſtood by proteſtants. It ſeems the 
pariſh-officers in the weſtern 


| Ger to advance the E2:!ifh proteitant intereſt among us; 
md theſe they are lo kind to ſend over gratis, and duty- 


| free. I have had the honour more than once to attend 


large cargoes of them from Cheſter to Dublin : and I was 
| then fo ignorant as to give my opinion, that our city 
mould receive r into Bridewel, and, after a month's 

_ reſidence, having been well whipt twice a day, fed with 
dran and water, and put to hard labour, they ſhould be 
returned honeſtly back wich thanks, as cheap as they 
cane: or, if that were not approved of, I propoſed, that 
whereas one Englifhman 1s allowed to be of equal intrin- 


fic value with twelve horn in Ireland, we ſhould in jullice 
return them a dozen for one to diſpaſe of as they pleaſed. 


As to the native poor of this city, there would be lit- 


ie or no dam ge in c2nfining chem to their ſeveral pariſh. 
8. For inſtan ce: 


a beggar of the par! 'h f Sr. Wer- 


dorgh's, or any other par:th here, if 1 an object of 
ompattion, hath an equal chance to rec: proporti- 
en of alms trom every chari:ablz2 hang e the in- 


Aabitants, 
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habitants, one or other, walk through every ſtreet in 
town, and give their alms, without confidering the place, 
wherever they think it may be well diſpoſed of: and 
theſe helps, added to what they get in eatables by going 
from houſe to houſe among the gentry and citizens, will, 
without being very burthenſome, be ſufficient to keep 
them alive. | 

It is true, the poor of the ſuburbpariſhes will not have 
the ſame advantage, becauſe they are not e- 
qually in the road of buſineſs and paſſengers: but here 
it is to be conſidered, that the beggars there have not ſo 
good a title to pablic charity, becauſe moſt of them are 
| rollers from the country, and compoſe a principal part 
of that great nuiſance which we ought to remove. 


I ſhould be apt to think, that few things can be more 


irkſome to a city miniſter, than a number of beggars 
which do not belong to his diſtrict, whom he hath no ob- 
ligation to take care of, who are no part of his flock, and 
who take the bread out of the months of thoſe to whom 
it properly belongs. When JI mention this abuſe to any 


miniſter of a city-pariſh, he uſually lays the fault upon 


the beadles, who, he ſays, are bribed by the foreign beg- 

; and, as thoſe beadles often keep alehouſes, they 
find their account in ſuch cuſtomers. This evil might 
eaſily be remedied, if the pariſhes would make ſome 
ſmall addition to the ſalaries of a beadle, and be more 


careful in the choice of thoſe officers. But, I conceive 


there is one effectual method in the power of every mini- 
ſter to put in practice; I mean, by making it the intereſt 
ol all his own original poor to drive out intruders ; for 
if the rariſh beggars were abſolutely forbidden by the 
miniſter and church officers to ſuffer ſtrollers to come in- 
to the pariſh, upon pain of themſelves not being permit- 


ted to beg alms at the church-doors, or at the houſes and 


mops of the inhabitants, they would prevent interlopers 
more effectually than twenty beadl-cs. 
And here I cannot but take notice of the great indil- 
cretion of our city ſhop- keepers, who ſuffer their doors 
to be daily beſieged by crowds of beggars (as the gates 
ol a lord are by duns to the great diiguſt ard vexation 
of many cuſtomers, whom I have frequently — 
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that a charity was beſtowed by a great perſon for a cer. 
ain time, which in its conſequences operated very much 
to the detriment of the houle ; for, when the time was 


clapſed, all thoſe who were ſupported that charity 
IC tne tar re los STR 
on; and, being generally a pack of profligate, vaga- 
bond wretches from ſeveral parts of the kingdom, cor. 
rupted all the reit ; ſo partial, or treacherous, or inte- 
reſted, or ignorant, or miſtaken, are generally all recom- 
menders, not only to employments, but even to charity 
Itſelf. | 

I know it is complained, that the difficulty of driving 


foreign beggars out of the city is charged upon the bel- 
towers (as —4 . who find their accounts beſt 


in ſuffering thoſe vagrants to follow their trade through 


every part of the town. But this abuſe might eaſily be 


remedied, and very much to the advantage of the whole 
city, if better ſalaries were given to thoſe who execute 
that office in the ſeveral pariſhes, and would make it 


their intereſt to clear the town of thoſe caterpillars, ra- 


ther than hazard the lots of an employment that would 
give them an honeſt livelihood. But, if that ſhould fail, 
yet a general reſolution of never giving charity to a fireet 


beggar out of his own pariſh, or without a viſible badge, 5 


would infallibly force all vagrants to depart. 
There is generally a vagabond ſpirit in beggars,which 


ought to be diſcouraged, and ſeverely punithed. Iris 


owing to the ſame cauſes that drove them into poverty; 
I mean, idleneſs, drunkenneſs, and raſh marriages, with- 

out the leaſt proſpect of ſapporting a family by honeſt en- 
deavours, which never came into their thoughts. Ir is 
obſerved, that hardly one beggar in twenty looks upon 
nimſelf to —— by receiving bread, or other food ; 


and they have in this town been frequently ſeen to pour _ 


out of their pitchers good broth, that hath been given 
them, into the kennel ; neither do they much regard 
cloaths, unleſs to fell them; for their rags are part of 
their tools with which they work; they want only ale, 
brandy, and other ſtrong liquors, which cannot be had 


without money: 22. as conceive, always 
ꝶ6ꝙ6—ä— antnagets. TO 


I had 


Y krieger. 


BADGES TO BEGGARS. 
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We fince the death of alder. 
man Burton, have em 


when 
= 


I am there a 


fon. and tn mes oft | 


322 the crown. The queſtion is, 
ſons it will be moſt for e advan- 


In order to this, I muſt offer my 


more than ordinarily careful at this juncture, upon whom 
they bef ow their votes. 


To perform this with more clearneſs, it may be pro- 


per to give you a ſhort ſtate of our Ran * 
We 


This piece was publiſhed in the year 2733; antes deny bs 
FU u; cn alike occaſion, we have here given it a place. 
1 Hu French. N | 
Job 


1: er tothe barracks. 


W 
low citizens ſome reaſons, why I 1 


r 1 * 


"+ = s tt 


| proteſtant, high 


—— — eb... w 


ſe of any conſeq 


'q conditicn by the franc of thoſe in 


every opportunity of depreſſing Ireland, whereof an 
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We conſiſt of two parties, I do not mean popiſh and 
a and low church, epi and ſeQtari- 
tory ; but of thoſe of Engliſh who happen 
| i (whoſe anceſtors reduced the 
whole nation under the obedience of the Engliſh crown) 


the ch 5 
| political ends, and to fave appearances, ſome employ- 
ments are ſtill depoſited (yet gradually in a ſmaller num- 

ber) to perſons born here : this ing, fortified 

ter and feed the hopes 

ed, if they were qualified | | 

Civil employments of all kinds 8 

with great prudence precarious, ur- 
| — = rg by which means the poſſeſſors are, and 
muſt inevitably be, for ever dependant : thoſe very 


uence, which being dealt with fo ſpar- 
ing a band to perſons born among us, are enough to keep 
* of lefir | & ; 


numbers 


- power. 2 : | 

Now, my dear fellow citizens, how is it poſſible you 
can conceive, that any perſon, who holds an office of 
ſome hundred pounds a year, which may be taken from 
him whenever power ſhall think fit, will, if he ſhould be 
choſen a member for any city, do the leaſt thing when he 


 fitsin the houſe, that he knows or fears may be diſplea- 
ſing to thoſe who gave him, or continue him in that of- 


ice? Believe me, thoſe are no times to expect ſuch an 


| exalted degree of virtue from mortal men. Blazing fars 
_ are much more frequently ſeen than ſuch heroical wor- 
mies. And I could ſooner hope to find ten thouſand 


pounds by digging in my garden, than ſuch a pbæniæ by 


| ſearching among the preſent r:ce of mankind. 


I cannot forbear thinking it a very erroneous as well as 
modern maxim of politics in the Engliſh nation, to take 
hun- 


dred 


ADVICE TO THE 


have formerly, that ar-. 
ticle, much differed in their opinion from their preſent 


But fo the fact ſtands at preſent. It is plain, that the 


court and country party here (I mean in the houſe of 


) very ſeldom agree in any thing but their loy- 


17 


his viceroy eaſy in the t, ro the utmoſt of 
hei under the preſent condition of the kingdom. 


a 


344 
: 


ir few adherents in poſſeſſion who were born 


put on quite contrary notions with regard to Ireland. 
count upon a univerſal ſubmiſſion to whatever ſhall 
demanded ; wherein they act ſafely, becauſe none of 
 T remember a perſon of diſtinction ſome days ago af- 


"per 
A 
| 
; 
; 


firmed in a good deal of mixed company, and of both 
who now enjoy 


from 


parties, that the gentry 


our higheſt 

| water: or an invaſion that would fright our grandees out 
2. kingdom. For this perſon argued, that while 
litary li 
which 


7 
$ 


to his preſent majeſty, their reſolutions to make him 


the perſons ſent from F.ngland, who (to a trifle) are 
flefſed of the ſole executive power in all its branches, 


— 


4 
| 
| 


| 
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drawn were theſe : that the great men in power ſent hi- 
ther from the other fide, were by no means upon the ſame 
foot with his majeſty's other ſubjefts of Ireland. They 
had no common ligament to hind them with us ; they ſut- 


| fered not with our ſufferings, and if it were poilible for 


us to have any cauſe of rejuicing, they could * 
with us. 

Suppoſe a „ born in this kingdom, ſhall happen 
by his ſervices for the E ngliſh intereſt to have an employ - 
ment conferred on him worth four hundred pounds a year; 
and that he hath likewiſe an eſtate in land worth four hun- 
cared pounds a vear more: ſuppoſe him to fit in parlia. 
ment: then, ſuppoſe a land tax to be brought in of five | 


ſhillings a pound for ten years ; I tell you how this gen- 


tdeman will compute. He hath four hundred pounds a 
year in land: the tax he muſt pay yearly is one hundred 
pounds; by which, in ten vears, he will pay only a thou- 
land pounds. But if he gives his vote againſſ this tax, 
be will lote four thouſand pounds by being turred out of 
his employment, together with the power and influence 
he hath, by virtue or colour of his employment; and thus 
the balance will be againit bim three thouſand pounds. 
deſire my fellow · citizens, you will pleaſe to call to 
mind how many perſons you can vouch for among your 
acquaintance, who have io much virtue and ſelf-denial, 
3 © loſe four hundred pounds a year tor life, together 
with the ſmiles and favour of power, and the hopes of 
higher advancement, merely out of a generous love 'of 


his country. 
The contentions of partics in England are very differ- 
ent trom thoſe among us. The baitle there is fought for 


power and riches: and ſo it is indeed among us: but, 


Whether a great employment be given to Tom or to Peter, 


they were both born in England, the profits are be ſpent 
mere. Ail employments(except a very few) are beſtowed 
on the natives; they do not ſend to Germany, Holland, 
Sweden, or Denmark, mach lets to Ireland, for chan- 
cellors, biſtiops, judges, or other officers. Their ſala- 
ties, whether well or ill got, are em at home: 

and whatever their morals or politics be, the nation is 


not the poorer, 
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The houſe of commons in have frequently en- 
deavoured to limit the number of members, who ſhould 
be allowed to have em under the crown. Se- 
re * | 
wiſe men think are not of 
þ guns wt ves > og x leavi — 7 


 elefiion. r —_— 
abour three hundred members ; if one hundred of theſe 


TED 


der to introduce that bleſſed ſcheme 


among us. What 


a tender care muſt ſuch an Engliſh patriotfor Ireland have 


of our intereſt, if he ſhould condeſcend to fit in our par- 
liament ? I will bridle my indignation 
thinks I long to ſee that mortal, who would with plea- 
ſure blow us up all at a blaſt: but, he duly receives his 
thouſand pounds a year; makes his progreſs like a king; 
Is in pomp in every town} and village where be 
travels, and ſhines in the Engliſh news-papers. 

I will now apply what I have ſaid to you, my brethren, 
and fellow-citizens: Count upon it, as a truth next to 
your creed, that no one 
not maſter for life, whether born here or in England,will 


| Ever hazard that office for the good of this country. 


| * Edward 
a Commiſſioner of the Revenue of Ireland. 


1 Mr. c . 


porations in Ireland. | 


pero . Fes ably a ks own 
pamphlet pins —— 


However, me- 


perſon in office, of which he is 


e | 


* 
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en- 
ould 
Se- 
any 
x | al you 
re- ' rity to pay him the val is employment, if it ſhould 
, of be taken from him, ducing his Efe, for vexing os all ec- 
_ Mx ith party in the houſe ? al- 
ided though I much queſtion, whether he would do it, even 
—_— 
sin | *Wherefore, ſince there are but two candidates, I in- 

! He bath 


year's government of the city, than an hundred years. 

can equal. He hath endeavoured with great ſucceſs to 

| baniſh frauds, corruptions, and all other abuſes from 

| ou. 

| Toms fed man in power would be able to reform 

| a kingdom. He hath no em 3 under the crown; 

nor is likely to get or ſolicit for any ; his education hav- 

ing not turned him that way. I will aſſure for no man's. 

future conduct; but he who hath hitherto practiſed the 
rules of virtue with ſo much difficulty, in fo great and 
buſy a ſtation, deſerves your thanks, and the beſt return 

you can make him; and you, my brethren, have no 
other to give him, than that of repreſenting you in par- 

lament. Tell me not of your engagements and pro- 
miſes to another. Your promiſes were fins of inconſi- 

deration, at beſt ; and you are bound to repent and an- 
nu] them. That gentleman, although with good repu- 

tation, is already engaged on the other fide. He hath. 

four hundred pounds a year under the crown, which he 


2 FECFFRARP BI fa BPRS 


it to is too wiſe to with, by ſacrificing ſo good an eſta- 
he is — ode apts boy pon bp hg 
will country, I can aſſure you, the DRA IE is in the in- 
. tereſts of the preſent lord- mayor, whatever you may be 
One told to the contrary. I have lately heard him declare 
5 lo in public company, and offer ſome of theſe very rea- 

* ſons in defence of his opinion; although he hath a re- 
gard and eſteem for the other gentleman, but would not 


anſwer the good of the city and the kingdom for a com- 
pliment. 
| Ps; The. 


a 88 © 


$884. 


be 111 1 5 


s ſeverity to ſome unfair 
foul no uni hone men among chem api 
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The | 


L 


caſe is intirely different. He ought to be a porn of 
good abilities in his calling; of an unſpotted c 


I 97:1: 


Some Cons1DER ATIONS humbly offered to 


the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, the 
court of Aldermen ard Common Council 
of the Hon. city of Dublin, in the. choice 
of a RECORDER. * 


E office of recorder to this city being vacant by 
the death of a very worthy gentleman: it is ſaid, 
that five or fix perſons are ſoliciting to ſucceed him in the 


employment. I am a ftranger to all their perſons, and 


to molt of their characters; which latter, I hope, will 
at this time be canvaſſed with more decenev, than it ſome- 
times happeneth upon the like occaſions. Therefore, as 
[ am wholly impartial, I can with more freedom deliver 
my thoughts, how the ſeveral perſons and parties con-. 
cerned ought to proceed 2 6 near for th 
and ancient —_— | 

And firſt, as it is a very natural, ſo I can by no means 
think it an unreaſonable opinion, that the ſons or near re- 
lations of alderm-n, and other deſerving citizens ſhould: 


be duly regarded, as proper ws 2 > for an employ- 


ment in the city's diſpoſal: provided they be equally | 


qualified with other candidates; and, provided that ſuch. 


employments require no more than common abilities and 
commoa honeſty. Bur, in the choice of a recorder, the 


ws 
an able practitioner ; one who hath occaſionally merited 
of this city before: he ought to be of ſome maturity in 
1 a member of parliament, and likely to continue 

ſo; — in his life; firm | in his loyalty to the Rano- 


ver 


Upon the death of Mr. Stoyte, recorder of the city of Dublin, 


in the year 1733, ſeveral gentlemen declared themſelves candidates. 


to ſucceed him : upon which the Dean wrote this paper ; and Eaton: 
un, hy (a gentleman of great worth and hopour, and very: 
knowing in Lis Profefſion,) was elected. 

1 


344 OF THE CHOICE, re. 
ver ſucceſſion ; indulgent to tender conſciences ; but, at 
the ſame time, a firm adherer to the eſtabliſhed church. 


If he be ſuch a one, who hath already fat in parliament, 
it ought to be enquired of what weight he was there ; 
_——_———— the good of hi 


and particularly for advancing the trade 


* — nm ra oe 


2 


* 2 


ca” 4 thriving, 


agen the goed or i cencdult of « recorder. He is to 
watch every motion in parliament, that may the leaſt af- 
fect the freedom, trade, or welfare of it. 

In this approaching election, the commons, as they are 
a numerous body, ſo they ſeem to be moſt concerned in 
point of intereſt ; and their intereſt ought to be moſt re- 


or more, may not depend 


tereſt of the city. They have no private views; and 


giving their votes, as I am informed, by balloting, 
lie under no awe, or fear of difobliging competitors. & Y 


is therefore hoped, that they will duly confider, which | 


of the candidates is moſt likely to advance the trade of 
themſelves and their brother citizens; to defend their li- 


berties both in and out of parliament, againſt all attempts 


_ of encroachments or oppreſſion. And fo God direct them 


in the choice of a recorder, who may for many years ſup- | 


ply that important office with ſcill, diligence, courage, 
and fidelity. And let all the people lay, Amen. 


his 
and 
— — whether he be engaged in any fac- 
tion, either national or religious: and laſtly, whether he 


8 


garded, N ONS 00S 126 Was Tn | 
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The Laſt Speech and Dying Words of Ebe- 
nezer Elliſton, who was executed aan 


of May 1722. T 


ing ſpeech was written, 

with ftreet-robbers ; who, 

| — a hockerons mannce, wank flee an gentlemen, and 

CC 

E them, would leave them bound and goxged. It is re- 
| _—_ h had ſo good an effect, that 

| robberies of that kind commit- 


Ss LA 7s HAF Kreer 


are 

in 

re- 

ind 

of falſe Engliſh charged upon him, even when he is going to 

li- the gallows. They contain a account of our 

pts birth and family, of the fact for which we are to die, of 

em our fincere repentance, and a declaration of our religion. 

up- | cannot expect to avoid the ſame treatment with my pre- 

age, deceſſors. However, having had an education one or 
two degrees better than thoſe of my rank and profeſſion; 


e de ions. qi 1 
bonds, and all the lower claſs of people, thought it the real work 
of Ebenezer Ellifton, who had received the grounds of a good 
education; and the ſtyle of this paper is ſo natural for a perſon 


Tie f . ˙ earl Int ene Be UE 


THE LAST SPEECH OF 


I bave been conſidering, ever ſince my commitment, what 
it be proper for me to deliver upon this occaſion. 


And firſt, I cannot ſay from the bottom of my heart, 


| L rl 
and the world; but I am much ſo, for the bad ſue- 
_ ceſs of my villanies in | me to this untimely end. 
For it after having ſome time ago 


is plainly evident, 
Mn from the crown, I again took up my 
its were ſo rooted in me, and I 


with my fri 


to go to WS manner, 
kneeling, with a book in my hand, and my eyes lift up ; 
1 have 


Pens, prove | 
and & centiancd na] Tere hanged again for go 


and all ; and yet they the impudence at both times 
they went to the gallows to ſmite their breaſts, and lift 
up their eyes to heaven all the way. 

Secondly, From the knowledge | have of my own wick- 


ed diſpoſitions, and that of my comrades, I give it as my 


opinion, that nothing can be more unfortunate to the 
public, hen the many of the grounment in cxcr per- 


_ yy ences, le unleſs when we betray one 


to do, if we are ſure to be well 


„ as we never 
n by the ſame rule, 
it is better to have one fox in a farm than three 

or four. But we generally make a ſhift to return after 
being tranſported, and are ten times greater rogues than 
before, and much more cunning. Belides, I know it by 
experience, that ſome hope we have of finding mercy 
when we are tried, or after we are condemned, 6 


a great encouragement to us. 


Thirdly, nothing is more dangerous to idle young fel- 


„„ y of thoſe odious common whores 


_ we frequent, and of which this town is full: theſe wretch- 


es put us upon all miſchief to feed their luſts and extra- 
vagancies: 


kind of employment. 
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thing by it, are ſure 
| have left with an 
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end compmions; wor lp ound, hehe Sink lg 
wiſe man would eaſily find us 1o be rogues by our faces, 


* 
receive us; for the maſter and miſtreſs, and the very tap- 
ſter, go ſnacks; and beſides make us pay triple reckon- 


treating 
from morning to night; who in requital reward us with 


nothing but treachery and the pox, For when our 


money is gone, they are every moment threatening to in- 


1 


If any thing in this world be like hell, as I have heard 
it deſcribed by our clergy, the trueſt picture of it muſt 
be in the back-roomof one of our ale-houſes at midnight, 
where a crew of robbers and their whores are met toge- 
ther after a booty, and are beginning to grow drunk; 
from which time, until they are paſt their ſenſes, is ſuch 
a continued horrible noiſe of curſing, blaſphemy, lewd- 
neſs, ſcurrility, and brutiſh behaviour, ſuch roaring and 


confuſion, 


we go abroad in the day, a 


eker HTM 


againſt us, if we will not go out and look for more. 
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| paſſing along the ſtreets. 8 
| Good e, fare ye well ; bad as I am, I leave many 
man the death of a dog. 25 


( 354 ) 


1 may be ſaid, without offence to other cities of 
much greater conſequence to the world, that our 


town of Dublin doth not want its due proportion of fal- 


y vice both native and imported ; and as to thoſe 


imported, 


1 T The Intelligencer 
and Dr. Sheridan in 1728, of which no more than twenty numbers 


were ever publiſhed. The rſt, 3d, 5th, 7th, gth, ſome verſes in the 
th, and at the end of the oth, the 15th, and the rgth, were writ- | 


ten by the Dean. The 5th. and 7th, are put togzther and printed 


as they were publiſhed by Mr. Pope in the 4th volume of their miſ- 


_ cellanies under the title of An Ey on the fates cle „ vol. . 
The poetry in the Sth, is the dialogue between mad Meulyn:x and 
* which is printed, as it was alfo claſſed by Mr. Pope, in 
vol. The gth he intitled An ay on modern education, and by 
that name it will be found in vol. 7th ; the verſes at the end of the 


Toth, called Tim and the Fables, are printed in vol. 7th. The 15th” 


is a pamphlet which Dr. Sheridan, having written a ſhort introducti- 
on, took into the Intelligencer, merely to iave the labour of writing 
a paper. It is printed in volume 3, and intitled, A fort view of ele 
Kate of Ireland. No. 19, is alſo a tract which has been before pub · 
liſhed by itſelf, and was taken into the Iutelligence- for the ſame rea · 
ſon as the former. The dean and the doctor ſoon became weary of a 


| periodical work, in which they were diſappointed of affiſtance: the 
price was but one halfpenny; and ſo few were 1.14, that the printer | 
could not afford to engage a young man of proper qualifications to 


work up ſuch hints as ſhould be ſent him; of which there were 
enough, and which the undertakers hoped thus to communicate 
with leſs labour to the public. The Intelligencers were collected 
into a volume, and reprinted in England in 1730. = 


The INTELLIGENCER. 


was a weekly paper undertaken by the dean 
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ſear will give a 
zs of ſo fingular a nature, that I have hardly confidence 
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have the advantage to receive them laſt, 
ys pore” Manat — A 


Taeter them: 


again per 
ſociety lately eſtabliſhed, who at great 
: have erected an office of intelligence, from which 
are to receive weekly information of all important 


events and fingularities, which this famous can 
furniſh. Strict injunctions are given to have the trueſt 
information ; in order to which, certain qualified perſons 
are employed to attend upon duty in their ſeveral poſts ; 

ſome at the play houſe, others in churches, ſome at balls, 


aſſemblies, coffee: houjes, and meetings for quadrille ; ſome 


at the ſeveral courts of juſtice, both — and temporal ; 
ſome at the college, ſome upon my lard mayor and alder- 
men in their public affairs; laſtly, ſome to converſe with 
ones chamber -maids, and 2 frequent thoſe Ly 
br s where votmen of 
2 in 2 ; only the 'y — 22 
nent · hon ſe are excepted : becauſe we have yet found no 


: + enfans perdus bold enough to venture their perſons at 


either. Out of theſe and ſome other fore-houſes, we 


| hope to gather materials enough to izform, or * ' 


corre, or rex the town. . 
But as facts, paſſages, and adventures of all kinds are 
like to have the greateſt ſhare in our paper, whereof we 
cannot always anſwer for the truth; due care ſhall be 
taken to have them applied to ſeigned names, whereby 
all juſt offence will be removed; tor if none be guilty, 
none will have cauſe to bluſh or be angry; if otherwite, 
then the guilty perſon is ſafe for the future upon his pre- 


ent amendment, and ſafe for the preſent from all but his 
own conſcience. 


There is another reſolution taken among us, which I 
and more diſcontent, and 


enough 


» Barracks, Buildings for the of ſoldiers. 
f Enfans perdus, Forlorn hope. See preface to the biſhop of Sa- 
3 


town will not be pl to lend us further aſſiſtance to- 
wards entertaining itſelf. The world beſt knows its own 


expect continual — nts in great numbers 10 be 
ſent to the yxINTER of this paper, who hath employcd 


a judicions ſe to collect ſuch as be moſt uſeful 
N far from re- 
qu, ſame caution in our correſpondence, that on 


all the facts they fend us to ſet down the names, titles, 
and places of abode at length ; together with a very par- 
ſeveral lords, ladies, 'ſquires, madams, lawyers, gameſters, 

to mention; otherwiſe it will * be 
and capacities of the perſons concerned, and treat them 


ations and characters, which we are determined to 
_ _ obſerve 


y charge and command them, in 


ticular deſcription of the perſons, dreſſes, diſpoſitions of the 
_ Fonpees, fots, wits, rakes, and i formers, whom they ſhall 
poſlible for us to adjuſt our ſtyle to the different qualities, 
with the 7eſpet or familiarity, that may be due to their 


— —ä—I 3x — 
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obſerve with the utmoſt ſtrictn eſs, thet nag way have 
36— 


NUMBER I 


nck or ro 3 


the point T mean, is what we call humour ; . 


. is allowed to be much 
to t; if it de not rather rhe molt uſeful and agreeable | 


under the name of Le Theatre Italien; to ſay nothing of 
Rabelais, Cervantes, and many others. 

Now I take the comedy, or farce, (or whatever name 
the critics will allow it) called the Beggar's Opera to ex- 
Win: tis os fs and u N 

e met with ſuch. prodigious | in 
England. 


As to poetry, eloquence, and muſic, which are faid to 
hare al poder over the minds of men; it 15 certain that 


very 


* 
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very few have a taſe or judgment of the excellencies of 
r Rr 
e I 
am are as judges in ; and that 
among thoſe l 
ther merely out of curioſity, faſhion, or affefation. 

| But a Zaffe for humour is in ſome manner fixed tothe 


kind 


F IAH re E x 


| , Þ 
religion, politics, and Jaw, may be + topics for this 
ind of ſatire. Rs 


ien 


* 


n Te r - 
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able. And as both theſe ends are innocent, ſo the lat- 
ter is highly commendable. With regard to the former 
demand, whether I have not as good » title to laugh as 


men have to be ridiculous ; and to expoſe vice, as ano- 
5 ther bath to be vicious. If I ridicule the follies and cor- 


think it is my duty ; at leaſt, I am fure it is the intereſt 
of thoſe very — eee 
| ridicule, r 


tioning courts, and minifers, (whom 


5 1 never think on but with the moſt profound veneration}) is, 


| fortunes; for it hath hap 


viction, that Mr. wad 4 mp 4 wap but 


becauſe an opinion obtains, that in the Beggar's Opera 


„ 8 


pened, that after fourteen years 
the court, with a large ſtock of real merit, a 
modeſt and agree able converſation, a hundred promiſes, 


7 hundred friends, be herd failed of preferment ; 


of having wrinen s libel, or lampoon againſt a 
— It 1s true, that 


monſtratively convinced, and pu 


— 2 — 8 
icly owned his con- 


having 
lain under the ſuſpicion, it ſeemed very juſt that he 
ſhould ſuffer the puniſhment ; becauſe, in this moſt re- 


formed age, the virtues of a prime miniſter are no more 
| 0 be fulpeAd, than th cb ih of Cet wife 


- ® Sir Robert Walpole, aſterwards Earl of Oxford. 
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a young clergy-man, who goes concealed 
curioſity to ſee an innocent and moral play, ſhould 


ri- 


4 


Z 
+ 


5 
2, 


F 
8 


0h 


5: 
2% 


y. and I iſh there never may. But 1 ſhould be 
any of them ſhould be {o weak, xs to 


4 


rafters are juſt, and none of them carried beyond nature, 
or hardly beyond practice. It diſcovers the whole ſyſtem 


of that common- wealth, or that imperium in imperio of 
iniquity, eftabliſhed among us, by which neither our lives 
nor our properties are ſecure, either in the high-ways, 


| or in public aſſemblies, or even in our own houſes. It 


ſhews the miſerable lives, and the conſtant tate of thoſe 
abandoned wretches : for how little they ſell their lives 


| and fouls; betraved by their whores, their comrades, and 


the receivers and purchaſers of thoſe thefts and robbe- 


nes. This comedy contains likewiſe a ſatire, which, 


without enquiring whether it affects the age, may 

poſſibly be uſeful in times to come. I mean, where the 
author takes the occaſion of comparing thoſe commer rob- 
ters of the public, and their ſeveral ſtratagems of betray- 
ing, undermining, and hanging each other, to the ſeve- 


nl arts of politicians in times of corrupti 


ption. 
This comedy likewiſe expoſeth, with great juſtice, that 


- unnatural taſte for Italian muſic among us, which is whol- 


ly uniuitable to our nothern climate and the genius of 


the people, whereby we are over-run with Italian efemi- 


nacy, and Italian nonſenſe. An old gentleman faid to 


me, that many years ago, when the practice of an unna» 
tural vice grew frequent in London, and many were pro- 
ſecuted for it, he was ſure it would be the fore - runn 


cf 


+ Dr. Thomas Heron, chaplain to the ſociety at Lincoln's inn, 
ifterward Biſhop of Bangor, after that Archbiſhop of York, and 


Vor. III. Q 


| now Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
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of Italian operas and fingers ; and then we ſhould want 
nothing but ſtabbing, or poiſoning, to make us perfect 
Italians. : | 
Upon the whole, I deliver my judgment, that nothing 
but fervile attachment to a party, affectation of fingula- 
rity, lamentable dullneſs, miſtaken zeal, or ſtudied hy- 
poecriſy, can have the leaſt reaſonable objection againſt 
_=_ excellent moral pcriormance of the celebrated Mr. 
_ Gar. 


NUMBER XV. 


LamENTATIONS ii. 19. 


Ariſe, cry out in the night : in the beginning of the watch- 
es pour out thine heart like water before the face of 
the Lord: lift up thy hands towards him, for the life 
of thy young children, that faint for hunger in the top of 

every fireet. eee 


I Remember to have read an account, that an ode 
. which Pindar writ in honour of the iſland Delos, was 
inſcribed in the temple of Minerva at Athens, ia large 
letters of gold à public and very laudable acknowlege- 
ment for the puet's ingenuity, and for no more than a 
bare compliment! Such was the cacouragement given by 
the great and public-{piritcd Athenians. Had the ſame 
poet, inipired by a noble and heroic ardor, by another 
od awakeued and reuſed their whole ſtate : gainſt an in- 
vadiug encmy, or opened their eyes againſt any ſceret 
and wicked c otrivers of their deltruct. n, they would 
have crected kim a flatue at leaſt. But, alas! that ſpi- 
Tit is fled from the world, and loug ſince neglected. Vir- 
tue is become her own pay-maſter. My countrymen, l 
hope, will forgive me, it I complain there has bcen {© 
little nutice taken of a ſmall, but moſt excellent pam- 
phlet, written by the Drapier. It is intitied, 4 fort 
tiers of the flate of Trelund [ above, p 164. |— 
here never was any treatiſe yet publiſhed, with a zeal 
a mere 


| | Seeabove, p. 354 in che notes. 


more 


tbine eyes. 


| 
\ 
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gencrous for the univerſal good of a nation, or z 
deſign more ſeaſonable, conſidering our preſent lament- 
able condition: yet we liſtzn not to the voice of the 
charmer. Whereas it ſhould have been inſcribed in ca- 


pital letters, (as glorious as thoſe of the poet), in the 


molt public part of every corporation town, through this 
whole kingdom, that people might behold the ſeveral un- 


_ provoked cauſes of their 12332 our offences towards 
heaven excepted. Nay, I will proceed farther, and ſay, 


that every head of every famiiy ovght to inſtruct his chil · 
dren fo far in this moſt incomparable pamphlet, that they 
ſhould not only underſtand, but be able to repeat by 
heart every lingle paragraph through the wacle. This 
was the method laid down by the wiſeſt law-giver that 
ever the world produced, to gain the hearts of the people, 
by working upon their memories: Deut vi. 7. 8. 9. 
Aud thou ſpall teach them diligently unto thy children, and 
fall talk of them toben thou fiiteſl in thine houje, and 


when thin walieſ? by the way, and when thou lieft down, 
and when thou rijeſt up. 


lad thou 


Hall bind them for a 
fign upon thine hand, and they 


ſhall be as frontlets between 
nd thou ſhall write them upon the pejts of thy 
bone. and on thy gates 5 . 

And where would be the great trouble, ſince we have 
little elſe to do, if every men would read a lecture of the 


fort diet every day in his family, after reading prayers ? - 


Nor do | think the expence would be extravagant, if he 
ſhould have every page of it reprinted, to be hung up in 
frames, in every chamber of his houſe ; that it might be 
as evident as the bard writing an the wall. 

And fince I have ventured thus far to praiſe and re- 
commend this moſt inimitable piece, let me ſpeak a few 
words in favour of its author. TY 1 

I would propoſe to my countrymen before all their mo- 


ney goes off, (it is going as fait as poſſible), ro convert 
it into a few ſtatues to the Drapier, in thoie memorable 


parts of this kingdom, where our heroes have ſhane with 
the great-ft luſtre, in defence of our liberty, and the 
Proteſtant Religion over all Furope ; at Derry, at 
Emn:fiillen, at Boyne, at Aughrim. Nor would it be 
amils to ſet up a tew more about our metropolis, 

Q 2 with 
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_— inſcription, Libertas er Natale Se 


If our money were metamorphoſed ſuch a 
rn 
pfſelus, 1 to get it into his own coffers ; and it would be 
the only method to prevent its being carried off, 4 
22 the Mennns: gocketie, and 
away with our very ſtatues. 

Courteous reader, mark well what follows. 

I am affured, that it hath for ſome time been prac 
© tiſed, etc. [Here the fur view of the Pte of bla 
above, p. 9 verbation.] 


NUMBER XIX. 
Sic vos now vobis vellera fertis 0 . 


IN B. In the following diſcourſe the author 8 
2 country gentleman in the North of Ireland. And this 
— GO Ar IAnY 55 


AVING, on the 12th of Oftober laſt, received a 

letter, fiened Andrew Dealer, and Patrick Penny- 

i, I believe the following paper, juſt come to my 
hands, will be a ſullcieat anſwer to it. 


SIR, 


Am a country gentleman, and a member of parlia- 
ment, with an eſtate of about 14ool. a year; which, 

as à narthern landlord, I receive from above two hun- 
dred tenants: and my lands having been let near twenty 
years ago, the rents, until very lately, were eſleemed to 
be not above half value; yet by the intolerable ſcarcity 
of fl ver, I lie under the greateſt difficulties in receiving 


them, ae os An onda: 4 


1 Cypſclus, a governor of Corinth, who contrived a tax which 
brought all the money of that ſtate to himſelf in ten years time. 


11 ſuch as the buyers 
and ſellers at fairs and markets; the ſbopheepers 


2 Kür the: cafe) they mult pay ten pence or a 
| fellow, who follows that trade. But, what is 
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ing for my family from trade/men, who are 
. their money. But the ſuffer- 
ings of me, and thoſe of my rank, are trifles in compari- 


ev 
town; the farmers in general; C Cots wered wh 


ff, poultry, pedlary ware, and other conveniencies to 


tell : bur more eſpecially haxdicrafts-men, who work for 
us by the day; and common labourers, whom I have al- 
ready mentioned. Sonh thate hand of people 1am fron- 
ed to employ until their wages amount to a double 
or a maidore, (for we hardly have any of lower va- 
lue left us) to divide it among them ls as: 
and this is generally done at an ale-houſe, or bratdy- 
- where, beſides the coſt of getting drank, (which 


for changing their piece into flver to ſome buckffering 
tely 
wor ſe, thoſe poor men for want of due payment are forc- 
ed to take up their aat meal and other neceſſaries of lite 
„ and conſequently are not able to 
diſcharge half their ſcore, eſpecially under the fcarceneſs 
of corn for two years paſt, and the melancholy dilap- 
privament of rhe preſent crop. . 

rr 
clear and manifeſt to you and all thinking men, although 
hidden from the vulgar : theſe indeed complain of hard 


mes, the dearth of corn, the want of money, the bad- 


nels of ſeaſons; that their goods bear no price, and the 
poor cannot find work; but their weak reafonings never 


= carry them to the hatred and contempt borne us by our 


neighbours and brethren without the leaſt — of 
provocation, who rejoice at our ſufferings, although 
ſometimes to their own diſadvantage. They conſider not 
the dead weight upon every beneficial branch of our 
trade; that half our revenues are annually ſent to Eng- 
land ; with many other grievznces peculiar to this un- 
happy kingdom ; which keeps us from enjoying the 
common benefits of mankind ; as you and ſome other 
lovers of their country have ſo ofien obſerved with ſuch 
good inclinations, and fo little e&Q, 4 

t 
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It is true indeed, that under our circumſtances in ge- 
neral chis complaint for the want of Aver may appear as 
ridiculcus, as for a man to be impatient about a cat fn. 
ger, when he is firuck with the plague: and yet a poor 
teilow going to the ga/luzys may be allowed to feel the 
ſmart of waſps, while he is upon Tyburn road. This 
misfortune 1s fo urging and vexatious in every kind of 
ſmall traffic, and ſo hourly prefling upon all perſons in 
the country whatſoever, that a hucdred inconveniencies 
of pernaps greater moment in th:mſeives have beentame- 
ly ſubmitted to with far leſs diſquietude and murmurs. 
And the cate ſeems yet the harder, if it be true, what 
many f:1]tul men aſſert, that nothing is more eaiy than 
a remedy ; and, that the want of iter, in proportion 
ta the little gell remaining among us, is altogether as un- 
neceſſary, as it is inconvenient. A perſon of diſtinction 
aſſured me very lately, that, in dilegurſing with the 7 
Aird lieuterant before his laſt return to England, his ex- 
cellency laid, He had preſſed the matter often, in proper 
time and place, and to proper perſons ; and could nit fee any 
difficulty of the leoft moment, that could prevent us fron 
being made ealy upon this article. | 
Wuhoexer carries to England twenty ſeven Engliſh ſhil. 
lings, and brings back one maidure of full weight, a 
gainer oi nine-ferce Iriſh ; in a gairea, the advantage is 
three-pence ; and two-pence in a piſtele. I be Bank- 
E«s, who are generally maſters ot ali our geld and fil- 
ver, with this advantage, have ſent over as much of the 
latter, as came into their hands, Ihe value of one thou- 
fand moidores in ſilver would thus amcunt in clear profit 
to 37/. 10 The fbopherters, and other traders, who 
g0 to London to buy goods, f llowed the lame prac- 
tice ; by which we have been driven into this inſupport- 
able dittreſs. 5 3 
To a common thinker it ſhould ſeem, that nothing 
would be more eaſy, than for the government to redreis 
this evil, at any time they ſhall pleale. When the valus 
of gainens was lowered in Englard from 215. and 64. 
to only 215. the cont:quences to this kingdom were ob- 
vious, and manifeſt to us all: and a fub<r man may be 
allowed 


+ The Lord Carteret, 
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allowed at leaſt to wonder, although he dare not com- 
plain, why a new regulation of cin among us was not 
then made; much more, why it hath never been ſince. 
It would ſurely require no very profound fki}l in Algebra 
to reduce the difference of x:ne-pence in thirty fillings, 
or three-pence in a guinea to leis than a farthirg ; and 
ſo ſmall a traction could be no temptation either to Lank- 
ers to hazard their leer at ſea, or tradeſmen to load 
themſelves with it in their journies to England. In my 
humble opinion it would be no unſeaſonable condeſcenit- 
on, it the government would graciouiy pleaſe to ſignify 
to the poor /:yal prote/lunt ſubjects of Ireland, either that 
this mitcrable want of der is not poſſible to be remedt- 
ed in any degree by the nicett Kill in Arithmetic ; or 
elle, that it Stn n t ſtand with the good pleaſure of 
Englaud, to fuiter any fler at all among un. In the 
tarmer cate, it would be madneſs to exp ct impoſſibili- 
ties; and in the other, we mull ſubmit : for lives and 
fortunes are always at the mercy of the congueror. 
The queſtion hath been often put in printed papers, 
by the Drapier and o: hers, or perh ips by the ſame wr.t- 
c under the different ſtyles, why this kingdom thouid 
nut be permitted to have a mint of its own tor the com- 
age ot gold, filter and copfer; which is a power exer- 
ciied by many Lis, and every petty prince in Ger- 
many ? but this queſtion bath never been anſwered , nor 
the Icall a plication, that 1 have heard of, made to the 
cen trom hence tor the grant of a patlic mint; al- 
trough it ſtands upon record, that ſeveral cities and cor- 
porations here had the }:berty of coining filver. I can 
{ee no rcaſons, why we alone of ail nations are thus re- 
trained, but tuch as I dare not mention: only thus far 
| may venture, that lreland is the firſt imperial kingdom 
ſiace Nimrod, which ever wanted power to coin their own 
WIRES. | 
| «now very well, that in England it is lawſul for any 
lavjeft to peution either the prince or the parliament, 
provided it be done in a dutiful and regular manner: but 
what is lawful for a tubjzU of Ireland, I profeſs I can- 
not determine: nor will urdertak- that vour printer ſhall 
not be protccuted in a ct of juſtice, tor publiſhing my 
wiſhes, 
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There was a method praftifed by Sir Ambroſe Craw. 
ley, the great dealer in iron-works, which I wonder the 
gentlemen of our country under this great exigence have 
not thought fit to imitate. In the ſeveral towns and vil- 
lages Where he dealt, and many miles round, he gar 


rotes inſtead of meney (from true pence to twenty fhil- 
Ang] which paſſed current in all — and markets, as 
well as in houſes, where meat or drink was ſold. I ſee 


no reaſon, why the like practice may not be introduced 


_ among us with ſome degres of ſucceſs ; or at leaſt may 
not ſerve as a poor expedient in this our bleſſed age of 
paper; which as it diſchargeth all our greateſt payments, 
may be equally uſcful in the ſmaller, and may juſt keep 
us alive, until an Engliſh a# of pariiament ſpall forbid it. 
_——  — — — 
merican colonies upon the continent, the people enjoy the 
liberty of cutting the little xozey among them into halves 
and quarters for the conveniencies of tmall trafic. How 
happy ſhould we be in compariſon of our preſent conditi- 
on, if the like privilege were granted to us of employing 
the ſheers for want of a mint, upon our foreign gold, by 
clipping it into balf-crowns, and fpillings, and even low- 
er denominations ; 


ſcraps ; and it would be our felicity, that theſe 


ſeraps would never be exported to other countries, while 


any thing better was left | 
If neither of theſe projects will avail, I ſee nothing left 
us but to truck and barter our goods like the IE 
* 


muſt be content to live 


5 OFFS erte FRUTEEFAFFO af FELLL # 
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with each other, or with our too neighbours 3 
only with this on our fide, that the Indians 
enjoy the product of their own land; whereas the better 


. half of ours is ſent away, without ſo much as a recom- 


| become e rack-rent too hard tobe borne, £5 ak whe 


or can purchaſe any by the ſale 
becauſe they find their fortunes . 


27 
price; but it is for the ſame reaſon, that rats and cats 


und dead bes have been often bought for gold in a town 


and conſequently by the riſe of land fince that time, look- 
ed upon his eſtate to be ſet at half value: but numbers of 
theſe tenants or their deſcendants are now offering to ſelf 
their leaſes by cant, even thoſe which were for lives, 
ſome of them renewable for ever, and ſome fee-farms, 
which the landlord himſelf hath bought in at halt the 


e they would have yielded ſeven years ago. And 
ooo at the ſame time for lives have been given 


up to him without any con ſideration at all. 


Ibis is the moſt — face of things at preſent 
among us; I ſay, among us f the North, who are e- 
ſeemed the ouly thriving people of the kingdom. And 
how far, and ho ſoon this miſery and deſolation may 


| ſpread, is eaſy to fore · ſee 


The vaſt ſums of zoncy "daily carried off by our nume- 
rous adventurers to America have deprived us of our gol4 


| Qs | in 
. * or auction. | 
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in theſe parts, almoſt as much as of our Alter. And the 
good wives who come to our houſes offer us their pieces 
of linen, upon which their whole dependence lies, tor 
ſo little profit, that it can neither hali pay their rents, 
nor half ſupport their families. | 's 
It is remarkable, that this enthuſiaſm ſpread among our 
Northern people, of ſheltering themſelves in the conti- 
nent of America, hath noother foundation than their pre. 
ſent inſupportable condition at home. I have made ell 
poſſible enquiries to learn what encourage ment our peo- 
ple have met with, by any intelligence from thoſe planta- 
tions, ſufficient to make them undertake fo tedious and 
hazardous a voy age, in all ſeaſons of the year, and ſo ill 
accommodated in their ſhips, that many of them have 
died miſerably in their paſſage; but could never get one 
ſati factory anſwer. Somebody, they know not who, 
had written = letter to his friend or couſin from thence, 
inviting him by all means to come over; that it was a fine 
fruicful country, and to be held for ever at a penny an 
acre. But the truth of the fact is this: the Engliſh eſta- 
bliſhed in thoſe colonies are in great want of men to inha- 
bit that tract of ground, v hich lies between them and the 
il Indians, who are not reduced under their domini- 
| on. We rcad of ſome barbarous people, whom the Ro- 
mans placed in their army for no other ſervice than to 
blunt their enemies ſwords, and af:erwards to fill up 
- trenches with their dead bodies. And thus our people, 
who tranſport themſelves, are ſettled in thoſe interjacent 
tracts, as a ſcreen againſt the inſults cf the ſavages ; and 
may have as much lands as they can clear from the woods 
at a very reaſonable rate, if they can afford to pay about 
a hundred years purchaſe by their labour. Now, beſides 
the fox's reaſon, F which inclines all thoſe who have al- 
ready ventured thither to repreſent every thing in a falſe 
light, as well for juſlify ing their own conduct, as for get- 
ting companions in their miſery ; the governing people in 
theſe plantations have alſo wilely provided, that no Ict- 
ters ſhal! be ſuffered to pals from thence hither without 
being firſt viewed by the council; by which our gw 
VN SEAT here 


+ The fox who, having loſt his tail, would have perſuaded the 
reſt io cut off the. xs. | 


Ig. 
the 
ces 
tor 
ats, 
iti 


re. 


No. 19. THE INTELLIGENCER. 371 


here are wholly deceived in their opinions they have of the 
happy condition of the friends gone before them. This 
was — diſcovered ſome months ago byan honeſt 
man, who having tranſported himſelf and family thither, 
and finding all things directiy contrary to his hope, had 
che luck to convey a private note by a faithful hand to 
his relation here, entreating him not to think of ſuch a 
voyage, and to diſcourage all his friends from attempting 


it. Yet this, although it be a truth well known, hath 
produced very little effect; which is no manner of won- 
der: for as it is natural to a man in a fever to turn often 


although without any hope of eaſe ; or when he iz pur- 
ſued to leap down a precipice to avoid an enemy juſt at 
his back ; ſo men in the extremeit degree of miſery and 


want will naturally fly to the firſt appearance of relief, 


let it be ever ſo vain or viſtonary. 


Vu may obſerve, that I have very ſuperficially nb 


ed the ſubject I began with, and with the utmoſt caution: 
for I know how criminal the leaſt complaint hath been 
thought, however ſenſonable or juſt or honeſtly intended, 


which hath forced me to offer up my daily, prayers, that 


it may never, at'teaſt in my time, be interpreted by inu- 


endos as a lalie, ſcandalous, feditious, and diſaffected 


action for a man to roar under an acute fit of the gent; 
which, beſide the loſs and the danger, would be very 


inconveniem to one of my age, ſo ſeverely afflicted with 
that diſtemper. 


| wiſh you good ſucceſs, but I can promiſe you little, 
in an un grateful office you have taken up without the leaſt 
vie w either to reputation or profit. Perhaps your com- 
fort is, that none but villains and betrayers of their coun- | 
try can be your exemics. Upon which I have little to 
fay, having not the honour to be acquainted with many 
of that fort ; and therefore, as you may * A 


comp:iled to lead a very retired life. 


Jan, Saa, 
Your maſt obedient 
County of W A, NoiTy. 
„ } VE | 
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1, earl of W——n, |-{4 ! t of Le- 
I-, by the force of a wonderful conftituticn hath paſ. 
ſed ſome years, his grand climacteric, without any viſi- 
ble effects of old age either on his body or his mind, and 
in ſpire of a continual proſtitution to thoſe vices which 
uſually wear out both. His behaviour is in all he forms 
of a young man at five and twenty. Whether he walks, 
or whiſtles, or ſwears, or talks bawdy, or calls names, he 
acquits himſelf in each beyond a templar of three years 


ſtanding. With the ſame grace, and in the ſame ſtile 


be will rattle his coachman in the middle of the ſtreet, 


where he is governor of the kingdom: and all this is 


without conſequence, becauſe it is in his character, and 
what cvery body expects. He ſcems to be but an ill 


lents he molt practiſes, and molt values hiniſelf upon. 
The ends he has gained by lying appeared to be more 
ow ing to the 1 than the art of them: his lies 
being ſome imes detected in an hour, often in a day, and 


alwas in a week. He tells them freely in mixed com- 


panies, though he knows half of thoſe that hear him to 
be his ene mies, and is fure they will diſcover them the 


moment they leave him. He fears ſolemnly he loves, 


and will ſerve you; and your back is no ſooner turned, 
but he tells thoſe about him you are a dog and a raſcal. 
He goes conſtantly to rrayers in the forms of his place, 
and will talk bawdy and blaſphemy at the chapel door. 
He is a preſbyterian in politics, and an atheilt in religi- 
on; but he chooſes at preſent to whore with a papilt. 


In his commerce with mankind his general rule is, to 
' endeavour to impoſe on their underftinding, for which 


| he has but one receipt, a compoſition of lies and oaths : 
and this he applies indiſſerently to a freeholder of forty 


ſhillings, and a privy-counie!lor ; by which the eaſy and 
the honeſt are often either deceived or amuſed, and 


either way he gains his point, He u ill openly take away 
your employment to-day, becauie y.u are not of his 
party; to-morrow he will meet or fend for you, as if 
nothing at all had paſſcd, lay his hands with much 
frien 


_ ſomething in the houſe ; that yuu mult be ſure to * 


diſſembler, and an ill liar, though they are the two ta- 


up on your ſhoulders, and with the greateſt eaſe 
and familiarity tell you that the faction are driving at 
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and to ſpeak to a!l your friends to be there, though he 
knows at the ſame time, that you and your friends are 


- againſt him in the very point he mentions : and however 


abſurd, ridiculous and groſs this may appear, he has of- 
ten found it ſucceſsful, ſome men having ſuck an auk- 
ward baſhfulneſs, they know not how to reiuſe ona 
ſudden, and every man having ſomething to fearor hope, 
which often hinders them from driving things to ex- 
tremes with perſons of power, whatever provocations 
they may have received. He hath tunk his fortune by 
endeavouring to ruin one kingd m, and hath raiſed it by 
going far in the ruin of another. With a good natural 


underſtanding, a great fluency in ſpeaking, and no ill 


taſte of wit, he is generally the worſt companion in the 
world ; his thoughts being wholly taken up between 
vice and politics, io that bawdy, prophaneneſs and buſi- 
neſs fill up his whole converſation. Lo gratify himſelf 
in the two firſt he makes uſe of ſuitable favourites, whoſe 
talents reach no higher than to entertain him with all 
the lewdneſs that paſtes in town. As for buſineſs, he is 
ſaid to be very dextrous at that part of it which turns 
upon intrigue, and he ſeems to have transferred thoſe ta- 


| Tents of his youth for intriguing with women, into pub. 


lic affairs. For as ſome vain young fellows, to make a 


_ gallantry appear of conſequence, will chooſe to venture 


their necks by climbing up a wall or window at mid- 
night to a common wench, where they might as freely 
have gone in at the door, and at noon-day ; fo his excel- 


lency, either to keep himſelf in practice, or advance the 
fame of his politicks, affec̃ts the moſt obſcure, trouble- 
ſme and winding paths, even in the moſt common af- 


fairs, thoſe which would be brought about as well in the 
ordinary forms, or would follow of courſe whether he 
intervened or not. | 


He bears the gallantries of his lady with the indiffe- 


' rence cf a floic,, and thinks them well recompenſed by a 


return of children to ſupport his tamily without the fa- 
tignes of being a father. He has three predominant 
pattions, which you will ſeldom find urited in the fame 
man, as ariſing from diff-rent diſpoſitions of mind, and 
natu ally thwarting each other: theſe are, love of power, 
love of money, and love of pleaſure; they ride him ſome- 


2 In a corner of the park, 


juſt under hi 2 was much annoyed wich a dog- 
upon which 


| which belonged to the government; 
applied to Thomas, earl of Pembrokr, then lord lieu- 


tenant, and to the commiſſioners of the revenue for a 


ſhillings His excellency, 
IL —— told of this leale, 


an by his abſolute auchority commanded Mr. Proby to 


| furrender 
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there came over to make his court one Dr. d, 
of D-——n C— ge, noted in that kingdom for 


Which he was a member. Ihe merit of this, and ſome 
ther principles ſuitable to it, recommended by Tom 
B—d—k, fo far i 


lady, he thought, by addreſling there, to have f beg 
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encouraged, grew | 
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wit it from a gentleman of that 
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Upon bis excellency's being — lend Hennangnt,- 


being 
the only clergyman that declared for taking off the facra- 
mental teſt, as he did openly in their convocation, of 


ed him with his „that 
being provided of a proper « = already, he took him 
however into a great degree of favour : the doctor at- 
tended his excellency to Ireland, and obſerving a cait 
wench in the family to be in much confidence with my 


open paſſage to He met with great ſucceſs 
in his amour; and walking one day with his miſtreſs after 


my lady faid to 
his excellency, © What do you think ? we are going to 


** loſe poor Foydy,” a name of fondneſs they u 
gave her. How do you mean?” faid my 1 


after the of C—x falling void, to ſhew he 
meant fair, he married his damſel publicly here in Lon- 
don, and his excellency 1s honourably engaged his cre- 


infamous, that both the a—chb——ps here, 


eſpecially his gr—ce of Y—k, interpoſed with the queen, 


| + It . as a conceit of his excellency, that, 


talki this he ſaid with pleaſure, that he 
r 
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Brown, provoſt of Dublin college, being then in town, 
her majeſty was pleaſed to nominate him; ſ that Dr. 


L--d was forced to fit down with a moderate deanery in 


the northern parts of that kingdom, and the additional 


comfort of a ſweet lady, who brought this her firſt huf- 


band no other portion, than a couple of olive branches 


for his table, though ſhe herſelf hardly knows by what 


hand they were planted. f 

The queen relerv-s all the great employments of Irc- 
land to be given by herielf, though often by the recom- 
mendation of the chief governor, according to his credit 
at court. The provoſtihip of Dublin college is of this 


number, which was now vacant, upon the promotion of 


Dr. Brown ; Dr. Benjamin P—tt, a fellow of that col- 


lege, and chaplain to the houte of commons of that kiag- | 


dom, as well as domeſtic chaplain to the duke of Or- 


mond, was at that time here, in attend mce upon the 


duke. He is a gentleman of good birth and fortune in 
Ireland, and lived here in a very decent fizure : he is a 


per ſon of wit and learning, has travel ed and converſed 
in the beſt company, and was very much cteemed among 
us here when I had the pleaſure of his acquaintance : 


but he had the original fin of being a reputed tory, and a 
dependent on the duke of Orm-nd, huwever, he had 
many friends among the biſhops and other nobility to ge- 


commend him to the queen; at the la: we time therc was 
another fellow of tha: college, ne Dr Hall, who bad 


much the advantage of P—tt in point of ſenigricy; this 
gent!eman had very little introduced hinfeif into the 
world, but lived retircd, though other ile ſaid to be an 


excellent perſon, and very deſ-rving for his learning and 


ſenſe: he had been recommended lrum Ireland by ſeve- 
ral perſons, and his excellency, who hat never before 


ſeen nor thought of him, after having tri-d to injure the 


college by recommending perſons from this fide, at luſt 
tet up H— Il, with all imeginable zeal, agiink P—tt. 
Itell this ſtory the mere fully, becar ſe it is aſirmed, by 
his exceilency's friends, that he nel made more we 
of his cou:t fkill, than at this time, to fp Dr P— tts 
promotion, not only from the perſonal hatred he had to 
the man, on account of his pation and principles, but 


great a ſcandal to the church, and Dr. 
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that he might return to Ireland with ſome little opinion 


of his credit at court; which had mightily ſuffered by 
many diſappointments, eſpecially that of his chaplain Dr. 
L—d. It would be incredible to relate the many artifi- 
ces he uſed to this end, of which the doctor had daily 
intelligence, and would fairly tell his excellency ſo at his 
levees, who ſometimes could not conceal his ſurprize, 
and then would promiſe, with half a dozen oaths, never 


to concern himſelf one way or other; thele were broke 


every day, and every day detected. One morning, af- 
ter ſome expoſtulation between the doctor and his ex- 
cellency, and a few additional oaths, that he would ne- 


ver oppoſe him more, his excellency went immediately 


to the bithop of E—v, and prevailed on him to go to 
the queen from him, and let her majeſty know, taat he 
never could conſent, as long as he lived, that Dr. P tt 
ſhould be provoſt, which the biſhop barely complied 
with, and delivered his metlage : though at the fame 
time he did the doctor all the good cilices he could. The 
next day the doctor was again with lis excelleney, and 


gave him thanks for ſo open a proceeding ; the affair | 


was now paſt diſſembling, and his excellency owned he 


did not oppoſe him directly, but confeſſed he did it calla- 


terally. The doctor, a little warmed, ſaid, No, my 
lord, you mean direfly you did not, but zdire#ly you 


did.“ The concluſion was, that the queen named the 
doctor to the place; and, as a further mortification, juſt 


upon the day ef his excellency's departure for Ireland. 

But here | muſt deſire the reader's pirdon, if I cannot 
digeſt the following facts in ſo good a manner as I in- 
tznded ; becauſe it is thought expedient, for ſome rea- 
ſons, that the world ſhould be informed of his excellen- 
cy's meciits as ſoon as potlible, I vill therefore only 


_ tranſcribe the ſeveral paſſages as they were ſent me from 
Dublin, without either correcting the ſtile, or adding 


any remarks of my own. As they are, they may ſerve 
for hints to any perton, who may hereatter have a mind 
to write memoirs of his excellency's life. = 


A REIAT ION 


3%/ĩ A SHORT CHARACTER OF 


ARztaTiON of ſeveral Facts, exactly as they were 
tranſmitted to me from Ireland about three 


of quality, and in employment there. 


\HE exe] of Rochfort's regiment of dragoons was 
embarqued for her majelly's ſervice abroad, on 


a 
them, which were ſubſiſted in order to mount another 


regiment to fill up their room; ; as the horſes of lieutenant- 


general Harvey's regiment had formerly mounted a regi- 
ment raiſed, and ſtill commanded by the duke of Or- 
mond; on which occaſion the duke had her majeſty's 
orders only for as much money as would ſupply the 
oof the horſes till the regim nt was raiſed, which 


ö eta But that which was to ſupply the 
earl of Rochſort s, had not a commiſſion till the 
0th of April, 1710, and all the pa y from the 27th of 
Auguſt to time (being ab ve Jeet was taken un- 
der pretence ping the horſes, buying new ones in 
the room of ſuch as ſhould be wanting or unſerviceable, 


and for providing accoutrements for the men and horſes. 


As for the lalt uſe, thoſe are always produced out of the 
funds for providing cloathing, and the duke of Ormond 
did ſo: as for horſes wanting, they are very few, and the 

have orders to provide them another way ; the 
keeping the horſes did not amount to 70e. by the ac- 


counts laid before the committee of parliament: fo there 
was at leaſt 5,c00/. charged to the nation, more than the 


real charge could amount to. 
Mrs. at firſt coming over, expected the benefit 
of the box-money ; and accordingly talked of ſelling it 


for about 2oo/. but at laſt was told ſhe muit expect but 


part of it, and that the grooms of the chamber, and 
other ſervants, would deſerve a conſideration for their 
attendance ; accordingly his excellency had it brought 
to him every night, and, to make it worth his receiving, 
my lady gave great encouragement to play: fo that, by 


a moderate computation, it amounted to near 1,008. 


months ago, and at ſeveral times, from a perſon 


27th of Auguſt, 1700, and left their horſes behind 
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of which a ſmall ſhare was given to the grooms of the 
chamber, and the reſt made a per er quiſite to his excellency. | 
and a biſhopric pro- 
miſed her, the other pretenſions were cut off. 
He mer licutenant-general Lengfizn is the count of 
requelle, and profented = gentlemen i him, ſaying, 
is a particular friend of mine; he tells me he is 


* a lieutenant in your regiment ; I muſt deſire you will 
boys take the firſt opportunity t to give him a troop, and you 


% will —— mightily.” The lieutenant- general an- 
ſwered, © bayonet» and had very good 
* a troop, and at he would ajoc dh ths 


« beſt chat fell.” With this the gentleman was mighty 
well ſatisfied, returned thanks, and withdrew. Upon 
which his excellency ſaid immediately, | was forced 


* to ſpeak for him, as a great many of his friends have 
„votes at elections; but, damn him, he is a rogue, 
«© therefore take no care for him.” 

He brought one M—y to the duke of Ormond, and re- 


_ commended him as a very honeſt gentleman, and defired 
his grace would provide for him; which his grace pro- 


miſed. So M—y withdrew. As ſoon as he was gone, 


his lordſhip immediately faid to the duke, * That fel. 


low is the greateft rogue in Chriſtendom.” 
Col. C-. -- having received pay, for ſome time, in 
two or three regiments, as captain, but never done any 


to Cadiz under the duke of Ormond, 
he had not pretenbons enough 10 riſe, after he had 
the laſt employment he had, applied to his excellency, 


who repreſented him in ſuch a light, that he got above 


gool. as an arrear of half-pay, which he had no title to, 


and a penſion of 108. per day; but he reckoning this as 
much too little for his wants, as every body elſe did too 


much for his pretenſions, gave in a ſecond petition to the 
mathe a finides addition of 10s. a day; which being 
referred to his excellency, he gave him a favourable re- 
port, by means whereof, it is hoped, his merit will be 
Rill 4 rewarded. He turned out 21788 

his wife 


| keeper of Chapel -izod gate, though he 


were each above fixty years old, without allgning any 
cauſe, and they are now ſtarving. 2 


382 A SHORT CHARACTER OF 
As for the buſineſs of the arſenal, it was the product of 
chance, and never fo much as thought of by the perſons 
who of late have given ſo many good reatons tor the 
building it; till upon enquiring into the funds, they were 
found to hold out fo well, that there was a necetlity of 


deſtroying fixty or ſeventy thouſand pounds, otherwiſe 


his excellency, for that time, could hardly have had the 


_ eredit of taxing the kingdom: upon this occaſion, many 


projects were propoſed, all which at laſt gave way to 
the propoſal of a worthy perion,who had often perſuaded 


the nation to do itſelf a great deal of harm, by attempt- 


ing to do itſelf a little good, which was, that forty thou- 
ſand arms ſhould be provided for the militia, and awmu- 


| nition in proportion, to be kept in four arienals to be 


built for that purpoſe : this was accordingly put into 
the heads of a bill, and then this worthy patriot, with his 
_ uſual fincerity, declared he would not conlent to the 
giving of money for any other uſe; as every body 
thought by the words he ſpoke, though afterwards he 
ſhewed them, that his meaning was not to be known by 
the vulgar acceptation of words ; for he not only gave 


his conſent to the bill, but uſed all the art and industry 
he was matter of, to have it pais; though the money was 


applied in it, to the building one arienal only, and am- 
munition and other ſtores proportionable, without one 
word of the militia. So the arſenal was conceived, and 
afterwards formed in a proper manner; but when ir came 
to be brought forth, his excellency took it out ot the hands 
that had tormed it as far as he could, and, contrary ty 
all precedents, put it out of the care of the ordnance- 


board, who were properly to have taken care of he re- 
ceipt and payment of the money, without any further 
charge to the public, and appointed his ſecond ſecretary, 
M. Denton to be p:ymaiter, whoſe ſalary was a charge 


of above five hundred pounds in the whole: then, think- 
ing this was too {m-]] a charge to put the public to for 
nothing, he made an eſtabliſnment tor that work, con- 
_ fiſting of one luperimencant at three pounds per week, 
eight overſeers at ſeven pounds four ſhillings a week, and 
ſixteen aſiſtants at feven pounds four ſhillings a week, 
making in all ſeventeen pounds eight ſhillings a week : 
and theſe were, for the greater part, perſons who had no 
Is knowledge 
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knowledge of ſuch buſineſs, and their honeſty was 


to their know legde, as it has ſince appeared by the noto- 
_ rious cheats and neglects that have been made out againſt 
them, inſomuch that the work that they have overſeen, 


which, wich their falary, has coſt near three thouſand 

unds, might have been done for leſs th.n eighteen 
— pounds, if it had been agreed for by the yard, 
which is the uſual method, and was ſo propoſed in the 
eſtimate. And this is all a certainty, becauſe all that 


has been done, was only removing earth, which has 


been exactly computed by the yard, and might have 
been ſo agreed for. 


Philip S—v—ze, eſq; as chancellor of the exchequer, 


demanded fees ot the commilitoners of the revenue for 


ſealing writs in the queen's buſineſs, and ſhewed them 
for it tome precedenis; but they, not being well ſatiſ- 
fied with them, wrote to Mr. South, one of the commiſſi - 
oners, then in London, to enquire the practice there. 
He tent them word, upon enquiry, that fees were paid 
there upon the like cates; ſo they adjudged it for him, 
and conttantly paid him fees. It therefore there was a 
tault, it muſt lie at their door, for he never offered 
to top the b. nels ; yet his excelleney knew fo well how 
to cho ſe an attorney and follicitor- general, that, when 
ms cafe was referred to them, they gave it againlt the 
chancellor, and ſaid he had forfeited his place by it, and 
ought to refund the money, being about two hundred 
pounds per annum. But never found any fault in the com- 


miſfoners, who adjudged the caſe for him, and might 


have tefuſed him the money if they had thought fit: 
Capt. Robert F=—d, father to the preſent e—I of 


K -——e, had a grant from king Charles the ſecond of the 


office of comptroller of the muſters, during the lives of 
capt. C——s 3 ——n, now c- of M- h, and 
George J-, elder brother to the preſent —1 of 
K e; which the faid Robert F- d enjoyed ui h a 
ſalary of three hundred pounds per annum; and, after 


his death, his fon George enjoyed it; till my lord Cle 


wy did, by threars, compel him to ſurrender the faid | 
patent for a penſion of two hundred pounds per annum, 
which he enjoyed during his life. Some time ago the 
preſent 6-—1 of K——e, as heir to his father ans brother, 


levked 


lords juſtices of this kingdom; who, 
on, ordered the attorney- general aire whether the 


free him from an office that would put it out of his pow- 
er to wrong the crown; and to ſtrengthen his pretenſi- 


ons, put my lady in mind of what money he had loſt. 


her at play ; who immediately, out of a 


to ſenſe 
of benefits received, railed as much againſt the lords 


As green 
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in conſideration thereof, that his excellency would 
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(now having given his word for it) he will, beyond all 
doubt, effectually for the future: though fince it has 
been plainly made appear, that for want of ſome con- 
truul on that office, her majeſty has been wronged of 


many hundred pounds by the roguery of a clerk; and 


that during the time of his excellency's government, of 
which there has b-en but a ſmall part refunded, and ihe 


| reſt has not been enquired after, leſt it ſhould make it 
_ plainly appear, that a comptroller in that office is abſo- 


lutely neceſſary. 
His excelleney being de ſirous, for a private reaſon, to 


provide for the worthleſs ſon of 2 worthleſs father, who 


had lately fold his company, and, of courſe, all preten- 
ſions to preferment in the army, this opportunity : 


A captain in the oldelt regiment in the kingdom, being 


worn out with ſervice, deſired leave to fell, which was 
granted him ; and accordingly, for a conſideration agreed 
upon, he gave a reſignation of his company to a perſon 
approved of by the commander of the regiment, who, 


at the ſame time applied to his excellency for leave for 
another captain of his regiment, who is an engineer in 
her majeſty's ſervice in Spain, and abſent by her maje- 
ſty's licence: his excellency hearing that, fail 3 
might give him a company in Spain, for he would diſpole 
of this here; and fo, notwithſtanding all the commanders 
was regularly ſurrendered, to his worthy favourite; and 
the other company, which was a diſputable title, to the 


regiinent could urge, he gave the company, which 


gentleman who had raid his money for that which was 
ſurrendered. Talking one morning as he was dreſſing 


(at leaſt a dozen people preſent). of the debates in coun- 
_ cil, about the affairs of Trim, he ſaid the lord chiet juſtice 


D— had laid down as law a thing, for which a man 
ought to have his gown ſtripped off, and be whipped at 
the cart's a—e ; and in leſs than a quarter of an hour, re- 
peated the expreſſion again: yet ſome days after ſent Dr. 


 L—dto affure his lordſhip he iaid no ſuch thing. Some 
time after, while he was in England, he uſed his utmoſt 


efforts with the queen to turn him out, but could not : 
and when he came once again, he took an opportunity 
(when the judges were to wait on him) to ſay to them, 


Vol. III. 


icularly to lord chief juſtice D, that perhaps 
"Y j ; R g ſome 
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ſome cfficious perſons might ſpread tories, that he had 
_ endeavoured to do ſome of them a prejudice in England, 
which he aſſured them he never had ; but on the contra- 
ry would always, without diftinftion, ſhew his 
a:cording to merit; which the lord chief juſtice B— was 
pleaſed to approve of, by ſaying (that was very honour- 
able, Lu _ very gracious) though he knew the con- 
mſelf. 


In England he bid Mr. Deering aſſure all bis friends 


nnd acquaintance here, that they and every body might 


depend on his favour, as they bchaved themſelves ; with 
which Mr. Deering was much pleaſed, and wrote over to 
his friends accordive!y ; and as ſoon his back was turn- 
ed, he jeeringly ſaid, D---mn me, how eaſily he is 
& bit.” When the Duke of Ormond was in the govern- 
ment, he gave to Mr. Anderſon Saunders the government 
of Wicklow-caftle, which has no ſalary, but a perquiſite 
of ſome land worth about 121. per annum, which Mr. 
Saunders gave to the free-ſchooul of the town; but his ex- 
cellency, not liking either the perſon or the uſe, without 
any ceremony, or reaſon given, ſuperſeded him, by giv- 
ing a commiſſion for it to J -s the horſe-courier, who 
lies under ſeveral odious and ſcandalous reflections, par- 


ticularly of very narrowly cicaping the gallows for coin- 
ing. Some time after, his cxcellency linding the fecond 


time, he ſent tor Mr. Saunders, among others, defiring 
their good offices in the enſuing ſeſſion, and that Mr. Saun- 
ders would not take amiſs his giving that place to J. —s, 
fax he aſſured him he did not know it belonged to him, 
Which 1s highly probable, becauſe men of his knowledge 
uſually give away things, without enquiring how they 
are in their diſpoſal. Mr. Saunders aniwered him, © He 
* was very glad to find what was done was not out of 
& any particular diſpleaſure to him, becaui Mr Whit- 
« ſhed had ſaid at Wicklow, by way ot apology for 
* what his excellency had done, that it was oc.altoned 
* by Mr. Saunders having it; and fecing his exccilency 
% had no ill iptention againſt him, was glad he could 
tell his excsli-ne, it was not legall given away, for 
« he h d a cuſtodium for the land cut of the court of 


% exchequer ; % his cxcellency's cento could do 


him nv prejudice,” 
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Lieutenant- Echlin had pay on this eftabliſh- 
ment as brigadier, till the middle of October, 1708, 


when he was removed from it by his excellency, becauſe 


his regiment went away at that time, and heutenant-ge- 
neral G—— was put in his room. Some time after, ma- 

jor-general Rook, coalidering the reaſon why Echlin was 
removed, concluded, that G could nt come on, 


till ſome time in February after, becauſe kis regiment | 


was alſo out of the kingdom till that time, and therefore, 
he being the eldeſt general officer, that had no pay as 


ſuch, was entitled to the brigadier's pay, from the time 


Echlin was removed till G=—— was quali ed to receiv? 
it; he having done the duty. Hi, excellency upon hear- 
ing the reaſon, owned it to be a very gocd one, and 
told him if the money were not paid to G he ſhould 

have it, ſo bid him go fee; which he did, and found it 
was: then his excellency told him he would refer his 
cale to a court of general officers to give their opinion in 
it, which he ſaid muſt needs be in his favour; and upon 
that ground he would find a way to do him right; yet 


and made them give the caſe aginſt Rook. 5 

When the proſecuting againſt the diſſenting miniſters 
in Drogheda was depending, one Stephens, a lawyer in 
this town of Dublin, ſent his excellency, then in London, 


a petition, in the name of the ſaid diſſenting minifter, in 


behalf of himſelf and others who lay under any ſuch pro- 
ſccution; and, in about a fortnight's time, his excelleney 
{ent over a letter, to the then lords juſtices, to give the at- 
torney and ſollicitor gcucral's orders, to enter a aal proſe- 
gui to all ſuch ſuits: which was done accordingly, though 
he never ſo much as enquired into the merit of the cauſe, 


or reterred the petition to any body, which is a juſtice 


done to al! men, let the cate be never folight. He ſaid 


he had her meeity's orders for it, but they did not ap- 


pe ir un ler her hand; and it i: gengrally aft. med he ne- 
ver had ny 

That his cxcchiency can deſcend to ſmall gains, take 
this inſtapge: there was 85 l. ordered by her majeſty to 
buy new livelies for the Rate ti upets, meſflengere, &c. 
but with great induſtry he got them made cheaper b 
202], which he ſaved out of cat ſum; and it is — | 
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that his ſteward got a handſome conſideration beſide, 
from the undertaker. | 
The agent to his regiment, being ſo alſo to others, 
bought a lieutenant's commiſhon in a regiment of foot, 
for which he never was to do any duty, which ſervice 
pleaſed his excellency ſo well, that he gave him leave to 
buy a company, and would have had him kept both; 
— Ges Wang, the former was dit 
The lord lieutenant has no power to remove or put in 
a a folicitor general without the queen's letter, it being one 
of thoſe employments excepted out of his commithon ; 
yet, becauſe Sir R— . diſobliged him, by voting 
according to his opinion, he removed him, and put in 
„though he had no queen's letter for ſo doing, 
only a letter from Mr. evetary Boyle that her majeſty 
e 
The privy council in Ireland, have a great ſhare of the 
adminiſtration, all things being As Cy Ge Os of 
the majority, and they fign all orders and proclamations | 
there, as well as the chief governor. Don bis envelivacy 
diſliked fo great a ſhare of power in any but himſelf: and 
when matters were debated in council, otherwiſe than 
de approved, he would ſtop them, and ſay, Come, my 
© lords, I ſee how your opinions are, and therefore I will 
„ and ſo would put an end to the 
One of his chief favourites was a ſcandalous clergy- 
jpegs Nr 


ed publicly with bi excellenc » but never in his habit, 
who a hearer and ſharer of all the lewd and blai- 


| phemous diſcourſes of his excellency and his cabal. His 
excellency preſented this worthy divine to one of the 
with the following recommendation My 
lord, is a very honeſt fellow, and has no fault 
but that he is a little too immoral.” He made this 
man chaplain to his regiment, though he had been fo in- 
famous, that a b——þ in England refuſed to admit him 
to a living he had been preſented to, till the patron for- 
ced him to it by law. 
: His excellency recommended the earl of to be 
ene of the lords juſtices in his abſence, and was much 
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mortified, when he found lieutenant-general — by ap- 
pointed, without any regard to his recommendation 
particularly becauſe the uſual ſalary of a lord juftice in 


the lord lieutenant's abſence, is 1906l. per month, and he 


had bargained with the earl for 40l. 
I will ſend you in a pacquet or two ſome particulars of 
is excellency's uſage of the convocation, of his infamous 


intrigues with Mrs. C---ngſby, an account of his arbi- 
trary proceedings about the election of a magiſtrate in 
„and poor 


Trim, his barbarous injuſtice to dean } | 
Will Crow ; his deciding a caſe at hazard to get my lady 
twenty guineas. but in ſo ſcandalous and unfair a man- 


ner, that the arranteſt ſharper would be aſhamed of ; 


the common cuſtom of play ing on ſunday in my lady's 


cloſet ; the partie guarret between her ladyſhip and Mrs, 


L and two young 5 privately and fre- 
quently at Clontarf, where uſed to go in a hac 

coach; and his excellency's l 
in a hedge tavern whenever he was invited; with ſome 


other patlages,which, I hope, you will put into ſome me- 


thod, and correct the ſtile, and publiſh as ſpeedy as you 
a - 

Note, Mr S——ge, befides the perſecution about his 
fees, was turned out of the council for giving his vote in 
parliament in a caſe where his excellency's own friends 
were of the ſame opinion, till they were wheedled or 
threatened our of it by his excellency. The particulars 
before mentioned I have not yet received ; whenever they: . 
rome, I Hall pabiiſh them in a ſecond part. 
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Remancs on Dr. Swirr's Tracts relating to 
IS ELAN D. 


Taken from Mr. DAN E SWwiIrr's Ess av. 


Theſe tracts may, for any thing I know to the contrary, be 


thought local and temporary; and perhaps for that reaſon may 
chance to be neglected by ſucceedi: g generations; which happe 1s 
to be the fate of almoſt all other points of hiſtory, excepting thoſe 
only which are ſtiffly ſupported by the clamour and virulence of 
contending parties, according to their ſeveral views and intereſts in 
the commonwealth. But as the writings of Dr. Swift, and particu- 
larly the Drapier's letters are founded on the tecure baſis of the laws 
of his country, and ſupported throughout the whole with the 
warmeſt zeal for liberty, they will tor ever command the vencra- 
tion of thoſe who are not unworthy to enjoy the bleſſings of our 
conſtitution. For although it be a truth ſcarce ever regarded, the 
ſubject matter which happens to give riſe to any politic l treatiſe 
whatſoever is but of little conſequence; that ſpirit which is conveys 
ed in the writings of a patriot, who is equally faithful to his King 
and country, being that alone which improveth our faculties, and 
therefore hath a claim to all the deepeſt of our attention, lit what 
age or nation ſoever boaſt of the honour of his genius. Bur if the 
inhabitants of theſe nations, ar d particularly the people of Ireland, 
will continue to be like the dead adder, which retuſeth to hear the 


voice of the charmer, charm he never io wiſcly; the time may 
come, when, for want of a patriot inſpired like Dr. Swift to apprite 
them of their danger, they may e doomed to chains and ſlavery, _ 
by the contrivance of ſomꝭe wicked impoſtor that may lie in wait 
for their deſtruction. Conſider therefore, ye fons of Ireland, what 


hardſhi ps had lik to have been inflicted upon your wiſe, your cou» 
rageous patriot z coniuler wht periecutions were ſet on tout againſt 
him by faves and wrde, for no other crime but that of defend- 
ing your libert'{*, or rather indeed for maintaining the very exiſte 
ence of vour contre, again one vile infignrficant mechanic. Ihink 
not bec uſe that er . day is pat, that in the womb ot time there 


cannot be any further projects to unlermine your Lbertics. Have 
ye not ſcen pietended patriots of lu: ears u aich have proftituted 
theis iwrlous pers h fe ve the vent purbufet z but thanks be to 
Cot! their writiagg“ ber“ bei Hed and thetr names are univerſally 
prenouncesd with aboorionte, contempt, and exerration. Read 
ther- ore and mbibe the politi ut proncip) nes Dr. Swift z engrave 
them un the t bio eur a & 54 them unde u chi :en's 
chalkdiren 5 and abt e all thongs fret ito, fix an indekple wal 
ef infamy upon thol- men, vio er words, their actions, — 
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other wicked inſinuating artifices, endeavour to ſap the vitals of 
your liberty. For be affured, that in the day of trial they will ap- 
prove themſelves to their maſters to be corrupted ſlaves and traitors 
to their country. | 
As to the piece intitled, A view of the tate of Ireland, 
arritten in 1727, [above, p. 164. 1 cannot but declare myſelf hear- 
tily ſorry, that 1 am forced to diſagree with Lord Orrery with re- 
zard to his critic on it [above, p. 171.] For ſurely among all the 
pleaſures and delights which have any reſpe& unto this habitable 
world, there can be none more generous, more intellectual, and 
more divine, than to rejoice in the proſperity of our country. But 
alas! the miſeries of Ireland being the effects of a thouſand cauſes, 
are, I am afraid, incurable. At leaft all remedies but one (which 
is 2boliſhing the uſe of geld and filver out of the whole commu- 
nity; a ſcheme too philoſophical, and perhaps too chimerical for ſo 
coirupted an 2ge to reduce into practice) appear to be ſo exceedingly 
deſperate, thut I verily believe it would require a legiſlator equal 
to the conductor of the Iſraelites out of the land of Egypt, to make 
them a rich and flouriſhing people, notwithſtanding the fertility of 
their ſoil, 2nd the temperature of their climate. | 
I wonder, that any man could poſſibly refide for the greater part 
of cighteen vears in Ireland, without remarking to his infinite re- 
gret, that no peo; le in the Chriſtian world are ſo deftitute of rai- 
ment, food, and all the conveziencies of life, as the inhabitants of 
that wretched kingdom, notwithſtanding that by God and nature 
it is perhaps the moſt favoured of any country upon earth. Opti- 
ma ratio, peſſima gent, was, I remember, Dr, Switt's periphraſis for 
Ireland, whenever bis patriot indignation was raiſed againft the ab- 
ſurdity of their conduct and politics. 5 8 
In the fort view the Doctor enum erates fourteen cauſes of any 
country's flouriſhing and growing rich, and then examines what ef- 
fees ariſe from theſe cauſes in Ireland. 1 am well convinced, 
that ſer c few alterations have taken place ſince 1727. But whe- 
ther in tact theſe alterations have at all contributed to the interet 
of the weal public; or whether it appears thev have had the leaſt 
efle&t towards baniſhing complaint fem our ftreets, is at preſent 
ene of th points to be corfidered; and the other is, how far the re- 
marke ot Nr, Sw:tr ove <qually true at this day as they were in 1727. 
F cannot {vtinft pon it, lar Ireland, with re ꝛc rd to twelve 
art ci it of the fouricen, it juit in the tine condition, and . 


bours unter ch f. ne difadi Mags, 15135: Pre CM Year I” 54, as it 
did in he vear 1725, 


— 


With re 4c ro me ſevemheticle abe, „ 1656, 167 ] which 
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ny the encguragt) ent of ad- 
culture; Ireland if by fir th a u fr lhuatrer zt er ent than i 
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the fineſt roads perhaps in the world, have been made ſince that 


5 — flocks and herds have been only thereby multiplied. And 


ough it be aſſerted by Lord Orrery [above, p. 122 | 


culture is cultivated [i e. that the culture of land is vated] in 
Ireland ; the greater part of the huſbandmen, the labourers and 
the poor, have, merely for the ſake of thoſe curſed catile which are 


the bane of Ireland, bee driven out of their wretched habitations, 


and baniſhed the country, helpleſs, naked and forlorn ; to rot, ſtarve, 
and periſh in leſolate places, to the great diminution of the inhabi- 

And as to the fourteenth article [above, p. 165, 168,] the peo- 
ple of Ireland, by their folly, their madneſs, their luxury, and diſ- 


regard to all. public intereſt, are by many degrees in a more wretch=- 
ed condition than they were in 1727; the moſt common neceſſa- 


_ ries, even their corn, their ale, and their potatoes, being to the 


ſhame and confuſion of their politics, imported from abroad, as 


well as their tea, their claret, and their ſpices. | 
As to the pamphlet intituled, A modeſ# propoſal, etc. above, p. 
18.) it is a humorous treatiſe, equally the product of 33 
olence; and ſeemeth to have bern written in the bitterneſs 
of the Dean's ſoul, and principally addreſſed to the conſideration of 


thoſe mercileſs tyrants which ſtarve and oppreſs their fellow crea- 


tures, even to the ſhame and deſtruction of their country. His 
propoſal is, to fatten up the children of beggars, cottagers and farm- 
ers, as they do lambs and pigs for the markets, and ſell their 
carcaſes to the rich ; a food wr.ich he declares to be very proper for 


| landhords ; who, as they have already devoured moſt of the parents, 


ſeem to have the beſt title to their children. | 


flouriſhed, to ſubvert our happy conſtitution both of church and 
| fate ; inſomuch that he appears, from a great variety of his tracts, 
to have been one of the moſt ſagacious watchmen that ever wat 
known in the church of Chriſt. 


The End of the Tniap VoLune. 
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